
REMARKS UF StNATOR BOB DOLE 

ANNUAL MEETING 
NATIONAL BROILER COUNCIL 

L'ENFANT PLAZA HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. C, 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1975 

I AM PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS 

THE NATIONAL BROILERS COUNCIL ON THE LEGISLATIVE PICTURE 

IN WASHINGTON. 

IN THE CHICKEN FIELD -- OR COUP -- I THINK YOU ALL 

ARE PRETTY WELL AWARE OF THE SITUATION WITH AGRICULTURAL 

LEGISLATION, PRESIDENT FORD GAVE US A LESSON IN PRIORITIES 

AS THEY RELATE TO AGRICULTURE ON MAY 1, WHEN HE VETOED THE 

EMERGENCY FARM BILL, IN HIS VETO MESSAGE HE PROCLAIMED THAT 

EXPORT CONTROLS IMPOSED LAST OCTOBER 4 HAD BEEN REMOVED AND 

THAT FARMERS DESERVED UNFETTERED ACCESS TO WORLD MARKETS, 
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THOSE EXPORT CONTROLS WERE KNOWN AS THE nPRIOR APPROVAL 
REPORTING OF SALES,u THEN LAST MONTH, HE nFETTERED THEM 
AGAINu AND HIS FETTER HAS BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL MID-OCTOBER, 
Ir's ON-AGAIN OFF-AGAIN POLICY WITH THE FARMER IN THE 
MIDDLE -- AND THAT INCLUDES THE BROILER PRODUCER, 

IT JUST SEEMS THAT ANY TALK ABOUT INFLATION TODAY 
SEEMS TO END UP BLAMING IT ALL ON THE FARMER, THE DEPARTMENT 
OF LABOR CAME OUT LAST WEEK WITH THE SECOND QUARTER FIGURES 
ON HOUSING SHOWING THAT LABOR COSTS IN THE BUILDING TRADE 
UNIONS HAS RISEN FIVE PERCENT -- THE HIGHEST INCREASE IN 
A QUARTER SINCE 1971. Bur GEORGE MEANY WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
FOR COMMENT, HE WAS ADVISING SECRETARY KISSINGER ON 
FOREIGN POLICY, 
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ViTAL DECISiONS AHEAD 
Bur TRULY, I AM GRATEFUL FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 

ADDRESS THE NATIONAL BROILER COUNCIL, ESPECIALLY SO 
BECAUSE THIS OPPORTUNITY COMES AT A TIME WHEN VITAL 
DECISIONS ARE BEING MADE, THEY ARE DECISIONS THAT WILL 
AFFECT YOUR INDUSTRY, YOUR COUNTRY, AND YOUR BUSINESS 
AND PROFESSIONAL LIVES, FOR YEARS AND PERHAPS DECADES TO 
COME. 

You HAVE PERHAPS HEARD THAT KIND OF TALK BEFORE. 
Ir's CUSTOMARY -- EVEN STANDARD -- FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
TO CHARACTERIZE THE PUBLIC POLICY QUESTIONS THEY ADDRESS 
IN THESE NEAR-APOCALYPTIC TERMS. 

To BE FAIR, WE CAN HARDLY BE EXPECTED TO IMPLY 
THAT THE QUESTIONS WE, IN CONGRESS, DEAL WITH AND THE 
WAY WE DEAL WITH THEM -- ARE UNIMPORTANT, 
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Bur NONETHELESS, I KNOW THERE MAY BE A HOLLOW 
RING TO IT. IT HAS THE SOUND OF CLICHE ABOUT IT, 

CHOICE OF BASIC DIRECTION 
IN MY VIEW , THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS , HOWEVER , THAT 

WE IN THE CONGRESS AND THROUGHOUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, 
NOW AND FOR THE IMMEDIATE NEXT FEW YEARS , WILL BE FACED 
WITH MAKING DECISIONS THAT WILL DETERMINE WHETHER WE GO 
TOWARD OR AWAY FROM FISCAL SANITY AND SOLVENCY , TOWARD OR 
AWAY FROM THE RE- INVIGORATION OF OUR MARKET ECONOMY , 
TOWARD OR AWAY FROM A RESTORATION OF BALANCE BETWEEN 
INDIVIDUAL AND GOVERNMENTAL POWER, TOWARD OR AWAY FROM 
A RESURGENCE OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM , 

IT IS NOT ONLY THE KIND OF POLICY DECISIONS WE 
MAKE THAT ARE IMPORTANT, BUT THE WAY WE GO ABOUT IMPLEMENTING 
THOSE DECISIONS, 
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GRAIN )R~DE POLICIES 
FOR EXAMPLE, I AM FULLY AWARE THAT THERE MAY BE 

MIXED EMOTIONS IN THIS ROOM ABOUT THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION 

POLICY TOWARD GRAIN EXPORTS, WITHOUT GOING INTO THE DETAILS 

OF THE CURRENT SITUATION, l THINK IT WOULD BE SUFFICIENT 

AT THIS POINT TO OBSERVE THAT -- IN SPITE OF MY MISGIVINGS 

ABOUT SOME ASPECTS OF THE POLICY 

GOOD COMING OUT OF ALL OF THIS, 

I CAN FORESEE SOME 

[ FoR EXAMPLE, IF WE ARE SUCCESSFUL IN NEGOTIATING 

A LONG-TERM SALES AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIETS, IN WHICH THEY 

WILL CONTRACT TO PURCHASE AN AGREED-UPON MINIMUM VOLUME 

OF GRAIN OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS OR SO, l THINK WE WILL 

HAVE MADE A VERY POSITIVE STEP,) 
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USDA SHOULD BE INVOLVED 
L IN FACT, SOMEWHAT BEFORE THE ADMINISTRATION 

ANNOUNCED IT WAS SENDING A TEAM TO Moscow TO NEGOTIATE 
SUCH A DEAL , I INTRODUCED A RESOLUTION IN THE SENATE, 
CALLING FOR SUCH TALKS. Bur BELIEVE ME, MY RESOLUTION 
NEVER CONTEMPLATED THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHOULD HAVE 
TOTAL CONTROL IN A MATTER SO FOREIGN TO THEIR EXPERTISE, 

DEPUTY SECRETARY ROBINSON -- AND FOR THAT MATTER, 
SECRETARY KISSINGER - - ARE FINE PUBLIC SERVANTS, MASTERS 
OF DIPLOMACY AND PATRIOTS, 

Bur WHAT THEY KNOW ABOUT WHEAT CROPS AND FEED 
GRAINS AND AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS GENERALLY, ISN'T EVEN 
AN OPEN QUESTION ANY MORE, THEY KNOW JUST ENOUGH TO DO 
SOME DAMAGE AND NOT NEAR ENOUGH TO DO ANY GOOD, ] 
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l HAVE HAD MY DIFFERENCES WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE, FROM TIME-TO-TIME, BUT l;D REST EASIER NOW 
IF THEY WERE GIVEN A MORE PROMINENT, IF NOT CONTROLLING 
ROLE IN THE Moscow NEGOTIATIONS, I HAVE, AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO URGE THAT SUCH A ROLE BE GIVEN THEM, 

EibHT EIRE WitH EIRE? -- NOT ALWAYS 
BECAUSE, HERE TOO, WHAT IS AT STAKE IS HOW 

FAITHFULLY WE ADHERE TO OUR OWN SYSTEM. I CANNOT AGREE 
WITH THOSE WHO ADVOCATE THAT THIS COUNTRY -- WHEN IT DEALS 
WITH GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ECONOMIC SYSTEMS - - SHOULD FIGHT 
FIRE WITH FIRE BY GIVING OUR GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF OUR 
FOREIGN TRADE. 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF OUR WHEAT TRADE, WITH THE 
SOVIETS OR ANY OTHER POTENTIAL BUYER, CANNOT BE THE ULTIMATE 
SOLUTION, 
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GENTLEMEN, I DON'T CARE WHETHER YOU ARE A CORN 
PICKER, COTTON PICKER~ CHICKEN PICKER, ORANGE PICKER, 
OR A CHERRY PICKER , ,, , THE FARMERS OF THIS NATION DESERVE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A PROFIT, As SENATOR CARL CURTIS SO 
APTLY PUTS IT, "PROFIT IS NOT A FOUR-LETTER WORD, BUT 
LOSS IS!" 

ljoMEHOW I GET EDGY WHEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR 
THE SECRETARY OF TREASURY GETS INVOLVED IN NEGOTIATING 
THE AMOUNT OF FOOD A NATION CAN HAVE FROM THE LJ.S, THAT'S 
THE WAY RUSSIA DOES IT, AND I CAN'T HELP THINKING THAT 
WITH ALL THE LAND MASS AND POPULATION THAT RUSSIA HAS •••• 
THEY LACK ONLY THE MOTIVATION TO MAKE THEM A FARM EXPORTER 
OF ANY COMMODITY THAT WE GROW, WHAT WE HAVE THAT THEY DON'T 
HAVE IS THE DRIVE TO MAKE A BUCK I I I YES, AND TO MAKE A 
MILLION IF WE CAN C/ 
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IF OUR ULTIMATE GOAL IS THE CONTINUED SURVIVAL 
OF OUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM AND THE PERSONAL FREEDOM 
THAT GOES ALONG WITH IT, THEN WE CAN'T ACHIEVE THAT GOAL 

BY SURRENDERING THE FREEDOM OF FARMERS, AND GRAIN EXPORTERS~ 
" 

TO OPERATE IN THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET-PLACE, 

PAST PREDICTIONS COME TRUE 
LIKE THIS SPECIFIC, MOST OF THE DECISIONS WE ARE 

CALLED UPON TO MAKE IN WASHINGTON THESE DAYS ARE CRITICAL 

AND WE JEOPARDIZE THE FUTURE OF OUR SYSTEM IF WE MAKE THE 
WRONG ONES, l REPEAT, THESE ARE THE SAME KINDS OF DIRE 

PREDICTIONS YOU MAY HAVE HEARD REPEATEDLY IN THE PAST. Bur 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEN AND NOW IS THAT WE AREN'T 
JUST MAKING DIRE PREDICTIONS ANY .MORE, 
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WE ARE TRYING TO COPE WITH --AND REMEDY -- THE 
PRESENT SITUATION IN WHICH SOME OF THOSE PREVIOUS GLOOMY 
FORECASTS HAVE COME TRUE, THINK OF IT, WE MAY HAVE A 
MORE THAN $70 BILLION FEDERAL DEFICIT THIS YEAR, THAT 
IS BIGGER THAN THE FEDERAL BUDGET WAS LESS THAN TWENTY 
YEARS AGO, 

INFLATION, LONG A PROBLEM IGNORED BY SUCCESSIVE 
CONGRESSES, HAS FLARED UP INTENSELY ENOUGH TO CAUSE A 
RECESSION, 

ENERGY SUPPLY PROBLEMS, PREDICTED FOR YEARS, BUT 
SWEPT UNDER THE RUG DURING THE EUPHORIC POST-WAR YEARS 
OF ABUNDANCE, HAVE DESCENDED ON US WITH FULL FORCE AND PUT 
US AT THE MERCY , NOT ONLY OF THE OPEC CARTEL COUNTRIES, 
BUT OF THE DEMOCRAT MAJORITY IN THE CONGRESS, 
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AND; AS A FURTHER IND~CATOR OF THE SCOPE OF THE 
FEDERAL FISCAL PROBLEM; LET ME CITE ONE SHORT QUOTE FROM 
THE ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE CONGRESS, 
DATED LAST FEBRUARY : 

uTRANSFER PAYMENTS TO INDIVIDUALS BY THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAVE INCREASED, AFTER 
ADJUSTMENT FOR INFLATION, BY ALMOST 
9 PERCENT ANNUALLY DURING THE PAST TWO 
DECADES, A CONTINUATION OF THIS TREND 
FOR THE NEXT TWO DECADES, ALONG WITH ONLY 
MODEST INCREASES IN OTHER FEDERAL 
EXPENDITURES AND IN THOSE OF STATE AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, WOULD LIFT THE 
EXPENDITURES BY GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS 
FROM ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF THE GROSS NATIONAL 
PRODUCT TO ABOUT ONE-HALF," 
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WHAT WE IN THE CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
DECIDE THIS YEAR AND NEXT, AND THE VERY FEW YEARS BEYOND 
THAT, WILL DETERMINE WHETHER THAT TREND CONTINUES. 

IF IT DOES , THEN THE SIMPLE MATHEMATICS OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT INDICATES THAT GOVERNMENT WILL BE 
SPENDING FULLY HALF OF WHAT THIS COUNTRY PRODUCES, 

AT PRESENT, GOVERNMENT HAS THE CAPACITY TO 
SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE THE ECONOMIC LIVES AND WELL-BEING 
OF OUR PEOPLE, AT SOME POINT; IF THIS TREND DEVELOPS 
TOWARD GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF MORE AND MORE OF THE NATION'S 
PRODUCT, THAT CAPACITY TO INFLUENCE ECONOMIC EVENTS BECOMES 
THE CAPACITY TO CONTROL ECONOMIC EVENTS, 

AT THAT POINT, AS COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISORS' 
ALAN GREENSPAN REMINDS US, WE HAVE -- BY DEFINITION --
SOCIALISM OR, AT BEST, QUASI-SOCIALISM, 
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INDIVIDUAL INVOCVEMENT KEY TO SOLUTION . , - -

DoN'T GET ME WRONG, I AM NOT HERE TO OFFER A 
GLOOMY KEYNOTE MESSAGE OF THE IMMINENT COLLAPSE OF OUR 
FREE-ENTERPRISE SYSTEM, FAR FROM IT . 

Bur IF THE WARNINGS ARE CLICHED- BUT-TRUE, so 
ARE THE PROPOSED REMEDIES AND SOLUTIONS CLICHED-BUT-TRUE. 

THE SIMPLE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT CONGRESS HAS 
THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOLVING THESE PROBLEMS. 
AND WHILE THE MAJORITY IN CONGRESS HAS NOT - - THIS YEAR, 
OR IN THE RECENT PAST -- SHOWN ANY DETERMINED INCLINATION 

I 

TO LIVE UP TO THAT RESPONSIBILITY ~ THIS CONGRESS , LIKE ALL 
CONGRESSES BEFORE IT , HAS SHOWN IT CAN BE RESPONSIVE, IF 
NOT ALWAYS RESPONSIBLE , 
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CONGRESSIONAL RESPONSE 
THE HANDLING OF THE ENERGY PROBLEM IN THE CONGRESS 

IS A PRIME ILLUSTRATION, CONGRESS HAS REALLY DONE VERY 

LITTLE TO MEET THE CHALLENGE , ONE PRIME REASON FOR THIS 

INACTION , IN MY VIEW, IS THE AMBIVALENCE OF THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE TOWARD THE PROBLEM . POLLS SHOW THAT, IN THE FIRST 

PLACE, MANY AMERICANS DON'T EVEN BELIEVE THERE REALLY IS 

AN ENERGY PROBLEM. AMONG THOSE WHO no , THERE IS FAR SHORT 

OF A CONSENSUS ABOUT WHAT THE SOLUTION MAY BE, 

AND BARRING THE PRESSURE OF A MORE~OR-LESS UNITED 

PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR A GIVEN POLICY DIRECTION ~ CONGRESS IS 

INCLINED TO DO NOTHING , OR AT LEAST TO DO NOTHING THAT 

MIGHT REQUIRE SOME CITIZEN SACRIFICE, AND THEREFORE, BE 

UNPOPULAR , 
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POPULAR CONSENSUS LEAD.S.. TO ACTION 

IT HAS BEEN AN ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT STORY ON 

THE QUESTION OF FEDERAL BUDGET MATTERS , HOWEVER, HERE, 

AS USUAL, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SHOWED THEMSELVES TO BE FAR 

AHEAD OF THE CONGRESS IN ITS PERCEPTION OF THE POTENTIAL 

DANGERS INHERENT IN CONTINUED BIG SPENDING, BIG DEFICIT, 

BIG TAXING POLICIES. SOMETIME OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS , 

THE COMMON WISDOM THAT GOVERNMENT COULD SOLVE EVERY 

PROBLEM PROVIDED IT SPENT ENOUGH MONEY ON IT, AND THAT 

IT COULD AND SHOULD SPEND AS MUCH MONEY AS WAS uNEEDED" 

TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM -~ REGARDLESS OF HOW BIG A DEFICIT 

HAD TO BE RUN -- THAT COMMON WISDOM DIED , 

THE PEOPLE LOST FAITH IN THE ABILITY OF GOVERNMENT 

TO SOLVE ALL THE PROBLEMS THERE WERE , AND THEY CONSIDERED 

. THE EFFORT TO DO SO, A BREACH OF FAITH BECAUSE OF THE WAY 

IT AFFECTED THEIR TAX BURDENS . 
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AND SO THE CONGRESS , EVER RESPONSIVE TO SUCH 
CONSENSUS ATTITUDES, SET UP A REFORMED BUDGET PROCESS THAT 
ARMS THE CONGRESS WITH A CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, NEW 
BUDGET COMMITTEES IN BOTH THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE, AND 
AS IT TURNS OUT, A GROWING INSTITUTIONAL DETERMINATION TO 
STAY WITHIN PRE-DETERMINED BUDGET TARGETS, 

THE SOLUTION I AM SUGGESTING -~ THE WAY TO REDUCE 
CURRENT DANGEROUS TRENDS IN PUBLIC POLICY, THEREFORE --
DOES IN FACT, LIE WITH YOU , THAT , PERHAPS IS THE GREATEST 
CLICHE OF AMERICAN POLITICAL LIFE . Bur CLICHES GET TO BE 
CLICHES BY FREQUENT REPETITION, AND THIS ONE GETS REPEATED 
SO OFTEN BECAUSE, AT ITS ROOTS , IT IS PROFOUNDLY TRUE, 

################ 
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