This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
MEETING OF JOINT SERVICE CLUBS
CLAY CENTER, KANSAS
FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1974

I AM PLEASED TO BE HERE TO ADDRESS THIS JOINT MEETING OF THE SERVICE
CLUBS OF CLAY CENTER. THIS IS, IN MANY WAYS, A UNIOUE COMMUNITY WITH A UNIOUE
SPIRIT, WELL ATTESTED TO BY THE COOPERATIVE EFFORT YOU HAVE ALL JOINED IN TO
REBUILD CLAY CENTER AFTER THE TRAGIC STORM OF LAST FALL.
LOCAL SPIRIT PRAISER

I VISITED CLAY CENTER SHORTLY AFTER THE TORNADO STRUCK, AND THEN AGAIN
WHEN YOU LAUNCHED YOUR REBUILD CLAY CENTER CAMPAIGN. I CAN SEE THE PROGRESS
YOU ARE MAKING, AND I ATTRIBUTE IT TO THE SPIRIT OF THIS COMMUNITY -- A SPIRIT
WHICH IS EMBODIED BY THE ATTITUDES AND MOTIVATIONS OF YOU, THE MEMBERS OF THE
KIWANIS, ROTARY, LIONS AND OPTIMISTS CLUBS.

CERTAINLY, THE ACTIVITIES OF GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION PROVED HELPFUL.
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THE FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION, FOR ONE, WAS ACTIVE IN
THIS AREA, AND I WAS PLEASED TO WORK WITH THEM AND WITH YOU IN THE EFFORT TO
RECOVER.

BUT OF COURSE, THE GREATEST SHARE OF THE CREDIT GOES TO YOU AND TO LOCAL
CITIZENS AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS, FOR
HAVING THE DETERMINATION TO GO FORWARD AND RESTORE YOUR CITY, NOT JUST TO ITS
FORMER STATUS, BUT TO BUILD QUT OF THE PAST AN EVEN BETTER FUTURE.

SAME SPIRIT SEEN IN NATION

IT IS THIS SPIRIT, DRIVE AND DETERMINATION OF YOURS, WHICH I THINK IS THE
RULE RATHER THAN THE EXCEPTION IN KANSAS AND ACROSS THIS COUNTRY, WHICH PUTS THE
LIE THE NOTION SOME HAVE THAT THIS COUNTRY HAS LOST ITS MOORINGS AND THAT ITS
SYSTEM HAS SOMEHOW FAILED US.
CRYING WOLF
PERIODICALLY, OVER THE COURSE OF THE LAST FEW DECADES, THERE HAVE BEEN CRIES
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OF WOLF ABOUT THE FUTURE OF AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN SYSTEM. ONE THING OR
ANOTHER WAS SAID TO POSE A DEATH THREAT TO OUR WAY OF LIFE, ONE THING OR ANOTHER
WAS SEEN AS A PORTENT OF OUR DECLINE.

IN THE THIRTIES, IT WAS DEPRESSION AND DUST BOWL.

IN THE FORTIES, IT WAS WAR.

IN THE FIFTIES, IT WAS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM.

IN THE SIXTIES, IT WAS VIETNAM AND RACIAL UNREST.

BUT, IN EACH OF THOSE INSTANCES, WE OVERCAME THE OBSTACLES CONFRONTING US.

QUT OF ADVERSITY -- PROGRESS

DEPRESSION GAVE WAY TO PROSPERITY. DUSTBOWL DISAPPEARED AND THE MOST
FABULOUSLY PRODUCTIVE GRAIN FIELDS IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD TOOK THEIR PLACE.

WAR GAVE WAY TO VICTORY, VICTORY YIELDED PEACE AND PEACE SECURED FREEDOM.

OUR RESOLVE IN THE FACE OF COMMUNISM, NOT TO GIVE IN NOR TO YIELD THEM

Page 3 of 11
c019_014_030_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
htﬁ)://dolearchives.ku.edu

FURTHER CONQUEST LED FIRST TO UNEASY COLD WAR, BUT NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A
QUARTER CENTURY SHOWS PROMISE OF BREAKING OUT INTO A NEW ERA OF RELAXED TENSION
AND A MUCH DIMINISHED THREAT OF INTERNATIONAL HOSTILITY AND FURTHER YAR.

VIETNAM IS ALL BUT OVER AS A DIVISIVE CHAPTER IN AMERICAN LIFE, AND THE
POLARIZATION OF A RACIAL UNREST HAS GIVEN WAY TO AN AMERICAN SCENE TRANSFORMED.
MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE IN AFFORDING EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, BUT MUCH MORE HAS BEEN
DONE THAN LOOKED POSSIBLE IN THOSE DARKER DAYS OF THE SIXTIES.

AGAIN IN THE SEVENTIES -- DIRE PREDICTIONS

NOW, IN THE SEVENTIES, THE NEW WATCHWORD OF THE PROPHETS OF DOOM AND DECLINE
FOR AMERICA AND OUR POLITICAL AND GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM, IS WATERGATE.

AND THE PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE PRESENT STRENGTH AND FUTURE STABILITY OF
AMERICA ARE JUST AS GLOOMY, FROM SOME QUARTERS, IN THE SEVENTIES, BECAUSE OF THIS,
AS THEY WERE IN PREVIOUS DECADES BECAUSE OF OTHER PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES.

Page 4 of 11
c019_014_030_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

B

CONCERN IS REAL

AND THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT, AMERICANS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DISTRESSING
EVIDENCE OF SCANDAL, FAILURE AND MISTAKES WHICH THEY SEE ABOUT THEM.

IN SPITE OF THIS, I RETAIN A BASIC OPTIMISM ABOUT OUR FUTURE. IN ASSERTING
MY OPTIMISM, I DON'T MAINTAIN FOR A MINUTE THAT WE OUGHT TO PUT OUR HEADS IN THE
SAND AND PRETEND THAT WE HAVE NO PROBLEMS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OF THE
MID 1970s. SHORTAGES AND SCANDALS ARE PERSISTENT FACTS OF LIFE IN THIS COUNTRY,
AFFECTING ALL OF US WITH VARYING DEGREES OF IMMEDIACY. AND, FOR ANY OF US WHO
LIVE SO ISOLATED AN EXISTENCE THAT WE FEEL UNAFFECTED BY THEM DIRECTLY, WE STILL
CANNOT IGNORE THEM, THE CAPACITY OF OUR MODERN MEDIA BEING WHAT IT IS.

AND OF COURSE, NO THINKING AMERICAN CAN AVOID BEING TROUBLED BY IT ALL.

TROUBLED BUT NOT IN TROUBLE

BUT I WILL CONTINUE TO ARGUE AGAINST THOSE WHO SEE EVIDENCE IN OUR CURRENT
PROBLEMS, THAT OUR SYSTEM AND OUR INSTITUTIONS HAVE FAILED US.
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WE ARE A TROUBLED NATION. THAT MUCH I WILL ADMIT. BUT WE ARE NOT A
NATION IN TROUBLE.
ENDURING STRENGTH

ESSENTIALLY, WE REMAIN THE STRONGEST NATION ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH --
MEASURED BY ALMOST ANY STANDARD. IN SPITE OF THE STRAINS AND DISLOCATIONS WE ARE
EXPERIENCING, OUR ECONOMY IS STILL FAR AND AWAY THE STRONGEST AND MOST STABLE
THERE IS. AND IT REMAINS THE BULWARK AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT OF THE NATIONS OF THE
FREE WORLD.

SIMILARLY, OUR MILITARY STRENGTH IS THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH THE REST OF THE
FREE WORLD -- IN SPITE OF THE SEEMING RELUCTANCE OF SOME LIKE THE FRENCH TO ADMIT
IT -- CONTINUES TO BASE ITS HOPES FOR FUTURE SECURITY AND PLANS FOR FUTURE PEACE.

HOW GOOD IS AMERICA

BUT MILITARY AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH ARE THE 1970 INDICATORS OF POWER --
WHICH IS NOT NECESSARILY THE EQUIVALENT OF GREATNESS.

WE ARE STRONG -- BUT ARE WE GOOD. THAT SEEMS THE CURRENT QUESTION. AND TO
GET THE MEASURE OF OUR GOODNESS, WE MUST JUDGE OURSELVES BY OTHER STANDARDS THAN
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THE INDICATORS OF POWER. WE MUST JUDGE OURSELVES BY THE SPIRIT OF OUR PEOPLE.
INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF POWER, THE GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, EXPORT-IMPORT TRADE
BALANCE FIGURES, ALL ARE MEANINGLESS, NO MATTER HOW GOOD OR HOW BAD THE NUMBERS
MAY LOOK, UNLESS THIS COUNTRY MEASURES UP WELL AGAINST THE STANDARDS OF CLAY
CENTER.

BY THAT 1 MEAN, WHAT ARE THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY DOING AND WHAT ARE
THEY WILLING TO DO? IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY, HOW DO THEY MEASURE UP?

FIRM NATIONAL PURPOSE

DO THEY RETAIN THE RESOLVE AND DETERMINATION, THE INDEPENDENT SPIRIT THAT
CHARACTERIZED THIS COUNTRY AND THESE PEOPLE AT THE NATIONS® BIRTH, OR HAVE THEY
GONE SOFT IN THE FACE OF UNRELENTING GROWTH IN OUR MATERIAL WELL-BEING AND PROSPERITY?
HAVE WE LOST OUR SENSE OF WHAT OUR FREEDOMS ARE WORTH AND IN THE PROCESS
LOST OUR WILL TO PROTECT THEM?
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I THINK NOT -- AND I REMAIN CONVINCED THAT BY THE REAL INDICATORS OF
NATIONAL STRENGTH, FIRMNESS OF NATIONAL PURPOSE AND VITALITY OF OUR PEOPLE --
AMERICA AND AMERICANS REMAIN THE STRONGEST NATION AND THE STRONGEST PEOPLE IN
THE WORLD.

COMMITTED TO SHARING

ACCORDING TO THE MODERN MEASURES OF SUCCESS, THIS COUNTRY HAS MADE IT.
WE EAT BETTER, LIVE BETTER THAN ANY OTHER PEOPLE ANYWHERE, AT ANY TIME, IN THE
WHOLE SWEEP OF RECORDED HISTORY.

YET, THOUGH WE CAN BE COMFORTABLE, MOST AMERICANS CANNOT REST UNTIL OTHERS
LESS FORTUNATE THAN THEMSELVES ARE COMFORTABLE TOO, AND SHARE'OUR LEVEL OF
WELL-BEING.

WE ARE PROSPEROUS, BUT ARE DETERMINED TO SHARE OUR PROSPERITY WITH OTHERS,
BOTH IN THIS COUNTRY AND ELSEWHERE.
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AND MOST IMPORTANT, WE ARE FREE, BUT AMERICANS ARE UNEASY ABOUT COUNTING
THEIR OWN FREEDOM SECURE OR COMPLETE UNTIL IT IS SHARED ACROSS THE WORLD, BY
OTHERS NOW UNFREE AND OPPRESSED.
FAILURE OF UNDERSTANDING

WE ARE, IN OTHER WORDS, A GOOD PEOPLE. WE HAVE OUR FAULTS AND OUR
SHORTCOMINGS. WE ARE NOT, TO BE SURE, ANGELS. BUT OUR FLAWS ARE NOT FATAL
FLAWS AND OUR FAULTS ARE NOT ALL CONSUMING.

AND THOSE WHO TRY TO TELL US THAT THEY ARE -- WHO TRY TO CONVINCE US THAT
SOMEHOW THE ROOF HAS FALLEN IN ON THE AMERICAN DREAM, WHETHER ITS BECAUSE OF
ENERGY SHORTAGE, INFLATION, OR SCANDAL -- JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND, OR DON'T
WANT TO UNDERSTAND, AMERICA.

FREEDOM THE REAL STANDARD

I, OF COURSE, AM A LEGISLATOR. AND THE QUESTION MAY ARISE, HOW DO ALL OF
THESE OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE GOODNESS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND THEIR INDOMIT -
ABLE SPIRIT, GET TRANSLATED INTO LEGISLATIVE ACTION.
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WITHOUT ADDRESSING MYSELF TO THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF SPECIFIC LEGISLATION,
I WOULD ANSWER THAT QUESTION THIS WAY. THE CHALLENGE OF THIS CONGRESS, AND OF
CONGRESSES TO COME, WILL BE TO LOOK AT LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS NOT JUST WITH A
VIEW TO THEIR COST OR EFFICIENCY, NOR EVEN TO THEIR POTENTIAL FOR SOLVING
PROBLEMS.

THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT STANDARD BY WHICH A LEGISLATOR IN THE 1970's
AND BEYOND MUST JUDGE PROPOSALS IN THE CONGRESS, IS "DO THEY ENHANCE OR INHIBIT
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MORE FREE AND OPEN SOCIETY IN AMERICA?"

WITH EVERY NEW CONGRESS, WITH EVERY NEW ADMINISTRATION, WITH EVERY NEW
POPULAR CAUSE THAT MAY ARISE, THERE IS THE SUGGESTION OF A NEW CHALLENGE, A

NEW GOAL, A NEW RALLYING CRY FOR AMERICA.
THE BASIC AMERICAN GOAL

THESE GOALS CAN ALL BE MERITORIOUS IN THEIR OWN RIGHT. BUT WHETHER IT BE
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AN END TO INFLATION, IMPROVED EDUCATION, LOWER UNEMPLOYMENT, A REDUCED FEDERAL
BUDGET, OR GETTING A MAN ON THE MOON, THE GOAL MUST BE MEASURED AGAINST THE
STANDARD OF THE ONE OVERRIDING COMMITMENT ON WHICH ALL AMERICANS AGREE -- OUR
COMMITMENT TO A FREE AND OPEN SOCIETY. IT IS THE JOB OF THE GOVERNMENT THAT
SEEKS TO HELP US ACHIEVE THESE LESSER GOALS, NOT TO INTERFERE WITH, NOR DISTURB
THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE IN ACHIEVING THAT HIGHEST AMERICAN GOAL. FOR IN
SUCH AN OPEN SOCIETY, THERE IS NO ONE OBJECTIVE WE ALL MUST ADHERE TO, BUT EACH
OF US ARE FREE TO PURSUE QUR OWN INDIVIDUAL GOALS.

IT IS THE REAL MEASURE OF AMERICA AND HER PEOPLE, THAT WHEN WE ARE LEFT
TO PURSUE OUR PRIVATE GOALS IN THIS WAY, SO MANY OF US, LIKE YOU HERE IN CLAY
CENTER, SET THE COMMON, PUBLIC GOOD SO HIGH ON OUR LIST OF PRIVATE PRIORITIES.
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