This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 9 of 22



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

= =

NIXON DOCTRINE PASSES ACID TEST

THE NIXON DOCTRINE HAS ENCOURAGED OUR ALLIES TO TAKE ON THEIR
FAIR SHARE OF DEFENSE RESPONSIBILITIES, AND NOT TO RELY ON UNCLE SAM
TO FOOT THE BILL AND PROVIDE THE MANPOWER WHENEVER A DISTANT CRISIS
ERUPTS.

THE NIXON DOCTRINE HAS FACED AND PASSED ITS ACID TEST IN VIETNAM.
ONLY LAST NIGHT, THE PRESIDENT WAS ABLE TO CONFIRM ON NATIONWIDE TELE-
VISION THAT HIS SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM OF WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS
CAN BE CONTINUED AT THE SAME LEVEL AND PERHAPS EVEN INCREASED.

AT A TIME WHEN SOME VOICES IN THE NATIONAL MEDIA AND THE OPPOSI-
TION PARTY ARE GROWING SHRILLER AND SHRILLER IN THEIR CRITICISMS OF THE
PRESIDENT'S SOUTHEAST ASIA POLICY, 1T IS IMPORTANT THAT WE NOT LOSE

SIGHT OF THE TREMENDOUS JOB RICHARD NIXON HAS DONE AND CONTINUES TO DO.
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NEWS COVERAGE MAY SOMETIMES SLANT OR OBSCURE. SELF-SEEKING POLI-
TICAL OPPONENTS MAY SOMETIMES TWIST AND DISTORT. BUT THE FACTS SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES.

NIXON DEESCALATES WAR

TWO YEARS AGO, RICHARD NIXON INHERITED A STEADILY ESCALATING WAR
IN WHICH AMERICA WAS LOSING VAST AMOUNTS OF MEN, MONEY AND MORALE, WITH-
OUT MAKING SUBSTANTIAL HEADWAY AGAINST THE ENEMY. IN 1968, IT LOOKED AS
IF U. S. COMBAT TROOPS WERE STILL TRAPPED IN AN ASIAN LAND WAR FOR THE
INDEF INITE FUTURE. A GRIM COMMITMENT MADE BY A DEMOCRAT PRESIDENT AND
A DEMOCRAT-CONTROLLED HOUSE AND SENATE WAS PASSED ON TO AN INCOMING
REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT.

THE MOMENTUM WAS ALL ON THE SIDE OF THE ENEMY, AND THERE SEEMED
TO BE NO END IN SIGHT.

NOW, ALL THAT HAS CHANGED. SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE, PRESIDENT NIXON
HAS STEADILY, EFFECTIVELY DEESCALATED THE WAR IN VIETNAM AND STRENGTHENED

THE ABILITY OF OUR ALLIES TO DO THEIR OWN FIGHTING.
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DESPITE THE CONSTANT ATTACKS OF SOME PUNDITS AND POLITICIANS,
RICHARD NIXON [S SUCCEEDING WHERE HIS TWO PREDECESSORS IN OFFICE FAILED.
HE IS WINDING DOWN THE WAR IN VIETNAM.

AMERICAN TROOPS COME HOME

HERE ARE THE HARD, IRREFUTABLE FACTS OF THE MATTER. WHEN HE CAME

INTO OFFICE TWO YEARS AGO, THERE WERE MORE THAN HALF A MILLION AMERICAN

FIGHTING MEN IN VIETNAM. BY MAY | OF THIS YEAR, 265,000 OF THEM WILL

HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN. AS DEFENSE SECRETARY MELVIN LAIRD ANNOUNCED A WEEK

AGO, IF THE PRESIDENT'S PLAN CONTINUES TO RUN ON SCHEDULE, THERE WILL BE

FEWER THAN 50,000 AMERICAN TROOPS LEFT IN VIETNAM BY THE END OF 1972,

THINK OF IT. THAT WILL BE LESS THAN 1/10 OF THE NUMBER THAT

PRESIDENT NIXON INHERITED FROM THE JOHNSON-HUMPHREY ADMINISTRATION IN 1969.

| CALL THIS TREMENDOUS PROGRESS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA THE UNTOLD SUCCESS
STORY OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION, UNTOLD BECAUSE WE SELDOM HEAR MUCH

ABOUT IT ON TELEVISION OR THE RADIO.
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LAOS MOVE EFFECTIVE

OVER THE PAST FEW WEEKS, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE HAS BEEN A CONSTANT
FLOOD OF PESSIMISTIC COVERAGE ON THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE INCURSION INTO
LAOS. THE IMPRESSION ONE GETS IS THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY HAS
BEEN IGNOMINIOUSLY ROUTED ON ALL FRONTS.

YET, AS PRESIDENT NIXON POINTED OUT LAST NIGHT, THE MAJOR IMPACT
OF THE LAOTIAN INCURSION HAS BEEN FAVORABLE. |IT HAS INFLICTED HEAVY
SUPPLY LOSSES ON THE ENEMY, IMPAIRED HIS ABILITY TO WAGE WAR, AND COST
HIM A HIGH TOLL IN CASUALTIES.

THERE HAS BEEN AN OVERALL DECREASE OF 20 PERCENT IN THE FLOW OF

ENEMY MATERIEL DURING THE LAOS OPERATION, AND 18 OF THE 22 SOUTH VIET-

NAMESE BATTALIONS INVOLVED IN THE OPERATION HAVE SERVED WITH DISTINCTION.

ENEMY CASUALTIES HIGH

JOSEPH ALSOP, THE RESPECTED SYNDICATED COLUMNIST, ESTIMATES THAT

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE LOST A MINIMUM OF 10,000 MEN AS A RESULT OF

THE LAOS INCURSION AND VAST AMOUNTS OF RICE MEANT TO FEED ENEMY SOLDIERS.
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ALL THIS ADDS UP TO A VINDICATION OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY, AND
A REASSURANCE THAT THE PRESIDENT 1S GETTING US OUT OF THE WAR WITHOUT
SELLING OUT OUR ALLIES. THE WAY SOME OF THE NETWORKS ARE HANDLING IT,
THOUGH, YOU WONDER WHETHER THEY ARE CAPABLE OF RECOGNIZING GOOD NEWS
WHEN THEY SEE IT.

STILL, THE GOOD NEWS IS THERE, AND IT 1S MAKING ITSELF FELT IN
FEWER AMERICAN CASUALTIES AND MORE AND MORE AMERICANS COMING HOME.

PEOPLE MUST BE TOLD

BUT TO GET THIS SUCCESS STORY ACROSS TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC RE-
QUIRES THE INDIVIDUAL COMMITMENT OF EACH OF US. THE NEWS MEDIA WILL NOT
DO THE JOB FOR US, AND THE BEST PRODUCT IN THE WORLD CAN'T SELL ITSELF
SIGHT UNSEEN.

WE MUST GET THIS STORY ACROSS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. ALL OF
THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE WORLD WON'T WIN ELECTIONS

UNLESS VOTERS KNOW ABOUT THEM.
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OBVIOUSLY, VIETNAM IS A PROBLEM UPPERMOST IN THE MINDS OF MOST
AMERICANS TODAY. IT IS THE ISSUE OF THE HOUR. HOWEVER, DESPITE ITS
IMPORTANCE, IT IS BASICALLY A PASSING PHENOMENON. THANKS TO THE PRESI-
DENT'S LEADERSHIP, IT IS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING TERMINATED.

AT THE VERY MOMENT THAT THIS ISSUE OF THE HOUR IS BEING RESOLVED,
HOWEVER, AMERICANS ARE BEING FACED WITH A LESS SPECTACULAR BUT MORE FAR-
REACHING |SSUE.

DEFENSE EMERGES AS CRUCIAL |ISSUE

| AM REFERRING TO THE ISSUE OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, FOR THE FIRST
RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY CIVILIZED SOCIETY IS TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF
ITS CITIZENS. THIS MAY SOUND LIKE AN ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLE THAT SHOULD
NOT EVEN NEED TO BE MENTIONED. YET TODAY THERE 1S A CONCERTED DRIVE
ON TO DEPRIVE AMERICA OF THE KIND OF STRONG DEFENSES SHE WILL NEED TO
PROTECT HER FUTURE IN A NUCLEAR AGE.

NOW, | KNOW THAT IT IS VERY FASHIONABLE IN SOME CIRCLES TODAY
TO SNEER AT WORDS LIKE "DEFENSE", "MILITARY", AND "SECURITY". IT HAS

BECOME VERY "IN" TO ATTACK THE MILITARY AND THE PRESIDENT'S DEFENSE PROGRAM.
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BUT THERE CAN BE NO SECURE PEACE FOR AMERICA IF WE EVER ABANDON
OUR ABILITY TO DEFEND OURSELVES.

NEED FOR NUCLEAR CREDIBILITY

WHEN AMERICA ENTERED THE DECADE OF THE 1960'S, THERE WAS NO QUES-
TIONING OUR ABILITY TO DEFEND OURSELVES. SO, WHEN PRESIDENT KENNEDY HAD
TO FACE DOWN THE RUSSIANS OVER THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS, HE HAD THE NU-
CLEAR FORCE NECESSARY TO GIVE HIS STAND CREDIBILITY. AS A RESULT, RUS-
SIAN MISSILES WERE PEACEFULLY REMOVED FROM CUBA, AND A POTENTIAL THREAT
TO OUR NATIONAL SURVIVAL WAS ELIMINATED,

TODAY, THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD DEPRIVE AMERICA OF HER NUCLEAR
CREDIBILITY TO FACE UP TO THIS KIND OF THREAT. HARDLY A DAY GOES BY
THAT WE DO NOT READ ABOUT SOME POLITICIAN OR OTHER ATTACKING DEFENSE
SPENDING AND URGING THAT THE MONEY SPENT ON DEFENSE BE DIVERTED TO

SOCIAL PROGRAMS.
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NIXON TRIMS FAT

WHAT YOU WON'T HEAR THEM MENTION IS THE FACT THAT THE NIXON ADMINI-

STRATION HAS ALREADY TRIMMED THE FAT OFF OUR DEFENSE BUDGET AND SAVED US

$8 BILLION IN THIS FIELD IN THE PAST TWO YEARS. WHEREAS 66 PERCENT OF THE

FEDERAL BUDGET WAS SPENT ON DEFENSE IN 1952, THE FIGURE WAS CUT TO 34.6

PERCENT FOR FISCAL 1971. SINCE 1952, DEFENSE SPENDING HAS FALLEN FROM

13.6 TO 7.2 PERCENT OF OUR GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT. AND, FINALLY, WHEN

PRESIDENT NIXON SENT HIS BUDGET TO CONGRESS FOR FISCAL 1971, SPENDING
ON HUMAN RESOURCES SUCH AS HEALTH AND EDUCATION OUTPACED DEFENSE SPEND-
ING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TWO DECADES.

THERE CAN BE NO DENYING THIS ADMINISTRATION'S DEDICATION TO AN
ECONOMICAL NATIONAL DEFENSE. BUT TO ECONOMIZE 1S NOT THE SAME THING
AS TO DESTROY, ANY MORE THAN DIETING 1S THE SAME THING AS STARVING TO

DEATH.
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"|F ALL THE WORLD WERE FREE," HE SAID, "WE MIGHT HAVE NEED OF NO
ARMS. |F ALL THE WORLD WERE JUST, WE WOULD HAVE NO NEED OF VALOR. BUT
AS WE SEE THAT THE VALUES WE CHERISH ARE NOT CHERISHED UNIVERSALLY, AND
THAT THERE ARE THOSE WHO FEEL THREATENED BY THE PROSPECTS OF FREEDOM AND
JUSTICE, THEN WE MUST KEEP THE STRENGTH WE NEED TO KEEP THE VALUES WE
CHERISH."

| BELIEVE IN THE MAN, AND | BELIEVE IN THE JOB HE IS DOING. IN
STANDING FIRM ON THIS VITAL ISSUE, HE IS TAKING A STAND FOR ALL OF US
WHO ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF AMERICA.

AS REPUBLICANS WE CAN TAKE SPECIAL PRIDE IN THE JOB OUR PRESIDENT
IS DOING TO UPHOLD AMERICA'S STRENGTH. AND AS AMERICANS, WE OWE IT TO
HIM TO GIVE HIM EVERY OUNCE OF SUPPORT WE CAN MUSTER ON THIS OVERWHELM-

ING ISSUE OF NATIONAL SURVIVAL.
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