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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE

NORTH CAROLINA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN

RA EIGHHI gg#n NER NA
kRIDA? May 2, 185%

IT 1S MY PLEASURE TO BE HERE THIS EVENING
WITH ALL OF YOU AND TO SHARE SOME REFLECTIONS ABOUT THE
REPUBLIC AND ABOUT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY,

THERE ARE PEOPLE TODAY., | REALIZE., WHO THINK
BOTH ARE IN DECLINE. BuT, AS FOR ME, [ AM AN OPTIMIST
IN SPITE OF RECENT SETBACKS. AND [ HOPE IN THE COURSE OF
THESE REMARKS, TO DESCRIBE SOME OF THE GROUNDS FOR THAT
OPTIMISM,
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LET ME SAY RIGHT AT THE START THAT THE GOOD
JUDGMENT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IS THE BEDROCK OF MY
HOPE. AND [ SAY WITH SINCERITY THAT SO LONG AS THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE RETAIN A CAPACITY FOR THE KIND OF
INSIGHT WHICH THE PEOPLE OF NORTH CAROLINA HAVE SHOWN
IN SENDING A MAN LIKE MY GOOD FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE.
JESSE HELMS, TO THE SENATE. THEN TRULY THERE ARE GROUNDS
FOR OPTIMISM.

[ SERVE WITH HIM ON THE SENATE AGRICULTURE
COMMITTEE. [ KNOW FIRSTHAND HIS COMMITMENT TO THE
INTERESTS OF THE FARMERS AND PEOPLE OF NORTH CAROLINA.
AND EVERY MEMBER OF THE SENATE KNOWS QUITE WELL HIS
COMMITMENT TO THE IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES OF THIS COUNTRY
THAT HAVE MADE AND KEPT HER STRONG., PROSPEROUS AND FREE.

Page 2 of 21
c019_016_017_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

B

I MEAN TO INSIST ON MY OPTIMISM ABOUT THE
FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY AND OF OUR REPUBLICAN PARTY.
[ know THAT 1974 WAS NOT AN ENCOURAGING YEAR HERE IN
NorRTH CAROLINA, AS IT WAS NOT FOR REPUBLICANS ANYWHERE.
BUT KEEP IT IN PERSPECTIVE. YOU HAVE MADE GREAT STRIDES
IN TEN SHORT YEARS., AND YOU WILL GO FARTHER. YOU HAVE
JESSE HELMS. You HAVE A FINE GOVERNOR IN JIM HOLSHOUSER.
AND TWO VERY EFFECTIVE AND RESPECTED MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
IN JiM MARTIN AND JIM BROYHILL., AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY.,
YOU HAVE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THIS STATE WHO, LIKE
YOURSELVES, ARE WILLING TO WORK HARD TO FURTHER
REPUBLICAN PROSPECTS., AND REPUBLICAN PRINCIPLES,

[T 1sN'T EASY., [ KNOW YOU KNOW THAT. AND IT
WON'T GET EASIER OVERNIGHT,
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WHERE DO WE GO _FROM HERE
EVERY WAY WE TURN THESE DAYS, IT SEEMS, THE

SAME UNCERTAIN NOTE IS SOUNDED. [HE SAME QUESTION SEEMS
TO CONFRONT US -~ WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
WHERE, FOR EXAMPLE., DO AMERICAN ECONOMIC POLICY-
MAKERS GO FROM HERE, NOW THAT INFLATION HAS BEGUN TO
RECEDE AND RECESSION HAS REPLACED IT AS OUR MAJOR AND
MOST IMMEDIATE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE?
WHERE DOES AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY GO FROM HERE,
AFTER OUR RECENT SETBACKS IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
AFTER OUR MOST PROFOUND DISAPPOINTMENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA?
AND, WITHIN OUR MORE IMMEDIATE POLITICAL FAMILY.
WHERE DO WE REPUBLICANS GO FROM HERE IN LIGHT OF THE RECENT
POLLS SUGGESTING THAT MANY REPUBLICANS HAVE GONE AWAY?
OUR PERCENTAGE OF THE VOTING POPULATION IS NOW SMALLER THAN
IT HAS BEEN SINCE THE PARTY’S EARLIEST DAYS.
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EACH TIME THAT QUESTION IS RAISED -- WHERE DO
WE GO FROM HERE? -- IN WHATEVER CONTEXT IT IS RAISED.
[ OFFER THE SAME BASIC ANSWER. | TRUST IT IS NOT AN
OVERSIMPLIFICATION., EITHER WE GO NOWHERE FROM HERE., OR
WE GO BACK TO BASICS, BACK TO BEGINNINGS. BACK TO FIRST
PRINCIPLES.

YRO G?

A WASHINGTON STAR-NEWS COLUMNIST WRITING RECENTLY
ABOUT FOREIGN POLICY. SAID IT WAS AN “AWKWARD TIME” TO
BE TALKING ABOUT IT. IN A REAL SENSE, HE IS RIGHT,

IT IS AWKWARD BECAUSE OF OUR UNCERTAINTY ABOUT
WHERE WE ARE HEADED. AND AWKWARDNESS IS A CHARACTERIZATION
THAT APPLIES TO A BROADER RANGE OF DISCOURSE THAN FOREIGN
POLICY.

TAKE EcONOMICS. ONE GETS THE FEELING THESE DAYS.
IF HE TALKS ABOUT AMERICA'S GREAT FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM.
THAT NOBODY'S LISTENING,
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TAKE FOREIGN POLICY. TALK ABOUT MAINTAINING
AMERICA’S PLACE AS LEADER OF THE FREE WORLD AND, IT
SEEMS, NOBODY'S LISTENING.

OR TALK CASUALLY WITH FRIENDS. MENTION
PATRIOTISM, ALL OF A SUDDEN, IT MAY SEEM, NOBODY'S
LISTENING,

AND AGAIN, TO GET POLITICALLY CLOSER TO HOME.
TALK ABOUT REPUBLICANISM, AND IT SEEMS NOBODY'S LISTENING.

STORY NOT GETTING THROUGH
But, IF NOBODY'S LISTENING ANYMORE, IT JUST MIGHT

BE BECAUSE THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO SAY.
AND MAYBE THAT'S BECAUSE WE AREN'T SAYING IT VERY CLEARLY.
WE ARE CERTAINLY NOT SAYING IT VERY PERSUASIVELY.
You CAN'T APOLOGIZE FOR SOMETHING AND DEFEND IT
AT THE SAME TIME,
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You CAN'T DEFEND OUR FREE ECONOMIC SYSTEM
AS THE ONE WHICH WORKS BEST IF, AT THE SAME TIME., YOU
ARE APOLOGIZING FOR THE FACT THAT IT DOESN'T WORK
PERFECTLY. YOU CAN'T DEFEND AMERICA, IF AT THE SAME
TIME, YOU APOLOGIZE FOR THE THINGS THAT MAKE HER UNIQUE.
HER WEALTH, HER POWER, HER FREE SYSTEM,

AND CERTAINLY, YOU CAN'T DEFEND REPUBLICANISM
IF, AT THE SAME TIME, YOU APOLOGIZE FOR ITS PRINCIPLES.

WRONG DEFENSE

BACK TO ECONOMICS FOR AN ILLUSTRATION. HERE
IT MAY NOT BE SO MUCH THE FACT THAT NOBODY'S LISTENING
AS IT IS THE FACT THAT THEY ARE LISTENING WITH SUSPICISION.
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WHEN WE REPUBLICANS DEFEND OUR SYSTEM -- WE
ALWAYS KNOW WHAT WE MEAN. WE MEAN THAT IT IS A GOOD
SYSTEM, PRIMARILY BECAUSE IT IS A FREE SYSTEM. AND
WE MEAN TO SAY THAT WE THINK THAT IT IS BECAUSE IT IS
A FREE SYSTEM -- NOT A CONTROLLED ONE -- THAT IT DOES
A GOOD JOB OF MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR FREE PEOPLE TO
MAKE A LIVING, TO EARN A LIVING, THROUGH THE EXERCISE
OF THEIR OWN PARTICULAR TALENTS AND ENERGIES.

WE KNOW WHAT WE MEAN WHEN WE DEFEND THAT SYSTEM,
But A LOT OF PEOPLE DON'T. THE POLLS SHOW IT. Our
EXPERIENCE SHOWS IT. WE DEFEND THE SYSTEM, BUT WHEN WE
DO, PEOPLE HEAR A DEFENSE OF BIG BUSINESS.
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IN A COUNTRY WHICH, BECAUSE OF THAT FREE
ECONOMIC SYSTEM, HAS EXTENDED A HIGHER DEGREE OF
PROSPERITY TO A MORE NEARLY UNIVERSAL SEGMENT OF ITS
POPULATION THAN ANY IN HISTORY. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE
DEFENDERS OF THE SYSTEM ARE JUST NOT SELLING THEIR
STORY WELL.

WE AREN'T MAKING OURSELVES UNDERSTOOD BY THE
PEOPLE WE WANT TO HEAR US.

U,.S, CAN'T WITHDRAW
IT IS THE SAME WITH FOREIGN POLICY. [F WE DEBATE

WHETHER IT IS RIGHT OR WRONG FOR AMERICA TO HOLD HER
PRESENT PLACE OF INFLUENCE IN THE WORLD -- AS IF WE COULD
CHANGE THAT -- WE HAVE CHOSEN THE WRONG TERMS FOR THE DEBATE.
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As SECRETARY KISSINGER RECENTLY DESCRIBED IT,
THERE 1S AN ATTITUDE IN THIS COUNTRY THAT "“SUFFERING IS
PROLONGED BY AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT... THAT DEFENSE SPENDING
IS WASTEFUL, AT BEST., AND PRODUCES CONFLICT. AT WORST:
THAT AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES ARE IMMORAL: THAT
THE NECESSARY CONFIDENTIALITY OF DIPLOMACY IS A PLOT TO

"

DECEIVE THE PUBLIC...” NOT ONLY IS IT ARGUED THAT WE HAVE
BEEN DOING THESE WRONG THINGS IN FOREIGN PoLIcY. Now THE
ARGUMENT IS BEGINNING TO BE MADE THAT IT IS WRONG FOR US
TO DO ANYTHING IN FOREIGN POLICY -- THAT IS, IT IS WRONG
FOR US TO TRY TO INFLUENCE INTERNATIONAL EVENTS AT ALL.
THESE ARGUMENTS ARE BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT
WE CAN ALTER OUR POSITION IN THE WORLD:; THAT WE CAN DRAW
IN UPON OURSELVES: THAT AMERICA, IN ONE FAMOUS PHRASE.
CAN AND SHOULD “COME HOME"” TO ITSELF AND LEAVE ITS

NEIGHBORS ALONE.
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SUCH DEBATE IS AN EMPTY EXERCISE. AMERICA'S
PLACE IN THE WORLD IS FIXED BY OUR CONDITION. WE ARE
A GREAT POWER, WE ARE WEALTHY. WE ARE STRONG, AND
THEREFORE, WE ARE INVOLVED AND OUR INFLUENCE IS MAJOR,

NOTHING WE CAN DO CAN CHANGE THAT. EVEN IF WE
SHOULD TRY, IF WE DECIDE TO PULL OUT, OUR VERY DECISION
NOT TO BE INFLUENTIAL IN WORLD AFFAIRS WOULD, ITSELF,
HAVE A MOST PROFOUND INFLUENCE ON THE SHAPE OF THE WORLD
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

STOP_APOLOGIZING
DanIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, IN A RECENT ARTICLE ON
FOREIGN POLICY., OFFERS AT LEAST A PARTIAL PRESCRIPTION,
[ THINK IT APPLIES AS BROADLY TO PUBLIC DISCOURSE IN A
POSITIVE WAY AS DOES THE CHARACTERIZATION OF “AWKWARDNESS”
IN A NEGATIVE WAY,
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MOYNIHAN ASSERTS “IT IS TIME FOR AMERICAN
SPOKESMEN IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS TO COME TO BE FEARED FOR
THE TRUTHS THEY MIGHT TELL."

IT 1S INDEED TIME, [T IS TIME FOR US TO STOP
APOLOGIZING, TO STOP BEATING OUR BREASTS., TO STOP BEING
DEFENSIVE ABOUT BEING STRONG, OR TIMID ABOUT SEEKING
PEACE. IT IS TIME FOR US TO STOP BEING RETICENT ABOUT THE
MIRACLES OUR SYSTEM HAS ACCOMPLISHED, OR HESITANT ABOUT
PROCLAIMING OUR BELIEF IN FREEDOM AS A DESIRABLE CONDITION
FOR ALL.,

BECAUSE_OF AMERICA....
[F THE WORLD., BY AND LARGE, IS AT PEACE TODAY --

AND IT IS -- IT IS BECAUSE OF AMERICA,

IF THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, BY AND LARGE. ARE
BETTER OFF TODAY THAN THEY HAVE BEEN IN THE PAST -- AND
THEY ARE -- IT'S BECAUSE AMERICA HAS HELPED,
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IF we HAVE AVOIDED WorLD WAR III FOR THE LAST
THIRTY YEARS -- AS WE HAVE, ALTHOUGH SOMETIMES NARROWLY --
IT'S BECAUSE OF AMERICA.

[F ALL THIS IS TRUE, AND [ BELIEVE IT IS,
THEN LET’S REASSERT IT PROUDLY., AND BEGIN TO BE FEARED
IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS -- NOT FOR OUR STRENGTH AND POWER.
NOT FOR OUR WEALTH -- BUT “FOR THE TRUTHS WE MIGHT TELL."

OPTIMIST'S BURDEN
I FULLY APPRECIATE THAT IN TODAY'S WORLD, AN

AMERICAN WHO IS AN OPTIMIST, A REPUBLICAN WHO IS AN
OPTIMIST, FINDS THE BURDEN OF TRUTH ON HIS OWN SHOULDERS.

But, As | sAaID, I AM AN OPTIMIST BECAUSE [ BELIEVE
NOT ONLY THAT IT IS TIME WE BEGAN TO REASSERT OURSELVES,
BUT | BELIEVE THAT MANY OF US ARE PREPARED TO BEGIN THAT
ACTIVITY,

Page 13 of 21
c019_016_017_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-14-

IF THE DEFENDERS OF THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM
BEGIN TO ASSERT THEMSELVES., THEN THE TRUTHS THEY WILL
TELL CAN CHANGE THE WORLD,

[T IS CERTAINLY LONG PAST TIME == FULLY FORTY
YEARS PAST TIME -- FOR REPUBLICAN SPOKESMEN TO STAND UP
AND BEGIN TO REASSERT THEMSELVES ABOUT THE TRUTHS THEY
HOLD -- THAT IS TO SAY. THE PRINCIPLES THEY BELIEVE IN.

REPUBLICAN COMMITMENT
ONE MORE CITE FROM MoyNIHAN., HE SAYs -- AND I
THINK HE IS RIGHT -- THAT THOSE WHO LAY GREATER STRESS ON
FREEDOM END UP DOING BETTER BY EQUALITY THAN THOSE WHO
STRESS EQUALITY DO BY FREEDOM.
HE OBSERVES THAT IN THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS,
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS OF THE FREEDOM PARTY.
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AND I REMIND YOU THAT IN THE AMERICAN POLITICAL
COMMUNITY, WE REPUBLICANS HAVE NO FUTURE, MAKE NO SENSE.
UNLESS WE ARE THE FREEDOM PARTY.

THAT IS WHAT WE STAND FOR. SHALL WE APOLOGIZE
FOR IT, BE DEFENSIVE ABOUT IT? [ THINK NOT,

ATTRACTING MORE REPUBLICANS
TALK ABOUT BROADENING OUR BASE!

WHAT COULD ATTRACT MORE ADHERENTS TO REPUBLICANISM
THAN FOR THIS POPULATION -- NOW SO TERRIBLY CONCERNED
ABOUT THREATS TO INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND THE DAILY
ENCROACHMENT OF BIG GOVERNMENT INTO MORE AND MORE OF THE
DETAILS OF THEIR PERSONAL LIVES -- THAN FOR THEM TO COME TO
UNDERSTAND, FINALLY, WHAT WE STAND FOR AS REPUBLICANS.

FREEDOM AND THE DIGNITY AND THE INTEGRITY OF THE
INDIVIDUAL .
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ARE WE CONCERNED THAT THIS GATHERING, LIKE
MOST REPUBLICAN MEETINGS [ HAVE ATTENDED, LACKS WHAT
THEY CALL SOCIO-ECONOMIC DIVERSITY? THAT., IN PLAIN
WORDS., THERE STILL AREN'T VERY MANY BLUE-COLLAR
REPUBLICANS, OR POOR REPUBLICANS, OR REPUBLICANS AMONG
MINORITIES?

We sHouLD BE, WE SHOULD BE DISTURBED ESPECIALLY
BECAUSE WHAT REPUBLICANISM STANDS FOR IS NOT JUST OUR
BEST HOPE, BUT THEIRS. BUT THEY DON’'T KNOW THAT BECAUSE
THEY DON'T REALLY KNOW WHAT IT IS WE STAND FOR. OR THEY
DON'T UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS WE STAND FOR. IT'S NOT
THEIR FAULT. IT'S OURS, BECAUSE WE HAVEN'T BEEN TELLING
THEM,
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WHAT WE STAND FOR
We REPUBLICANS, I THINK, STAND FOR ALL THAT I

HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT TONIGHT. WE STAND FOR A STRONG
AMERICA, PROUD OF HER STRENGTH AND PROUD OF HER FREEDOM.
AND READY TO CARRY HER MESSAGE FORCEFULLY AND CONVINCINGLY
TO THE WORLD. [ DON’'T QUESTION THE SINCERITY OF OUR
DEMOCRAT OPPONENTS, NOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO THEIR COUNTRY.
WHAT 1 DO QUESTION IS HOW DEEP IS THEIR APPRECIATION OF
AMERICA'S UNIQUENESS. Do THEY SHARE WITH US LINCOLN'S
SENSE OF URGENCY ABOUT PRESERVING AMERICA'S INTEGRITY
BECAUSE IT REALLY IS THE LAST, BEST HOPE OF MANKIND?
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WE STAND FOR AN AMERICAN CONCEPT OF FREEDOM
THAT UNIVERSALLY PERMITS INDIVIDUALS TO RISE ABOVE THE
“COMMON MAN” STATUS OUR FRIENDS, THE DEMOCRATS, WOULD
ASSIGN TO THEM, AND AS A CONSEQUENCE, WE FIND IT NO
SURPRISE WHEN THE AMERICAN CITIZEN -- THE AMERICAN
“COMMON MAN” -- PERFORMS UNCOMMON DEEDS.

My MESSAGE IN ALL THIS IS A SIMPLE AND NOT VERY
PROFOUND ONE. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE RIGHT, DON'T
HESITATE TO ASSERT IT.
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PAST DEFEATS_AND FUTURE CHALLENGES

COME OUT OF YOUR SHELLS. REPUBLICANS! WATERGATE
IS OVER, THE ELECTIONS OF 1974 ARE A REALITY -- AN
UNPLEASANT ONE =- BUT A REALITY THAT WE CAN'T CHANGE.
COME OUT OF YOUR SHELLS AND STOP WALLOWING IN THE DEFEATS
OF THE RECENT PAST,

THINGS ARE BAD. [HERE IS NO GAINSAYING IT.
But I'VE BEEN THERE BEFORE MYSELF. ON OcToBErR 1, 1974,
MY OWN POLLS SHOWED ME TRAILING MY OPPONENT BY MORE THAN
10 PERCENT. [EVERYONE SAID OUR CHANCES WERE DEAD. BuT
WE DIDN'T GIVE UP.
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AND I THINK IT'S APPROPRIATE TO MENTION THAT
IT WAS THE REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF KANSAS WHO MADE A
DIFFERENCE IN MY RE-ELECTION -- AS THEY DO IN MosT GOP
VICTORIES -- THAT WAS FAR OUT OF PROPORTION TO THEIR
NUMBERS., FROM WRITING THE BLUEPRINTS OF CAMPAIGN TACTICS
TO THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF YARD-SIGNS AND ENVELOPE STUFFING.
THEY WERE THERE,

THEY WERE THERE IN FORCE, IN GOOD SPIRIT, AND
IN DEDICATION TO ONE PURPOSE -- FURTHERING THE PROPECTS
FOR REPUBLICAN VICTORY, THE PROGRESS OF REPUBLICAN
PROGRAMS AND THE PROMISE OF REPUBLICAN PRINCIPLES. THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY IS DEAD ONLY IF THAT SPIRIT DIES,
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THE RepuBLICAN PARTY IN NORTH CAROLINA IS NOT
DEAD, SURELY, UNLESS THAT SPIRIT NO LONGER LIVES AMONG
THE REPuBLICAN WOMEN OF NORTH CAROLINA. AND [ GATHER
FROM YOUR PRESENCE AND YOUR ATTITUDE HERE TODAY THAT
NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH.

So I sAY TO YOou, KEEP YOUR SPIRIT ALIVE. KEEP
YOUR HOPES ALIVE, AND YOU WILL KEEP OUR REPUBLICAN PARTY
ALIVE -- AND MUCH MORE THAN THAT -- PROSPEROUS AGAIN,

AND LET ME STRESS THAT IN THE WORLD WE LIVE IN
TODAY, WITH THE FORCES ARRAYED AGAINST THE SURVIVAL OF OUR
SYSTEM AND OUR PRINCIPLES, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU --
THE REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF NORTH CAROLINA AND THE NATION --
DO SO. IN A VERY REAL AND VITAL WAY, IT COULD MAKE ALL
THE DIFFERENCE,

HitTHHHHR

Page 21 of 21
c019_016_017_all_Alb.pdf



	xftDate: c019_016_017_all_A1b.pdf


