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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

BERGEN COUNTY REPUBLICAN FUNDRAISER
NEPTUNE INN
PARAMUS , NEW JERSEY
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1972

NOW THAT THIS CAMPAIGN IS ALMOST OVER, I WOULD LIKE TO
SAY -- WELCOME TO THE NEW MAJORITY. WE HAVE RUN A GOOD CAMPAIGN
AND T LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING ITS EXPECTED RESULT ON TUESDAY --
A WIN FOR RICHARD NIXON, THAT IS MORE THAN JUST A VICTORY FOR A
MAN OR EVEN A POLITICAL PARTY.

IT IS GOING TO BE A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IN THE POLICIES
THAT HAVE PUT US ON THE THRESHOLD OF A FULL GENERATION OF PEACE IN
THE WORLD. AND THE RESTORATION OF REASONABLE, RESPONSIBLE AND
RESPONSIVE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT HERE AT HOME.
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CLEAR CHOICE -- EASY CHOICE

THE POINT HAS BEEN MADE OVER AND OVER AGAIN SINCE THE
CONVENTIONS OF THIS SUMMER THAT THE CHOICE FOR PRESIDENT THIS YEAR
PROBABLY REPRESENTS THE CLEAREST CHOICE ON PROGRAMS AND IDEOLOGY
THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE FACED AT ANY TIME IN THIS CENTURY.

IT IS ALSO ONE OF THE EASIEST CHOICES THEY HAVE EVER HAD TO MAKE.
SOME OF THE ISSUES MAY BE COMPLEX BUT THE ALTERNATIVES CAN BE
STATED SIMPLY.

WOULD YOU RATHER HAVE RICHARD NIXON AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
OF THE STRONGEST NATION IN THE WORLD, OR WOULD YOU PREFER TO LET
GEORGE MC GOVERN COME IN AND ENGINEER THE DISMANTLING OF OUR
MILITARY DEFENSES.

WOULD YOU RATHER HAVE RICHARD NIXON -- WHO NEGOTIATED
THE FIRST SALT AGREEMENT -- TO CONTINUE WORK ON FURTHER AGREEMENTS TO
LIMIT NUCLEAR ARMS OR WOULD YOU PREFER GEORGE MC GOVERN, WHO SEEMS
TO FAVOR ABRUPT UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT OVER A PHASED MUTUAL REDUCTION
OF STRATEGIC WEAPONRY.
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WOULD YOU RATHER HAVE RICHARD NIXON, UNDER WHOSE
LEADERSHIP WE HAVE ALL BUT SETTLED THE VIETNAM CONFLICT ON TERMS
THAT KEEP AMERICAN HONOR AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL STABILITY
INTACT, OR WOULD YOU PREFER GEORGE MC GOVERN WHO HAS ALREADY PROMISED
THAT, AS PRESIDENT, HE WOULD RE-NEGOTIATE THE AGREEMENT AND TURN IT
INTO A SURRENDER.

THAT IS A CLEAR AND EASY CHOICE; INDEED TO MY WAY OF
THINKING, IT IS MORE LIKE NO CHOICE AT ALL, FOR IT IS A CHOICE
BETWEEN A PROVEN LEADER IN RICHARD NIXON AND GEORGE MC GOVERN, WHO
HAS TAKEN ALMOST TWO YEARS TO PROVE ONLY THAT HE HAS NO LEADERSHIP
POTENTIAL.

TO GET OUT THE VOTE -- BIGGEST CHALLENGE

BUT AS WE NEAR ELECTION DAY, MY GREATEST FEAR IS NOT THAT
PEOPLE WILL MAKE THE WRONG CHOICE BUT THAT THEY MAY MAKE NO CHOICE
AT ALL. LULLED INTO A FALSE OVERCONFIDENCE BY THE POLLS, CONVINCED
PERHAPS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS IT IN THE BAG AND BOESN'T NEED THEIR
VOTE, MANY SUPPORTERS OF RICHARD NIXON MAY THINK THEY CAN STAY HOME
ON ELECTION DAY.
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BUT BELIEVE ME, NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH.
AND IN THE SHORT TIME BETWEEN NOW AND THE SEVENTH, THERE IS NOTHING
THAT IS MORE IMPORTANT FOR US ALL TO CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS ON
THAN THE CHALLENGE OF GETTING OUT THE VOTE.

FOR THE LAST TWO STRAIGHT ELECTIONS, THE PERCENTAGE ACTUALLY
VOTING OF THOSE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THIS COUNTRY HAS STEADILY
DECLINED. WE CAN REVERSE THAT TREND, IF WE WORK AT IT, AND INSURE
THAT RICHARD NIXON NOT ONLY WINS THIS ELECTION, BUT THAT HE WINS
RE-ELECTION AS A RESULT OF THE GREATEST VOTER TURN-OUT IN AMERICAN
HISTORY.

ON RECORD FOR PEACE

OUR GOAL IS NOWTO PUT THIS COUNTRY ON RECORD -- AND THE
WORLD ON NOTICE -- THAT THE FORWARD-LOOKING POLICIES OF RICHARD NIXON
TO KEEP THIS COUNTRY STRONG AND TO BUILD PEACE ON THE FOUNDATION
OF THAT STRENGTH HAVE THE POSITIVE SUPPORT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.
AND THAT GEORGE MC GOVERN'S NAIVE AND ILL-CONSIDERED POLICIES OF
PLANNED WEAKNESS FOR AMERICA HAVE BEEN REJECTED.
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WE CAN PUT THIS COUNTRY ON RECORD -- AND ITS DETRACTORS ON
NOTICE -- THAT THE EMPHASIS RICHARD NIXON PLACES ON THE VIRTUES
OF AMERICA AND HIS DESIRE TO BUILD ON THAT GOODNESS HAVE THE POSITIVE
SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY. AND THAT THE HAND-WRINGING,
GUILT-RIDDEN-SYSTEM-HAS-FAILED-US VIEW OF AMERICA WHICH GEORGE
MC GOVERN PUTS FORTH, HAS BEEN RESOUNDINGLY REJECTED.

THE VOTERS CHOICE THIS YEAR IS A SIMPLE ONE TO MAKE.

THROUGHOUT THIS.CAMPAIGN, I HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT
PROGRAMS -- THOSE THE PRESIDENT HAS PROPOSED AND IMPLEMENTED AND
THOSE GEORGE MC GOVERN HAS PROPOSED AND THEN MODIFIED AND THEN
CHANGED AND THEN ABANDONED AND REPLACED.

THERE IS ANOTHER CONSIDERATION TO KEEP IN MIND AS WELL.
PERHAPS IT IS THE OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION IN THIS AS IN ANY
ELECTION. ADMITTEDLY, IT IS SOMETIMES HARDER TO DEAL WITH THAN
PROGRAMS AND POSITION PAPERS. BUT IT IS NO LESS, AND IN THE FINAL
ANALYSIS CERTAINLY, A GREAT DEAL MORE IMPORTANT THAN ALL OF THAT.
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I AM TALKING ABOUT THE CAPACITY FOR LEADERSHIP IN EACH OF
THE RESPECTIVE CANDIDATES. WE KNOW FROM THE LAST FOUR YEARS WHAT
RICHARD NIXON CAN DO. AND WE KNOW ALSO, HOW HE GOES ABOUT DOING IT.

WE KNOW THAT HE CARRIES HIMSELF WITH DIGNITY, WHETHER HE IS
WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OR ABROAD. WE KNOW THAT WHEN HE ADDRESSES
THE NATION -- BE IT HIS OWN OR THE SOVIET UNION, AS HE DID IN THAT
UNFORGETTABLE TELEVISED ADDRESS TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE, THAT HE SPEAKS
IN MEASURED TONES, THAT HE EXHIBITS RESPECT FOR THE INTELLIGENCE AND
FOR THE DECENCY OF THOSE TO WHOM HE SPEAKS. AND WE KNOW THAT HE
ALWAYS CARRIES HIMSELF IN SUCH A WAY AS TO EARN IN RETURN, THE
RESPECT THAT IS DUE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

IN FOUR YEARS, RICHARD NIXON HAS ESTABLISHED MANY GREAT
GOALS FOR THE NATION. BUT AS A PERSONAL GOAL, IT IS EVIDENT, HE
HAS DETERMINED TO RESTORE DIGNITY TO THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY
AND THE HIGH REGARD IT RIGHTLY MERITS FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND
THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD.
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A HANDSHAKE AT PEKING

ONE HAS ONLY TO REMEMBER A FEW GLIMPSES OUT OF THE LAST
FOUR YEARS TO RECOGNIZE THIS. THE GREETING AT THE AIRPORT IN
PEKING WHERE ONE PROLONGED AND HISTORIC HANDSHAKE SET THE WORLD
IN MOTION TOWARD A PROCESS OF REDUCTION OF INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS,
TOWARD GREATER COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GREAT POWERS, TOWARD PEACE.
SIMILARLY THERE WAS HIS VISIT TO MOSCOW. MANY PUNDITS AND
COMMENTATORS THOUGHT THE MOSCOW SUMMIT WAS DOOMED AFTER THE
PRESIDENT MADE THE HARD DECISION TO MINE THE HARBORS OF NORTH
VIETNAM. SOME EVEN PREDICTED WORLD WAR III WAS IMMINENT. BUT THE
SUMMIT TOOK PLACE AND AT ITS COMPLETION, THE WORLD LEARNED OF
AGREEMENT, AT LONG LAST, BETWEEN THE WORLD'S TWO GREAT NUCLEAR
POWERS TO BEGIN AN END TO THE ARMS RACE AND MAKE A START TOWARD
A MORE PEACEFUL WORLD WITHOUT THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR WAR.

PRESIDENT NIXON IS AT ALL TIMES CONSCIOUS OF HIS GREAT
RESPONSIBILITY AS THE LEADER OF THIS GREATEST NATION IN THE WORLD.
NOT JUST AS THE LEADER OF THE STRONGEST MILITARY POWER -- BUT AS
LEADER OF THE NATION THAT, IN MODERN TIMES, HAS THE STRONGEST POWER TO
INSPIRE OTHER NATIONS AND HAS MAINTAINED ITS STRONG COMMITMENT TO ITS
FOUNDING IDEAL -- THE DIGNITY OF ALL MEN.
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AWARENESS OF RESPONSIBILITY

EVERYWHERE HE GOES, PRESIDENT NIXON GOES WITH AN AWARENESS
OF HIS RESPONSIBILITY AS OUR REPRESENTATIVE AND AS THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF OUR IDEALS.

IT IS NO GREAT INSULT TO A MAN TO SAY THAT HE IS NOT
PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER. NOT EVERY MAN HAS WHAT IT TAKES, NOT EVERY
MAN HAS THE FORTITUDE OR THE IMAGINATION OR THE INTELLIGENCE, OR
THE VISION, TO BE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

IN HIS ALMOST TWO YEARS OF CAMPAIGNING, GEORGE MC GOVERN HAS
DEMONSTRATED THAT HE IS WANTING'IN SEVERAL RESPECTS AS A
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE.

ON THE LEVEL OF PROGRAMS AND PROPOSALS, HE HAS NOT
INFREQUENTLY BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE UP HIS MIND PRECISELY WHICH PROPOSAL
HE IS BEHIND. HE HAS HAD THREE WELFARE REFORM SCHEMES -- ALL OF THEM
TOO RADICAL FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. HE HAS TAKEN MOST SIDES OF THE
ISSUE ON SCHOOL BUSING TO ACHIEVE RACIAL BALANCE. HE HAS BEEN FOR
LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA THOUGH NOW HE WOULD LIKE US TO FORGET THAT.
HE HAS FAVORED GENERAL UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY FOR DRAFT DODGERS,
THOUGH NOW HE HAS SOUGHT TO CONFUSE EVEN THAT ISSUE.
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SOME POSITIONS HE HAS CHANGED OVER THE COURSE OF WEEKS
AND MONTHS, WHILE OTHERS HE HAS CHANGED OVER THE COURSE OF AN
AFTERNOON -- LIKE THE TIME HE DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF PIERRE SALINGER'S
TRIP TO PARIS TO TALK WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AT NOON, AND THEN
AT THREE O*CLOCK THE SAME DAY, HE ISSUED A FORMAL STATEMENT CLAIMING
SALINGER HAD GONE UNDER MC GOVERN'S PERSONAL INSTRUCTION.

BUT IT IS LESS ON THE LEVEL OF PROGRAM AND POLICY THAN ON
THE LEVEL OF PERSONAL POTENTIAL FOR LEADERSHIP THAT I THINK GEORGE
MC GOVERN HAS LOST THE SYMPATHY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

'MORE PETULANCE THAN PRINCIPLE'

THEY PERCEIVE IN'HIM, THIS MAN WHO HAS PUT HIMSELF ON A
PEDESTAL OF PIETY, MORE PETULANCE THAN PRINCIPLE, MORE HYPOCRISY
THAN HIGH-MINDEDNESS.

IN THE LAST THREE MONTHS THEY HAVE SEEN GEORGE MC GOVERN'S
CANDIDACY DEGENERATE FROM INITIAL RADICALISM, TO INCONSISTENCY
MOTIVATED BY THE DESIRE TO GAIN VOTES. AND THEN FROM INCONSISTENCY
INTO DESPERATION WHICH LED TO THE FINAL DECOMPOSITION OF HIS NEW
POLITICS INTO THE OLD AND DISCREDITED POLITICS OF SMEAR, SLANDER
AND SLUR.
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AS GEORGE MC GOVERN SAW HIS INITIAL SUPPORT SLIPPING
AWAY, THE NATION BEGAN TO SEE HIS LOUDLY PROCLAIMED, LOFTY IDEALS
SLIPPING AWAY AS WELL.

GRADUALLY, THE LEVEL OF GEORGE MC GOVERN'S CAMPAIGN BEGAN
TO DESCEND TO THE LEVEL OF THE PUT-DOWN, THE TONE OF HIS RHETORIC
DESCENDED TO THE VERNACULAR OF THE STREET. WHERE ONCE HE SPOKE OF
“THE POWER OF LIFE AND FAITH TO MOVE MOUNTAINS", NOW HE SLANDERS
HIS OPPONENT AND HIS DEFECTING SUPPORTERS, BUT MOST OF ALL BY HIS
TACTICS, HE SMEARS HIMSELF.

HE HAS COMPARED THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO HITLER
ON REPEATED OCCASIONS. HE HAS EQUATED THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO THE REGIME OF HITLER AND THE THIRD REICH. HE HAS COMPARED THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY TO THE KLU KLUX KLAN. HE HAS LIBELED YOUNG PEOPLE
WHO SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT SAYING THEY ARE TOO CONFUSED TO KNOW WHICH
END IS UP AND THAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE THEIR HEADS EXAMINED.
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IN THE MIND OF GEORGE MC GOVERN, APPARENTLY, THIS IS WHAT
PASSES FOR LEADERSHIP AND MORAL SUASION. IT HAS FUELED, AMONG SOME
OF HIS ADHERENTS, A REVIVAL OF THE SHOCK TROOP TACTICS OF THE
THIRTIES, WHEN SPEAKERS WERE SHOUTED DOWN AND HECKLED AND HARASSED.

THESE MC GOVERNITES HAVE DISRUPTED SPEAKING APPEARANCES OF
THE VICE PRESIDENT AND HAVE EVEN STOOPED TO HARASSMENT OF REPUBLICAN
WOMEN REPEATEDLY. IN BOSTON, ON OCTOVER 31st, AN UNRULY AND VIOLENT
MOB OF MC GOVERN SUPPORTERS RIOTED OUTSIDE A HALL WHERE THE FIRST LADY
WAS APPEARING, TRASHED THE AREA, AND SOME WHO GOT INSIDE ATTEMPTED TO
SHOUT MRS. NIXON DOWN. ON THE SAME DAY, ACROSS THE COUNTRY IN
SACRAMENTO, MRS. ANNE ARMSTRONG, OUR REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CO-CHAIRMAN,
ACCOMPANIED BY SEVERAL WIVES OF ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS, WAS
HARASSED, INSULTED AND SHOUTED DOWN AS SHE MADE A CAMPAIGN STOP
WITH THE GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA AND OTHER OFFICIALS.
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IT IS GEORGE MC GOVERN'S EXAMPLE THAT HELPS TO FUEL THIS
OUTRAGEOUS ACTIVITY. IT IS GEORGE MC GOVERN'S EXAMPLE, AND HIS
OUTRIGHT CONDEMNATION OF SUCH TACTICS THAT COULD HELP BRING IT TO
AN END. BUT SO FAR, MC GOVERN HAS REMAINED SILENT. HE HAS SAID
NOT ONE WORD TO TRY TO BRING HIS OWN SUPPORTERS UNDER CONTROL. NOT
ONE WORD OF EVEN MILD DISAPPROVAL OF THESE RUDENESSES AND
DISRUPTIONS HAS COME FROM GEORGE MC GOVERN.

THAT IS A FAR CRY FROM HIS EARLIER CALL TO HIS NEW POLITIC
POWER OF LIFE AND FAITH TO MOVE MOUNTAINS. BUT HE SPOKE OF THAT
AT HIS CONVENTION. THINGS WERE LOOKING UP THEN. IT WAS EASY TO
BE INSPIRATIONAL. NOW THAT HE IS LOSING, HE HAS REPLACED
INSPIRATION WITH VILIFICATION, HIS IDEAS HE HAS REPLACED WITH
INNUENDO AND HIS PRINCIPLES WITH SLANDER.

HE HAS BEEN CAMPAIGNING AS MR. MORALITY, AS GOOD OLD
CLEAN-LIVING, HIGH-MINDED GEORGE MC GOVERN FROM THE PLAINS. BUT THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE SEEN THROUGH HIS SELF-RIGHTEOUS, ERSATZ
SAINTLINESS. AND THEY HAVE HAD ENOUGH OF HIS MORALIZING.
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IT IS NO INSULT TO BE UNQUALIFIED FOR THE PRESIDENCY --
BUT IT'S NO GREAT HONOR EITHER. THE LEAST A MAN WHO FINDS HIMSELF
IN MC GOVERN'S POSITION COULD DO, HOWEVER, IF HE IS COMMITTED TO HIS
OWN VIEW, IS SEEK TO OFFER IT TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, PRESENT IT
IN A HIGH-MINDED WAY AND STIMULATE A DISCUSSION OF THE ISSUES.

BUT NOT GEORGE MC GOVERN.

FINDING HIMSELF FAR BEHIND IN THE POLLS -- AND ACCORDING
TO ONE AT LEAST, STILL LOSING GROUND -- HE HAS BEGUN THROWING THE
MUD AROUND. HIS CHARGES AGAINST THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AND THE NIXON
ADMINISTRATION, THAT THEY HAVE SABOTAGED HIS OWN CAMPAIGN ARE NOT ONLY
ABSURD AND TRANSPARENT ATTEMPTS TO COVER UP THE INCOMPETENCE OF HIS
OWN CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATION BUT THEY ARE PRACTICALLY ALL HE HAS TALKED
ABOUT LATELY.
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UNDERMINE CHANCE FOR PEACE

HE AND HIS RUNNING-MATE STILL TALK ABOUT PEACE FROM TIME-
TO-TIME, THE ISSUE GEORGE MC GOVERN EXPLOITED TO THE HILT IN
SERVICE TO HIS OWN AMBITION, BUT WHEN THEY DISCUSS IT, THEIR TALK
SERVES ONLY TO UNDERMINE CONFIDENCE IN THE PEACE AGREEMENT RICHARD
NIXON HAS BROUGHT ALMOST TO FINALITY.

THEY TALK ABOUT SABOTAGE AND SPECIAL INTEREST AND SET
THEMSELVES UP AS THE PERSONIFICATIONS OF VIRTUE. BUT IT WON'T
WASH WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. GEORGE MC GOVERN'S NEW POLITICS
CAMPAIGN HAS BOILED DOWN TO THIS AND TO THIS ALONE -- NARROW
IDEOLOGICAL ELITISM, WITH A HEAPING HELPING OF AMBITION.

VOW OF DISUNITY

WHO ELSE IN MODERN HISTORY, FOR INSTANCE, HAS EVER CAMPAIGNED
ON A PLEDGE TO UNITE THE COUNTRY AND AT THE SAME TIME VOWED NOT TO
SUPPORT THE WINNER WHEN HE IS DEFEATED. EVERY CANDIDATE IN MEMORY
PLEDGES UNITY AND SUPPORT OF THE WINNER, IF HE LOSES -- EXCEPT
GEORGE MC GOVERN.
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THOSE WHO DO NOT SUPPORT HIM, HE ACCUSES OF BEING
DIVISIVE, BUT WHAT MORE DIVISIVE ATTITUDE IS THERE THAN THIS.
GEORGE MC GOVERN BELIEVES IN HIMSELF, BUT IN LITTLE ELSE, OR SO
IT WOULD SEEM. CERTAINLY HE SHOWS NO FAITH IN THE PEOPLE OF THIS
COUNTRY OR IN ITS CAPACITY TO GET ALONG VERY WELL WITHOUT HIM AND
HIS SANCTIMONIOUS SERMONS ON MORALITY.

WELL, WE HAVE GOTTEN ALONG WITHOUT GEORGE MC GOVERN IN THE
PAST. AND WE SHALL DO SO FOR THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, WHICH I BELIEVE
CAN BE FOUR OF THE BEST YEARS IN THE LONG AND PROUD HISTORY OF
AMERICA.

AND ON THAT POINT, LET ME END WHERE I BEGAN -- WITH AN
URGENT PLEA THAT WE DEVOTE THE NEXT THREE DAYS GETTING OURSELVES
AND OUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS READY FOR ELECTION DAY. THAT WE DO WHAT
WE CAN TO CONVINCE ALL AROUND US THAT VOTING THIS YEAR IS NOT
SOMETHING WE CAN TAKE FOR GRANTED. IT IS A PRECIOUS RIGHT. AND NOW
MORE THAN EVER, IT IS AN URGENT RESPONSIBILITY.

Page 15 of 16
c019_013_022_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

P

LET US MAKE SURE THAT WHEN RICHARD NIXON WINS NEXT
TUESDAY, THE VICTORY HE WINS NEEDS NO QUALIFICATIONS. LET IT
BE UNMISTAKEABLY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE -- ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF
THE UNITED STATES THAT IS HEARD ON NOVEMBER 7th. HE HAS EARNED
THEIR ENDORSEMENT. HE HAS EARNED THEIR CONFIDENCE. HE HAS
EARNED THE SECOND TERM HE NOW SEEKS.
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