
LINCOLN DAY DINNER I ~ ~ 
17TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 1'\f. \J '~ ~-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY ~ ~~ ~ 
SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1970 , ~ 

IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE WITH THE PEOPLE WHO WORKED FO~~~ 
BLATCHFORD IN 1968. THE MAN REPRESENTING YOU NOW, GLENN "SOMEBODY", ~ 
IS CARRYING ON MUCH AS HE DID IN SACRAMENTO, BEFORE BOB FINCH TURNED ~ 

HIM OUT. BY THAT I MEAN WE REALLY HAVEN'T HEARD ANYTHING FROM HIM, 

ALTHOUGH HE MUST BE THERE BECAUSE I FOUND HIS NAME IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 

DIRECTORY. 

ACTUALLY, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AND THE NATION ARE FORTUNATE TO 

HAVE JOE BLATCHFORD AT THE PEACE CORPS. HE HAS BROUGHT A FRESH AP-

PROACH TO THAT IMPORTANT ARM OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY. BY SHIFTING TO 

THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS WITH PRACTICAL SKILLS, THE PEACE CORPS CAN MAKE 

A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BASIC NEEDS OF 

THE EMERGING~ATIONS. 
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I ALSO WANT TO URGE YOU TO GET OUT AND WORK FOR GEORGE MURPHY. 

GEORGE IS DOING A TREMENDOUS JOB FOR CALIFORNIA AND THE COUNTRY. AFTER 

SEEING THE FAST PACE HE SETS IN WASHINGTON, I HOPE YOU WILL SEND HIM 

BACK FOR 6 MORE YEARS. THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN 

CALIFORNIA SINCE HIS WIN IN 1964. HIS CAMPAIGN LAID THE GROUNDWORK 

FOR THE TREMENDOUS VICTORIES CALIFORNIA REPUBLICANS HAVE HAD IN THE 

LAST 6 YEARS. BUT, DON'T REST ON YOUR LAURELS. THE HARD WORK AND 

MONEY THAT WENT INTO PAST CAMPAIGNS IS NEEDED EVEN MORE THIS YEAR. 

THE FEARS AND CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY MANY TODAY WERE PRESENT 

100 YEARS AGO WHEN ANOTHER REPUBLICAN WAS IN THE WHITE HOUSE. A DEL-

EGATION CALLED ON THAT REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, TO EX-

PRESS THEIR CONCERN FOR THE REPUBLIC. 
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LINCOLN TOLD THEM OF AN EXPERIENCE IN HIS YOUTH. 11 0NE NIGHT 

IN NOVEMBER, I WAS CAMPING OUT WITH A YOUNGER BOY AND ALL OF A SUD-

DEN OUT OF THE CLEAR NIGHT SKY CAME A SHOWER OF METEORS. MY YOUNG 

FRIEND STANDING BY WAS FRIGHTENED. BUT I LOOKED UP AND BETWEEN THE 

FALLING STARS I SAW THE FIXED STARS BEYOND SHINING IN THE FIRMAMENT 

AND I SAID TO MY COMPANION, 'LET US NOT MIND THE METEORS, LET US KEEP 

OUR EYES ON THE .FIXED STARS. 111 

SO LINCOLN'S MESSAGE TO THAT DELEGATION WAS THAT THEY SHOULD 

IN THAT TIME OF NATIONAL STRESS LOOK TO THEIR IDEALS. AND SO TONIGHT 

IN A TIME WHEN MANY OF US ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROBLEMS THAT SEEM 
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TO DIVIDE RICH AND POOR, WHITE AND BLACK, YOUNG AND OLD, WE SHOULD 

LOOK TO THOSE IDEALS, WHICH HAVE SUSTAINED OUR NATION. AND IN A 

PHRASE, THESE IDEALS ARE FIRST, THE BELIEF IN THE DIGNITY OF MAN 

UNDER GOD -- THE RICH POTENTIAL OF EACH INDIVIDUAL TO SEEK AND SHAPE 

HIS OWN DESTINY; SECONDLY, THE BELIEF IN DEMOCRACY -- THE CONSTI-

TUTIONAL PROCESSES OF THE COURTS AND THE ASSEMBLY; AND, FINALLY, THE 

BELIEF IN THE AMERICAN MISSION ---- THE IDEA THAT THIS COUNTRY OF MANY 

FAITHS AND RACES ACTS NOT ONLY FOR ITSELF BUT FOR ALL MANKIND. 

THESE BELIEFS IN THE DIGNITY OF MAN, THE DEMOCRATIC WAY OF 

LIFE AND THE MISSION OF AMERICA FIND THEIR EMBODIMENT IN ONE MAN --

THE MAN WHOSE MEMORY WE CELEBRATE TONIGHT. ABRAHAM LINCOLN WAS THE 

GREATEST OF ALL AMERICANS AND THE MOST AMERICAN OF ALL ITS GREAT MEN. 

NEVER IN THE HISTORY OF NATIONS HAS THE INNATE DIGNITY OF THE COMMON 

MAN BEEN BETTER EXPRESSED THAN IN THE STORY OF THE MAN LINCOLN. 
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NEVER HAS DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT HAD A BETTER 

CHAMPION THAN THE MAN WHO FOUGHT TO SAVE THE UNION. 

NEVER HAS THE MISSION OF AMERICA HAD A BETTER BELIEVER AND PRO-

PHET THAN THE MAN WHO NEVER LOST FAITH IN HER DESTINY. 

THE BEGINNING OF A DECADE IS ALWAYS AN EXCITING TIME. THE 1970'S, 

WITH ALL THEIR PROMISE AND ALL THEIR PERIL, WILL BE ESPECIALLY EXCITING, 

FOR IN THESE TEN YEARS WE WILL DECIDE THE COURSE OF AMERICA AS SHE EN-

TERS THE 21ST CENTURY. 

STATE OF ADMINISTRATION 

WITH THAT IN MIND, I WANT TO DISCUSS SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING 

CONCERNS OF THE COMING YEARS. THE PRESIDENT HAS GIVEN HIS STATE OF 

THE UNION MESSAGE. LET ME TALK TO YOU BRIEFLY ABOUT THE STATE OF THE 

ADMINISTRATION. 

THE THRUST OF THE ADMINISTRATION IN ITS FIRST YEAR HAS BEEN 

TOWARD ONE MULTI-FACETED GOAL: REFORM. 
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VIETNAM 
OF FIRST PRIORITY ON THE NIXON AGENDA IS VIETNAM. HANOI HAS 

SOUGHT TO TEST THE PRESIDENT'S WILL. SHE HAS LEARNED THAT IT IS FIRM. 
FOLLOWING HIS CAREFULLY CONCEIVED POLICY OF STRENGTHENING BOTH THE 
FORCES OF FREE VIETNAM, AND THEIR WILL TO DEFEND FREEDOM, THE PRESI-
DENT HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE CREATION OF A STRONG AND EFFECTIVE FIGHT-
ING FORCE WHOSE SKILL INCREASES DAILY. BY CONTRAST, THE COMMUNISTS 
HAVE RESORTED TO DRAFTING 8- AND 9-YEAR OLD BOYS. NOW WE ARE WITH-
DRAWING OUR MEN. THERE WILL BE MORE FIGHTING -- BUT INCREASINGLY IT 
WILL BE DONE BY THE YOUNG MEN OF VIETNAM. FOR US, THE WAR WHICH HAS 
CHEWED AT THE VITALS OF OUR SONS AND BROTHERS IS CLOSING -- AMERICA 
HAS DONE HER DUTY. OUR BOYS ARE COMING HOME. 
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FOREIGN POLICY 

IN OTHER AREAS OF FOREIGN POLICY, WE HAVE SEEN THE ENUNCIATION 

OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE, A CLEAR CALL FOR A NEW WORLD PARTNERSHIP AIMED 

AT PEACE AND SECURITY. 

THE PRESIDENT HAS REACHED AGREEMENT WITH JAPAN ON THE DIFFICULT 

QUESTION OF OKINAWA. 

HE HAS REJUVENATED THE WESTERN EUROPEAN ALLIANCE AND ESTABLISHED 

A NEW POSTURE TOWARD THE CAPTIVE NATIONS OF EASTERN EUROPE. HE WAS THE 

FIRST AMERICAN PRESIDENT TO VISIT THE COMMUNIST WORLD -- GOING TO ROMANIA 

WHERE HE WAS ACCORDED A DRAMATIC AND FRIENDLY RECEPTION. 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, HE IS MOVING STRONGLY FOR A WORKABLE SETTLE-

MENT TO THE ISRAELI-ARAB CONFLICT. 

IN THE AREA OF ARMS CONTROL, THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 

HAS BEEN RATIFIED; STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TALKS ARE UNDERWAY, AND A 

RESPONSIBLE POLICY ESTABLISHED FOR THE USE OF CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL 

WEAPONS. 
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CXJMESTIC PROGRAMS 

ON THE DOMESTIC FRONT, HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED THE FIRST STEP TOWARD 

AN EQUITABLE PROGRAM FOR THE DRAFT. WHEN THE DEMOCRAT CONGRESS SEES FIT, 

HE MAY GET THE REMAINDER OF THIS DRAFT REFORM PROGRAM. 

HE HAS MADE THE MOST SWEEPING REFORMS IN GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION 

SINCE THE HOOVER COMMISSION, MOVING TOWARD THAT ELUSIVE CONTRADICTION IN 

TERMS: THE WORKABLE BUREAUCRACY. A PRIMARY EFFORT IN THIS AREA HAS 

BEEN POSTMASTER GENERAL BLOUNT'S DRIVE TO DRAG THE POST OFFICE DEPART-

MENT INTO THE 20TH CENTURY BEFORE THE 21ST BEGINS. 

THE PRESIDENT HAS LAID DOWN THE PRINCIPLES OF A NEW FEDERALISM, 

SHARING FEDERAL REVENUES WITH STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

HE HAS ADVANCED THE MOST DRAMATIC AND THE MOST WORKABLE CONCEPT 

FOR WELFARE EVER DEVELOPED -- ONE WHICH BOTH ENCOURAGES WORK AND PER-

MITS DIGNITY. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES COMMITTED HIS ADMINISTRATION TO THE FIGHT TO IMPROVE ANO PRE-

SERVE OUR RAPIDLY DETERIORATING ENVIRONMENT. IN HIS MESSAGE TO CON-

GRESS ON THE ENVIRONMENT, THE PRESIDENT TRANSLATED THAT COMMITMENT 

INTO LEGISLATIVE ANO ADMINISTRATIVE PROPOSALS. 

YOU IN CALIFORNIA ARE WELL AWARE THAT THE PROBLEMS OF THE EN-

VIRONMENT ARE SO VAST AND CRITICAL THAT THEY DESERVE THE ATTENTION AND 

COMMITMENT OF THE BEST PROBLEM SOLVERS IN THE NATION. THEY ARE NOT 

SIMPLE PROBLEMS WHOSE SOLUTIONS LIE MERELY IN RHETORIC. NOR ARE THERE 

REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRAT SOLUTIONS TO THESE PROBLEMS. THE PRESIDENT'S 

PROPOSALS TOUCH THE MAJOR AREAS OF AIR AND WATER POLLUTION, SOLID WASTE 
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DISPOSAL, AND THE USE OF FEDERAL LANDS FOR PUBLIC RECREATION. AN 

IMPORTANT PART OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE WAS HIS APPEAL FOR ACTION 

AT EVERY LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT AND FROM EVERY SEGMENT OF SOCIETY. 

THIS MEANS THAT INDUSTRY AND PRIVATE GROUPS, ALONG WITH THE 

INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN, MUST PARTICIPATE IF WE ARE TO "SUCCEED IN RE-

STORING THE KIND OF ENVIRONMENT WE WANT FOR OURSELVES AND THE KIND 

THE GENERATIONS THAT COME AFTER DESERVE TO INHERIT. 11 
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DEMOCRAT RECORD 
BUT YOU DON'T WANT A LAUNDRY LIST, I'M SURE. MUCH HAS BEEN 

DONE. MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE. I THINK THE PRESIDENT OUTLINED THE 
PRIORITIES FOR THIS DECADE ADEQUATELY AND ELOQUENTLY IN HIS STATE 
OF THE UNION MESSAGE. I THINK A MEASURE OF THE SUCCESS OF HIS CALL 
TO ACTION IS REFLECTED IN THE SO-CALLED STATE OF THE UNION PROGRAM 
TELECAST BY THE DEMOCRATS LAST SUNDAY. 

WE HEARD THEM TELLING ABOUT THE HIGH COST OF LIVING AND HIGH 
INTEREST RATES -- ALL BROUGHT ABOUT BY 8 YEARS OF DEMOCRAT MISMAN-

AGEMENT. 
WE HEARD THEM TALK ABOUT THE HIGH COST OF DEFENSE, WHICH WENT 

UP AND UP UNDER THE COSTLY COST-EFFECTIVENESS PROGRAMS OF ROBERT 
MC NAMARA, AND WHICH IS COMING DOWN UNDER A REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT AND 
A REPUBLICAN SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. 
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WE HEARD THEM TALK ABOUT POLLUTION, VIRTUALLY IGNORED UNDER 8 
YEARS OF DEMOCRAT ADMINISTRATIONS. 

WE HEARD THEM TALK ABOUT HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION, AFTER THE 
DEMOCRATS FAILED TO TAKE ADMINISTRATIVE OR LEGISLATIVE ACTION FOR 8 
YEARS. 

WE HEARD THEM TALK ABOUT CRIME IN THE STREETS, BUT IT IS THE 
LAXITY IN LAW ENFORCEMENT THAT IS PARTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RISE IN 
VIOLENT CRIME, AND IT IS THE DEMOCRATS' FAILURE TO PASS PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S CRIME PACKAGE THAT HAS HAMPERED THE WAR AGAINST CRIME IN THE 
PAST YEAR. 

WE HEARD THEM COMPLAIN ABOUT THE PRESIDENT'S REFUSAL TO SPEND 
MONEY ON POORLY PLANNED, PORKBARREL EDUCATION PROGRAMS THAT SNOWBALLED 
WITHOUT REASON IN THE l960 1S. 
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BUT, THEY FAILED TO MENTION THAT $40 BILLION IN TAX MONIES ANO 
ANOTHER $16 BILLION IN NON-TAX MONIES IS SPENT ON EDUCATION IN THE 
UNITED STATES ANNUALLY. 

THE DEMOCRATS CONVENIENTLY IGNORED THEIR DISMAL RECORD AS THE 
MAJORITY PARTY. 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SENT 32 MESSAGES AND UPWARDS OF 120 PIECES 
OF LEGISLATION TO THE CONGRESS. THE CONGRESS HAS PASSED FOUR APPRO-
PRIATION BILLS AND TWO PIECES OF MAJOR LEGISLATION. HOW STRANGE IT 
IS, THEN, TO HEAR ACCUSATIONS ABOUT A 11 DO-NOTHING 11 PRESIDENT. ANO 
YET, WE KNOW OUR COLLEAGUES IN THE CONGRESS ARE CAPABLE OF ACTION --
OR AT LEAST REACTION. SOMETIMES A MAGIC WORD WILL DO, IF YOU CAN 
FIGURE OUT WHAT THE WORD IS. I MUST SAY THAT IN THE SECOND SESSION 
WE HAVE BEEN PUSHING VERY HARO, AS THE DEMOCRATS ARE MOTIVATED BY 
THE NEED TO GET BACK HOME AND DEFEND THEIR VOTING RECORDS. 
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THAT ATTACK BY YOUR SENIOR SENATOR ONLY ILLUSTRATES THAT A 

REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION CANNOT UNDO IN ONE YEAR WHAT DEMOCRATS DID 

IN EIGHT. 
THE MANNER IN WHICH THE DEMOCRAT PARTY HANDLES ITS OWN FINANCES 

BEST ILLUSTRATES THE INEPTNESS OF DEMOCRAT LEADERSHIP. THE DEMOCRAT 

PARTY, WITH A DEBT OF NEARLY $8 MILLION, HELPS ONE UNDERSTAND WHY THE 

NATIONAL DEBT, UNDER DEMOCRAT LEADERSHIP FROM 1960 TO 1968 INCREASED 

FROM $290 BILLION TO $358 BILLION. IF A MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY CANNOT 

MANAGE ITS OWN INDEBTEDNESS, WHAT CAN IT DO FOR AMERICA EXCEPT TO IN-

CREASE OUR ALREADY BURDENSOME FISCAL PROBLEMS. 
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THE PRESENT INFLATIONARY SPIRAL BEGAN FIVE YEARS AGO WITH THE 

MASSIVE EXPANSION OF AMERICAN FORCES INTO VIETNAM. THE WAR BUILD-UP 

INFUSED A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY INTO THE ECONOMY, AND THERE WERE NOT 

SUFFICIENT GOODS TO ABSORB THIS BURST OF SPENDING POWER. THE RESPON-

SIBLE THING TO DO IN THAT EVENT WAS TO GET THE MONEY OUT OF THE ECON-

OMY BY TAX INCREASES, BUT FIRST THE PRESIDENT, AND THEN THE CONGRESS, 

REFUSED TO DO THIS. AT THE SAME TIME, PRESIDENT JOHNSON DECIDED WE 

COULD HAVE BOTH 11 GUNS AND BUTTER11
, WHICH NECESSITATED DEFICIT SPEND-

ING. THIS POLICY RESULTED IN A DEFICIT OF $25 BILLION FOR FISCAL 1968. 

AFTER A $57 BILLION DEFICIT FOR THE 60'S, THE AVERAGE AMERICAN 

FAMILY OF FOUR BY 1970 FOUND THAT THE COST OF LIVING HAD INCREASED 

$200 PER MONTH. 
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WHEN INFLATION BEGINS AND NO STEPS ARE TAKEN TO REMEDY IT, IT 

ACCELERATES AND DEVELOPS A CERTAIN INERTIA. TO SUDDENLY SLAM ON THE 

BRAKES COULD HAVE DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES. AND IT WOULD BE SIMPLE 

ENOUGH TO SLAM ON THE BRAKES -- IT WOULD CERTAINLY SOLVE THE PROBLEM 

OF INFLATION. BUT THEN WE WOULD HAVE RECESSION, OR WORSE, YET, A 

DEPRESSION. 
THE PRESIDENT HAS CHOSEN NOT TO SUBJECT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO 

THIS EFFECTIVE, BUT PAINFUL, CURE. INSTEAD, HE IS TRYING TO END IN-

FLATION BY SIMPLY COOLING THE ECONOMY DOWN. THE PROCESS IS DELICATE 

AND DIFFICULT -- HOW DIFFICULT CAN BE SEEN IN THE FACT THAT NOBODY 

HAS EVER SUCCEEDED IN ENDING INFLATION WITHOUT CAUSING RECESSION. I 

THINK THE WILLINGNESS TO UNDERTAKE THIS EFFORT IS A MEASURE OF BOTH 

THE PUBLIC CONCERN AND THE POLITICAL COURAGE OF RICHARD NIXON, AND I 

THINK HE DESERVES THE SUPPORT OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN THIS EFFORT. 
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TODAY THERE ARE MANY IN OUR LAND WHO QUESTION LINCOLN'S AMERI-

CAN IDEA'-., THEY SAY THAT BECAUSE POVERTY EXISTS, AMERICA HAS RENEGED 

IN ITS PROMISE. THEY SAY THAT BECAUSE BIGOTRY EXISTS, AMERICA HAS 

DEFAULTED IN ITS MISSION. OF COURSE, AMERICA HAS NOT LIVED UP TO All 

HER IDEALS, BUT THAT IS BECAUSE NO NATION HAS EVER HAD HIGHER IDEALS 

TO LIVE UP TO. AND WE REMEMBER THAT LINCOLN, WHILE HE STROVE TO COM-

BAT THE THREAT OF ANARCHY, NEVER LOST FAITH IN THE SUCCESS OF DEMOCRA-

CY. WE REMEMBER THAT LINCOLN, WHILE HE STROVE TO ELIMINATE THE EVIL 

OF SLAVERY, NEVER LOST FAITH IN THE DREAM OF EQUALITY. INSTEAD OF 

CURSING THE GAP BETWEEN THE IDEALS AND REALITY, HE TRIED TO CLOSE IT. 

INSTEAD OF FAULTING THE PROMISE OF AMERICA, HE TRIED TO FULFILL IT. 

LIKE LINCOLN, WE TOO HAVE FAITH IN THE AMERICAN IDE~ WE KNOW 

THAT AS LONG AS WE MAINTAIN GOVERNMENT NEARER TO THE PEOPLE, ITS IN-

STITUTIONS MORE RESPONSIVE TO THE PACE OF CHANGE, ITS LEADERS MORE 

SENSITIVE TO THE AGE'S DEMANDS, WE CAN BRING AMERICA CLOSER TO ITS 
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DREAM OF FREEDOM FOR ALL. WE KNOW THAT AS LONG AS WE SUSTAIN THE 

CIVIC ORDER OF SOCIETY, PROTECTING THE MEANS OF PEACEFUL CHANGE 

AGAINST VIOLENCE AND DISOBEDIENCE, WE WILL BRING AMERICA FURTHER 

IN ITS DEMOCRATIC MISSION. WE KNOW THAT AS LONG AS WE ARE MINDFUL 

THAT OUR GREATEST STRENGTH IS OUR SPIRITUAL, NOT MATERIAL RESOURCES, 

WE WILL BRING AMERICA CLOSER TO HER DESTINY. 

IN 1861, AS PRESIDENT-ELECT LINCOLN LEFT SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, 

FOR THE LAST TIME TO BEGIN THE RAIL JOURNEY TO WASHINGTON, HE SAID A 

FEW FAREWELL WORDS TO HIS FRIENDS FROM THE REAR PLATFORM OF THE RAIL-

ROAD CAR. 
"TODAY, I LEAVE YOU. I GO TO ASSUME A TASK MORE DIFFICULT THAN 

THAT WHICH DEVOLVED UPON GEORGE WASHINGTON. THE GREAT GOD WHICH GUIDED 

HIM MUST HELP ME. WITHOUT THAT ASSISTANCE, I SHALL SURELY FAIL; WITH 

IT, I CANNOT FAIL." 

LET US WITH HIS HELP CONTINUE OUR MISSION AND LINCOLN'S DREAM. 
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