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OF THESE MEN. THIS WAS MADE CLEAR IN THE PRESIDENT'S TELEVISION
ADDRESS TO THE NATION.

INCIDENTALLY, I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US TO REMEMBER EXACTLY WHAT IS
MEANT BY AN HONORABLE END TO OUR INVOLVEMTN IN VIETNAM. THE QUESTION IS, NOT
ONE OF VICTORY OR DEFEAT, BUT SIMPLY WHETHER OR NOT WE WILL ALLOW A COMMUNIST
TAKEOVER. THE SECOND FACTOR IN AN HONORABLE SETTLEMENT IS THE SAFETY AND WELL-
BEING OF AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR IN THE HANDS OF THE ENEMY. A RECENT NATIONAL
POLL REVEALED THAT A FIVE-TO-ONE MAJORITY OF AMERICANS WANT US TO LEAVE VIETNAM
IN SUCH A WAY THAT OUR POW'S ARE NOT ABANDONED TO THE TENDER MERCIES OF THE COM-
MUNISTS TO BE USED AS INTERNATIONAL HOSTAGES. THIS ADMINISTRATION IS PLEDGED TO
SUCH A POLICY. IT WILL NOT BE SWAYED BY THE IRRESPONSIBLE RHETORIC OF THOSE
WHO WOULD RUSH AMERICA INTO ACTIONS THAT MIGHT JEOPARDIZE THE SAFETY OF OUR
POW'S.

THAT IS WHAT I MEAN WHEN I SPEAK OF AN HONORABLE POLICY TO END THE WAR.

THE INTELLIGENT, COURAGEOUS LEADERSHIP OF RICHARD NIXON, WHO REFUSED TO
BE TEMPTED BY THE SHORT-TERM REWARDS OF DEMAGOGUERY, IS SUCCESSFULLY BRINGING US
THROUGH THIS NATIONAL ORDEAL.

MILITARY UNDER ATTACK

BUT PERHAPS THE OVERRIDING ISSUE OF TODAY IS OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE PREPAREDNESS.

NOTHING IN LIFE IS MORE FUNDAMENTAL THAN SURVIVAL ITSELF, AND YET, IN THE
OVERHEATED NATIONAL DIALOGUE ABOUT "RE-ORDERED PRIORITIES" AND "HUMAN NEEDS," THE
BASIC ISSUE OF NATIONAL SURVIVAL HAS BEEN DOWNGRADED AND RIDICULED BY THOSE WHO
WOULD DISTRACT THE PUBLIC WITH SHORT-TERM ISSUES WITH POLITICAL SEX APPEAL.

I CANNOT REMEMBER ANY TIME IN MY LIFETIME WHEN THE AMERICA MILITARY HAVE

BEEN SUBJECTED TO A MORE CONCERTED, INCESSANT CAMPAIGN OF ABUSE DURING THE PAST
SEVERAL YEARS. NO SINGLE GROUP DESERVES FULL BLAME FOR IT. SOME MEMBERS OF THE
PRESS, OF THE ELECTRONIC MEDIA, AND EVEN OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE, HAVE JOINED
IN THE ATTACK.
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THE TRAGEDY IS THAT, IN THEIR SHORT-SIGHTEDNESS, THEY DO NOT REALIZE THAT
WHAT THEY ARE ATTACKING IS MORE THAN THE AMERICAN MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT -- IT
IS THE VERY-ABILITY OF OUR NATION TO PROTECT ITSELF IN A TURBULENT, NUCLEAR AGE.
THE FACTS OF LIFE IS AN ATOMIC AGE ARE UNDENIABLE. THE GREATEST THREAT
TO AMERICAN SECURITY -- MORE LONG-LASTING AND MORE PERILOUS THAN VIETNAM --IS
RUSSIA'S GROWING NUCLEAR ARSENAL.
LESSON OF PEARL HARBOR

LAST MONTH I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO AN AUDIENCE IN HAWAII. THERE,

TOO, I DISCUSSED THE PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, AND THE UNPRECEDENTED ATTACK
BEING LAUNCHED AGAINST OUR ARMED FORCES TODAY. BECAUSE IT WAS HAWAII --AN OUT-
LYING LINK IN OUR CHAIN OF NATIONAL DEFENSES, AND THE SCENE, A GENERATION AGO,
OF THE DAY THAT LIVED IN INFAMY -- T THINK I REALIZED THE FULL UREGENCY OF MY
MESSAGE FOR THE FIRST TIME.

THOSE WHO LIVED THROUGH THE HORROR AND DISBELIEF OF THE ATTACK ON PEARL
HARBOR WILL NEVER FORGET IT. AFTER THE BITTER LESSON OF 1941, AMERICANS VOWED
NEVER TO BE TAKEN BY SURPRISE AGAIN -- ESPECIALLY IN A NUCLEAR AGE, WHEN THERE
CAN BE NO LAST-ROUND COMEBACK.

UNFORTUNATELY, SOME AMERICANS HAVE FORGOTTEN THE TRAGIC LESSON OF PEARL
HARBOR -- THE LESSON THAT OUR FUTURE AS A FREE PEOPLE DEPENDS ON OUR STRENGTH
AS A NATION.

EISENHOWER KEPT AMERICA STRONG

AS GEORGE WASHINGTON WARNED HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMEN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES
AGO, "TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTUAL MEANS OF PREVENTING
IT." THIS LESSON WAS NOT LOST ON PRESIDENT EISENHOWER.

DWIGHT EISENHOWER -- WHO ENDED THE WAR IN KOREA HONORABLY, JUST AS RICHARD

NIXON IS ENDING THE WAR IN VIETNAM HONORABLY -- RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR A STRONG
NATIONAL DEFENSE.

AND WHEN HE LEFT OFFICE IN 1961, AMERICA BENEFITED FROM HIS WISDOM. THE
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UNITED STATES HAD AN OVERWHELMING NUCLEAR SUPERIORITY OVER THE SOVIET UNION --
A SUPERIORITY THAT ENABLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY TO FACE DOWN THE RUSSIANS DURING
~ THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS A FEW YEARS LATER.
BUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF THE DISARMERS AND THE FOES OF NATIONAL SECURITY
HAVE THEIR WAY? WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF WE ALLOW THEM TO STRIP OUR ALREADY WEAKENED
DEFENSES? WHAT WILL HAPPEN THE NEXT TIME WE MUST FACE UP TO ALIEN AGGRESSION
IF THE NUCLEAR CARDS ARE STACKED AGAINST US?
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RUSSIANS BUILD SUPERIORITY

THESE ARE NOT PLEASANT QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT. THE ANSWERS
ARE NOT VERY REASSURING. MILITARILY, HERE IS WHERE AMERICA STANDS
TODAY IN RELATION TO THE SOVIET UNION. FROM A POSITION OF CLEAR SUPER-
IORITY IN THE EISENHOWER YEARS, OUR COUNTRY'S STRATEGIC POSTITION HAS
BEEN GRADUALLY ERODED.

BY THE MID-1970'S, THE RUSSIANS CAN BE EXPECTED TO HAVE A FORCE
OF 1,900 LAND-BASED ICBM's. THIS WOULD GIVE THE RUSSIANS MORE THAN
ENOUGH STRENGTH TO WIPE OUT ALL AMERICAN CITIES OF SUBSTANTIAL SIZE,
AND A STRONG SUPERIORITY OVER OUR OWN MISSILE FORCE.

BESIDES HER LAND-BASED MISSILES, RUSSIA NOW HAS A FLEET OF
17 MISSILE-LAUNCHING SUBMARINES, WITH ANOTHER I5 IN VARIOUS STAGES OF

CONSTRUCTION. TWO YEARS AGO, SHE HAD ONLY FOUR.

THIS MEANS THAT TODAY NEARLY ALL OF THE POPULATION OF THE
UNITED STATES -~ YOU, | AND EVERYONE ELSE IN THIS ROOM, PLUS MOST OF

THE REMAINDER OF THE NATION == LIE WITHIN RANGE OF RUSSIA'S SUBMARINE
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| THINK | REALIZED THE FULL URGENCY OF MY MESSAGE FOR THE FIRST TIME.
THOSE WHO LIVED THROUGH THE HORROR AND DISBELIEF OF THE ATTACK
ON PEARL HARBOR WILL NEVER FORGET IT. AFTER THE BITTER LESSON OF 1941,
AMER|ICANS VOWED NEVER TO BE TAKEN BY SURPRISE AGAIN.
UNFORTUNATELY, SOME AMERICANS HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT VOW, AND THE
TRAGIC LESSON WE LEARNED AT PEARL HARBOR =-- THE LESSON THAT OUR FUTURE
AS A FREE PEOPLE DEPENDS ON OUR STRENGTH AS A NATION.

E|SENHOWER RECOGNIZED DEFENSE NEEDS

AS GEORGE WASHINGTON WARNED HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMEN NEARLY TWO
CENTURIES AGO, "TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTUAL
MEANS OF PREVENTING IT."

THIS LESSON WAS NOT LOST ON PRESIDENT EISENHOWER. HE RECOGNIZED
THE NEED FOR A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE.

AND WHEN HE LEFT OFFICE IN 1961, AMERICA BENEFITED FROM HIS
WISDOM. THE UNITED STATES HAD AN OVERWHELMING NUCLEAR SUPERIORITY OVER
THE SOVIET UNION -- A SUPERIORITY THAT ENABLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY TO

FACE DOWN THE RUSSIANS DURING THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS A YEAR LATER.
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AS A RESULT, RUSSIAN MISSILES WERE PEACEFULLY REMOVED FROM CUBA,
AND A POTENTIAL THREAT TO OUR NATIONAL SURVIVAL WAS ELIMINATED.

BUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN |IF THE DISARMERS AND THE FOES OF NATIONAL
SECURITY HAVE THEIR WAY? WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF WE ALLOW THEM TO STRIP
OUR ALREADY WEAKENED DEFENSES? WHAT WILL HAPPEN THE NEXT TIME WE MUST
FACE UP TO ALIEN AGGRESSION IF THE NUCLEAR CARDS ARE STACKED AGAINST
us?

RUSSIAN INTENT IONS CLEAR

THESE ARE NOT PLEASANT QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT. THE ANSWERS
ARE NOT VERY REASSURING. THE SOVIET UNION HAS PUBLICLY AND REPEATEDLY
ART ICULATED ITS GOAL OF WORLD CONQUEST. AMERICA IS THE ONLY REAL BAR-
RIER TO THAT DRIVE FOR GLOBAL DOMINATION; THEREFORE, AMERICA IS THE
PRIME TARGET FOR SOVIET MILITARY PLANNING. OUR ONE-WAY DISARMERS TRY
TO GLOSS OVER THIS. THEY TELL US THAT THE RUSSIANS CAN BE RELIED ON
TO BE REASONABLE. AFTER ALL, WE ARE TOLD, THEY ARE ONLY HUMAN. WHY
WOULD THEY WANT TO BOTHER US?

THE SAME KIND OF TALK COULD BE HEARD IN HUNGARY IN 1956, RIGHT

BEFORE RUSSIAN TANKS ROLLED INTO BUDAPEST. |IT COULD BE HEARD IN
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN 1968, JUST BEFORE THAT UNFORTUNATE COUNTRY WAS
OCCUPIED BY THE RUSSIAN ARMY.
NOW WE HEAR THE SAME TALK FROM THE LIPS OF AMERICAN POLITICIANS
WHO OUGHT TO KNOW BETTER. AND IF THEIR VIEWS PREVAIL, IT WILL ONLY BE
A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE AMERICA 1S AS VULNERABLE TO NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL
AS CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND HUNGARY WERE TO INVASION.

THE MILITARY BALANCE

MILITARILY, HERE IS WHERE AMERICA STANDS TODAY IN RELATION TO
THE SOVIET UNION. FROM A POSITION OF CLEAR SUPERIORITY IN THE EISEN-
HOWER YEARS, OUR COUNTRY'S STRATEGIC POSITION HAS BEEN GRADUALLY ERODED.
BY THE MID-1970'S, THE RUSSIANS CAN BE EXPECTED TO HAVE A FORCE OF 1,900
LAND-BASED ICBM'S. THIS WOULD GIVE THE RUSSIANS MORE THAN ENOUGH
STRENGTH TO WIPE OUT ALL AMERICAN CITIES OF SUBSTANTIAL SIZE, AND A STRONG
SUPERIORITY OVER OUR OWN MISSILE FORCE.

BESIDES HER LAND-BASED MISSILES, RUSSIA NOW HAS A FLEET OF 17
MISSILE-LAUNCHING SUBMARINES, WITH ANOTHER 15 IN VARIOUS STAGES OF CON-

STRUCTION. TWO YEARS AGO, SHE ONLY HAD FOUR.
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THEY WILL ONLY HAVE THE HALF-TRUTHS, DISTORTIONS AND UNKEEPABLE PROMISES
OF THE OTHER SIDE TO GUIDE THEM,

WE CAN WIN == AND | THINK WE WILL WIN NEXT YEAR'S ELECTION -- BUT
WE CAN ONLY DO IT WITH YOUR SUPPORT AND YOUR HARD WORK.

THE MAN BEHIND THE PROGRAM

| AM CONFIDENT [N YOU, AND | AM CONFIDENT IN THE MAN WE SUPPORT.
LOOK AT HIM, AND LOOK AT HIS RECORD.

RICHARD NIXON IS SMART. HE |S TOUGH. HE DOES NOT KNUCKLE UNDER
TO PRESSURE. HE DOES NOT REACT TO THE PANIC OF THE MOMENT. HE LOOKS DOWN
THE LONG ROAD TOWARD WHAT IS GOOD FOR AMERICA. THAT KIND OF LEADERSHIP
IS NOT EASY TO COME BY IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES, BUT IT IS MORE URGENTLY
NEEDED TODAY THAN EVER.

| BELIEVE THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE REALIZE THIS NEED AND RECOG-
NIZE THE QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP -- AND THE QUALITY OF RESULTS =-- THAT
RICHARD NIXON HAS GIVEN THEM. AND THAT IS WHY | AM CONFIDENT ABOUT BOTH

THE FUTURE OF QUR PARTY, AND THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY.
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