
KANSAS DAY SPEECH 

Two YEARS AGO) WE GATHERED HERE ON KANSAS DAY) 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 1974 ELECTIONS WHICH HAD SOLIDIFIED 

OUR POSITION AS THE MOST REPUBLICAN STATE IN THE UNION, 

TODAY) IN THE WAKE OF THE 1976 ELECTIONS) THINGS DON'T 

LOOK SO BRIGHT AND WE DON'T HAVE MUCH TO CELEBRATE, 

WE'VE TEMPORARILY LOST CONTROL OF THE STATE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES) THE DEMOCRATS CONTROL THE WHITE 

HOUSE AND BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS) AND THE REPUBLICAN 

PARTY REGISTRATION IS AT A LOW LEVEL, 

WE MUST NOT DWELL ON PAST ELECTIONS AND GLOOMY 

STATISTICS, IF WE LOOK BACK AT ALL) IT SHOULD BE TO 

LEARN) SO THAT WE CAN PLAN FOR THE FUTURE) FOCUS ON THE 

POSITIVE) AND ENGINEER OUR COMEBACK, 
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OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE 

IN THE DAYSJ MONTHSJ AND YEARS AHEADJ WEJ AS A 
PARTYJ HAVE A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
BETTERMENT OF OUR NATIONJ OUR STATEJ OUR COUNTIES AND 
CITIES, AND IF WE WORK FOR THE BEST INTERESTS OF OUR 
NEIGHBORSJ PUTTING FORTH POSITIVE SOLUTIONS TO REAL 
PROBLEMSJ l THINK WE'LL SEE OUR ELECTORAL PROSPECTS 
SOAR. BECAUSE l AM CONVINCED THAT THE PARTY OF LINCOLN 
IS STILL THE PARTY OF THE PEOPLEJ THAT OUR PHILOSOPHY 
OF LIMITED GOVERNMENTJ REDUCED SPENDINGJ AND LOWERED 
TAXES -- BEST REPRESENTS THE VIEWS OF MOST KANSANS AND 
MOST AMERICANS, 
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As THE MINORITY PARTY) WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY 

TO OURSELVES AND TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE -- TO ARTICULATE 

OUR VIEWS. Too OFTEN IN THE PAST) THE PEOPLE HAVE 

PERCEIVED US AS A PARTY OF POLITICAL "AGAINSTERSJ" A 

PARTY THAT CARES FOR THE RICH AND NOT THE POOR) THE 

BUSINESSMAN AND NOT THE CONSUMER) THE INDUSTRIALIST 

AND NOT THE ENVIRONMENTALIST) THOSE WHO CAN HELP THEMSELVES 

AND NOT THOSE WHO NEED HELP. You AND I KNOW THAT'S NOT 

TRUE) BUT A LOT OF PEOPLE SEEM TO HOLD THAT VIEW) EVEN 

THOUGH MOST OF THEM SHARE OUR FUNDAMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 

PERHAPS WE HAVE SPENT TOO MUCH TIME TALKING ABOUT 

WHAT WE ARE AGAINST) NOT WHAT WE ARE FOR, THAT'S CLEARLY 

NOT PRODUCTIVE, AND IT ISN'T WINNING US ANY ELECTIONS, 
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PARTY OF OPPOSITION 

How DO WE GO ABOUT THIS? IN THE NATIONAL ARENA) 
AT LEAST) THE DEMOCRATS NOW HAVE ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY, 
Bur AS THE PARTY OF OPPOSITION) WE SHARE THIS RESPONSIBILITY) 
THIS PUBLIC TRUST) WITH THEM, WE CAN AND MUST FORMULATE 
REPUBLICAN ALTERNATIVES WHICH DEMONSTRATE TO THE PEOPLE 
WHAT REPUBLICANS ALREADY KNOW: THAT WE DO STAND FOR 
SOMETHING) THAT WE DO HAVE A VISION FOR THE FUTURE) AND 
THAT WE DO NOT ADVOCATE BURYING OUR HEADS IN THE SAND 
WHEN THERE IS A LEGITIMATE NEED FOR GOVERNMENT ACTION, 

ON ANY NUMBER OF ISSUES) OUR POSITIONS ARE SOUND) 
OUR PROGRAMS RESPONSIVE AND POLITICALLY APPEALING, 
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OUR STAND ON TAXES AND GOVERNMENT SPENDING IS A 

GOOD CASE IN POINT. As THE PARTY OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM) 

WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED LOWER FEDERAL TAXES AND 

REDUCING THE GROWTH OF FEDERAL EXPENDITURES, THIS IS AN 

ISSUE WHICH MAKES SENSE ECONOMIC) PHILOSOPHICAL) AND 

POLITICAL SENSE, HERE) WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS 

OUR REPUBLICAN PHILOSOPHY IN CONCRETE LEGISLATIVE TERMS 

AND REAP THE POLITICAL BENEFITS, WE) AS REPUBLICANS) 

SHOULD ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE UPON PRESIDENT CARTER'S ECONOMIC 

STIMULUS PACKAGE WHEN IT COMES BEFORE US, REPUBLICAN 

SENATORS INTEND TO PROPOSE AMENDMENTS WHICH WOULD PROVIDE 

MEANINGFUL) PERMANENT TAX REDUCTIONS TO ALL AMERICANS) 

WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON MIDDLE- AND LOWER-INCOME 

TAXPAYERS, I THINK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL WELCOME 

THIS APPROACH, IT WILL BE GOOD FOR THE COUNTRY. AND 

IT WILL BE GOOD FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 
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THE ENERGY CRISIS AND RECENT CRITICAL SHORTAGES 
OF NATURAL GAS OFFER US ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO PUT FORWARD 
A POSITIVE PROGRAM, SENATOR PEARSON AND OTHER SENATE 
REPUBLICANS ARE ALREADY OUT FRONT ON THIS ISSUE, AND I 
WAS PLEASED TO NOTE THAT PRESIDENT (ARTER HAS INCLUDED 

AT LEAST TEMPORARILY -- A DEREGULATION OF NATURAL GAS 

PRICES AS PART OF HIS SHORT-TERM RESPONSE TO THE CURRENT 
CRISIS, LET'S LET THE AMERICAN PEOPLE KNOW WHERE WE HAVE 

BEEN ON THIS ISSUE) THAT IF WE HAD BEEN LISTENED TO TWO 
OR THREE YEARS AGOJ THE PRESENT CRISIS SITUATION WOULD 
MOST LIKELY NOT HAVE OCCURRED, 
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WE REPUBLICANS SHOULD CONTINUE TO SPEAK UP FOR 

THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE AMERICAN FARMER -- TO ENSURE 

THAT HE HAS AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF NATURAL GAS FOR 

IRRIGATIONJ TO PROVIDE HIM WITH UNFETTERED ACCESS TO 

WORLD MARKETSJ TO SET REASONABLE TARGET PRICES AND LOAN 

RATES. 
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LEAD REORGANIZATION 

AND WE MUST CONTINUE OUR PUSH FOR A SCALED DOWN) 

MORE RATIONAL FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY. WHILE WE WISH 

PRESIDENT CARTER WELL IN HIS EFFORTS TO REORGANIZE THE 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH) I THINK WE SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD IN 

THE DRIVE TO ALTER PROGRAMS) ABOLISH THOSE THAT ARE 

UNNECESSARY) MODIFY THOSE THAT ARE INEFFICIENT AND 

WASTEFUL) AND CONSOLIDATE THOSE THAT ARE DUPLICATIVE. 

AGAIN) WE NEED TO BE OUT FRONT ON THIS ISSUE. AND 

AGAIN) OUR POSITION MAKES SENSE) AND IT WILL BE 

POLITICALLY ATTRACTIVE. 
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FUTURE IS IN RECRUITMENT 

So, THE ISSUES ARE THERE, THE OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE THERE, THE FUTURE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN KANSAS 
AND ACROSS THIS NATION CAN BE BRIGHT. Bur IT WON'T BE 
UNLESS WE LET THE PEOPLE KNOW WHERE WE STAND, WHY WE 
STAND THERE, AND CONVINCE THEM THAT WE HAVE THEIR BEST 
INTERESTS AT HEART, WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT PEOPLE ARE 
NOT GOING TO COME BEATING ON OUR DOOR, BEGGING TO BE 
REPUBLICANS, WE HAVE TO GO OUT AND GET THEM. I THINK 
WE SHOULD FOCUS HEAVILY ON RECRUITMENT, WE NEED THE 
WOMEN, THE YOUNG, THE BLACKS, THE HISPANICS, THE ETHNICS, 
AND THE INDIANS, WE NEED WORKING MEN AND WOMEN, 
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THESE GROUPS MAY NOT BE EASY TO REACH. Bur HOW 
BETTER TO TEST THE VITALITY OF OUR REPUBLICAN BELIEFS THAN 
BY PERSUADING THESE GROUPS) FACE TO FACEJ AS INDIVIDUALS) 
THAT WHAT WE STAND FOR BEST SERVES THEIR INTEREST. How 
BETTER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT WE STAND FOR THE INTEREST OF 
ALL AMERICANS BY REACHING OUT ACROSS THE WHOLE BROAD 
SPECTRUM OF OUR POPULATION FOR NEW MEMBERS AND NEW CANDIDATES. 

Bur STRONG CANDIDATES AND REPUBLICAN ELECTED 
OFFICIALS ARE NOT ENOUGH. THEY ARE NOT THE KEY TO MAKING 
OUR PARTY STRONG, ANYONE WHO HAS EVER RUN FOR PUBLIC 
OFFICE KNOWS THAT THE BATTLE IS WON OR LOST IN THE TRENCHES 
WITH THE HOUSEWIVES) FARMERS) BUSINESS MEN AND WOMEN) AND 
LABORERS) WORKING TOGETHER. Ir's THE GRASS ROOTS EFFORT THAT 
IT TAKES TO WIN, AND IT'S GOING TO TAKE JUST SUCH AN EFFORT 
TO RESTORE THE GOP IN KANSAS AND ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, 
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WE DON'T HAVE TO WAIT TO MAKE OUR COMEBACK, IF WE 
WORK HARD) ACT CONSTRUCTIVELY) TALK IN A POSITIVE MANNER) 
AND IF WE BEGIN NOW, INDEED) IF WE DON'T BEGIN NOW) 
WE MAY NOT HAVE A COMEBACK, 

So) WE HAVE SACRIFICES TO MAKE, WE HAVE 
TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITIES, WE HAVE HARD WORK TO DO, 

TODAY) KANSAS DAY) IS A GOOD DAY TO BEGIN. 

##### 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 11 of 12



-~ ~-a.l. ~ .u., • , .. . 

• _.,'~S\ t) .. w~ z,_ · 
~ ... ~ -s~-~ ,~~A-

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 12 of 12


	xftDate: c019_017_004_all_A1b.pdf


