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LINCOLN DAY
LEnOIR, NORTH CAROLINA

FEBRUARY 5, 1977 YA

IT'S THAT SEASON OF THE YEAR IDENTIFIED ON
REPUBLICAN POLITICAL CALENDARS AS “LincoLN Day.” Bur
LincoLN DAY 1Is NOT JUST A CALENDAR EVENT. IT'S MUCH
MORE THAN THAT. IT’S A PERIOD FOR ORGANIZATION AND
SELF-ANALYSIS FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, A TIME WHEN WE
HONOR THE FOUNDER OF OUR GREAT PARTY, AND RE-DEDICATE
OURSELVES TO THE PRINCIPLES AND PHILOSOPHY HE SO WELL
ARTICULATED.,

My FIRST “LiNcoLN DAY” EVENT THIS YEAR WAS LAST
WEEKEND IN MY HOME STATE. PARTY LEADERS FROM ACROSS
KANSAS JOINED IN CELEBRATING THE 116TH BIRTHDAY OF OUR
STATE, [HE PUNDITS HAD PREDICTED A LESS THAN FESTIVE
OCCASION., AFTER ALL, WE HAD LOST AN ADDITIONAL CONGRESSIONAL
SEAT. WE HAD LOST CONTROL OF THE STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN 60 YEARS. OUR MAJORITY IN
THE STATE SENATE HAD BEEN REDUCED TO A SINGLE VOTE. AND
MOTHER NATURE ADDED HER CHILLING INFLUENCE WITH SEVERAL
DAYS OF SUB-ZERO TEMPERATURES,
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BuT THE TEMPERAMENT OF THE KANSAS REPUBLICANS
AT THAT MEETING DID NOT REFLECT THE RECENT ELECTION RETURNS
OR THE TEMPERATURE OUTDOORS. KANSAS REPUBLICANS ARE
CONFIDENT, HOPEFUL, AND READY TO DEDICATE THEMSELVES TO
REPUBLICAN ELECTORAL VICTORIES NEXT YEAR AND IN 1980,

AND AS I LOOK AHEAD TO MORE THAN A DOZEN LINCOLN
DAY GATHERINGS IN THE COMING WEEKS, | AM CONFIDENT THAT
[ WILL FIND THE SAME SENTIMENT EXPRESSED AT EACH EVENT.
YES, WE LOST THE WHITE HOUSE AND OUR NUMBERS IN CONGRESS
HAVE DWINDLED EVEN FURTHER.,

BuT LOOKING AHEAD, THERE IS A REASON TO BE
OPTIMISTIC. BECAUSE OF THE PARTY OF LINCOLN IS STILL

THE PARTY OF THE PEOPLE. (OUR PHILOSOPHY OF LIMITED
GOVERNMENT, REDUCED SPENDING, AND LOWER TAXES BEST
REPRESENTS THE VIEWS OF MOST NORTH CAROLINIANS AND MOST
AMERICANS, WE DON'T HAVE TO CHANGE OUR PHILOSOPHY. IT
IS SOUND. WHAT WE MUST DO MORE THAN EVER BEFORE IS TAKE
OUR MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE,
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IN MY VIEW, THAT'S BEEN OUR BIGGEST FAILING IN
RECENT YEARS. WE HAVE JUST NOT ARTICULATED OUR PHILOSOPHY
AND OUR PRINCIPLES AT THE GRASS ROOTS LEVEL. AS A RESULT,
THE DEMOCRATS ARE NOW TRYING TO TAKE THE LEAD ON MANY
ISSUES WHICH HAVE TRADITIONALLY BEEN REPUBLICAN. AND,
ON MANY OTHER ISSUES, WE HAVE FORFEITED OUR LEADERSHIP ROLE.

We MUSTN'T LET THE DEMOCRATS GET AWAY WITH THIS.
NoT ONLY MUST WE STAY OUT FRONT ON “REPUBLICAN” ISSUES
LIKE TAX CUTS, REDUCED GOVERNMENT SPENDING, LESSENING
BUREAUCRATIC RED TAPE, MAINTAINING A STRONG NATIONAL
DEFENSE, AND ENSURING A FAIR PROFIT FOR OUR FARMERS,
WE MUST NOT HESITATE TO CRITICIZE THE OPPOSITION WHEN
THE ADVOCATE PROGRAMS DETRIMENTAL TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

"

OR ENGAGE IN “DEMOCRATIC DOUBLE-TALK."” AFTER ALL, IT'S
THE DEMOCRATS WHO TALK ABOUT HEALING THE WOUNDS OF THE
NATION WHILE INFLICTING EMOTIONAL WOUNDS TO THOSE WHO
SERVED THEIR COUNTRY HONORABLY BY GRANTING PARDONS TO
THOSE WHO DID NOT. IT's THE DEMOCRATS WHO NOW TALK
ABOUT A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE, BUT FILL KEY CABINET
LEVEL OFFICES WITH INDIVIDUALS W2ga éﬁcn*N\__

THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR INTERNATIONAL INTELLIGENCE
GATHERING ACTIVITIES, ADVOCATE SOME UNILATERIAL FORCE
REDUCTIONS, AND ARE COMMITTED TO CARRYING OUT PRESIDENT
CARTER'S PLEDGE TO SLASH DEFENSE SPENDING. IT'S THE
DEMOCRATS WHO TALK ABOUT THE NEEDS OF WORKING AMERICANS
WHILE ESPOUSING BIG GOVERNMENT SPENDING PROGRAMS WHICH
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WILL ONLY ADD TO THE NEARLY INTOLERABLE TAX BURDEN NOW
CONFRONTING LOWER AND MIDDLE INCOME TAXPAYERS. IT'S THE
DEMOCRATS WHO TALK ABOUT TAX “REFORM” WHILE IGNORING THE
FACT THAT IT WAS A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS WHICH WROTE THE
"DISGRACE TO THE HUMAN RACE” WE NOW CALL OUR TAX CODE.

S0, THE DEMOCRATS ARE VULNERABLE. BUT, WE
REPUBLICANS CANNOT STAND IN THE WINGS AND WAIT FOR
PRESIDENT CARTER AND HIS DEMOCRATIC COLLEAGUES TO MAKE
MISTAKES.
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WE MUST MOVE FORWARD, TAKING THE REPUBLICAN
PHILOSOPHY AND THE REPUBLICAN PROGRAMS TO THE PEOPLE,
To DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENTS AS WELL AS REPUBLICANS, TO
BLACK, WHITE, SPANISH-SPEAKING, AND ETHNIC AMERICANS.,

AS THE MINORITY PARTY, WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY --
TO OURSELVES AND TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE -- TO ARTICULATE
OUR VIEWS. T0O OFTEN IN THE PAST, THE PEOPLE HAVE
PERCEIVED US AS THE PARTY OF POLITICAL AGAINSTERS, A
PARTY THAT CARES FOR THE RICH, NOT THE POOR; THE BUSINESSMAN
AND NOT THE CONSUMER; THE INDUSTRIALIST AND NOT THE
ENVIRONMENTALIST; THOSE WHO CAN HELP THEMSELVES AND NOT
THOSE WHO NEED HELP., You AND [ KNOW THIS IS NOT TRUE,
BUT A LOT OF PEOPLE SEEM TO HOLD THAT VIEW, EVEN THOUGH
MOST OF THEM -- ESPECIALLY CAROLINIANS AND OTHER
SOUTHERNERS -- SHARE OUR FUNDAMENTAL PHILOSOPHY .
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PERHAPS WE HAVE SPENT TOO MUCH TIME TALKING ABOUT
WHAT WE ARE AGAINST, NOT WHAT WE ARE FOR. [HAT IS CLEARLY
NOT PRODUCTIVE, AND IT ISN'T WINNING US ANY ELECTIONS.
WE CAN, AND MUST, FORMULATE REPUBLICAN ALTERNATIVES WHICH
DEMONSTRATE TO THE PEOPLE WHAT REPUBLICANS ALREADY KNOW:
THAT WE DO STAND FOR SOMETHING, THAT WE DO HAVE A VISION
FOR THE FUTURE, AND THAT WE DO NOT ADVOCATE BURYING OUR
HEADS IN THE SAND WHEN THERE IS A LEGITIMATE NEED FOR
GOVERNMENT ACTION.

ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES, OUR POSITIONS ARE SOUND,
OUR PROGRAMS RESPONSIVE, AND POLITICALLY APPEALING.,
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OUR STAND ON TAXES AND GOVERNMENT SPENDING IS A
GOOD CASE IN POINT. AS THE PARTY OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM,
WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED LOWER FEDERAL TAXES AND
REDUCING THE GROWTH OF FEDERAL EXPENDITURES. THIS IS AN
ISSUE WHICH MAKES SENSE -- ECONOMIC, PHILOSOPHICAL, AND
POLITICAL SENSE. HERE WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS
OUR REPUBLICAN PHILOSOPHY IN CONCRETE LEGISLATIVE TERMS
AND REAP THE POLITICAL BENEFITS. SENATE REPUBLICANS HAVE
PROPOSED AN ALTERNATIVE TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S ECONOMIC
STIMULUS PACKAGE, AN ALTERNATIVE WHICH WOULD PROVIDE
MEANINGFUL PERMANENT TAX REDUCTIONS TO ALL AMERICANS,
ESPECIALLY MIDDLE AND LOWER INCOME TAXPAYERS. INCLUDED IN
THAT PROPOSAL IS MY TAX CREDIT JOBS PROVISION WHICH WOULD
PROVIDE PERMANENT JOBS WITH A FUTURE TO AMERICANS IN THE
PRIVATE SECTOR RATHER THAN IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR.
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THE ENERGY CRISIS AND CRITICAL SHORTAGES OF

NATURAL GAS OFFER US ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO PUT FORWARD
A POSITIVE PROGRAM. IF PRESIDENT ForD, JIM BrovHiLL, JESSE HELMS,

AND OTHER REPUBLICANS HAD BEEN LISTENED TO A COUPLE OF YEARS
AGO, IF WE HAD EMBARKED ON A SOUND PROGRAM TO DEREGULATE
NATURAL GAS, NoRTH CAROLINA AND THE REST OF THE NATION
MIGHT HAVE AVOIDED SOME OF THE SUFFERING OF THIS BITTER
WINTER. CAROLINA FACTORIES MIGHT NOT BE SCRAMBLING FOR
SUPPLIES OF PROPANE TO REPLACE THE NATURAL GAS WHICH HAS
BEEN DIVERTED TO HOMES AND SMALL BUSINESSES. REPUBLICANS
HAVE BEEN AND ARE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THIS ISSUE. OUR
ENERGY POLICIES ARE GOOD FOR THE COUNTRY. LET’'S LET THE
PEOPLE KNOW WHERE WE STAND,
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AND WE MUST CONTINUE OUR PUSH FOR A SCALED-DOWN,
MORE RATIONAL FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY. WHILE WE WISH PRESIDENT
CARTER WELL IN HIS EFFORTS TO REORGANIZE THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH, | THINK WE SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD IN THE DRIVE TO
ALTER PROGRAMS, ABOLISH THOSE THAT ARE UNNECESSARY, AND
MODIFY THOSE THAT ARE INEFFICIENT AND WASTEFUL, AND
CONSOLIDATE THOSE THAT ARE DUPLICATIVE, AGAIN, WE NEED
TO BE OUT FRONT ON THIS ISSUE. AND, AGAIN, OUR POSITION
MAKES SENSE AND IT WILL BE POLITICALLY ATTRACTIVE.
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THE ISSUES ARE THERE. THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE THERE.
THE FUTURE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN NORTH CAROLINA AND
ACROSS THIS NATION CAN BE BRIGHT. BUT IT WON’T BE UNLESS
WE LET THE PEOPLE KNOW WHERE WE STAND, WHY WE STAND THERE,
AND CONVINCE THEM THAT WE HAVE THEIR BEST INTERESTS AT
HEART. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT PEOPLE ARE NOT GOING TO
COME BEATING DOWN OUR DOORS BEGGING TO BE REPUBLICANS.
WE HAVE TO GO OUT AND GET THEM. | THINK WE SHOULD FOCUS
HEAVILY ON RECRUITMENT. WE NEED THE WOMEN, THE YOUNG,
THE BLACKS, THE HISPANICS, THE ETHNICS AND THE INDIANS.
WE NEED WORKING MEN AND WOMEN,
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THESE GROUPS MAY NOT BE EASY TO REACH. BUT How
BETTER TO TEST THE VITALITY OF OUR REPUBLICAN BELIEFS THAN
BY PERSUADING THESE GROUPS FACE TO FACE AS INDIVIDUALS
THAT WHAT WE STAND FOR BEST SERVES THEIR INTEREST. How
BETTER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT WE STAND FOR THE INTERESTS OF
ALL AMERICANS BY REACHING ALL ACROSS THE WHOLE BROAD SPECTRUM
OF OUR POPULATION FOR NEW MEMBERS AND NEW CANDIDATES.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY DOES NOT HAVE TO WAIT TO MAKE
ITS COMEBACK. IF WE WORK HARD, ACT CONSTRUCTIVELY,
STRESS REPUBLICAN PRINCIPLES, AND IF WE BEGIN NOW, WE
CAN REALIZE IMMEDIATE SUCCESS. BUT WE HAVE SACRIFICES
TO MAKE. WE HAVE TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITIES., WE HAVE HARD
WORK TO DO. AND “LincoLN DAY” 1S A GOOD DAY TO BEGIN,

HH#H
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