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APPLYING THE PRESIDENT'S PHILOSOPHY 

THIS rs IN LINE WITH A PHILOSOPHY EXPRESSED BY 

PRESIDENT NIXON. HE HAS STATED ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 

HIS DESIRE FOR GREATER ROLES AND INFLUENCE FOR STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT . HE HAi URGED ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES 

TO COOPERATE FULLY TOWARD �7�I�/�7�6�� END . HE HAS RECOMMENDED 

TO THE CONGRESS THE SHARING OF FEDERAL FUNDS WITH STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS . 
" TO GIVE THIS PROGRAM OF RURAL OR NON-METROPOLITAN �R���B�������������,�~� 

THE STRONG IMPETUS IT NEEDS , PRESIDENT NIXON HAS SET 

UP A RURAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL . MEMBERS INCLUDE THOSE 

OFFICERS OF CABINET LEVEL WHOSE AGENCIES CAN MAKE 

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT . 
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AS I SEE IT, THE RURAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL WILL 

INSURE THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS A FULL PARTNER, AND 

THAT ALL THE PROGRAMS THAT HAVE APPLICATION TO RURAL 

AMERICA WILL BE BROUGHT TO BEAR. 

OUR RURAL AND SMALL TOWNS OFFER HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY 

FOR A BETTER LIFE FOR ALL OF US AND OUR OHILDREN 1 S 

CHILDREN. WITH THE COOPERATION OF ALL AMERICANS WE CAN 

DEVELOP AMERICA TO ITS FULL POTENTIAL FOR ALL OF OUR 

PEOPLE. ORDINARY PEOPLE WORKING TOGEmHER TO SOLVE 

THEIR PROBLEMS CAN DO EXTRA-ORDINARY THINGS. 
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-WAR ON POVERTY -

WE MUST ALSO CONSIDER THE PRESIDENT'S OPENING 

OF THE NATION'S FIRST WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FOOD , 

NUTRITION AND HEALTH THIS WEEK AS A VITAL PART OF HIS 

PLAN TO ATTACK THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING . 

HERE IS A DEFINITE COMMITMENT TO PUT AN END TO POVERTY 

AND MALNUTRITION . 

PRESIDENT NIXON STATED THAT THE GOAL OF THE 

ADMINISTRATION IS TO PROVIDE "EVERY NEEDY SCHOOL 

CHILD WITH A FREE OR REDUCED COST LUNCH BY THE END 

OF THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR" AND TO PLACE A $1 , 600 

FLOOR UNDER THE CASH INCOME OF EVERY NEEDY FAMILYo 

INCLUDED IN THIS PROGRAM rs A PLAN TO RAISE THE 

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM TO $2 . 5 BILLION A YEAR IN PLACE OF 

THE $340 MILLION LEVEL CURRENTLY IN EFFECT . 
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NOW I WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS SOME OF THE ADDITIONAL 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S 300 DAYS IN OFFICE WHICH 

I BELIEVE WILL SHOW HE HAS RESTORED A SENSE OF PURPOSE 

AND CONFIDENCE TO OUR NATIONAL LEADERSHIP . 

FIRST WE MUST ANALYZE THE MOST CRUCIAL PROBLEM 

CONFRONTING OUR NEW PRESIDENT -- THE DILEMMA OF HOW TO 

ACHIEVE AN HONORABLE , JUST PEACE IN VIETNAM . 

-VIETNAM-

FOR ALL OF US , THE BLOODY, PROTRACTED WAR IN VIETNAM 

IS A PERSONAL HEARTACHE . IN THE PAST, WE HAVE FOUND COURAGE 

AND FAITH TO FACE THIS ORDEAL IN BELIEVING THAT OUR INVOLVE -

MENT WAS A MORALLY JUST CAUSE . BUT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE 

SUFFERED GREATLY IN THE PURSUIT OF THIS CAUSE . OUR AGONY rs 
NO LONGER CONFINED TO DISTANT BATTLEFIELDSo 

AT THIS YEAR'S OUTSET, AMERICANS FOUND THEMSELVES 

TRAGICALLY DIVIDED OVER THE ISSUES OF U. S . INVOLVEMENT IN 

VIETNAM . THE AMERICAN PEOPLE UNDERSTANDABLY FELT THAT THEIR 

GOVERNMENT HAD DECEIVED THEM . THEY WERE LEFT LARGELY UNIN-

FORMED AS TO THE REASONING AND JUSTIFICATIONS BEHIND THE 

GOVERNMENT'S POLICY DECISIONS IN VIETNAM. 
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FOR FOUR LONG YEARS, WE WERE TOLD THAT THE STRUGGLE 

FOR FREEDOM IN VIETNAM WOULD EVENTUALLY TRIUMPH, BUT THAT 

THIS WOULD REQUIRE PATIENCE AND SACRIFICE. GRUDGINGLY -

BRAVELY - AMERICANS CONTINUED TO PATIENTLY ENDURE THE 

SACRIFICES INFLICTED UPON THEM. 

BY THE END OF 1968, IT WAS APPARENT THAT THERE WAS NO 

CLEAR CUT SOLUTION TO THE WAR. LEFT IN THE DARK, THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE TURNED TOWARD A NEW YEAR AND A NEW PRESIDENT THAT 

WOULD HOPEFULLY LEAD THE NATION TO AN HONORABLE CONCLUSION 

TO THE WAR AND AWAY FROM A PUBLIC-GOVERNMENT RELATIONSHIP 

CHARACTERIZED BY SUCH PHENOJ\1ENA AS CREDIBILITY GA PS . 

-VIETNA M AND NIXON SUPPORT-

AS YOU KNOW, THE GALLUP POLL RECENTLY ANNOUNCED 

THAT PRESIDENT NIXON'S POPULARITY HAD JUMPED TO A NEW 

HIGH OF 68% - A DRAMATIC 12 POINT GAIN FROM A PREVIOUS 

SURVEY CONDUCTED IN OCTOBER. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE KEY FACTORS IN THE PRESIDENT'S 

POPULARITY GAINS ARE HIS NOVEMBER 3RD SPEECH, WHICH OUTLINED 

THE ADMINISTRATION'' S VIETNAM POLICIES AND THE OVERWHELMING 

UNFAVORABLE REACTION TO THE RECENT MORATORIUM DEMONSTRATIONS. 

THE POLL ALSO DISCLOSED THAT 77% OF THOSE WHO HAD LISTENED 

TO THE PRESIDENT'S NOVEMBER 3RD SPEECH WERE IN FAVOR OF 

HIS PLAN FOR ENDING THE WAR 
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IT IS QUITE CLEAR WHAT THESE STATISTICS MEAN . THEY 

MEAN THAT THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

REALIZE THAT THE PRESIDENT IS WORKING HARD TO END THE WAR 

AND THAT HE WILL GET OUR TROOPS OUT OF THE WAR THROUGH 

HONORABLE MEANS AND WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME . 

FURTHERMORE - THESE STATISTICS MEAN THAT THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE REALIZE THAT THE PRESIDENT'S VIETNAM POLICY rs 

INDEED THE ONLY ONE POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME . FINALLY, IT 

IS CLEAR THAT AMERICANS REJECT THOSE WHO UNTHINKINGLY 

DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE , TOTAL PULL - OUT, WITHOUT CONSIDERING 

HOW SUCH ACTION WOULD AFFECT NOT ONLY OUR SECURITY BUT 

THE SECURITY OF ALL FREEDOM LOVING PEOPLEo 

IN LIGHT OF THE SUPPORT WHICH THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 

HAS GIVEN THE PRESIDENT, LET US DISCUSS THE NIXON VIETNAM 

DOCTRINE TO SEE WHAT HAS REALLY HAPPENED SINCE HE TOOK 

OFFICE IN REGARD TO THE NEGOTIATIONS IN PARIS AND DEVELOP -

MENTS ON THE BATTLEFRONT . 

- THE NIXON DOCTRINE - TWO CHOICES 

WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON ASSUMED OFFICE IN JANUARY, HE 

FOUND THAT HE HAD TWO CHOICES OPEN TO HIM FOR ENDING THE 

WAR . 
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HE COULD ORDER AN IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL 

AMERICANS FROM VIETNAM, WITHOUT REGARD TO THE EFFECTS OF 

SUCH ACTION. 

OR HE COULD INSTITUTE A VIETNAM POLICY THAT WOULD 

SEARCH FOR A JUST PEACE THROUGH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IF 

POSSIBLE, AND IF NOT, HE COULD IMPLEMENT A PLAN FOR 

VIETNAMIZATION OF THE WAR - A PLAN THAT WOULD ALLOW US 

TO WITHDRAW ALL OUR FORCES FROM VIETNAM ON A SCHEDULE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH OUR PROGRAM TO ASSIST THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

BECOME STRONG ENOUGH TO DEFEND THEIR OWN FREEDOM. 

AS PRESIDENT NIXON SAID ON NOVEMBER 3rd, HE HAS CHOSEN 

THE SECOND COURSE OF ACTION, THOUGH THIS COURSE MIGHT NOT 

BE THE EASY WAY, IT IS THE RIGHT WAY . 

-EFFORTS TO NEGOTIATE-

AS YOU KNOW, PRESIDENT NIXON IMMEDIATELY STEPPED 

UP OUR GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE HANOI TO PARTAKE 

IN CONCERTED, CONSTRUCTIVE NEGOTIATIONS . OUR PEACE PRO-

POSALS WERE SET FORTH IN GREAT DETAIL AND EVERY POSSIBLE 

DIPLOMATIC CHANNEL TOWARD A SETTLEMENT WAS EXPLORED. 
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AFTER SIX MONTHS OF CONTINUOUS DEADLOCK IT BECAME 

APPARENT THAT HANOI HAD NO INTENTION OF ACCEPTING ANYTHING 

OTHER THAN TOTAL SUBMISSION BY THE U. S. OF ITS PLAN TO 

OVERTHROW THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT AND ENVELOP THE 

COUNTRY IN COMMUNISM BY FORCE OF ARMS . 

POSITIVE PROOF OF HANOI'S INTENTIONS WERE DISCLOSED THIS 

MONTH AT AN ASIAN COMMUNIST SUMMIT MEETING IN PEKING, WHERE 

NORTH VIETNAM'S PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG STATED THAT: 11 NIXON 1 S 

PROPOSALS MUST BE REJECTED , 11 AND THAT 11 THE WAR WILL CONTINUE 

UNTIL THE U. S. IS DRIVEN OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM. " 

THUS , AS PRESIDENT NIXON POINTED OUT IN HIS NOVEMBER 

3RD SPEECH: 
11 IT IS CLEAR THAT THE OBSTACLE IN NEGOTIATING 

AN END TO THE WAR IS NOT THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES . •. THE OBSTACLE IS (HANOI'S) 

REFUSAL TO SHOW THE LEAST WILLINGNESS TO JOIN 

US IN SEEKING A JUST PEACE . HANOI WILL NOT DO SO 

WHILE IT BELIEVES THAT ALL IT HAS TO DO IS WAIT 

FOR OUR NEXT CONCESSION - AND THE NEXT - UNTIL 

IT GETS EVERYTHING IT WANTS •• • PROGRESS IN 

NEGOTIATION DEPENDS ABOVE ALL ON HANOI'S DE -

CIDING TO NEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY. 11 
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THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT OF THE PROGRAMS PUT FORTH BY THE 

PRESIDENT, WE WILL SOON HAVE THE TOOLS TO WORK WITH. HOWEVER, THE 

ROAD TO GOVERNMENT BASED UPON GOOD MANAGEMENT AND DEVOTED TO THE 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL NOT BE AN EASY ONE. THE 

KEY TO SUCCESS LIES IN OUR UNITED EFFORT ANO CONTINUED SUPPORT OF 

ADMINISTRATION POLICY. 

WE MUST REALIZE THAT TODAY THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY HERE IN 

KANSAS CITY -- AS WELL AS IN WASHINGTON -- TO MAKE THE AMERICA OF TO-

MORROW A BETTER AND MORE SECURE PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE. I AM PROUD 

THAT PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT LIE AHEAD IS STRONGER 

HERE IN AMERICA'S HEARTLAND THAN ANY PLACE ELSE. WE MID-AMERICANS 

RECOGNIZE AND ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OUR TIME. WE ARE ALSO 

AWARE THAT THE TASK OF CARRYING OUT THESE RESPONSIBILITIES BEGINS 

HERE, IN COMMUNITIES LIKE KANSAS CITY, WHERE PEOPLE BELIEVE IN THE 

POWER OF VOLUNTARY ACTION. 
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