This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

REMARKS OF HONORABLE BOB DOLE
REPUBLICAN DINNER - STATE CONVENTION

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1970

WE ARE HERE TODAY AS MEMBERS OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AND PROUD
OF IT -- WE HAVE GOOD REASON TO TAKE PRIDE IN OUR PARTY, ITS GOALS AND
ITS RECORD. BUT MOST OF ALL, WE TAKE PRIDE IN THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE UP
OUR PARTY, FOR THEY ARE THE REASON THE PARTY CAN SET HIGH GOALS AND
THEY ARE THE CAUSE OF THE PARTY'S GREAT RECORD. IN REALITY, THE RE-
PUBLICAN PARTY IS PEOPLE -- NOT SLOGANS, NOT CAMPAIGN BUTTONS, NOT
BUMPER STICKERS, BUT PEOPLE.

PEOPLE ARE THE PARTY AND ITS GREAT STRENGTH. DEDICATED, HARD-
WORKING AND CONCERNED PEOPLE AT EVERY LEVEL OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY
ARE WHAT WE HAVE ALWAYS RELIED ON TO DISTINGUISH OUR EFFORTS AND PRO-
GRAM FROM OTHER PARTIES AND PHILOSOPHIES. FROM PRECINCT CHAIRMAN TO
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE QUALITIES OF MODERN REPUBLICANISM
STAND OUT, ARE RECOGNIZED, AND APPRECIATED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE --
AND BY NEBRASKANS IN PARTICULAR.
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THIS CAN BE SEEN BY A LOOK AT YOUR REPUBLICAN LEADERS. I HAVE HAD
THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVING WITH ALL YOUR CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS, AND
THEY CONSTITUTE ONE OF THE FINEST, MOST DEDICATED AND HARDWORKING
DELEGATIONS IN WASHINGTON.

NEXT YEAR WILL SEE SOME NEW FACES IN THE NEBRASKA HOUSE DELEGA-
TION, BUT I AM SURE THAT JOHN MC COLLISTER AND CHARLES THONE WILL JOIN
DAVE MARTIN AND CONTINUE TO REPRESENT NEBRASKANS IN THE TRADITION MAIN-

TAINED BY GLENN CUNNINGHAM AND BOB DENNY.

OF COURSE, CARL CURTIS IS NOT UP FOR REELECTION THIS YEAR, BUT
LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT HE IS WORKING IN THE SENATE AS IF HE WERE RUNNING.
CARL AND I SERVE TOGETHER ON THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE, AND HIS KNOW-
LEDGE AND EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN INVALUABLE IN THE COMMITTEE'S EFFORTS TO
PUT TOGETHER A WORKABLE, WORTHWHILE FARM BILL. HIS SUPPORT OF PRESI-
DENT NIXON ON THE SENATE FLOOR HAS ALSO BEEN A KEYSTONE IN THE PROGRESS
WE HAVE ACHIEVED TOWARD OVERCOMING THE DEMOCRATS' LEGACY AND THEIR OB-
STRUCTIONISM.

Page 2 of 22
c019_008_020_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

=
SENATOR HRUSKA'S RECORD
NOW I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE SPECIAL MENTION OF MY COLLEAGUE AND

GOOD FRIEND, ROMAN HRUSKA. THERE IS LITTLE THAT I CAN SAY THAT YOU
DO NOT KNOW BETTER THAN I, BUT LET ME TELL YOU ONE IMPORTANT THING
WHICH IMPRESSES ME ABOUT HIM. THAT IS HOW CLOSELY ATTUNED HE REMAINS
TO NEBRASKA, EVEN THOUGH HE HAS SERVED IN WASHINGTON NEARLY 18 YEARS.
WHILE EVERY LEGISLATOR LIKES TO THINK HE REMAINS CLOSE TO HIS CONSTI-
TUENTS, THE FACT IS THAT WASHINGTON WORKS IN STRANGE WAYS, AND POTOMAC
FEVER TAKES A DEADLY TOLL. WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN HOW IT AFFECTED ONE
PROMINENT DEMOCRAT SENATOR WHOSE BIG CITY ATTITUDES WERE TOO FAR OUT
OF TUNE WITH HIS STATE. OTHER DEMOCRATS ARE SLIPPING FAST, AND WITH
GOOD REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGNS, THERE WILL BE EVEN MORE REPLACEMENTS IN
NOVEMBER. BUT THIS FATE WILL NEVER BEFALL ROMAN HRUSKA. HE NEVER
FORGETS HE IS IN WASHINGTON TO REPRESENT NEBRASKANS.

HIS EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF NEBRASKA AND THE COUNTRY ARE FOUND
ON COUNTLESS FRONTS:
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---- LEADING THE FIGHT FOR A STABLE DOMESTIC CATTLE MARKET
---- FIGHTING FOR ENACTMENT OF THE PRESIDENT'S ANTI-CRIME
LEGISLATION IN THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
---- WATCHING THE PURSESTRINGS AND PRIORITIES IN THE AGRI-
CULTURE AND PUBLIC WORKS APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEES
I COULD GO ON AT LENGTH ABOUT SENATOR HRUSKA, BUT AS I SAID,
I AM NOT TELLING YOU ANYTHING YOU DO NOT ALREADY KNOW. JUST LET ME
SAY HE IS NEEDED IN THE SENATE AS NEVER BEFORE. THERE ARE A GREAT
NUMBER OF US IN THE SENATE, AND MORE IN THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION, WHO
ARE COUNTING ON YOU TO RETURN HIM WITH A STRONG MANDATE TO KEEP UP
HIS GOOD WORK -- FOR NEBRASKA AND OUR COUNTRY.
LET ME ALSO REMIND YOU OF THE IMPORTANCE AND VALUE TO NEBRASKA
OF HAVING ROMAN HRUSKA AND CARL CURTIS IN WASHINGTON TOGETHER. THEY
ARE A REAL ONE-TWO PUNCH FOR NEBRASKA AND A GREAT SOURCE OF STRENGTH

FOR THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION.
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THEY ARE ALWAYS WORKING IN COMPLETE HARMONY ON BOTH STATE AND
NATIONAL ISSUES, AND THIS IS ESPECIALLY SO WHERE AGRICULTURE IS CON-
CERNED. WITH CARL ON THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE AND ROMAN ON THE AP-
PROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE FOR AGRICULTURE, THEIR INFLUENCE, WISDOM,
AND JUDGMENT HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED IMPACT.

THE REPUBLICAN DIFFERENCE
TWO YEARS AGO, THE GREAT REPUBLICAN DIFFERENCE, THE GREAT RE-

PUBLICAN ALTERNATIVE, WAS PRESENTED TO THE COUNTRY, AND THE PEOPLE
VOTED FOR IT.

TWO YEARS AGO, THE PEOPLE VOTED FOR CHANGE. THEY WERE TIRED
OF WILD DEMOCRAT SPENDING PROGRAMS WITHOUT PLANNING -- TIRED OF DEMO-
CRAT WAR WITH NO PLAN FOR PEACE; TIRED OF INCREASING CRIME WITH NO
COORDINATED PROGRAM TO CURB THE CRIMINALS; TIRED OF EXPANDING WELFARE
ROLLS WITH NO PLAN OR REAL INCENTIVE TO REVERSE THE TREND; TIRED OF
DEMOCRAT PROMISES WITHOUT PERFORMANCE ---- YES, JUST TIRED OF DEMOCRAT
DEFICITS, DEMOCRAT DIVISION AND DEMOCRAT DESPAIR. SO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE ELECTED RICHARD NIXON PRESIDENT.
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HE HAD A PLAN FOR PEACE; HE CHAMPIONED THE RULE OF LAW; AND HE
BROUGHT A NEW PHILOSOPHY OF GOVERNMENT TO THE WHITE HOUSE; HE ALSO
BROUGHT A LONG, OVERDUE SENSE OF ECONOMIC RESPONSIBILITY TO WASHINGTON.
PRESIDENT NIXON HAS BEEN IN OFFICE NOW FOR 19 MONTHS, AND HE
HAS ESTABLISHED AN OUTSTANDING RECORD. THERE HAVE BEEN CRISES AT HOME
AND ABROAD WHICH HAVE TESTED HIS WISDOM, HIS COURAGE AND HIS DETERMIN-
ATION. BUT HE HAS EMERGED FROM EACH TRIAL WITH INCREASED STATURE IN
THE EYES OF AMERICANS AND THE WORLD. DESPITE THE EDITORIAL PAGES OF
THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WASHINGTON POST, MY RECENT VISITS WITH THE

PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY MAKE ME CONFIDENT THAT THE GREAT MAJOR-
ITY OF PEOPLE SUPPORT PRESIDENT NIXON, AND I KNOW THE PEOPLE OF NEBRASKA
DO.

MY IMPRESSIONS WERE CONFIRMED BY THE LATEST GALLUP POLL WHICH
SHOWED THAT 61 PERCENT OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC APPROVED OF HOW PRESIDENT
NIXON IS HANDLING HIS JOB.

I BELIEVE A BASIC REASON FOR THIS APPROVAL IS RECOGNITION THAT
PRESIDENT NIXON IS PREPARED TO MAKE THE HARD DECISIONS NECESSARY TO DO
WHAT IS RIGHT FOR AMERICA.
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THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE ECONOMY

THERE IS NO AREA OF THE NATION'S DOMESTIC LIFE WHERE THE PRES-
IDENT'S RESOLVE AND FIRMNESS HAVE BEEN TESTED MORE STRONGLY THAN THE
ECONOMY. HE HAS PLEDGED HIS ADMINISTRATION TO ECONOMIC RESPONSIBILITY,
AND HAS TAKEN BOLD STEPS TO FULFILL THAT COMMITMENT:

HIS BUDGETS HAVE BEEN STRONGLY ANTI-INFLATIONARY;

HE HAS EMPHASIZED LONG-RANGE PLANNING;
DEFENSE EXPENDITURES WERE SLASHED $1.7 BILLION THIS YEAR
AND WILL BE CUT ANOTHER $5.2 BILLION NEXT YEAR;
THE RATE OF INCREASE IN FEDERAL SPENDING HAS BEEN CUT IN HALF.
DEMOCRAT MYTHS
THE PRESIDENT'S EFFORTS TO BRING ECONOMY TO GOVERNMENT AND TO
ASSURE A STABLE FINANCIAL CLIMATE HAVE BEEN HIT LATELY BY A BROADSIDE
OF DEMOCRAT PROPAGANDA, HALF-TRUTH AND DISTOGRTION.
EVERY DAY SOME DEMOCRAT IS SAYING THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION IS

BRINGING ON A RECESSION, A DEPRESSION OR WORSE. DAILY, DEMOCRATS TAKE
THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE OR SENATE TO PREDICT OUR ECONOMY'S COLLAPSE BE-
CAUSE OF NIXON POLICIES.
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A DEMOCRAT LEADER WENT ON NATIONAL TELEVISION AND SAID, "INFLA-
TION, UNEMPLOYMENT AND WAR DESCRIBE THE PRESENT STATE OF THE ECONOMY
AND THEY ADD UP TO RECESSION."

I DO NOT QUESTION THE ARITHMETIC OF MY COLLEAGUES IN THE SENATE,
BUT INFLATION, UNEMPLOYMENT AND WAR ADD UP TO THE LEGACY OF TWO DEMOCRAT
ADMINISTRATIONS AND A DEMOCRAT CONGRESS.

TODAY'S UNEMPLOYMENT AND HIGH COST OF LIVING ARE NOT THE SHORT-
TERM RESULTS OF REPUBLICAN BELT-TIGHTENING, BUT THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS
OF RUNAWAY DEMOCRAT SPENDING.

REPUBLICAN INITIATIVES
WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON TOOK OFFICE, HE RECOGNIZED THE ECONOMY'S

PERILOUS CONDITION. HE KNEW THIS INHERITANCE OF DEMOCRAT IRRESPONSI-
BILITY HAD TO BE REPAIRED. HE ALSO KNEW THE JOB WOULD NOT BE POPULAR
OR EASY, BECAUSE A DEMOCRAT CONGRESS WAS STILL INTENT ON PURSUING THE
SAME OLD LINE OF POPULAR, EASY AND DANGEROUS SPENDING WITHOUT ACCOM-
PANYING FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY.
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EXAMPLES OF THE DEMOCRATS' ECONOMIC IRRESPONSIBILITY AND LEG-
ISLATIVE DECEPTION ARE FOUND THROUGHOUT THE RECORD OF THE 91ST CONGRESS:
-- APPROPRIATIONS FOR HOUSING, EDUCATION AND LABOR WERE
BALLOONED BY DEMOCRAT SPENDERS TO SUCH PROPORTIONS
THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS FORCED TO VETO THEM.
-- THE ADMINISTRATION'S POSTAL REFORM BILL WHICH WAS FINALLY
ENACTED LAST MONTH LANGUISHED FOR MONTHS AT THE HANDS
OF DEMOCRAT COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN IN SPITE OF THE $8 BILLION
DEFICIT OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS.
-- IN ADDITION, THE DEMOCRAT CONGRESS HAS STALLED ACTION ON
MAJOR LEGISLATION TO COMBAT CRIME, TO ALLEVIATE THE HOUSING
SHORTAGE AND TO MEET SPECIFIC PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL SECURITY,
SMALL BUSINESSES, UNEMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAINING.
LET THERE BE NO MISTAKE. ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES TODAY ARE THE DIR-
ECT RESULT OF 8 YEARS OF DEMOCRAT CONTROL IN WASHINGTON. AND AN IRRE-
SPONSIBLE, UNRESPONSIVE DEMOCRAT CONGRESS IS BLOCKING A REPUBLICAN AD-
MINISTRATION'S EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMY AND DEAL WITH OTHER
PRESSING NATIONAL PROBLEMS.
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BUT IN SPITE OF THE DEMOCRATS' OBSTRUCTIONS AND ALARMS, THE
NIXON ADMINISTRATION IS STICKING TO ITS COURSE -- AND WINNING THE
BATTLE. IT IS SUCCESSFULLY ENGINEERING THE TRANSITION OF OUR ECONOMY
FROM A WARTIME-INFLATIONARY BASE TO ONE RELYING ON PEACE AND STABILITY.
THE BEST AND MOST PERSUASIVE NEWS OF ALL ON THIS FRONT IS THE REPORTS
IN RECENT WEEKS THAT MAJOR INDICATORS SHOW THE ECONOMY HAS COMPLETED
ITS TURNAROUND AND IS ON THE RISE AGAIN.

NIXON IS ENDING THE WAR

THERE IS NO PROBLEM WHICH HAS DEMANDED MORE OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S
TIME, HIS COURAGE OR HIS WISDOM, THAN OUR INVOLVEMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.
WHEN HE TOOK OFFICE, THERE WERE MORE THAN 500,000 AMERICAN TROOPS IN

SOUTH VIETNAM. OVER FIVE YEARS, TWO DEMOCRAT ADMINISTRATIONS HAD SENT
AMERICAN TROOPS BY THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS INTO THAT COUNTRY. PRESI-
DENT NIXON PROMPTLY REVERSED THAT COURSE. HE HAS BROUGHT HOME NEARLY
120,000 TROOPS AND HE HAS PLEDGED TO RETURN ANOTHER 150,000 BY THE END
OF NEXT SPRING. HE IS ENDING THE WAR. BUT NOTHING HE CAN DO IS AP-
PARENTLY ENOUGH TO SATISFY THE ISOLATIONISTS WHOSE RESPONSE TO EACH
WITHDRAWAL IS SNIDE AND CARPING CRITICISM. THE MORE SUCCESSFUL HIS
STRATEGY, IT SEEMS, THE LOUDER THE CRIES FROM THE CRITICS.
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HAD PRESIDENT NIXON SENT MORE AMERICAN TROOPS TO VIETNAM AND
WIDENED OUR INVOLVEMENT, SOME OF TODAY'S SHRILL CRIES FROM THE DOVE-
COTE MIGHT BE UNDERSTANDABLE. BUT THE FACTS OF 19 MONTHS ARE IRRE-
FUTABLE.

VIETNAMIZATION IS PROCEEDING; MORE AND MORE OF THE COMBAT BURDEN
IS BEING TURNED OVER TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. THE ENEMY'S CAPACITY
TO WAGE MAJOR OFFENSIVES HAS BEEN DIMINISHED AND IS BEING DESTROYED.
PRESIDENT NIXON IS ENDING AMERICA'S INVOLVEMENT IN THE WAR FAR FASTER
THAN ANYONE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE TWO SHORT YEARS AGO AT THE DEMOCRAT
NATIONAL CONVENTION.

ARE THERE PARTISAN ELEMENTS FEARFUL THE PRESIDENT WILL WIN THE
JUST PEACE THEIR PARTY WAS INCAPABLE OF WINNING? HAVE SEGMENTS OF OUR
SOCIETY PREDICTED DEFEAT SO OFTEN THEIR FUTURE RESTS ON THE REALIZATION
OF THAT DEFEAT? ARE THERE THOSE WHO LACK THE PERSEVERANCE TO SEE A
WORKING PROGRAM OF WITHDRAWAL AND DISENGAGEMENT THROUGH?
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A MILLION DOLLAR CAMPAIGN?
ON MAY 12, 5 SENATORS LAUNCHED A MASSIVE NATIONWIDE CAMPAIGN ON
N.B.C. TO SEEL A PROPOSAL WHICH INVITED DEFEAT. THEY CALLED IT "THE
AMENDMENT TO END THE WAR", BUT THE MOST APPROPRIATE NAME WAS "THE AMEND-
MENT TO LOSE THE PEACE".

PERHAPS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY, MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES
SENATE USED THEIR HIGH OFFICE TO SOLICIT FUNDS TO BE USED TO BRING PRESSURE
UPON THEIR SENATE COLLEAGUES -- THROUGH USE OF TV COMMERCIALS, NEWSPAPER
ADS, AND OTHER PROPAGANDA.

THE PUBLIC WAS ASKED TO BELIEVE THAT BY SENDING CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE "AMENDMENT TO END THE WAR" COMMITTEE, CONGRESS WOULD ENACT, AND
THE PRESIDENT SOULD SIGN, THAT DANGEROUS AND UNPRECEDENTED PROPOSAL.

THE SENATE DECISIVELY DEFEATED THAT PROPOSAL THIS WEEK, BUT EVEN
IF THE SENATE HAD PASSED IT BY SOME MIRACLE, IT WOULD NOT HAVE GOTTEN
THROUGH THE HOUSE. AND NO PRESIDENT, DEMOCRAT OR REPUBLICAN, WOULD HAVE
EVER SIGNED IT.

BUT, BY PLAYING UPON THE EMOTIONS AND ANXIETY OF WELL-INTENTIONED
AMERICANS, MORE THAN ONE-HALF MILLION DOLLARS WAS COLLECTED.

IT IS ONE THING TO WANT THE UNITED STATES OUT OF VIETNAM, BUT
QUITE ANOTHER TO WITHDRAW REGARDLESS OF THE COST TO OURSELVES, OUR ALLIES
AND THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM.
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"WIN THE PEACE"

SENATORS MC GOVERN AND HATFIELD HAD THEIR "END THE WAR" COMMITTEE,
BUT MANY OF US CONSIDER OURSELVES MEMBERS OF A "WIN THE PEACE" COMMITTEE,
WITH PRESIDENT NIXON AS CHAIRMAN.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE TWO COMMITTEES!

"END THE WAR" MEANS SURRENDER, ISOLATION AND EVENTUAL ACCEPTANCE
OF A SECONDARY AND SUBORDINATE ROLE FOR OUR COUNTRY.

ON THE OTHER HAND, "WIN THE PEACE" IS A POSITIVE APPROACH NOT
ONLY TO VIETNAM, BUT ALSO TO AMERICA'S PLACE IN THE WORLD.

WINNING THE PEACE MEANS ENDING THE WAR IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE A CHANCE TO DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE. WINNING
THE PEACE MEANS UPHOLDING AND MAINTAINING AMERICA'S CREDIBILITY WITH
FRIEND AND FOE ALIKE.

WINNING THE PEACE IN VIETNAM TODAY MEANS PROVIDING THE WORLD A
REAL OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A PEACE WHERE EVERY NATION IS FREE TO CHOOSE
ITS OWN GOVERNMENT.

AS A MEMBER OF THE SENATE, I QUESTIONED THE DEPARTURE FROM TRA-
DITIONAL, PERSUASIVE PRACTICES BETWEEN MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS. IN
ANY EVENT, AS A CITIZEN, I RESENTED SUCH AN ATTEMPT TO SELL IMPORTANT
LEGISLATION LIKE TOOTHPASTE OR USED CARS. BUT NOW THAT THE SO-CALLED
"END THE WAR" AMENDMENT IS BEHIND US, PERHAPS WE CAN SETTLE DOWN TO THE
REAL BUSINESS AT HAND -- BACKING PRESIDENT NIXON AND HIS EFFORTS TO WIN
THE PEACE.
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THE RECORD ON VIETNAM

THE EAGERNESS TODAY OF SOME MEMBERS OF THE SENATE TO TAKE OVER
FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTROL OF FOREIGN POLICY, PLUS HIS DUTIES AS
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, IS EXCEEDED ONLY BY THE LETHARGY THEY SHOWED DURING
THE DECADE OF THE 1960'S WHEN JOHN F. KENNEDY AND LYNDON JOHNSON WERE
SLOWLY BUT STEADILY INVOLVING US IN AN ASIAN LAND WAR.

HAD THEY BEEN AS ZEALOUS ABOUT THEIR ASSERTED PREROGATIVES AND
AS CONSCIENTIOUS ABOUT THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES IN THOSE
DAYS AS THEY ARE TODAY, PRESIDENT NIXON WOULD NEVER MAVE INHERITED
THIS WAR AND WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN FACED WITH THE TASK == WHICH HE IS
CARRYING OUT MAGNIFICENTLY -- OF EXTRICATING US FROM THIS KENNEDY-JOHNSON
DISASTER. AND HE IS DOING SO IN SUCH A WAY AS TO RETAIN AMERICA'S
CREDIBILITY IN THE WORLD AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE'S RESPECT AND CONFIDENCE
IN THEMSELVES.

I WOULD LIKE TO CITE A SERIES OF DATES AND EVENTS TO SHOW HOW WE
GOT INTO THIS WAR, WHILE A DEMOCRAT-CONTROLLED CONGRESS EITHER STOOD IDLY
BY OR LENT AID AND SUPPORT TO THE KINDS OF ACTIONS WHICH THOSE SAME
DEMOCRATS NOW SAY ARE EITHER WRONG OR CIRCUMVENT THE CONSTITUTION AND THE
PREROGATIVES OF THE CONGRESS.
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ON MAY 5, 1961, PRESIDENT KENNEDY SAID THE U.S. WAS CONSIDERING

USE OF U.S. MILITARY FORCES TO HELP THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. IT IS
INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT ONLY THREE MONTHS EARLIER THE TOTAL VIET CONG
STRENGTH WAS ESTIMATED BY THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AT 10,000 MEN.

ON DECEMBER 4, 1961, PRESIDENT KENNEDY INFORMED PRESIDENT DIEM
THAT THE U.S. WAS PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE iN AN INCREASED EFFORT WITH
SOUTH VIETNAM, AND THAT U.S. UNIFORMED FORCES WOULD PARTICIPATE IN
OPERATIONAL MISSIONS WITH VIETNAMESE FORCES.

FEBRUARY 14, 1962 - PRESIDENT KENNEDY SAID U.S. TROOPS WERE
INSTRUCTED TO FIRE TO PROTECT THEMSELVES IF FIRED ON.

FEBRUARY 22, 1963 - THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE STATED U.S. PILOTS
WERE FLYING MANY OPERATIONAL MISSIONS AND WERE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE TACTI-

CAL STRIKES.
JULY 27, 1964 - THE PENTAGON ANNOUNCED SEVERAL THOUSAND ADDITIONAL

U.S. ADVISORS WOULD GO TO VIETNAM.
AUGUST 2, 1964 - U.S.S. MADDOX ON PATROL IN GULF OF TONKIN WAS

ATTACKED BY THREE NORTH VIETNAMESE PT BOATS.
JANUARY 1, 1965 - U.S. MILITARY STRENGTH IN VIETNAM REACHED 23,000.
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MARCH 8, 1965 - ELEMENTS OF FIRST MARINES LANDED IN SOUTH
VIETNAM.

JULY 28, 1965 - PRESIDENT JOHNSON ANNOUNCED U.S. TROOP

STRENGTH IN VIETNAM WILL RISE TO 125,000.
JANUARY 1, 1966 - U.S. MILITARY STRENGTH REACHED 184,000.

FEBRUARY 1, 1966 - U.S. TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM NUMBERED 201,000.
MAY 1, 1966 - U.S. TROOP STRENGTH REACHED 252,000.

SEPTEMBER 1, 1966 - U.S. TROOP STRENGTH REACHED 306,000.

NOVEMBER 1, 1966 - U.S. TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM NOW NUMBERED
350,000.

MAY 1, 1967 - U.S. HAD 460,000 TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM.
JANUARY 1, 1968 - U.S. HAD 486,000 MEN UNDER ARMS IN SOUTH

VIETNAM.
FEBRUARY 1, 1968 - WE PASSED THE HALF MILLION MARK. THERE

WERE 510,000 AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN IN SOUTH VIETNAM.
APRIL 1, 1968 - TROOP LIMIT FOR SOUTH VIETNAM WAS UPPED TO

538,500.
OCTOBER 31, 1968 - JUST BEFORE THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS,

PRESIDENT JOHNSON ORDERED A COMPLETE CESSATION OF AIR, GROUND AND
NAVAL BOMBARDMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM.
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DECEMBER 1, 1968, -~ U.S. MILITARY STRENGTH IN VIETNAM WAS
538,000 MEN.

FINALLY, ON FEBRUARY 28, 1969, OUR TROOP STRENGTH HIT
542,000.

THAT WAS THE PEAK. FROM THAT DAY ONWARD U.S. EFFORTS TO
DISENGAGE HONORABLY AND CREDIBLY AND RESPONSIBLY FROM VIETNAM HAVE
BEEN INCREASINGLY SUCCESSFUL.

BY JUNE 13,.1969, THE PRESIDENT, RICHARD NIXON, WAS ABLE TO

HAVE THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ANNOUNCE THE FIRST REDEPLOYMENT OF
OF TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM -- 25,000 MEN.

THE REST, OF COURSE, WE KNOW. CONTINUING WITHDRAWAL TO WHERE
THERE WILL ONLY BE 280,000 AMERICANS -- OR FEWER -- IN SOUTH VIETNAM
BY THE END OF NEXT SPRING. THIS IS NEARLY A 50 PERCENT REDUCTION
FROM THE PEAK NUMBER.

AS WE HAVE WATCHED THE PRESIDENT UNWIND THIS WAR, WE HAVE SEEN
CASUALTIES DECLINE MARKEDLY. THEY ARE STILL TOO HIGH, BUT HAVE RUN!
UNDER THE 100-A-WEEK MARK NOW FOR THE LAST EIGHT WEEKS, THANKS LARGELY
TO THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION NO LONGER TO ALLOW THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
SANCTUARY IN CAMBODIA.
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VIETNAMIZATION IS PROCEEDING BETTER THAN OUR EXPERTS HAD DARED
HOPE, AS IS SHOWN BY THE SUCCESSES OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND
SINCE THE CAMBODIAN OPERATION BEGAN.

REPORTS FROM FORMER PESSIMISTIC VIEWERS OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
SCENE ARE NOW GENERALLY OPTIMISTIC.

THE PRESIDENT HAS ASSURED US THAT AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN WILL
CONTINUE TO COME HOME AND THAT WE WILL HAVE PEACE IN SOUTH VIETNAM.

“SO FAR AS THE UNITED STATES INVOLVEMENT IS CONCERNED IN
VIETNAM, PEACE IS CERTAIN," THE PRESIDENT SAID ON THIS PAST MONDAY.

LET ME CONTINUE WITH A FEW MORE COMPARISONS. FOR INSTANCE,

THE COSTS OF THE WAR IN VIETNAM. THE FULL COST IN FISCAL YEAR 1968,
THE LAST FULL JOHNSON YEAR, WAS 26.5 BILLIONS.

THIS FISCAL YEAR IT IS 23.2 BILLION. SUBSTANTIAL FURTHER
REDUCTIONS ARE EXPECTED IN FY 1971.

CASUALTIES ARE MOST IMPORTANT. IN 1968, WE SUFFERED 14,592
CASUALTIES. UNDER PRESIDENT NIXON, THESE WERE REDUCED IN 1969 to
9,414. THROUGH JULY OF THIS YEAR, THEY WERE REDUCED FURTHER -- TO 3,207--
TOO MANY, BUT A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION.
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LET US LOOK AT DRAFT CALLS WHICH ARE A GOOD INDICATOR OF WHICH
WAY WE ARE GOING. IN 1968, 299,000 MEN WERE CALLED. THIS YEAR 163,500
WILL BE CALLED.

THE TOTAL MILITARY AND CIVILIAN MANPOWER OF THE DEFENSE DEPART-
MENT HAS DECLINED BY 680,000 MEN SINCE 1968.

PROCUREMENT HAS BEEN CUT BY 20 PERCENT, MEANING THAT THE DEFENSE
LABOR FORCE HAS BEEN CUT BACK 600,000 WORKERS.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 20 YEARS, WE ARE SPENDING MORE ON HUMAN
RESOURCES THAN ON DEFENSE.

IT IS CLEAR PRESIDENT NIXON IS UNWINDING THIS WAR. IT IS EQUALLY
CLEAR THAT HE IS TURNING THIS NATION INTO THE PATHS AND PURSUITS OF PEACE.

ACTIONS, UNREASONABLE ACTIONS, ACTIONS THAT CAN ONLY LEAD TO
DEFEAT AND DISASTER.

WHY?

WHERE WERE THOSE VOICES OF "PEACE NOW" IN THE 1960'S?

THE FACT IS THOSE VOICES CARPING AGAINST THE PRESIDENT TODAY BELONG
LARGELY TO THE SAME PERSONS WHO MUST SHARE THE BLAME FOR THE DISASTERS OF
THE 1960'S.

THEY NOT ONLY LET IT HAPPEN; THEY ABETTED IT.
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NOW THEY HAVE SEEN THEIR FAILURES. AND NOW THEY CANNOT STAND
TO SEE THE PRESIDENT'S SUCCESSES.

BY SHOUTING LOUDLY FOR MORE THEY SEEK TO OBSCURE THOSE
SUCCESSES.

IT WILL NOT WORK. THE NATION HAS SEEN WHAT HAPPENED IN THE
1960'S. THEY HAVE SEEN WHAT THE PRESIDENT HAS DONE IN THE 1970'S.

THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD NOT GIVE HIM THE CHANCE TO COMPLETE
THE TASK OF UNDOING THE ERRORS OF THE PAST.

BUT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL NOT BE FOOLED, AND MOST OF THE
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WILL NOT BE FOOLED.

THEY WILL GIVE HIM THAT CHANCE.

HE IS LEADING US DOWN THE ROAD AWAY FROM WAR, THE ROAD TOWARD
PEACE WITH HONOR AND JUSTICE.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE A FAIR PEOPLE. THEY WILL NOT ASK FOR
MORE.

THEY ARE A PROUD AND RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE -- THEY WILL NOT SETTLE
FOR LESS.
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CONCLUSION

NEEDLESS TO SAY, THE ELECTIONS THIS YEAR ARE CRUCIAL. ON THE
NATIONAL LEVEL THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAS A REAL CHANCE TO WIN CONTROL OF
THE SENATE. WITH 43 REPUBLICANS THERE NOW, WE NEED TO GAIN ONLY SEVEN
MORE SEATS TO TAKE CONTROL AND HAVE THAT BODY WORKING WITH PRESIDENT
NIXON INSTEAD OF AGAINST HIM. NEBRASKA CAN DO ITS IMPORTANT PART THIS
YEAR BY RE-ELECTING ROMAN HRUSKA AND MAINTAINING ITS ALL REPUBLICAN
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION.

THIS IS A CRUCIAL ELECTION YEAR, AND THE REPUBLICAN RESPONSE TO
THE CHALLENGE IN NEBRASKA AND THROUGHOUT THE NATION IS CLEAR.

WE MUST UNITE AND PROVIDE OUR COUNTRY WITH THE LEADERSHIP IT NEEDS
IN THIS TRYING AND PERIOUS ERA.

THERE IS NOTHING WE CAN DO ABOUT OUR DEMOCRAT-CREATED PROBLEMS--
EXCEPT SOLVE THEM. BUT WE CAN DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE DEMOCRAT PROBLEM-
MAKERS AND SOLUTION-BLOCKERS.

WHAT WE CAN AND MUST DO IS ELECT REPUBLICANS WHO WILL JOIN
RICHARD NIXON IN SOLVING OUR PROBLEMS -~ MEETING OUR CHALLENGES =-- AND
LEADING OUR COUNTRY INTO ITS THIRD CENTURY OF GREATNESS.
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