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THEY ARE OF WAR, | FIND THAT THEY ARE ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT HOW WE END
AN INVOLVEMENT THAT HAS BEEN SO LONG AND COSTLY. THEY WANT TO MAKE SURE

THAT IT IS ENDED, AND ENDED HONORABLY -- NOT JUST FOR THE AMERICAN MEN

WHO ARE SERVING IN INDOCHINA TODAY: BUT FOR THEIR YOUNGER BROTHERS AND
SONS AS WELL.
CONCERN FOR POWS
THEY WANT US TO LEAVE INDO WITH OUR HANDS CLEAN, AND OUR
ALLIES LEFT WITH M;ﬁgﬁSELVES. AND THEY DO NOT

WANT OUR PRISONERS OF WAR ENDANGERED OR ABANDONED.

REASONABLE MEN MAY ARGUE -- AND HAVE -- ABOUT THE TIMING AND
SPEED WITH WHICH SUCH A SETTLEMENT IS REACHED, BUT | BELIEVE MOST AMERI-
CANS CAN STAND TOGETHER BEHIND THIS GENERAL SET OF GOALS. | AM CONVINCED
THAT TODAY WE ARE CLOSER TO REACHING SUCH A SETTLEMENT THAN EVER, AND |
BELIEVE THE FACTS REFLECT THIS.

CASUALTIES DOWN

TODAY, AMERICAN CASUALTIES ARE ONLY A FRACTION OF WHAT THEY WERE
WHEN RICHARD NIXON TOOK OFFICE. HALF OUR TROOPS HAVE ALREADY BEEN SuUC-
CESSFULLY WITHDRAWN FROM VIETNAM, AND ONE SERVICE BRANCH, THE U. S. MAR-

INES, HAS COMPLETELY SHUT DOWN COMBAT OPERATIONS. THREE YEARS AGO,
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THERE WERE 87,000 MARINES IN SOUTH VIETNAM. TODAY THERE ARE LESS THAN
ONE-TENTH OF THAT NUMBER. OUR OVER-ALL TROOP STRENGTH IS THE LOWEST
gt
POINT IN FIVE YEARS, AND CONTINUOUSLY DECREASING AS THE PRESIDENT WINDS
DOWN THE WAR THROUGH VIETNAMIZATION.

DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS TOTALLY SATISFIED WITH
THE PROGRESS THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE? | DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS A CLEAR

YES OR NO ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION. A CLEAR MAJORITY, | AM CONVINCED,

GIVE THE PRESIDENT CREDIT FOR THE TREMENDOUS JOB HE HAS ALREADY DONE,
REVERSING THE WHOLE MOMENTUM OF THE WAR.

NIXON TURNS TIDE

LET US NEVER FORGET THAT RICHARD NIXON INHERITED A POLICY OF

N

ESCALATION WITHOUT VICTORY FROM HIS PREDECESSORS IN OFFICE. BUT HE HAS

TURNED THE TIDE -- TURNED IT TO A POLICY OF HONORABLE, ORDERLY AMERICAN
DISINVOLVEMENT.

AS | REMARKED A MOMENT AGO, PEOPLE MAY DISAGREE ABOUT THE SPEED
WITH WHICH THE WAR IS ENDING TODAY. BUT ALMOST ALL OF THEM REALIZE

THAT, FOR AMERICA, THE WAR 1S ENDING. AS MORE AND MORE AMERICAN FIGHT-
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ING MEN RETURN HOME, AND AS THE CASUALTY RATE DROPS CLOSER AND CLOSER

TO THE ZERO POINT, THEIR FAITH IN OUR PRESIDENT AND OUR PARTY WILL BE-

COME FIRMER AND MORE UNANIMOUS.
THAT IS WHY | AM A CAUTIOUS BUT SOLID OPTIMIST ABOUT 1972. |
‘-—-—-

BELIEVE THAT LONG BEFORE THE '72 ELECTIONS, AMERICAN CASUALTIES IN

VIETNAM WILL BE AT OR NEAR THE ZERO POINT, AND THE VIETNAMIZATION PRO-

GRAM WILL HAVE MADE FURTHER GIANT STRIDESXIN PLAIN ENGLISH, | SEE
® THE REPUBLICAN PARTY COMING TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN 1972 AS THE PARTY

OF PEACE -- AND THAT IS A GOAL WORTH WORKING FOR*

POST-WAR |SSUES

TO THE EXTENT THAT THE WAR DISSIPATES AS AN ISSUE, WE CAN EX-

PECT THE ECONOMIC ISSUE TO COME TO THE FOREFRONT. IT IS AN OLD ADAGE

S ——

THAT IN POLITICS, NOBODY SURVIVES FOR LONG ON GRATITUDE ALONE. AS WINSTON

CHURCHILL FOUND OUT IN JULY OF 1945, WHEN PUBLIC CONCERN SHIFTS FROM
WAR TO DOMESTIC POLICY, THE NEW |SSUES MUST BE ADDRESSED, OR DEFEAT

BECOMES A REAL POSSIBILITY,
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IN THE CASE OF SIR WINSTON'S WAR-TIME GOVERNMENT, THE END OF

WAR BROUGHT POLITICAL DEFEAT. THE TORIES, AND CHURCHILL WITH THEM,

WERE TURNED OUT OF OFFICE AND REPLACED BY POLITICIANS WHO PROMISED
THE WORKING MAN PIE IN THE SKY.

AS THE REPUBLICAN PARTY SETTLES THE WAR ISSUE AND WINS THE
PEACE, COULD THE SAME THING HAPPEN HERE? COULD THE OLD DEMOCRAT PRO-
PENSITY FOR EXTRAVAGANT PROMISES DIVERT THE AMERICAN PUBLIC DURING A
PERIOD OF DIFFICULT ECONOMIC TRANSITION FROM A WARTIME TO A PEACETIME
ECONOMY?

DEMO SURGE DISCOUNTED

TO ME, THIS IS A GENUINE POSSIBILITY. BUT THE PRESIDENT'S

WHOLE APPROACH TO GOVERNMENT MAKES IT UNLIKELY. WHILE ENDING THE WAR,

-

HE HAS NOT NEGLECTED AMERICA'S ECONOMIC HEALTH. UNLIKE SOME OF OUR

PAST NATIONAL LEADERS, HE DOES NOT OPERATE ON A CRISIS-TO-CRISIS BASIS.
HE BELIEVES IN TREATING PROBLEMS BEFORE THEY REACH THE CRITICAL POINT.
SO, WHEN 1972 ARRIVES, THE DEMOCRATS WILL NOT HAVE A BATTERED

ECONOMY TO EXPLOIT AS AN ISSUE. THE INFLATION WE INHERITED FROM THE
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"NEW FRONTIER" AND THE "GREAT SOCIETY" WILL BE UNDER CONTROL. IN THE
FIRST QUARTER OF IQhWE HAVE SEEN AMERICA CHALK UP THE BIGGEST QUAR-
TERLY INCREASE IN THE GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT IN OUR ENTIRE NATIONAL
HISTOR*T‘\*HE COUNTRY 1S EXPERIENCING A HOUSING BOOM OF MAJOR PROPOR-
TIOA:T~ BUILDING OF NEW DWELLINGS IS RUNNING ABOUT 50 PERCENT HIGHER
THAN LAST YEAR AND FINANCING FOR POTENTIAL HOMEOWNERS 1S LOOSENING UP.

LEADERSHIP AT THE TOP

\\~\‘ WE HAVE SEEN THE MOST REMARKABLE STOCK MARKET RECOVERY IN DEC-
ADES, AND, WITHIN THE PAST FEW HEEEET WE HAVE SEEN THE DOLLAR WEATHER
ITS STRONGEST CHALLENGE IN MANY YEARS.

NONE OF THESE THINGS HAPPENED BY ACCIDENT. FEW OF THEM WERE
ACHIEVED WITH THE COOPERATION OF AN OFTEN HOSTILE OPPOSITION MAJORITY
IN THE CONGRESS. THEY WERE THE RESULT OF COOL, COMPETENT LEADERSHIP
AT THE TOP -- THE KIND OF PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP AMERICANS WANT AND
DESERVE.

AND IT IS REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP.,, LEADERSHIP WHICH A BITTERLY

DIVIDED DEMOCRAT PARTY WAS NOT ABLE TO GIVE THE NATION IN THE 1960'S, AND
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WILL NOT BE ABLE TO OFFER AGAIN IN 1972,
> FOR, IN COMMENTING ON THE FUTURE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, IT IS

IMPOSSIBLE TO IGNORE THE CONDITION OF THE DEMOCRATS, AT LEAST IN PASSING.

THE TWO ARE CLOSELY RELATED, FOR THE GAINS OF ONE ARE THE LOSSES OF THE
OTHER. AND RIGHT NOW, | SEE THE GOP GAINING.

PARTY OF CREDIBILITY

WE ARE MAINTAINING OUR REPUTATION AS THE PARTY OF CREDIBILITY.
WE STAND FOR A CREDIBLE POLICY FOR ENDING THE WAR -- SOMETHING THAT WAS
LACKING UNDER THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION -- AND THE PEOPLE KNOW IT.
WE STAND FOR CREDIBLE, EFFECTIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT, IN CONTRAST
S R
TO THE CHAOS AND PERMISSIVENESS OF THE 1960'S -- AND THE PEOPLE KNOW IT.
WE STAND FOR RESPECT FOR BASIC AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS THAT SOME
oy ey
POLITICIANS IN THE DEMOCRAT PARTY SEEM TO HAVE ABANDONED -- VALUES LIKE
RESPECT FOR THE LAW, SUPPORT OF A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE, AND EMPHASIS

ON REFORM RATHER THAN REVOLUTION =-- AND THE PEOPLE KNOW IT.
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HOPE FOR WORLD PEACE

AND, AS THE PRESIDENT WAS ABLE TO ANNOUNCE LAST WEEK, THIS

ADMINISTRATION HAS MADE WHAT MAY BE THE MOST IMPORTANT BREAKTHROUGH

YET IN THE LONG SEARCH FOR WORLD PEACE AND STABILITY.

THE PRESIDENT'S DISCLOSURE OF A BREAKTHROUGH IN THE|SALT TALKS
OFFERS ENCOURAGEMENT TO ALL AMERICANS AND TO THE WHOLE WORLD. TODAY
THERE |S NEW HOPE FOR A REAL AND LASTING PEACE -- FOR A FUTURE WITH LESS
CHANCE OF NUCLEAR WAR.

A REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION HAS BEGUN TO ACHIEVE WHAT IT

ALWAYS SAID IT WAS SEEKING -- AN_END TO THE ERA OF CONERONTALION: A

BEGINNING TO AN ERA OF NEGOTIATION,

AND WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO REACH THIS AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIET
UNION FOR THE NEGOTIATION OF ARMS CONTROLS NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF PRESI-
DENT NIXON'S DETERMINATION TO HAVE MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS, BUT ALSO
BECAUSE OF HIS DETERMINATION TO KEEP THE UNITED STATES STRONG ENOUGH

TO NEGOTIATE FROM A POSITION OF MILITARY PARITY.

—

—
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