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"THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICA"
REMARKS OF

CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE
HI-12
WEDNSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1968

TOPEKA, KANSAS

AS WE ARE GATHERED HERE, THE FINAL DAYS AND HOURS BEFORE THE
NATIONAL ELECTIONS OF 1968 ARE TICKING AWAY, AMIDST RUMORS OF
PEACE AND THE HARSH REALITY OF WAR; AMIDST TREMENDOUS PLENTY
AND EVEN GREATER PERIL AND MISGIVINGS, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
ARE PREPARING TO CHOOSE THE LEADERSHIP WHICH WILL LEAD THEM
THROUGH WHAT THE BIBLE CALLS "THE VALLEY OF DECISION",.

AT NO TIME IN OUR NATION'S HISTORY, EVEN IN THE DARKEST
HOURS OF THE BLOODY CIVIL WAR, HAS SO MUCH BEEN AT STAKE AT

ONE TIME,
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-MOMENT TO DECIDE-

SO, TO BE AN AMERICAN, ANY AMERICAN TODAY, IS TO FACE A
TREMENDOUS CHALLENGE, THE OBSTACLES ARE GREAT, BUT WITH THE
IDEALS AND PRACTICAL KNOW-HOW WHICH THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE HAS
ARMED US WE CAN OVERCOME THEM.

IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, IT WILL DEPEND ON US, EACH OF US,
INDIVIDUALLY,

YOUNG AND OLD, BLACK AND WHITE, RICH AND POOR -- OUR SUM
TOTAL OF GOOD AND BAD, STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS IS AMERICA,

JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL, A GREAT AMERICAN OF ANOTHER TROUBLED
ERA, WROTE THAT: "ONCE TO EVERY MAN AND NATION COMES THE MOMENT
TO DECIDE.,"

THIS YEAR, AS WE LOOK ABOUT US AND SEE THE WORLD FALLEN

INTO CHAOS AND OUR OWN NATION TORN APART BY THE FORCES OF IGNORANCE,

HATRED AND ANARCHY, THE CONCUSION IS INESCAPABLE: THIS IS OUR

MOMENT TO DECIDE,
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-WHAT IS THE DECISION?-

THE DECISION, PUT QUITE SIMPLY, IS THIS:
ARE WE GOING TO LET THE WORST THAT IS IN EACH OF US
COME TO THE FORE AND DESTROY THIS NATION? ARE WE GOING TO
LET THE BLACK RACISTS AND THE WHITE RACISTS AND THE
LAWBREAKERS AND THE SOCIAL DROPOUTS POLLUTE THE GREAT
MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN LIFE? OR ARE WE GOING TO COMMIT
OUTSELVES TO RENEWING AMERICA'S IDEALS AND AMERICA'S GREATNESS?
TO THOSE WHO SAY "IT'S TOO LATE", I NEED ONLY POINT
TO THE DEDICATION AND SACRIFICES OF MILLIONS OF AMERICANS
WHO ARE ALREADY PROVING THAT IT IS NOT.

-HOW DO THEY DO IT?-

THEY DO IT IN MANY WAYS, SOME OF THEM ARE FAR FROM THE
COMFORTS AND CONSOLATION OF THEIR HOMES, RISKING THEIR LIVES
IN THE JUNGLE HELL OF VIETNAM -- UNSUNG HEROES PUSHED OFF THE

FRONT PAGE BY A HANDFUL OF UNWASHED PROTESTORS,
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OTHERS ARE YOUNG AMERICANS SERVING AS VOLUNTEERS AROUND
THE WORLD -- SOME THROUGH THE MISSION WORK OF THEIR CHURCHES,
SOME IN THE PEACE CORPS, OTHERS THROUGH PHILANTHROPHIC ORGANI-
ZATIONS.

BUT WE DON'T EVEN NEED TO LEAE AMERICA'S SHORES, WE
DON'T EVEN NEED TO LEAVE TOPEKA, TO SEE THE AMERICAN IDEAL AT
WORK.

-HERE: THE MAINSTREAM-

I AM LOOKING AT IT RIGHT NOW -- AT THIS GATHERING OF
HARD-WORKING, CONCERNED CITIZENS -- MEN WHO PROVIDE THIS
COMMUNITY WITH LEADERSHIP, A HEALTHY ECONOMIC BASE AND THE OP-
PORTUNITY FOR ALL WHO ARE WILLING TO MAKE THE EFFORT TO PARTAKE
OF AMERICA'S BOUNTY.

OF COURSE, WE DON'T SEE TOO MUCH OF THIS SIDE OF AMERICA

ON TELEVISION, AND WE DON'T READ MUCH ABOUT IT IN TIME, LOOK

AND LIFE, BUT, THANK GOD, IT IS STILL HERE, AND IT IS STILL

THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICA,
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-BIRTH OF A NATION-

WE CAN TRACE IT BACK TO THE VERY BEGINNINGS OF OUR NATION.
LIKE A SMALL MOUNTAIN STREAM FLOWING INTO A MIGHTY RIVER, IT GAINS
MOMENTUM AS THE YEARS PASS., AT TIMES THE FLOW IS TRANQUIL AND
UNDISTURBED, AT OTHER TIMES, THE WATERS FOAM AND RAGE, BUT
ALWAYS, THE CURRENT IS THE SAME,

IT WAS, AFTER ALL, A GATHERING VERY MUCH LIKE THIS ONE THAT
MET IN PHILADELPHIA NEARLY TWO CENTURIES AGO -- BUSINESSMEN,
DOCTORS, LAWYERS AND FARMERS -- A CROSS-SECTION OF THE COMMUNITY,

AND TNOOK AT THE LIST OF LEADERS WHO FOLLOWED WASHINGTON FROM
THE DARK DESPAIR OF VALLEY FORGE TO THE CROWNING VICTORY OF

YORKTOWN :
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NATHANAEL GREENE, A QUAKER BLACKSMITH; HENRY KNOX,

A BOSTON BOOKSELLER; ALEXANDER HAMILTON, A BRILLIANT, SELF-
EDUCATED MEN, RAISED BY THE STRENGTH OF HIS OWN WILL TO
SUCCEED; DAN MORGAN, A KENTUCKY TEAMSTER WHO TAUGHT HIMSELF
TO READ AND KEEP ACCOUNTS Aég BECOQME A FIRST-RATE OFFICER
AND LATER, CONGRESSMAN,

THERE WERE MEN OF EVERY CONCEIVABLE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
BACKGROUND -- MEN OF DIFFERENT CLASSES, RELIGIONS AND PER-
SONALITIES.

WHAT WAS IT THAT HELPED THEM OVERCOME THEIR DIFFERENCES?
WHAT WAS IT THAT BOUND THEM TOGETHER AND PLACED THEM IN THE

FOREFRONT OF THE GREATEST ADVENTURE IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND

--= THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE?
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-~ COMMON GOAL: FREEDOM-

A COMMON GOAL, A COMMON IDEAL.

THE IDEAL: THE RIGHT OF EVERY MAN TO BE FREE AND

MAKE THE MOST OF HIS GOD-GIVEN SKILLS.

THE GOAL: A SOCIETY IN WHICH THIS BASIC IDEAL COULD

BE REALIZED TO THE UTMOST.

NOW I DON'T SUPPOSE THAT OLD DAN MORGAN, THE FORMER
MULE SKINNER, WOULD HAVE PUT IT QUITE THAT WAY, AND I
DON'T SUPPOSE A VIRGINIA PLANTER LIKE GEORGE WASHINGTON
EITHEK.
WOULD EE=SEPER ., BUT BOTH OF THEM SENSED THIS IDEAL,
SERVED IT AND LIVED IT.
THEY WERE THE SOURCE OF THE AMERICAN MAINSTREAM, A

SMALL SOURCE IN TERMS OF SIZE, NUMBER AND WEALTH, BUT A NOBLE

ONE.
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-OTHER TIMES, MEN-

AND AS AMERICA'S MAINSTREAM COURSED ALONG, OTHERS CAME
TO TAKE THEIR PLACES, MEN OF KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM, AND JUST
AS IMPORTANT, MEN OF COURAGE AND ACTION. PROPER NEW ENGLANDERS
LIKE DANIEL WEBSTER, SOUTHERN CAVALIERS LIKE ROBERT E, LEE AND
STURDY STATESMEN OF THE FRONTIER LIKE ABE LINCOLN.

AND FOLLOWING EACH OF THESE MEN AND OTHERS CAME MILLIONS MORE
OF AMERICANS -- PLOWBOYS, MACHINISTS, FARMERS AND BUSINESSMEN.

IN WAR, THEY WERE THE BACKBONE OF OUR ARMED STRENGTH,

IN PEACE, THEIR HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION TO BUILD A BETTER
MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE WAS THE SOURCE OF AMERICAN GREATNESS.
WAVE AFTER WAVE OF THESE UNCOMMON COMMON MEN HAVE KEPT
THE AMERICAN MAINSTREAM FLOWING FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION
-—- SOME FORGOTTEN, BUT ALL WHO MADE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS,

VERY VITAL, VERY ALIVE,

Page 8 of 14
c019_005_041_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

—0—

—-THE MAINSTREAM TODAY-

TODAY WHAT BEGAN AS A TINY MOUNTAIN BROOK HAS BECOME
A MIGHTY RIVER. IT IS NOT WITHOUT ITS TREACHEROUS POINTS, THERE
ARE ROCKS, AND THERE ARE RAPIDS, AND, AS WITH ALL MODERN
WATERWAYS, THERE IS THE PROBLEM OF POLLUTION,

BUT AS LONG AS EACH OF US LIVES UP TO THE IDEALS WHICH
CREATED THE AMERICAN MAINSTREAM, WE CAN KEEP IT FLOWING,
PURE AND UNTROUBLED.

~HOW2?22-

HOW? RIGHT NOW, THE BIGGEST CONTRIBUTION WE CAN MAKE
IS THE ELECTION OF SOUND, RESPONSIBLE LEADERSHIP -- LEADERSHIP
THAT SHARES OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE AMERICAN IDEAL,

BUT IT CANNOT STOP THERE; THERE IS A PERSONAL COMMITMENT

WHICH BEACH OF US MUST MAKE.
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AND, MORE THAN A MOTTO, IT MUST BE A COMMITMENT

WHICH EACH OF US TAKES TO HEART,

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE,

AND WHEN IT IS, WE CAN SAY OF THE AMERICAN MAINSTREAM
WHAT LINCOLN SAID OF THE MISSISSIPPI AS THE DIN OF BATTLE
FADED AND ANOTHER GRAVE NATIONAL ORDEAL ENDED:

"THE FATHER OF WATERS AGAIN GOES UNVEXED TO THE SEA",.

THIS IS THE GREAT CHALLENGE OF 1968, A CHALLENGE WE
MUST FACE AND MASTER NOW -- A CHALLENGE WHICH I AM PLEDGED

TO COVERCOME,
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