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-RESPONSIBILITY-

BUT IN ANOTHER SENSE, AND A VERY IMPORTANT SENSE, THE LAYMAN IN
PUBLIC LIFE DOES HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD HIS CHURCH, AND DOES REP-
RESENT HIS CHURCH. HE MUST BE, WHETHER HE WISHES IT OR NOT, AN EXAMPLE
BEFORE THE WORLD OF HOW A MEMBER OF THAT CHURCH ACCEPTS AND CARRIES OUT
PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITIES. 1IN PUBLIC OFFICE, HE IS A SHOW PIECE OF HIS
DENOMINATION, AND MANY PEOPLE WILL BE INCLINED TO JUDGE THAT DENOMINA-
TION BY THE COURAGE, THE MORAL STAMINA, THE GOOD WILL, AND PARTICULARLY
THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE, THAT HE SHOWS IN THE CONDUCT OF HIS OFFICE.

WE GENERALLY RECOGNIZE TODAY THE NEED OF MAKING RELIGION PERVA-
SIVE IN THE LIFE OF EACH MAN, AND IN THE ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONING
OF SOCIETY. THERE IS, AS THE POPULAR SAYING GOES, "METHOD IN OUR MAD-
NESS". THERE IS METHOD IN OUR SANITY, TOO. THE ESSENCE OF THIS METHOD
IS ITS ALL-INCLUSIVENESS. 1IN OUR VIEW, WHICH I AM GLAD TO SEE PERMEATING
SOCIETY, THE RELIGIOUS MAN IS ALL OF A PIECE, AND HIS EVERY ACTION IS
BASED UPON OR GUIDED BY RELIGIOUS AND MORAL CONSIDERATIONS.

IN THIS SPIRIT, THEREFORE, I SAY THAT THE LAYMAN IS REPRESENTING
HIS CHURCH IN THE FULLEST AND BEST SENSE, WHEN HE CARRIES OVER INTO
PUBLIC LIFE THE MORAL PRINCIPLES LEARNED IN HIS READING OF THE GOSPELS,
IN HIS ATTENTIVE LISTENING TO THE PREACHING OF ORDAINED MINISTERS, IN
THE CONVERSATION OF ETHICALLY CONCERNED FRIENDS, AND IN HIS OWN PRAYER-
FUL THOUGHT AND MEDITATION. IT IS BY ACTING IN THIS CONSCIENTIOUS MAN-

NER THAT THE LAYMAN IN PUBLIC LIFE FULFILLS HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE
CHURCH.
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-~POLITICS -- A BAD WORD?-

TO MANY PEOPLE, POLITICS IS A BAD WORD. IT NEED NOT BE. THE

ART OF POLITICS AND THE SCIENCE OF GOVERNMENT, CONSTITUTE A LEGITIMATE
FIELD OF CHRISTIAN CONCERN AND ACTIVITY. POLITICS HAS A BAD NAME BE-
CAUSE THROUGH THE YEARS MANY MEN HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF POLITICAL OP-
PORTUNITIES FOR THE UNJUST SEIZURE OF ADVANTAGES. I SHOULD NOT BE
SURPRISED IF SOME OF THESE MEN HAD BEEN SUBTLY INTELLIGENT ENOUGH TO
SEE SOME ADVANTAGE TO THEMSELVES IN MAINTAINING THE BAD REPUTATION OF
THE WHOLE BUSINESS OF POLITICS. FOR THE CORRUPT POLITICIAN, IT IS
CERTAINLY ADVANTAGEOUS THAT GOOD CHILDREN SHOULD BE BROUGHT UP WITH
THE NOTION THAT THE FIELD OF POLITICS IS TOO EVIL A WORLD FOR THEM TO
ENTER. THE TRADITION THAT PROFESSIONAL POLITICANS ARE ALL WICKED, AND
THAT THE OCCASIONAL REFORM POLITICAN IS INVARIABLY A BUNGLING INCOMPE-
TENT, IS A TRADITION THAT HAS PROVED OF IMMENSE VALUE TO MANY A POLIT-
ICAL MACHINE, IN CITIES AND STATES. THE ESSENTIAL FACT IS THAT THE
POLITICIAN IS TAKING ON A DUTY THAT BELONGS TO HIM, AS A MAN AND AS A
CHRISTIAN. HE FACES DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS, AND HIGH AMONG THESE
DANGERS RANKS A SET OF TEMPTATIONS, COMMENSURATE WITH THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE OPPORTUNITIES BEFORE HIM.
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I SHOULD LIKE TO CITE, AS AN INDISPUTABLE AUTHORITY ON THE RE-
LATION BETWEEN RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE AND POLITICAL ACTIVITY, OUR FIRST
PRESIDENT, GEORGE WASHINGTON, WHO LED OUR ARMIES TO VICTORY IN THE
WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE, WHO PRESIDED WITH WISDOM AND MODERATION OVER
THE DELIBERATIONS OF OUR CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, AND WHO GUIDED
OUR YOUNG NATION, AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE, THROUGH THE FIRST YEARS OF ITS
EXISTENCE UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. 1IN WASHINGTON'S RECORDED WORDS AND
DEEDS, THERE IS A STRONG AND STEADY CURRENT, AT ONCE OF FIRM RELIG-
IOUS FAITH AND MORAL PRINCIPLE, AND OF GENEROUS RESPECT FOR THE VARY-
ING RELIGIOUS FAITHS AND RITUALS OF OTHER PEOPLE.

THESE ARE THE MEMORABLE WORDS WASHINGTON SPOKE IN HIS FAREWELL

ADDRESS:

".....0F ALL THE DISPOSITIONS AND HABITS WHICH LEAD TO
POLITICAL PROSPERITY, RELIGION AND MORALITY ARE INDISPENSABLE
SUPPORTS. 1IN VAIN WOULD THAT MAN CLAIM THE TRIBUTE OF PATRIOT-
ISM, WHO SHOULD LABOUR TO SUBVERT THESE GREAT PILLARS OF HUMAN
HAPPINESS, THESE FIRMEST PROPS OF THE DUTIES OF MEN AND CIT-
IZENS. THE MERE POLITICIAN, EQUALLY WITH THE PIOUS MAN,

OUGHT TO RESPECT AND TO CHERISH THEM. A VOLUME COULD NOT
TRACE ALL THEIR CONNECTIONS WITH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC FELICITY.
LET IT SIMPLY BE ASKED WHERE IS THE SECURITY FOR PROPERTY,
FOR REPUTATION, FOR LIFE, IF THE SENSE OF RELIGIOUS OBLIGA-
TION DESERT THE OATHS, WHICH ARE THE INSTRUMENTS OF INVESTI-

GATION IN COURTS OF JUSTICE?"
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-TOGETHER - 1965-

THE METHODIST MAGAZINE, TOGETHER, HAD IN ITS ISSUE FOR DECEMBER,
1965, AN ARTICLE BY DEMOCRAT CONGRESSMAN JOHN BRADEMAS, CALLED "CHRIS-
TIAN RESPONSIBILITY IN THE POLITICAL ORDER." DECLARING THAT "POLITICS,
SEEN FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE, CAN BE A CHRISTIAN VOCATION JUST AS
MUCH AS BEING A MINISTER OR MISSIONARY," CONGRESSMAN BRADEMAS PROCEEDED
TO OFFER THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

"1, IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN TO BE EFFECTIVE

IN POLITICS. YOU MUST ALSO BE A GOOD POLITICIAN -- THAT IS, KNOW YOUR

JOB.

"2. YOU MUST HAVE OR DEVELOP A THICK SKIN...... " HERE HE QUOTES

FROM A SERMON PREACHED BY NATHAN STRONG, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, ON AN
ELECTION DAY NEARLY 175 YEARS AGO, TO THE EFFECT THAT A POLITICIAN NEEDS
THE STRENGTHENING SUPPORT OF RELIGION TO SUSTAIN HIM AGAINST TEMPTATIONS,
TROUBLES, CRITICISMS, RIVALRIES, AND ENMITIES.

"3. ALL POLICIES, SOCIETIES, GOVERNMENTS, AND ALL POLITICIANS

ARE UNDER GOD'S JUDGMENT. NONE MUST BE ABSOLUTIZED OR DEXIFIED AS IN-

CARNATING GOD'S WILL -- FOR NONE IS RIGHTEOUS -- NO, NOT ONE. THE
CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS WILL, THEREFORE, ALWAYS LIVE UNDER TENSION,

ALWAYS AWARE THAT HE MEASURES POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS BY STANDARDS THAT
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REQUIRE EVER GREATER EFFORT. HE CAN NEVER BE SATISFIED.

"4, THE CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS MUST BE OUTGOING AND MUST ACTIVELY

SEEK JUSTICE AND COMBAT INJUSTICE. I SHOULD ADD, HOWEVER, THAT THERE

IS NO MANDATE ON HIM TO RIDE AT FULL ARMOR INTO EVERY BATTLE THAT COMES
ALONG. IF HE DOES, HE WILL SOON DEPLETE HIS FORCES AND DIMINISH HIS
EFFECTIVENESS. HE MUST MAKE REALISTIC JUDGMENTS ON WHEN AND WHERE TO
MOVE.

"S. THE CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS IS ARMED WITH A UNIQUE UNDER-

STANDING OF HUMAN NATURE. HE REALIZES THAT MAN IS MADE IN THE IMAGE

OF GOD, YET PRIDEFUL; HE IS AWARE OF THE ROLE OF SELF-INTEREST IN POL-
ITICS, OF HIS OWN AS WELL AS THAT OF OTHERS. HE KNOWS THAT, AS AN
ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN POLITICS, HE OFTEN WILL FIND HIMSELF IN MORALLY
AMBIGUOUS SITUATIONS."

IN THIS CONTEXT, THE ARTICLE CONTAINS A QUOTATION FROM DEAN JOHN C.

BENNETT ON THE CHRISTIAN "EXPERIENCE OF RECEIVING GRACE AND FORGIVE-
NESS WHILE THEY TAKE RESPONSIBILITY."

THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH A SUMMATION OF THE ESSENTIALLY
CHRISITAN ATTITUDE TOWARD ANY VOCATION: "IT IS THIS FORGIVING LOVE
OF GOD WHICH ABOVE ALL WILL SUSTAIN THE CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS AS WELL

AS IN EVERY OTHER WORK OF LIFE."
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I WHOLEHEARTEDLY SHARE THIS VIEW. THERE IS SOUND SCRIPTURAL
BASIS FOR THE CONVICTION THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN MUST BE, TO SOME EXTENT,
A MINISTER. IT IS THE FUNCTION OF LAY CHRISTIANS, AS WELL AS OF THE
ORDAINED, TO ATTEMPT TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT HEARD
ITS DIVINE MESSAGE, AND TO ENCOURAGE FELLOW-CHRISTIANS IN THEIR EFFORT
TO LIVE GOOD CHRISTIAN LIVES. MORE THAN THIS, EVERY CHRISTIAN MINISTER
AND LAYMAN ALIKE, MUST BE A PERSON IN WHOM AND THROUGH WHOM THE GRACE
OF GOD OPERATES. IF A MAN IS NOT CHRISTIAN IN ALL THINGS, HE MAY WELL

BE CONSIDERED TO BE CHRISTIAN IN NOTHING.

-GO AS A CHRISTIAN-

THE CHRISTIAN GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD OF MEN -- INTO BUSINESS,

OR POLITICS, OR SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS -- MUST GO AS A CHRISTIAN. THE

NATURE OF HIS CHRISTIANITY IS THE SOURCE OF HIS STRENGTH, AS WELL AS
THE GUIDE OF HIS WISDOM AND MORALITY.

IT IS A COMMON SAYING THAT "BUSINESS AND RELIGION DON'T MIX."

IT IS A SAYING OFTEN ON THE LIPS OF THOSE WHO SHOULD KNOW BETTER.
SOMETIMES IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH MATTHEW XXIII, 21: "RENDER THEREFORE
UNTO CAESAR THE THINGS WHICH ARE CAESAR'S; AND UNTO GOD THE THINGS
THAT ARE GOD'S."
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VERSY, I MUST HOLD MYSELF TO THE ATTITUDE EXPRESSED IN WORDS ATTRI-

BUTED TO VOLTAIRE: "I DISAPPROVE OF WHAT YOU SAY, BUT I WILL DEFEND

TO THE DEATH YOUR RIGHT TO SAY IT." MY OWN FREEDOM DEPENDS UPON
YOURS -- YOUR FREEDOM DEPDNS UPON MINE.

THIS AMERICAN CHRISTIAN FAITH IS A LIVING, FIGHTING, GROWING
FAITH; A FAITH TO LIVE BY AND A FAITH TO DIE FOR. IT IS THE DYNAMO
THAT MAKES OUR FREE ENTERPRISE CAPITALISM SURGE FORWARD IN MIGHTY
TRIUMPHS OF WARFARE AND OF PEACEFUL PRODUCTION. IT IS THE SPIRIT
THAT SENDS FORTH OUR DOCTORS, TEACHERS, MISSIONARIES, FOR THE HEAL-
ING, THE EDUCATION, AND THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. IT IS THE SPIRIT
OF GOD WORKING IN US AND THROUGH US, AND IF WE, INDIVIDUALLY AND
NATIONALLY, ORDER OUR LIVES IN THAT LOVE OF GOD WHICH IS RELIGION,
AND IN THAT LOVE OF NEIGHBOR WHICH IS PATRIOTISM, THEN WE MAY INDEED
PROCLAIM IN ALL CONFIDENCE, FOR OURSELVES INDIVIDUALLY AND FOR OUR
COUNTRY, "IN GOD WE TRUST!" IN THIS SPIRIT, WE CAN PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE

TO OUR COUNTRY AS TRULY "UNDER GOD".
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