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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
SISTER CITY DINNER PARTY
AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING
OLATHE, KANSAS
JuLy 20, 1974
IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO BE HERE THIS EVENING AND
PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM WHICH IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE
GOAL OF FORGING STRONGER LINKS OF INTERNATIONAL FRIEND-
SHIP AND UNDERSTANDING.
PRESIDENT EISENHOWER WAS A MAN OF GREAT WISDOM AND
GREAT VISION. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PEOPLE OF ANY NATION
ARE ITS GREAT STRENGTH -- PARTICULARLY AMERICA'S. AND FURTHER,
STILL, HE SAW THAT BY ENCOURAGING CONTACT ON THE LEVEL OF SHARED
INTERESTES BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF OUR NATION AND OTHER NATIONS,
IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO UNITE THE GREAT STRENGTH OF THE

WORLD'S PEOPLES IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE, HARMONY AND GOOD WILL.
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SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENT

ON THIS BASIS, THE PEOPLE TO PEOPLE PROGRAM WAS FOUNDED.
AND AS PART OF THAT PROGRAM THE SISTER CITY CONCEPT HAS GROWN
AND EXPANDED TO THE POINT WHERE IT IS, TODAY, ONE OF THE MOST
SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENTS IN HUMAN RELATIONS THAT HAS EVER BEEN
INITIATED.

IT IS ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGING TO SEE THAT OLATHE, HERE IN
THE VERY HEART OF THE UNITED STATES, 'HAS ESTABLISHED A FORMAL

LINK WITH CHUR, SWITZERLAND, IN THE VERY HEART OF EUROPE. TWO

FINE AND PROGRESSIVE CITIES LOCATED IN THE CENTERS OF TWO
GREAT CONTINENTS HAVE UNDERTAKEN EFFORTS TO EXCHANGE INFORMAT

ION,

VISITORS AND INDIVIDUAL IDEAS IN WHAT PROMISES TO BE A LONG AND

IGHLY REWARDING RELATIONSHIP FOR ALL OF THEIR CITIZENS.
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THE AMERICAN_STORY

THE GIANT SOTRY BOOK WE ARE UNVEILING TONIGHT IS AN
OUTSTANDING FOCAL POINT OF THAT EFFORT. THROUGH ITS DE-
TAILED AND ATTRACTIVE PRESENTATION, THE CITIZENS OF CHUR }7129
WILL GAIN -- THROUGH OLATHE'S STORY -- AN INSIGHT INTO AMERICAN “\
HISTORY AND AMERICAN LIFE WHICH NO STANDARD HISTORY OR TRAVELOGUE
COULD EQUAL.

I EXPECT, TOO, THAT THE WORK, RESEARCH AND EFFORT WHICH
THE CITIZENS OF OLATHE HAVE PUT INTO PREPARING THIS BOOK HAS
BEEN A HIGHLY VALUABLE EXPERIENCE FOR THEM TOO. THERE IS NO
BETTER WAY TO UNDERSTAND YOUR OWN HERITAGE AND WAY OF LIFE
THAN BY ORGANIZING, EXPLAINING AND ILLUSTRATING IT TO A STRANGER.
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OUT OF THE PAGES OF THIS BOOK COMES THE GREAT AMERICAN STORY.
IT IS A STORY OF STRUGGLE AND SCARIFICE; HARDSHIP AND HARD
WORK; AND THE GREATEST MEASURE OF SUCCESS IN ACHIEVING THE
HIGHEST ASPIRATIONS OF MANKIND.

THIS IS WHAT I BELIEVE TO BE THE GREAT VALUE OF THIS
BOOK -- ITS IMPLICIT MESSAGE THAT THE AMERICAN DREAM IS A
REALITY AND REMAINS VITAL IN SPITE OF THE MOMENTARY TROUBLES
AND CONCERNS THAT SOMETIMES CLOUD THE HORIZON.
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A VITAL POINT

AND THIS IS A POINT WHICH I BELIEVE IT IS ABSOLUTELY
VITAL TO COMMUNICATE BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD AT A TIME WHEN
AMERICA'S PROBLEMS, AMERICA'S SHORTCOMINGS, DOMINATE OUR
NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS, AND OUR IMAGE IN THE WORLD. THERE
IS THE GREATEST AND MOST PRESSING NEED TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF
OUR STRONG POINTS AND BE SURE THAT NO ONE EVER ALLOWS THEM TO
BE UNDERESTIMATED.

WHILE WE'RE JUSTIFIABLY PUZZLED AND DISTURBED OVER SO
MANY OF THE PROBLEMS FACING THE UNITED STATES TODAY, LET'S
LOOK AT OURSELVES IN PERSPECTIVE.

LET'S LOOK AT WHAT IS RIGHT WITH AMERICA.
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WHETHER IT BE UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR AT HIGH LEVELS OF
GOVERNMENT, OR IN A FEW LOCAL BOY SCOUT COUNCILS, SOME VIEW
THE EVENTS OF OUR DAY AS EVIDENCE THAT AMERICA IS POSSESSED
OF A PERVASIVE MORAL CANCER.

WHILE SELF-CRITICISM IS HEALTHY, I'D LIKE TO RESTORE
THAT BALANCE OF SELF-CRITICISM AND SELF-CONFIDENCE WHICH HAS
ENABLED AMERICA TO PROGRESS.

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO THROW IN THE TOWEL ON AMERICA.

JUST STOP TO REFLECT ON THE CONDITION OF ALL OF US COM-
PARED TO THE REST OF THE WORLD.
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BASIC FREEDOMS

WHO DO YOU KNOW WHO CAN'T READ AND WRITE?

WE HAVE A LITERACY RATE OF 99 PERCENT AMONG ALL AMERICANS
OVER 14 YEARS OLD.

SCHOOLING IS AVAILABLE TO ALL CHILDREN. 1IN FACT, IT'S
AGAINST THE LAW FOR THEM NOT TO RECEIVE SCHOOLING IF THEY'RE
PHYSICALLY ABLE. AND IF THEY'RE NOT, WE'LL BRING SCHOOL TO
THEM, OFTEN FREE OF CHARGE.

WE HAVE 12,500 PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

OVER 300,000 CHURCHES, BECAUSE WE'RE FREE TO EXERCISE THE
FAITH OF OUR CHOICE -- OR NONE AT ALL.

WE'VE GOT THE RIGHT TO DISSENT.
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IF YOU DON'T LIKE THE GOVERNMENT, OR YOUR LANDLORD, YOU
CAN SAY IT OUT LOUD. YOU CAN CRITICIZE THE PRESIDENT AND YOU
ARE PROTECTED BY LAW. TRY THAT IN MOST OTHER COUNTRIES AND
YOU WILL FIND YOURSELF IN A JAIL.

UNDER OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE, FALSE ARREST IS ALMOST
UNHEARD OF. FALSE IMPRISONMENT IS EVEN MORE RARE. IF YOU ARE
ACCUSED OF A CRIME, AND YOU CANNOT AFFORD A LAWYER, YOUR COURTS
WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH ONE.

IF YOU DON'T LIKE YOUR JOB, YOU CAN QUIT AND YOU CAN TAKE
ANOTHER.

IF YOU WANT TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY, YOU MAY -- NOBODY WILL
TRY TO STOP YOU. AND IF YOU WANT TO COME BACK, YOU KNOW, YOU
SURE ENOUGH CAN!
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IF YOU DON'T LIKE WHERE YOU LIVE, YOU CAN MOVE.

MORE THAN ANY OTHER PEOPLE, WE ARE A NATION OF LAND-
OWNERS. WE MAY HAVE A CONDOMINIUM, OR A SUBURBAN SPLIT-
LEVEL, OR AN APARTMENT, OR A LOT WITH NOTHING ON IT BUT A
MORTGAGE -- BUT IT'S ALL OURS.

WE HOUSE OUR FAMILIES, AND FEED OUR FAMILIES, AND CARE
FOR OUR FAMILIES BETTER THAN ANYBODY ON EARTH. WE HAVE
POVERTY, BUT OUR MORAL FIBER IS SUCH THAT BY BOTH PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE MEANS, WE ARE THE MOST "GIVING" PEOPLE IN THE WORLD.
OUR PRIVATE DONATIONS TO CHARITY ARE MORE THAN THE TOTAL NATIONAL
BUDGET OF MOST COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD.
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GREAT EFFORTS

I RECITE THESE FACTS BECAUSE THEY'RE PART OF OUR BASIC --
YET PRECIOUS -- FREEDOMS. IF IT'S TRITE TO RECALL THEM,
REMEMBER THAT THEY ARE THE RESULTS OF EVERYTHING WE'VE DONE IN
THE PAST. THINGS WE'VE DONE WHICH OFTEN TOOK PLACE IN TROUBLED
TIMES. THINGS WE'VE DONE AGAINST GREAT ODDS. BUT THEYWERE
THINGS WE'VE DONE WHICH TRIUMPHED, AND TRIUMPHED TO SUCH AN EX-
TENT THAT WE NOW TAKE THE RESULTS FOR GRANTED.

WE'RE STILL DOING THESE THINGS TODAY. AND THEY'RE STILL
SUCCEEDING. OUR SELF-CONFIDENCE IS BASED NOT ON SUCCESSES OF
HISTORY ALONE, BUT ON SUCCESSES OF THE PAST DECADE, THE PAST YEAR,
THE PAST MONTH, OF LAST WEEK.

Page 10 of 16
c019_015_036_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

=

SO THIS IS ONE AMERICAN WHO IS FED UP WITH WOULD-BE
INTELLECTUALS EXHORTING THE UNITED STATES TO MASS BREAST-
BEATING. DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN, ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENTS NIXON
AND KENNEDY, SAYS, "AMERICA HAS BECOME A SELF-ACCUSATORY,
EVEN A SELF-FLAGELLATING SOCIETY."

HE'S RIGHT, AND I DON'T LIKE IT. I AM SICK AND TIRED
OF CRITICS WHO SEEM BENT ON MAKING ME ATONE FOR SINS I HAVE
NOT COMMITTED.

THE GUILT GLUT

NO, AMERICA ISN'T SO BAD. OUR FREEDOMS, OUR CULTURE, OUR
STANDARD OF LIVING, OUR SPIRIT OF GIVING WILL STAND UP TO COM-
PARISON WITH ANY NATION ON EARTH.
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OUR BIG TV NETWORK CORPORATIONS AND NEWSMEN SEE THREATS
OF CENSORSHIP EVERYWHERE, BUT WE HAVE NO "D NOTICES" AS IN
ENGLAND, WHERE A COMMITTEE HEADED BY A GOVERNMENT APPOINTEE
SENDS NOTICES -- SCRUPULOUSLY OBSERVED BY BRITISH NEWSPAPERS
-- REQUESTING CERTAIN NEWS STORIES NOT BE PUBLISHED, IN THE
INTEREST OF "NATIONAL SECURITY."

NOR DO WE HAVE A TELEVISION MONOPOLY CONTROLLED BY THE
GOVERNMENT AND REQUIRED "UNOFFICIALLY" TO TOE THE GOVERNMENT
LINE, AS IN FRANCE.

WE HAVE A DOCTRINE OF LAW CALLED HABEAS CORPUS, WHICH
PREVENTS AMERICANS FROM BEING DETAINED IN PRISON FOR MONTHS,
EVEN YEARS, BEFORE CHARGES ARE FILED; UNLIKE HALF-A-HUNDRED
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SO-CALLED "DEMOCRACIES" IN EUROPE, AFRICA, ASIA, AND SOUTH
AMERICA WHERE POLITICAL PRISONERS LANGUISH IN JAIL AT THE
WHIM OF AUTHORITIES.

NOR DO WE SEND OUR DOMESTIC POLITICAL OPPONENTS OFF TO
LUNATIC ASYLUMS. IN JANUARY 1969, A 33-YEAR-OLD RUSSIAN
POET, MOTHER OF TWO CHILDREN, WAS CHARGED WITH "DEFAMING THE
SOVIET STATE AND SOCIAL SYSTEM" AND PACKED OFF TO A PSYCHIATRIC
CLINIC. HER CRIME? SHE SIGNED TWO LETTERS TO THE UNITED
NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION WHICH PROTESTED, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THE GROWING PRACTICE OF DIAGNOSING POLITICAL OPPONENTS
AS "INSANE" AND LOCKING THEM UP IN MENTAL HOMES FOR UNLIMITED
PERIODS.
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WHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD DOES A RICHARD SPECK, KILLER OF
EIGHT NURSES IN CHICAGO, OR A SIRHAN SIRHAN -- ASSASIN OF
SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY -- RECEIVE A QUARTER MILLION DOLLARS
WORTH OF FREE LEGAL SERVICES, AND THE SAFETY VALVE OF LOCAL,
STATE AND FEDERAL REVIEW BOARDS AND APPELLATE COURTS?

I'LL MATCH OUR FREEDOMS WITH ANYONE, ANYWHERE.

NO BARS
"WHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD," ASKS EDITOR JENKIN LLOYD JONES,
"IS THERE A NATION SO MANY HUMAN BEING WOULD LIKE TO GET INTO?"
WHERE ELSE INDEED? OVER 100 THOUSAND FOREIGNERS ASK TO, AND BECDME
UNITED STATES CITIZENS EACH YEAR, SAYS THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION
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AND NATURALIZATION, COMPARED TO LESS THAN 1,000 AMERICANS WHO
VOLUNTARILY GIVE UP THEIR U, S. CITIZENSHIP.

NO, WE'RE NOT A PERFECT NATION YET, BUT AS THE WORLD'S
ONE AND ONLY FULLY DEMOCRATIC MELTING POT, I'D SAY WE'RE DOING
RATHER WELL.

WE LOOK AT WATERGATE AND INFLATION AND SEE THAT OUR
NATIONAL TASK IS NOT COMPLETED. BUT WE CAN LOOK AT OUR RECENT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SEE THAT IT IS A JOB NOW IN PROGRESS --
AND PROGRESSING.

Page 15 of 16
c019_015_036_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-16-

CONCLUSION

SO THIS IS THE MESSAGE OF OLATHE'S GIANT STORY BOOK.
THIS IS THE BIG STORY THE PEOPLE OF OLATHE HAVE TO TELL TO
THE PEOPLE OF CHUR AND OF EVERY OTHER CITY IN SWITZERLAND,
EUROPE AND THE ENTIRE GLOBE.

I BELIEVE IT IS A GREAT STORY, AND THIS IS A GREAT,
AND GOOD NATION. IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE TONIGHT AND
TO JOIN IN OLATHE'S SISTER CITY PROGRAM WHICH WILL DO AN
IMPORTANT AND HIGHLY EFFECTIVE JOB OF TELLING AMERICA'S
STORY.
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