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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
NATIONAL BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BAPTIST TRAINING UNIT CONGRESS

TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH
WICHITA, KANSAS
JUNE 6, 1974

IT IS A PLEASURE TO JOIN WITH THIS GROUP OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS
TODAY .

THIS IS A TIME OF GREAT NEED FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD'S
WORD AND TEACHINGS AMONG OUR. PEOPLE. AND NO MORE EFFECTIVE AND
BETTER INSTRUMENT HAS EVER BEEN FOUND THAN THE LIVES AND VOICES
OF HIS CHILDREN. THIS IS A POINT OF REAL CONCERN TO ME PERSONALLY,
FOR IN RECENT MONTHS WE HAVE SEEN GREAT EMPHASIS IN SOME QUARTERS
PLACED UPON THE NEGATIVE IN OUR LIVES, ON THE SORDID ASPECTS OF
OUR SOCIETY AND ON THE FAILINGS OF MANKIND. WE HAVE SEEN WRONGDOING

EXPOSED -~ WHICH IS AS IT SHOULD BE.
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BUT WE HAVE ALSO SEEN DEVELOP AN ALMOST OBSESSIVE FIXATION
WITH THIS PROCESS. AND IF SOME WAY HAVE COME TO QUESTION THE
MEANING OF AMERICA AND TO FEEL THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE CHANGED FOR
THE WORSE -- THEIR CONFUSION MIGHT BE UNDERSTANDABLE.

UNCHANGING PROMISE OF AMERICA

BUT THE POINT I BELIEVE WE MUST NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF IS THAT
THE MEANING AND PROMISE OF AMERICA IS THE SAME AS ALWAYS, AND OUR‘K\
PEOPLE HAVE NOT CHANGED FOR THE WORSE.

YES, THE NATION AND THE PEOPLE ARE CHANGING -- EVERY DAY. AND
YES, OUR PEOPLE ARE CONCERNED AND SOME MAY EVEN BE TROUBLED WITH THE
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TRENDS AND HAPPENINGS OF THE DAY, BUT THOUGH THEY MAY BE TROUBLED,
WE ARE NOT A NATION OR A PEOPLE IN TROUBLE,

OUR ROOTS ARE STILL DEEP. OUR FAITH -- IN OURSELVES AND IN
OUR NATION -- REMAINS SOUND. AND OUR LIVES ARE DAILY EXPOSED TO
GOD'S LIVING WORD AT WORK IN THE WORLD.

GOD'S WORD AT WORK

WE STILL SEE CHARITY AND COMPASSION FOR OTHERS ALL AROUND US.

WE STILL SEE MEN'S AND WOMEN'S LOVE FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS
EXPRESSED IN SMALL AND MIGHTY WAYS EVERY DAY,

AND THE LORD'S KINDNESS AND MERCY AND UNDERSTANDING ARE
AROUND US AND WITH US AT ALL TIMES,
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I DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS ANY QUESTION THAT THIS IS SO AND
THAT IN AMERICA THESE THINGS ARE MORE DEEPLY AND FIRMLY PART OF
OUR LIVES THAN ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD.

ROLE OF THE CHURCHES

THE REASONS FOR THIS ARE MANY, BUT I BELIEVE ONE OF THE
MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN THE STRENGTH OF OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER
COMES FROM THE CHURCHES AND THE MINISTERS AND THE LAY LEADERS WHO
HAVE SO STEADFASTLY PROCLAIMED GOD'S WORD, SPREAD HIS TEACHINGS AND
KEPT THE FAITH OF OUR PEOPLE AS A LIVING AND VITAL FORCE IN OUR
NATIONAL LIFE,

THIS STEADFAST FAITH OF OURS IS INFINITELY MORE THAN A DRY
AND LIFELESS THEOLOGICAL DOCTRINE. IT IS THE NERVE AND THE FIBER
OF OUR INDIVIDUAL, DAILY EXPERIENCE.
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AND THIS FAITH AND BELIEF WE HOLD IS THE VERY SOURCE OF THE
GREATNESS AND THE GENIUS OF AMERICA.

A GOOD AND GREAT NATION

IN THIS, WE PROCLAIM NOTHING VERY NEW. IT WAS SEEN CLEARLY
BY A WISE FRENCH VISITOR, DETOCQUEVILLE, WHO CAME TO AMERICA
CONSIDERABLY MORE THAN A CENTURY AGO.

WHEN HE ARRIVED, THIS INQUIRING VISITOR TO OUR NEW LAND
PATIENTLY SOUGHT THE GREATNESS AND GENIUS OF AMERICA IN OUR FIELDS
AND IN OUR FORESTS, IN OUR MINES AND IN OUR COMMERCE, IN OUR
CONGRESS AND IN OUR CONSTITUTIONS BUT IN THOSE PLACES HE FOUND
THEM NOT,
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BUT HE SOUGHT FURTHER, AND THEN HE SAID:

“NOT UNTIL I WENT INTO THE CHURCHES OF AMERICA AND SAW HER
PULPITS AFLAME WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS DID I UNDERSTAND THE SECRET OF
HER GENIUS AND POWER."

"AMERICA IS GREAT, BECAUSE AMERICA IS GOOD, AND IF AMERICA
EVER CEASES TO BE GOOD -- AMERICA WILL CEASE TO BE GREAT."

FAITH IN THE FUTURE

WELL, T HAVE NO FEARS OR ANXIETIES FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION
OR OUR PEOPLE. FOR BEYOND THE SENSATION AND THE TURMOIL OF THE PASSING
DAILY EVENTS, I KNOW THAT THE CHURCHES OF AMERICA ENDURE AND GROW.
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THEIR PULPITS ARE STILL LIGHTED BY THE FLAME OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS.
OUR PEOPLE ARE HELD IN GOD'S MERCY, AND WHILE THIS IS SO, AMERICA
WILL NEVER CEASE TO BE A GOOD AND A GREAT NATION,
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