
REMARKS OF HONORABLE BOB DOLE 

YOUNG REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP TRAINING CONFERENCE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 1972 

I WOULD GUESS THAT AS YOUNG REPUBLICANS, YOU HAVE HEARD ENOUGH, AND 

PROBABLY MORE THAN ENOUGH, ABOUT BEING THE FUTURE LEADERS OF OUR PARTY. YOU 

ARE THAT. EVERYBODY KNOWS IT. AND SO THERE IS LITTLE TO GAIN FROM MY TALK-

ING ABOUT IT NOW AND BELABORING THE OBVIOUS WHEN OUR CONCERNS AND THE REPUB-

LICAN PARTY'S NEEDS ARE MUCH MORE IMMEDIATE. 

YOU ARE HERE AT THIS FINE YOUNG REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE --

AND I DO WANT TO ADD MY VOICE TO THOSE WHO HAVE COMMENDED THE ORGANIZERS OF 

THE CONFERENCE FOR THE EXCELLENT JOB THEY HAVE DONE -- YOU ARE HERE NOT TO 

LEARN TO BE TOMORROW'S LEADERS, BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE AMONG THE LEADERS OF TODAY. 

AND BELIEVE ME, THE LEADERSHIP ROLE YOU WILL FILL IN THIS ELECTION YEAR --

AND HOW WELL YOU FILL IT -- IS GOING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. IT MAY MAKE THE 

CRUCIAL DIFFERENCE. 
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NO CAUSE FOR OVER CONFIDENCE 

LAST WEEK, I ADDRESSED THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE AT THEIR 

MEETING HERE IN WASHINGTON. THEY KNEW, AS YOU KNOW, THAT WE GO INTO THIS 

CAMPAIGN WITH MANY ADVANTAGES WE DID NOT ENJOY IN 1968. 

THEY KNEW, AS YOU KNOW, THAT WE HAVE A RECORD OF PERFORMANCE BY A RE-

PUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION TO CAMPAIGN ON THIS YEAR. AND THAT RECORD CAN MAKE 

OF INCUMBENCY AS GREAT AN ADVANTAGE FOR THE GOP IN 1972 AS IT WAS A LIABILITY 

FOR THE DEMOCRATS IN 1968. 

WHAT WE COULD ONLY PROMISE TO DO IN 1968, WE CAN POINT TO AS DONE --

AND DONE WELL -- IN 1972. 

WE HAVE THAT ASSET AND WE HAVE OTHERS THAT ARE IMPORTANT. UNLIKE THE 

DEMOCRATS, WE KNOW WHO OUR NOMINEE WILL BE. UNLIKE THE DEMOCRATS, WE HAVE 

THE ISSUES TO RUN ON. UNLIKE THE DEMOCRATS, WE HAVE A UNIFIED PARTY THAT IS 

READY TO WORK. 

BUT ALSO UNLIKE THE DEMOCRATS, WE HAVE GOOD REASONS TO BE CONFIDENT 

OF VICTORY IN NOVEMBER. THIS IS A BLESSING TO BE THANKFUL FOR, BUT IT IS 

NOT AN UNMIXED ONE. 
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FOR AS THE ONE-TIME FRONT-RUNNER FOR THE DEMOCRATS' PRESIDENTIAL NOMIN-

ATION LEARNED LAST TUESDAY IN NEW HAMPSHIRE -- CONFIDENCE CAN LEAD TO OVER 

CONFIDENCE. AND OVER CONFIDENCE CAN LEAD TO DISASTER. 

AND SO LET ME TELL YOU JUST WHAT I TOLD THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE LAST 

WEEK. I ADVISED THEM, AND STRONGLY URGED THAT THEY NOT BE OVER CONFIDENT ABOUT 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION THIS YEAR. THE WORST THING THEY COULD DO, I TOLD 

THEM, WAS TO INDULGE IN EITHER OVER CONFIDENCE OR APATHY ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN. 

THERE IS TOO MUCH AT STAKE IN THIS ELECTION TO RISK LOSING IT BECAUSE 

ANY OF US THOUGHT IT WAS IN THE BAG. WE HAVE STRONG ASSETS AND, OF COURSE, 

I AM GLAD WE DO. BUT WE CANNOT AFFORD THE TIME IT TAKES TO SIT BACK AND 

COUNT OUR BLESSINGS. AND NEITHER CAN WE AFFORD TO SIT BACK AND GLOAT ABOUT 

THE PROBLEMS THE DEMOCRATS ARE HAVING. 

GOP ASSETS NO SURPRISE 

WE SHOULD HAVE EXPECTED THAT AFTER THREE YEARS IN THE WHITE HOUSE, WE 

WOULD HAVE A RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENT WE COULD RUN ON PROUDLY. THERE IS NO 

SURPRISE IN THAT. AND FOR THE DEMOCRATS, DISUNITY AND DISSARAY HAVE BECOME 

A WAY OF LIFE -- A CONSTANT IN THE EQUATION OF ELECTION CAMPAIGNS. 
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BUT IT IS NOT THE CONSTANTS THAT I AM CONCERNED ABOUT, NOR SHOULD YOU 

BE CONCERNED ABOUT THEM. WE COULD HAVE PREDICTED LONG AGO THAT WITH RICHARD 

NIXON AS THE INCUMBENT AND THE DEMOCRATS AS THE OPPOSITION PARTY, THE GOP 

WOULD BE IN A GOOD POSITION AT THE START OF THE 1972 CAMPAIGN. THAT WAS 

A GIVEN FACT. WHAT WE HAVE TO BE CONCERNED WITH NOW IS THE VARIABLES IN 

THIS CAMPAIGN. WITH THE UNKNOWNS. AND ONE OF THE BIGGEST UNKNOWNS IN THE 

CURRENT CAMPAIGN, THE BIGGEST QUESTION MARK, IS THE SO-CALLED 11 YOUTH" VOTE. 

THIS YEAR, AS YOU KNOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN RECENT AMERICAN ELECTORAL 

HISTORY, A WHOLE NEW GROUP OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WILL BE VOTING IN THE NATIONAL 

ELECTION. THERE ARE ALMOST 25 MILLION AMERICANS, AGED 18-24 WHO WILL BE CAST-

ING THEIR FIRST VOTES THIS NOVEMBER. 
11 YOUTH VOTE 11 OR YOUNG VOTERS? 

HOW THEY WILL VOTE AND WHAT THEIR POLITICAL BEHAVIOR WILL BE HAS BEEN 

UP UNTIL NOW LARGELY A MATTER OF GUESSWORK BY THE POLLSTERS AND THE PUNDITS. 

AND WE CAN'T KNOW FOR SURE WHAT THEY WILL DO UNTIL AFTER THE ELECTION WHEN 

ALL THE VOTES ARE COUNTED AND ALL THE ANALYSES ARE IN. BUT THEN, OF COURSE, 

IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO CHANGE THE RESULT. 

SO IT IS UP TO US NOW, STARTING TODAY IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY STARTED, 

TO DO WHAT YOU CAN TO BRING IN THE VOTE OF YOUNGER AMERICANS FOR RICHARD NIXON. 
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THAT IS A LARGE ASSIGNMENT IF YOU THINK ONLY IN TERMS OF THE 25 MILLION 

POTENTIAL NEW VOTERS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE IN NOVEMBER. BUT IT SERVES NO USEFUL 

PURPOSE TO THINK IN THOSE ASTRONOMICAL TERMS. WE ARE NOT OUT TO CAPTURE 

SOME NEBULOUS SHARE OF SOME ILLUSORY THING CALLED THE YOUTH VOTE. WE ARE NOT 

OUT TO CAPTURE A BLOC OF VOTES. THE GOP DOESN'T GO AFTER BLOCS. IT GOES 

AFTER VOTERS . 

AND IF YOU LOOK AT IT THAT WAY, THE JOB ASSUMES MANAGEABLE PROPORTIONS. 

WE ARE NOT GOING TO TRY AND MANIPULATE AN ENTIRE GENERATION A LA ALLARD LOWEN-

STEIN; WE ARE GOING TO MAKE AN APPEAL TO INDIVIDUAL VOTERS, INDIVIDUAL YOUNG 

VOTERS, JUST AS WE TRY TO APPEAL TO INDIVIDUAL VOTERS OF EVERY AGE. 

STUDENTS PICK NIXON 

AND WHEN YOU LOOK AT IT THAT WAY, NOT ONLY IS THE JOB LESS STAGGERING, 

BUT YOU FIND THAT THERE IS GOOD REASON FOR OPTIMISM. BECAUSE WE FIND, FOR 

EXAMPLE, THAT THE RESULTS OF A NATIONWIDE POLL OF COLLEGE STUDENTS -- A POLL 

RELEASED JUST YESTERDAY -- SHOWS THAT OUT OF A DOZEN POSSIBLE CHOICES FOR 

PRESIDENT, RICHARD NIXON IS THE MAN MOST OFTEN PICKED BY THOSE INDIVIDUAL 

YOUNG VOTERS I AM TALKING ABOUT AS THE ONE THEY 11 WOULD MOST LIKE TO SEE 

ELECTED IN 1972. II 
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AND IN A STATEWIDE STUDENT PRIMARY CONDUCTED IN FLORIDA ON TUESDAY, 

RICHARD NIXON AGAIN WAS THE CHOICE OF THE COLLEGE STUDENTS. NOT ONLY DID 

HE WIN THE COLLEGE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY, BUT HE OUTPOLLED THE WINNER OF THE 

DEMOCRAT BALLOTING BY A SIGNIFICANT MARGIN. 

THE POLLS ARE EVERYWHERE SHOWING AN INCREASE IN STUDENT SUPPORT FOR 

THE PRESIDENT. AND MY TRAVELS AROUND THE COUNTRY ALSO INDICATE THIS. 

TURNING PROMISES INTO PERFORMANCE 

IN THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS, MY TRAVELS HAVE ALLOWED ME THE OPPORTUNITY 

OF VISITING WITH MANY OF THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE I GO, I HAVE HEARD 

PRAISE FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

OF COURSE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE PLEASED BY THE DRAFT REFORM WHICH THE 

PRESIDENT PUT INTO EFFECT, BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, SHORTLY AFTER HE TOOK OFFICE. 

OF COURSE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE FACT THAT DRAFT CALLS HAVE 

BEEN STEADILY DECLINING UNDER RICHARD NIXON TO THE POINT WHERE NOW FOR THE 

FIRST HALF OF THIS CALENDAR YEAR, THEY WILL TOTAL NO MORE THAN 15,000. AND 

YOUNG VOTERS, IF THEY DON'T REMEMBER, OUGHT TO BE REMINDED THAT IN THE LAST 

YEAR OF THE LAST DEMOCRAT ADMINISTRATION, DRAFT CALLS RAN AT A RATE TEN TIMES 

GREATER -- A RATE OF 300,000 PER YEAR. 
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AND, OF COURSE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE RECORD OF RICHARD 

NIXON IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THEY KNOW THAT HE IS BRINGING THE TROOPS HOME, AND 

IF THEY DON 1 T KNOW, THEY OUGHT TO BE TOLD THAT BY MAY FIRST, HE WILL HAVE 

BROUGHT HOME SOME 87 PERCENT OF OUR TROOPS. 

AND, OF COURSE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE PLEASED BY THE SUPPORT THIS PRESIDENT 

GAVE TO THE ENFRANCHISEMENT OF 18-YEAR-OLDS. 

AND, OF COURSE, YOUNG VOTERS ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE FACT THAT THIS 

REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION UNDER RICHARD NIXON WAS THE FIRST NATIONAL ADMINI-

STRATION TO MAKE THE PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT A NATIONAL PRIORITY. 

BUT LET US NOT MAKE THE MISTAKE OF TRYING TO BASE AN APPEAL TO YOUNG 

VOTERS SOLELY ON THE BASIS OF WHAT SOMEBODY MAY HAVE DEFINED AS 11 YOUTH ISSUES. 11 

IT MIGHT BE WELL TO KEEP IN MIND WHAT CANDIDATE RICHARD NIXON SAID IN 1968 

WHEN HE DEFINED HIS SUPPORT FOR THE ENFRANCHISEMENT OF YOUNG AMERICANS. HE 

SAID THEN THAT 11 I SUPPORT THE 18-YEAR-OLD VOTE, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE OLD ENOUGH 

TO FIGHT, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE SMART ENOUGH TO THINK. 11 AND AFTER HAVING 

MET A NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE AROUND THIS COUNTRY WHO ARE INTERESTED IN POLI-

TICS AND IN GOOD GOVERNMENT, I WOULD ONLY ADD THAT THEY ARE DETERMINED ENOUGH 

TO THINK FOR THEMSELVES. 
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APPEAL. TO YOUTH ON TOTAL NIXON RECORD 

SURE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DRAFT AND VIETNAM AND 

ECOLOGY. BUT THAT IS NOT ALL THEY KNOW OR CARE ABOUT. I BELIEVE THAT IF 

WE APPEAL TO THEM ON THE BASIS OF THE TOTAL NIXON RECORD, WHICH IS A POSITIVE 

RECORD OF REFORM IN GOVERNMENT, OF RESTORATION OF WORLD PEACE, AND OF RENEWAL 

OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT, THEN WE MAKE AN APPEAL TO THEM THAT 

THEY WILL RESPOND TO WITH ENTHUSIASM. 

BUT IN ORDER FOR THAT RESPONSE TO COME, WE HAVE TO DO OUR JOBS WELL. 

WE HAVE TO SEE TO IT THAT THE YOUNG VOTER KNOWS WHAT RICHARD NIXON HAS DONE 

FOR THIS COUNTRY. WE HAVE TO MAKE SURE THAT THE YOUNG VOTERS AND THAT EVERY 

VOTER KNOWS THE RECORD OF THIS REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION. 

AND I BELIEVE THAT IF WE CAN ACCOMPLISH THAT, IF WE CAN MAKE THE 

STORY OF THIS REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION KNOWN TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY, 

YOUNG AND OLD, THEN WE CAN TRULY AFFORD TO BE CONFIDENT ABOUT THE OUTCOME 

OF THE ELECTION IN NOVEMBER AND ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY. 

BECAUSE IF THE PEOPLE KNOW WHAT RICHARD NIXON HAS ACCOMPLISHED IN HIS 

FIRST TERM AND WHAT HAS BEEN BEGUN IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, THEN THEY WILL 
HtAA 

GIV)f A SECOND TERM AND THE CHANCE HE NEEDS AND DESERVES TO FINISH THE WORK 

HE HAS BEGUN. 
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