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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

SHEET METAL AND AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTORS' MEETING
MAYFLOWER HOTE
ASHINGTON, D,
EBRUARY 25, L975

IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE AT THE ANNUAL CONVENTION
oF SMACNA, AND I AM HONORED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO JOIN
YOUR MEMBERSHIP THIS MORNING AND OFFER SOME OBSERVATIONS
ON THE NATIONAL SCENE AND ON THE EFFORTS OF THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO SOLVE SOME OF OUR PROBLEMS.,

To START WITH, WE HAVE BEEN GETTING SOME RATHER STARK
FORECASTS IN RECENT DAYS. ON THE ECONOMY, THE PRESIDENT
FREELY ACKNOWLEDGES, NOT ONLY THAT THINGS ARE BAD., BUT
THAT IN THE SHORT TERM., AT LEAST. THEY ARE LIKELY TO GET
WORSE. AND YOU DON'T HAVE TO LOOK FAR TO FIND EXPERT
ECONOMIC OPINION TO BACK HIM UP,
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ON ENERGY, WHICH I AM SURE IS OF EQUALLY DIRECT
INTEREST TO ALL OF YOU IN YOUR INDUSTRY. THE PROSPECTS ARE
PRACTICALLY CERTAIN FOR A LENGTHY PERIOD OF CONSERVATION
AND INCONVENIENCE, IF NOT AUSTERITY.

URGENT PROBLEMS

IT SEEMS THE NEWS ON ALL FRONTS, NOT JUST THE
GENERALIZED AREAS OF ENERGY AND THE ECONOMY, IS FULL OF
DESCRIPTIONS OF PROBLEMS, EACH OF WHICH IS ENORMOUS AND
HAS ENORMOUS IMPLICATIONS., IN THE INTERNATIONAL FIELD.
THE QUESTION OF FURTHER AID TO SOUTHEAST ASIA PRICKS AT
OUR CONSCIENCE. THE FESTERING PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST
DONT'T APPEAR READY TO GO AWAY. BACK HERE AT HOME, ATTENTION
IS FOCUSING AS NEVER BEFORE ON THE FISCAL PROBLEMS INHERENT
IN THE SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM AS IT IS NOW FINANCED AND
ADMINISTERED.
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WE LEARN FROM A RECENT CONGRESSIONAL STAFF STUDY
THAT IN THE MIDST OF THE CURRENT INFLATIONARY BINGE. THE ONE
INSTITUTION THAT RAISED THE PRICE IT CHARGES AMERICAN
CITIZENS THE MOST LAST YEAR WAS GOVERNMENT. [T SEEMS
THAT EVERYTHING COST MORE LAST YEAR THAN THE YEAR BEFORE.
BUT NOTHING INCREASED IN COST MORE THAN TAXES,

THE PROBLEMS ARE THERE. THEY ARE NUMEROUS. AND
IF LEFT UNATTENDED., UNSOLVED., THEY ARE ALL OF THE SORT THAT
WILL GET WORSE, NOT BETTER. ON THEIR OWN,
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GOVERNMENT CONTROL

[ DON'T THINK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE -- AND WE IN
CONGRESS, AS THEIR REPRESENTATIVES -- HAVE YET MADE THE
CONSCIOUS DECISION THAT PRESERVING OUR SYSTEM. OUR
TRADITIONAL FREE ENTERPRISE WAY OF DOING THINGS. IS
UNIMPORTANT. | DON'T THINK WE HAVE DECIDED THAT IT WILL
BE ALL RIGHT WITH US TO LET GOVERNMENT GO AHEAD AND TAKE
OVER EVERYTHING,

IF WE HAD MADE THAT DECISION. THEN PERHAPS WE
WOULDN'T HAVE TO ACT ON OUR PROBLEMS. [F OUR GOAL WERE
T0 PUT GOVERNMENT IN CHARGE OF EVERYTHING, THEN MANY OF
THE CONDITIONS WE NOW SEE AS PROBLEMS WOULD BECOME VIRTUES.
THE FACT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE TRANSFER PAYMENTS PORTION
OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET -- SoCIAL SECURITY. MEDICARE. FOOD
STAMPS, RETIREMENT PAY -- IS GROWING AT SUCH A RAPID RATE
MIGHT NOT BE VIEWED AS A THREAT TO OUR FUTURE FISCAL
INTEGRITY, [T WOULD INSTEAD BE EVIDENCE OF PROGRESS.
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ENERGY PROGRAM CONSIDERED
BUT WE HAVEN'T DECIDED TO THROW OUT THE SYSTEM

AND LET THE GOVERNMENT RUN EVERYTHING. SO WE HAVE TO FIND
SOLUTIONS TO OUR PROBLEMS. AND TWO SENATE COMMITTEES ON
WHICH I SERVE WILL HAVE JURISDICTION OVER A LARGE PART OF
THAT EFFORT.

THe SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE IS ONE OF THOSE. THE
NEW BUDGET COMMITTEE IS ANOTHER. IN THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.
AS YOU MAY HAVE SEEN IN THE NEWS, WE RECENTLY CONSIDERED
THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL TO CUT OIL IMPORTS BY RAISING THE
IMPORT FEE. WE VOTED OUT A BILL TO PROHIBIT HIM FROM
DOING THIS. I DID NOT SUPPORT THAT ESSENTIALLY NEGATIVE
APPROACH, BUT THE FULL SENATE SIDED WITH THE MAJORITY OF
THE COMMITTEE AND PASSED THE BILL. As A RESULT, WE FACE
A CONFRONTATION OVER THE EXPECTED VETO OF THAT ACTION.
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WE DON'T KNOW YET WHEN THE VETO MESSAGE WILL
BE SENT UP TO THE HILL, BUT IT WILL LIKELY BE SEVERAL
DAYS, THE RATIONALE FOR THE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION IN
THE FIRST PLACE, REMEMBER. WAS TO GIVE CONGRESS TIME TO
DRAFT A PROGRAM OF ITS OWN, NOT ONLY HAVE WE GONE OVER
500 DAYS SINCE THE OIL EMBARGO WITHOUT DRAFTING A PROGRAM.,
BUT INSTEAD OF SPENDING THE LAST THIRTY DAYS OR SO SINCE
THE PRESIDENT PROPOSED HIS PLAN, PUTTING A PROGRAM OF OUR
OWN TOGETHER., THE CONGRESS HAS SPENT MUCH OF THAT TIME
IN NEGATIVE EFFORTS ONLY TO STOP THE PRESIDENT.

JELAY ON ENERGY
DELAY RUNS EXACTLY COUNTER TO THE INTERESTS OF

THIS COUNTRY. WE NEED A PROGRAM AND WE NEED ONE QUICKLY.

THAT 1S WHY | HAVE SUPPORTED THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL, NOT

AS A PERFECT SOLUTION, BUT AS A WORKABLE ONE THAT CAN BEGIN

SERIOUS OIL CONSERVATION EFFORTS IMMEDIATELY. UNLESS THE

NECESSITY FOR A COMPROMISE FORCES THE PRESIDENT TO SIGNIFICANTLY

DILUTE HIS PROPOSAL, I INTEND TO SUPPORT HIM ON THE VETO

VOTE WHEN IT COMES TO THE SENATE.
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ULTIMATELY, [ BELIEVE THERE WILL BE A MEETING
OF THE MINDS BETWEEN CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT, AND A
WORKABLE ., ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISE AGREED TO.

WHILE THE CONGRESS HAS DONE NOTHING BUT IMPOSE
DELAY ON THE ENERGY FRONT., THERE HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT BETTER
PERFORMANCE ON SOME OF THE ECONOMIC LEGISLATION., THE
Ways AND MeANS COMMITTEE HAS JUST THIS PAST WEEK FINALIZED
ITS WORK ON TAX CUT PROPOSALS AND I AM SURE THAT, ONCE THE
FULL HOUSE DISPOSES OF THE BILL., THE SENATE FINANCE
COMMITTEE WILL TURN QUICKLY TO THE MATTER.

INCENTIVES TO BUSINESS
THE WAYs AND MEANS BILL. BY THE WAY, CONTAINS SOME
IMPORTANT PROVISIONS TO STIMULATE BUSINESS AND, WHILE THE
FINANCE COMMITTEE MAY RECOMMEND SOME STRUCTURAL CHANGES., I
AM SURE WE WILL AGREE WITH THE GENERAL APPROACH,

Page 7 of 20
c019_016_007_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-8-

ONE PROVISION OF THE PROPOSED BILL., FOR WHICH I

EXPECT WIDESPREAD SUPPORT., WOULD RAISE THE INVESTMENT TAX
CREDIT FOR BUSINESS TO TEN PERCENT, UP FROM THE PRESENT
SEVEN PERCENT FOR MOST BUSINESSES. ON A RELATED MATTER.
RATHER THAN LOWERING THE CORPORATE TAX RATE. AS PRESIDENT
FORD SUGGESTED, THE COMMITTEE WOULD RAISE THE AMOUNT OF
CORPORATE EARNINGS ON WHICH THE 22 PERCENT RATE APPLIES,

IT PROPOSED TO DOUBLE THIS FIGURE. FROM $25,000 To $50.000.
BUT FOR INCOME ABOVE THE $50,000 LEVEL. THE 48 PERCENT

RATE WILL CONTINUE TO APPLY. THIS IS OF OBVIOUS IMPORTANCE
TO SMALLER BUSINESSES, BUT WILL OFFER SOME RELIEF TO ALL.
NO MATTER WHAT THEIR SI1ZE. THE ESTIMATED SAVINGS TO
CORPORATIONS FROM THIS CHANGE 1S ABOUT $1.2 BILLION.
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CORPORATE PROFITS IMPORTANT TO JOBS
WHETHER THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ADOPTS THE HOUSE

VERSION IN EVERY DETAIL OR NOT, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE
GET ACTION ALONG THESE LINES -- AND QUICKLY, T00 FEW
PEOPLE RECOGNIZE YET THAT. OVER THE LAST 25 YEARS,
CORPORATE PROFITS HAVE DECLINED FROM 15.6 PERCENT OF
NATIONAL INCOME TO 9.2 PERCENT. THAT IS NOT A TREND WE
CAN ALLOW TO CONTINUE IF WE REALLY WANT TO DO SOMETHING
LASTING ABOUT JOBLESSNESS IN THIS COUNTRY,

[F WE ARE TO HAVE THE NEW JOBS AND THE STANDARD OF
LVIING NECESSARY TO MEET THE EXPECTATIONS OF OUR POPULATION
OVER THE REMAINDER OF THIS DECADE AND BEYOND, WE ARE SIMPLY
GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE SOME BASIC CHANGES TO PERMIT GREATER
AFTER-TAX PROFITABILITY, SO THAT INVESTMENTS NECESSARY TO EXPAND
PRODUCTIVITY TO SUPPORT THESE GOALS WILL BE MADE.
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TENS OF MILLIONS OF AMERICANS HAVE SUFFERED A
DROP IN REAL INCOME THIS PAST YEAR. BY THE LATEST COUNT.
ABOUT /.5 MILLION AMERICANS ARE OUT OF WORK. UNLESS WE
HAD MADE THAT DECISION TO LET THE GOVERNMENT DO IT ALL IN
THIS COUNTRY, THEN IT WOULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE -- WORSE,
IT WOULD BE INSANE -- TO ADOPT NEW POLICIES WHICH WOULD
FURTHER RESTRICT CORPORATE SECTOR EFFORTS TO MEET THE
EXPANDED NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE,

To THE CONTRARY, [ EXPECT YOU WILL SEE, RELATIVELY
SOON, ACTION TO EXPAND THE FLEXIBILITY OF BUSINESS ALONG
THE LINES OF THE WAYS AND MEANS PROPOSAL | HAVE OUTLINED.
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OTHER URGENT PROBLEMS
BUT NO MATTER HOW URGENT, THIS IS ONLY ONE
AREA OF NEED. WE MUST ACT ON SEVERAL OTHER FRONTS IF WE
INTEND TO HOLD ON TO THE KIND OF SYSTEM WE HAVE AND TO
CONTINUE TO ENJOY ITS FRUITS. IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED THAT
THE PRESIDENT'S ECONOMIC AND ENERGY PROGRAMS TAKEN TOGETHER
WITH THE OPERATION OF CURRENT, ONGOING FEDERAL PROGRAMS, WILL
RUN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTO AN $80 BILLION DOLLAR PLUS
DEFICIT FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS. IHE TAX cUT WHICH CONGRESS
IS LIKELY TO PASS WILL EXCEED THE PRESIDENT'S RECOMMENDATION.
THAT ALONE MAKES IT ALMOST INEVITABLE THAT THE DEFICIT WILL
BE SUBSTANTIALLY BIGGER EVEN THAN THAT HORRENDOUS FORECAST.

E PENDING
IN MY JUDGMENT. ONE OF THE SIGNIFICANT CAUSES OF
OUR CURRENT ECONOMIC WOES HAS BEEN OUR HISOTRY OF EXCESSIVE
FEDERAL SPENDING. WHICH HAS CONTRIBUTED A GREAT DEAL TO AN
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INTOLERABLE LEVEL OF INFLATION DURING THE PAST YEAR. IN
THE FOURTH QUARTER OF 1974, THAT INFLATION RATE RAN ABOUT
14 PERCENT. AND AT THE SAME TIME, IN REAL TERMS. OUR GROSS
NATIONAL PRODUCT DECLINED BY ABOUT 5 PERCENT.

ALTHOUGH PUBLIC ATTENTION HAS SHIFTED FROM INFLATION
TO RECESSION -- AND QUITE PROPERLY, IN MY VIEW, BECAUSE IT
IS OUR MOST IMMEDIATE ECONOMIC PROBLEM —-- IN THE LONG RUN
WE MUST BRING INFLATION UNDER CONTROL IF WE ARE TO SEE
ECONOMIC STABILITY AGAIN,

[ AM WELL AWARE OF THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS THAT HAVE
BEEN PUT FORTH, DESIGNED TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO LIVE WITH
INFLATION, INDEXING, IT IS CALLED, AND IT HAS ITS STRONG
PROPONENTS, OTHERS SHY AWAY FROM THIS APPROACH AND PREFER
CONTROLS. WITH RESPECT TO MANY SEGMENTS OF THE ECONOMY --
CERTAINLY WITH RESPECT TO HOME MORTGAGING PROCEDURE -- VARIANTS
OF BOTH APPROACHES HAVE BEEN OFFERED., WE HAVE BILLS IN THE
CONGRESS TO CONTROL INTEREST RATES. WE HAVE PROPOSALS TO INDEX
INTEREST RATES THROUGH THE VARIABLE MORTGAGE RATE CONCEPT.
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PROPER EMPHASIS

EACH OF THESE APPROACHES DESERVE STUDY. FAR FROM
REJECTING THEM OUT-OF-HAND, [ WOULD WELCOME SERIOUS
CONSIDERATION OF THEM IN THE BANKING AND HousinG COMMITTEES
OF THE SENATE AND THE House. BuUT OUR EMPHASIS OUGHT NOT
T0 BE ON LEARNING HOW TO LIVE WITH INFLATION. OUR EMPHASIS
OUGHT TO BE ON LEARNING HOW TO LIVE WITHOUT IT.

AND THAT IS INEVITABLY GOING TO MEAN NOT JUST LESS
DIRECT FEDERAL SPENDING, BUT IT MEANS PERHAPS DIMINISHING
THE GOVERNMENT'S TENDENCY TO WORSEN INFLATION BY ADDING.
SOMETIMES ARBITRARILY., TO YOUR COST OF DOING BUSINESS.

CLEANING UP THE ENVIRONMENT. INSURING SAFE WORKING
CONDITIONS, FULFILLING THE PROMISE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY.
COORDINATING NATIONWIDE TRANSPORTATION, ARE ALL LEGITIMATE
FUNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.
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BuT, TO CITE A CURRENT EXAMPLE, IS IT REALLY

NECESSARY -- WAS IT REALLY EVEN THE INTENT OF CONGRESS --
TO REQUIRE AMERICAN INDUSTRY TO SPEND 31 BILLION DOLLARS

FOR EQUIPMENT MODIFICATIONS NEEDED TO LOWER THE INDUSTRIAL
NOISE LEVEL? [T MAY BE, AS THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY SAYS IT IS. IT MAY BE NECESSARY ONLY TO REQUIRE

A 13 BILLION DOLLAR MODIFICATION EFFORT. AS THE OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION SAYS IT IS,

WHAT CONCERNS ME, IN THE INTEREST OF FIGHTING
INFLATION, HOWEVER, IS THAT IT MAY NOT BE NECESSARY TO
SPEND ANYWHERE NEAR THIS AMOUNT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE
APPROPRIATE NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS.

Page 14 of 20
c019_016_007_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, Universit)7 of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

w15~

DECISION-MAKING PROCESS

My CONCERN GOES TO THE POINT OF HOW SUCH
DECISIONS ARE MADE. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER IT ENDS UP
COSTING 31 oR 13 BILLION DOLLARS OR MORE, OR LESS., DOES
THE DECISION ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENT TO REQUIRE THAT
EXPENDITURE ADEQUATELY REFLECT THE INFLATIONARY IMPACT
OF SUCH A MAJOR STEP AND THE REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE
SOLUTIONS?

IT 1S NOoT ENoucH FOR CONGRESS TO TAKE SERIOUSLY
THE NEW BUDGET REFORM ACT AND THOROUGHLY ANALYZE TRADE-OFFS
TO BRING FEDERAL SPENDING MORE CLOSELY IN LINE WITH FEDERAL
REVENUES. WE ARE DEALING WITH A 350 BILLION DOLLAR A YEAR
INSTITUTION, AND EVEN ITS SMALLEST ACTIONS ARE LIKELY TO HAVE
AN IMPACT ON THE COST OF SOME PRODUCT OR SOME SERVICE. SOMEWHERE.
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IF WE HAVE MADE THE DECISION IN THIS COUNTRY TO
GIVE THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR EVERY FACET OF OUR
ECONOMIC LIFE TO THE GOVERNMENT. THEN WE NEEDN'T REALLY
HOLD GOVERNMENT AGENCIES ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR DECISIONS.
TO ANYONE BUT THE GOVERNMENT.

BUT WE HAVEN'T MADE THAT DECISION. AND SO WE MUST
HOLD GOVERNMENT AGENCIES ACCOUNTABLE TO THE PUBLIC. THE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. AS MUcH AS OSHA: THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION AND WELFARE, AS MUCH AS
EPA; THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AS MUCH AS ANY REGULATORY
AGENCY, MUST BE REQUIRED TO TAKE SUCH MUNDANE CONSIDERATIONS
AS ECONOMIC IMPACT INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE THEY ACT.

oV - | N?

AND THAT IS GOING TO REQUIRE A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT
ORIENTATION BY CONGRESS. WE HAVE MADE A PROMISING STEP IN
THE DIRECTION OF CONTROLLING HOW MUCH GOVERNMENT SPENDS, WITH
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BUDGET COMMITTEES. AND A CONGRESSIONAL
BUDGET OFFICE. WHICH TOGETHER SHOULD BRING A NEW ELEMENT OF
COORDINATION TO THE APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS.
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WE MUST TAKE THE SAME KINDS OF ACTION ACROSS THE
BOARD, THINKING TWICE., IN OTHER WORDS. BEFORE WE MAKE
DECISIONS THAT DETERMINE HOW MUCH THE PRIVATE SECTOR MUST
SPEND, AND HOW MUCH IT MUST RAISE ITS PRICES AS A RESULT.

SHOULDN'T HAVE COME AS A SURPRISE

THE BURGEONING GROWTH OF THE TRANSFER PRYMENTS
PORTION OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET MAY BE A GOOD THING. IT MEANS
THAT THROUGH SOCIAL SECURITY, THROUGH FOOD STAMPS., THROUGH MANY
SIMILAR PROGRAMS., WE ARE SEEING TO IT THAT THOSE IN NEED ARE
TAKEN CARE OF, BUT, AT THE PRESENT TIME. THE MOST NOTABLE
THING ABOUT THE SIZE OF THAT PORTION OF THE BUDGET., IS THAT
IT HAS COME AS A SURPRISE,

WE INAUGURATED MEDICARE., THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM, IN
THE LAST DECADE AND THEY FILL AN URGENT NEED. BUT WE NEVER
ADVERTED TO THE FACT THAT THE COST OF THESE PROGRAMS INEVITABLY
IS GOING TO EXPAND., AND WE MADE NO PROVISION FOR THAT
EXPANSION,
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THE EXAMPLE OF SOCIAL SECURITY ILLUSTRATES THE POINT.
A RECENT FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT DEMONSTRATES THAT THE SYSTEM
IS NOT LONG EXPECTED TO REMAIN ON A SOUND ACTUARIAL BASIS,
AND BY THE END OF THIS CENTURY., WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES.
THE INCOME FROM THE SOCIAL SECURITY TAX WILL BE WOEFULLY
INADEQUATE TO SUPPLY THE BENEFIT PAYMENTS.

As You KNoW, THE SocIAL SECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL
HAS REJECTED ITS EARLIER RECOMMENDATION FOR NEARLY DOUBLING
THE INCOME LEVEL SUBJECT TO THE FICA TAX. THE FACT REMAINS.
HOWEVER, THAT THE PRESENT RATIO OF 3 IN THE WORK FORCE TO
1 ON THE BENEFIT ROLLS IS EXPECTED TO NARROW SO THAT BY THE
YEAR 2000, THE FICA CONTRIBUTIONS OF Z WORKERS WILL BE
NEEDED TO SUPPORT JUST ONE BENEFICIARY. BY SOME E TIMATES.
IT WILL BE ONE-TO-ONE. ALREADY AN ESTIMATED 50 PERCENT OF
AMERICAN TAXPAYERS PAY MORE IN SOCIAL SECURITY TAX THAN THEY

DO IN FEDERAL INCOME TAX. (CLEARLY SOMETHING MUST BE DONE. AND
SOON., TO SUBSTANTIALLY REFORM THE SYSTEM AND THAT REPORT OF
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE REPRESENTS A SOLID FIRST STEP.
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I DON'T PRETEND TO HAVE THE SOLUTION. BUT ONE
THING WE DEFINITELY DON'T NEED IS THE ADDITION OF ANOTHER
BURDEN TO THE SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST FunD. FOR THAT REASON,
WHEN WE TAKE UP NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE., | HOPE LATER
THIS YEAR, | WILL OPPOSE ANY PLAN THAT WOULD FINANCE THE
NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE THROUGH SOCIAL SECURITY.

UNLESS WE HAVE MADE THE DECISION ALREADY IN THIS
COUNTRY TO TURN EVERYTHING, INCLUDING THE PROVISION OF MEDICAL
SERVICES, OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT., WE WILL SIMPLY HAVE TO FIND
ANOTHER WAY. AND IT IS MY BELIEF THAT WE CAN.

[ DON'T BELIEVE WE HAVE MADE THAT DECISION TO LET
GOVERNMENT CONTROL US, OUR ECONOMY, OUR BUSINESS., AND OUR
LIVES. AND THAT BELIEF IS THE SOURCE OF MY OPTIMISM ABOUT
THE FUTURE,
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I BELIEVE YOU SHARE THAT BELIEF. AS ONE OF YOUR
SMACNA BROCHURES PUTS IT., “SHEET METAL CONTRACTORS ARE
PRETTY INDEPENDENT PEOPLE .... WHO WOULD RATHER ASSUME THE
RESPONSIBILITIES THAT GO WITH INDEPENDENCE THAN WORK FOR
SOMEONE ELSE.”

IT 1S THAT INDEPENDENCE THAT ACCOUNTS FOR YOUR
SUCCESS. THE MINIMAL DEMAND YOU SHOULD MAKE ON YOUR
GOVERNMENT -- AND SMACNA 1S IDEALLY SUITED TO WORK IN YOUR
BEHALF ON THIS IN WASHINGTON -- IS THAT EVERY DECISION WHICH
GOVERNMENT MAKES SHOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE IMPACT IT HAS
ON YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND THAT OF OTHERS, YOUR FREEDOM TO
OPERATE, YOUR FREEDOM AND ABILITY TO MEET THOSE "RESPONSIBLITIES
THAT GO WITH INDEPENDENCE.”

I URGE YOU TO CONTINUE BEING ADVOCATES., INDIVIDUALLY
AND THROUGH SMACNA, FOR THAT OBJECTIVE,

i
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