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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
ST. MARY OF THE PLAINS COLLEGE
Dodge City, Kansas
Saturday, May 20, 1967, 3:00 p.m.
Remarks of the Honorable Bob Dole

THE CHALLENGES OF OUR TIMES

FIRST, LET ME CONGRATULATE EACH OF YOU. YOU DESERVE TO TAKE PRIDE
IN YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS. WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR DIPLOMA, YOU HAVE NOT ONLY
FULFILLED THE REQUIREMENTS OF AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE, BUT YOU WILL BRIDGE
THE GAP BETWEEN THE STUDENT AND NON-STUDENT, THE DEPENDENT AND THE INDEPEN-
DENT, AND THE YOUNG MAN OR WOMAN TO THE ADULT.

LET ME ALSO ADD THAT THERE IS NOTHING MORE DIFFICULT THAN FINDING
THE RIGHT THEME FOR A COMMENCEMENT SPEECH. IN THE PROCESS OF PREPARING
MY REMARKS, I HAVE REJECTED A NUMBER OF IDEAS, BORROWED OTHERS, AND SPENT
A GREAT DEAL OF TIME IN DETERMINING WHAT TO DISCUSS WITH YOU TODAY. 1IT
IS SAID THAT TO STEAL IDEAS FROM ONE PERSON IS "PLAGIARISM", BUT TO STEAL
FROM MANY IS "“RESEARCH". I CAN TELL YOU A GREAT DEAL OF RESEARCH HAS BEEN
DONE IN THE PREPARATION OF MY COMMENTS.

MOST OF YOU HAVE BEEN LEADING A MORE OR LESS SECLUDED LIFE UP TO
NOW, BUT WILL SOON FEEL MORE DIRECTLY THE EBB AND FLOW OF THE MANY CURRENTS
OF COMMUNITY AND NATIONAL LIFE. THE WORLD IS ALWAYS CHANGING -- NOT ALWAYS
FOR THE BETTER -- BUT NOT ALWAYS FOR THE WORSE EITHER. YOU WILL BE TOLD
THAT TIMES ARE DIFFERENT IN EACH GENERATION -- THAT IDEAS OR PRINCIPLES
WHICH WERE PROCLAIMED MANY YEARS AGO ARE OBSOLETE AND THAT A NEW GENERATION
MUST LOOK UPON THINGS DIFFERENTLY THAN THEIR FOREFATHERS DID. GRANTED, THE
POPULATION GROWS AND CITIES ALTER THEIR APPEARANCES AS PROBLEMS OF CONGES-
TION BECOME MORE AND MORE CHALLENGING, AND THAT DISSIMILAR, BUT REAL,
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PROBLEMS BESET RURAL AMERICA AS WELL. I WOULD STILL REMIND YOU THAT THE
FUNDAMENTALS WHICH HAVE LONG BEEN CHERISHED PERSIST IN BEING PERTINENT
RIGHT ALONG. DESPITE OUTWARD IMPRESSIONS IN A NATURAL AGE TOWARD EXPER-
IMENTALISM, THE GUIDELINE OF HUMAN LIFE REMAINS THE SAME. THE TEN COM-
MANDMENTS, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE JUST AS VALID TODAY AS THEY WERE THOUSANDS
OF YEARS AGO. INDEED THE BOOK THE ESSENTIAL UNITY OF RELIGIONS, WHICH
TRACED THE ORIGIN OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS BACK INTO THE AGES, INDICATES
ALMOST IDENTICAL CONCEPTS WERE EXPRESSED IN THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT PERSIA,

THE TEACHINGS OF CONFUCIUS, MOHAMMED AND BUDDHA, AND IN THE TENETS OF MANY
OTHER FAITHS WHICH SOUGHT IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES TO INTRODUCE A FUNDAMEN-
TAL MORALITY FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE INDIVIDUAL.

WHAT, THEN, IS THE OUTSIDE WORLD LIKE?  WHETHER IT IS THE POLITI-

CAL WORLD OR THE BUSINESS WORLD OR THE SOCIAL WORLD WITHIN OUR OWN COUN-
TRY, WHETHER IT IS THE INTERNATIONAL WORLD, YOU FACE A SIMPLE TRUTH --
NAMELY, THAT INDIVIDUAL HUMAN BEINGS OF VARIOUS KINDS CONTROL GOVERNMENTS,
CONTROL POLITICS, CONTROL BUSINESS, AND FURNISH THE INGREDIENTS OF WHAT
WE CALL THE SOCIAL LIFE OF OUR TIMES.

SIMILARLY, NATIONS ARE MERELY A COLLECTION OF INDIVIDUALS, AND
THE MORALS OF A COUNTRY ARE RELATED TO THE MORALS OF THE INDIVIDUAL.
HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING -- THE EQUITABLE TREATMENT OF THE CITIZENS WHO
ARE DESERVING AND WHO PLAY THEIR PART IN THE CONDUCT OF EVERY DAY LIFE
IN AMERICA -- ARE WIDELY RECOGNIZED AS DESIRABLE, BUT NOT ALWAYS PRACTICED.
THERE IS NO DOUBT IN OUR CONSCIENCES AS TO WHAT IS HONEST AND WHAT IS DIS-
HONEST. BUT AGAIN AND AGAIN, WE SEE TENDENCIES TO LOOK FOR LOOPHOLES, TO
RATIONALIZE INJUSTICE, AND TO TWIST EVEN THE SIMPLE WORDS OF THE CONSTI-
TUTION INTO A MEANING WHICH THE FOUNDING FATHERS NEVER INTENDED -- AS IF

THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS.
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THERE ARE A NUMBER OF DEFECTS IN OUR DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM TODAY, BUT
I WOULD SUGGEST THE BIGGEST SINGLE DEFECT IS A LACK OF INTEREST ON THE
PART OF MANY PEOPLE IN THE AFFAIRS OF THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT, WHETHER IT
BE FEDERAL OR STATE OR COUNTY OR CITY. WHAT IS THE BASIC REASON FOR
THIS APATHY? IS IT A LACK OF INFORMATION? WE HAVE NEWSPAPERS AND MAG-
AZINES. WE HAVE RADIO AND TELEVISION. WE HAVE THE PUBLIC FORUM IN WHICH
DISCUSSIONS ARE HELD, THAT COVER ALMOST EVERY CONCEIVABLE SUBJECT. YET,
AS THE PUBLIC OPINION POLLS INDICATE, THE AVERAGE MAN OR WOMAN OFTEN
MAKES A JUDGMENT ON THE BASIS OF INADEQUATE OR EVEN INCORRECT INFORMATION.

IN A DEMOCRACY WE BELIEVE IN DISCUSSION. WE BELIEVE IN DEBATE.
WE BELIEVE IN THE RIGHT OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO EXPRESS HIMSELF FULLY. WE
DO NOT BELIEVE IT IS ANYBODY'S RIGHT TO COERCE ANOTHER HUMAN BEING INTO
A BELIEF WHICH HE OR SHE DOES NOT CONSCIENTIOUSLY ACCEPT. WE HAVE BUILT
A DEMOCRACY THAT IS DESIGNED TO GIVE THE INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OF THOUGHT
AND FREEDOM OF BELIEF.

WHAT YOU WILL SOON FIND, IF NOT ALREADY, IS THAT THERE IS SOME-
TIMES AN IMPATIENCE TO SECURE CONFORMITY AND THAT IN ORDER TO MAKE OTHER
PERSONS ADOPT A POINT OF VIEW, WHICH MAY BE UNPALATABLE TO THEM, MEASURES
ARE NOW AND THEN PROPOSED AND ADOPTED WHICH NEVER WILL BE ACCEPTED VOL-
UNTARILY, BUT ONLY BY COMPULSION.

IN MY OPINION, WE SHALL MAKE PROGRESS IN THE CONTROVERSIES OF OUR
TIME WHEN WE BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THAT CONFORMITY IN HUMAN CONDUCT CAN BE
ACHIEVED ONLY BY VOLUNTARISM -- BY THE USE OF REASON AND PERSUASION. AN
ADJUSTMENT IS NOT MERE EXPEDIENCY. IT IS OFTEN A STEP IN THE EVOLUTION
TOWARD A DESIRABLE GOAL. I KNOW THAT A GREAT MANY OF YOU HAVE VERY POSI-
TIVE IDEAS ABOUT YOUR FUTURE, ABOUT YOUR OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

TO YOUR COUNTRY. YOU ARE A PART OF THE CITIZENRY OF THIS COUNTRY, AND IF
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YOU DO NOT TAKE AN INTEREST IN WHAT IS GOING ON, THERE WILL BE LESS AND LESS
HOPE THAT WE CAN MAKE OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT SUCCEED.
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SERVE IN PUBLIC OFFICE OR IN THE ARMED SERVICES
IN ORDER TO SERVE YOUR COUNTRY. YOU WILL HAVE UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITIES IF
YOU HAVE THE DESIRE AND THE WILL TO PARTICIPATE.
THERE ARE COUNTLESS IMPORTANT DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

THAT CRY OUT FOR YOUR HELP, YOUR PARTICIPATION, YOUR UNDERSTANDING, AND
YOUR WISDOM.

CRIME IN AMERICA

WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAN THE PROBLEM OF CRIME TODAY
IN AMERICA? WHY HAS IT BEEN NEGLECTED? WHY DO THE POLICE DEPARTMENTS HAVE
INADEQUATE PERSONNEL? WHY HAVE LARGE SUMS OF MONEY BEEN SPENT FOR MANY,
MANY OTHER THINGS, AND YET THE SAFETY OF HUMAN BEINGS ON THE STREETS OF
OUR CITIES HAS BEEN NEGLECTED? THIS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY COMMU-
NITY AND OF EVERY CITIZEN IN THE COMMUNITY. IT RELATES TO SELF-PROTECTION
AND SELF-PRESERVATION.

“EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW" --- THE INSCRIPTION CARVED IN BOLD LETTERS
OVER THE IMPOSING ENTRANCE TO THE SUPREME COURT BUILDING --- SUGGESTS THAT
THE NATION'S HIGHEST TRIBUNAL IS DEDICATED TO THE CONCEPT OF EQUAL JUSTICE
UNDER LAW. THE FACT IS THAT THE COURT, IN MAJOR RULINGS IN CRIMINAL CASES
IN RECENT YEARS, HAS BEEN DISPENSING A BRAND OF JUSTICE THAT IS DEPLORABLY
UNEQUAL. ASSUMING THAT LAW-ABIDING PEOPLE HAVE RIGHTS, AND I THINK THEY
HAVE OR SHOULD HAVE, THESE RIGHTS HAVE BEEN RECKLESSLY DISREGARDED BY A
MAJORITY OF THE COURT. OUR NATION'S LEADERS HAVE OFTEN SPOKEN OF THE
RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE TO BE SECURE IN THEIR HOMES, ON THEIR STREETS, AND IN
THEIR PLACES OF BUSINESS. EACH DAY BRINGS MORE EVIDENCE, HOWEVER, THAT
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THIS IS RHETORIC AND NOTHING MORE, FOR THE PEOPLE APPARENTLY ARE NOT SECURE
ANYWHERE. THIS INSECURITY IS DUE IN CONSIDERABLE PART TO THE EXTREME
LENGTHS TO WHICH A FIVE-MAN MAJORITY OF THE COURT HAS GONE IN ENLARGING
AND PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF CRIMINALS. JUSTICE WHITE, IN HIS DISSENT IN

THE RECENT WIDELY HERALDED MIRANDA CASE, SAID, "THE MOST BASIC FUNCTION OF

THE GOVERNMENT IS TO PROVIDE FOR THE SECURITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND HIS
PROPERTY. "

WITHOUT QUESTION, THE PROCESS OF SHIELDING THE CRIMINAL, EVEN AT
THE EXPENSE OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY, GREW OUT OF A LAUDABLE PURPOSE TO ERECT
SAFEGUARDS AGAINST CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS BASED ON COERCED OR INVOLUNTARY
CONFESSIONS. THERE WAS AMPLE REASON FOR THIS SOME 25 OR 30 YEARS AGO.
FOR THE THIRD DEGREE, EVEN IN THOSE RELATIVELY RECENT DAYS, HAD NOT DIS-
APPEARED FROM THE LAW ENFORCEMENT SCENE. A COERCED CONFESSION IS BOTH
OFFENSIVE TO ONE'S SENSE OF JUSTICE AND UNRELIABLE AS AN ITEM OF EVIDENCE.
IT NOW APPEARS THE COURT HAS NOT KNOWN WHERE TO STOP, AND HAS LOST ALL
SENSE OF KEEPING THE SCALES IN BALANCE. THE NOTION THAT THE PURPOSE OF
THE SYSTEM OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE IS TO CONVICT THE GUILTY AND ABSOLVE THE
INNOCENT IS ABOUT OUT THE WINDOW. THE COMMENDABLE EFFORT TO ERECT GREAT-
ER SAFEGUARDS AGAINST INVOLUNTARY CONFESSIONS HAS BEEN CARRIED TO SUCH
LENGTHS THAT ENTIRELY VOLUNTARY CONFESSIONS ARE NOW IN JEOPARDY. I MIGHT
ADD THAT SOME THINK IT ALMOST SUBVERSIVE TO CRITICIZE THE SUPREME COURT,
AND THAT ANY CRITICISM MUST SPRING FROM IGNORANCE OR MALICE. TO THESE
I SAY, READ THE DISSENTING OPINIONS OF JUSTICE HARLAN, JUSTICE CLARK,
JUSTICE STEWART, AND JUSTICE WHITE. NO MORE SEVERE CONDEMNATION OF THE
MAJORITY RULINGS CAN BE FOUND THAN THOSE WHICH APPEAR IN THEIR DISSENTS.

THE POINT IS THAT CRIME IS A MAJOR PROBLEM. IT IS A PUBLIC CONCERN.
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IT WILL BE YOUR CONCERN. IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO PUNISH CRIME. WE MUST PRE-
VENT ITS GROWTH -- FIND OUT THE CAUSES OF CRIME -- AND BRING TO BEAR THE
POWER AND INFLUENCE OF GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE THE LIFE OF OUR COUNTRY SO
THAT IT CAN BE MADE SAFE FOR ALL OF US. EVEN MORE, WE MUST BE CONCERNED
WITH HOME LIFE, PARENTAL TEACHING, ECONOMIC BARRIERS, AND THE SAD RESULTS

THAT OFTEN ENSUE FROM UNEMPLOYMENT.

WORLD HUNGER

THERE IS NO PROBLEM DESERVING OF MORE ATTENTION IN THE WORLD TODAY
THAN WORLD HUNGER. JUST LAST WEEK I HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF PARTICIPATING

IN THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL AGRIBUSINESS CONFERENCE, SPONSORED BY THE CHICAGO
BOARD OF TRADE. THE CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTED A DISCUSSION IN DEPTH OF WORLD
FOOD NEEDS AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS, AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANT WAS AN EFFORT
TO INTEREST THOSE IN THE AGRIBUSINESS COMMUNITY TO BECOME MORE ACTIVE IN

SOLVING THE AWESOME PROBLEM. THE WORLD'S POPULATION, ACCORDING TO MANY
EXPERTS, IS GROWING FASTER THAN ITS ABILITY TO PRODUCE FOOD. IN THE PERIOD
OF TIME FROM TODAY TO THE END OF THE 20TH CENTURY, THERE WILL BE MORE
PEOPLE ADDED TO THE WORLD'S POPULATION ROSTER THAN ARE ALIVE TODAY. 1IN A
FEW YEARS, OVER HALF THE WORLD'S POPULATION WILL BE UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE.
IN INDIA, FOR EXAMPLE, IT'S ONE MILLION MORE PEOPLE A MONTH, AND IN THE
WORLD IT'S OVER ONE MILLION MORE PEOPLE EACH WEEK. AT THE SAME TIME, THE
EARTH'S AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES ARE PRETTY MUCH CONCENTRATED IN THE NORTHERN
HEMISPHERE'S TEMPERATE ZONES. THERE WE HAVE THE BASIC PROBLEM --- TOO MANY
PEOPLE AND NOT ENOUGH FOOD. WHAT, THEN, IS THE SOLUTION? WAS MALTHUS RIGHT?
WAS HE JUST BORN 200 YEARS TOO SOON? WILL MANKIND BE ABLE TO COPE WITH

THE ENORMOUS PROBLEM? CERTAINLY THIS IS A PROBLEM FOR THE FREE WORLD,

AND IT WILL BE VERY MUCH YOUR PROBLEM AS CITIZENS AND AS TAXPAYERS, PERHAPS
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AS FARMERS IN SOME CASES. CERTAINLY THE COMMUNISTS AND SOCIALIST CAMPS
ARE NOT GOING TO MEET THESE PROBLEMS. AFTER ALL, IF THEY WERE TO CONQUER
THE WORLD, WHO WOULD BE LEFT TO FEED THEM?

IN DEVELOPED NATIONS
IN THE DEVELOPED NATIONS, THE MAIN FACTOR IN HIGH FOOD DEMAND IS
NOT POPULATION GROWTH BUT A HIGH RATE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND RISING INCOMES.

IN JAPAN, .PER CAPITA GNP HAS BEEN RISING AT THE ASTONISHING RATE OF 8%
A YEAR DURING THE PAST DECADE. THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE EXPECTS IT
TO RISE AT A LOWER BUT STILL SUBSTANTIAL RATE OF 6% THROUGH tst®. [F 70,
JAPAN HAS BEEN OUR LEADING AGRICULTURAL EXPORT CUSTOMER SINCE 1961
AND IS EXPECTED TO BECOME OUR FIRST BILLION-DOLLAR-A-YEAR MARKET THIS
YEAR OR NEXT. CANADA AND THE COUNTRIES OF WESTERN EUROPE ARE OTHER CHIEF
COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS.
WHILE FOOD DEMAND GROWS IN THESE DEVELOPED NATIONS, WE FACE THE
PROBLEM OF KEEPING THEIR MARKETS OPEN TO OUR FARM PRODUCTS.

IN LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
TAKING THE LONG VIEW, FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE AMERICAN AND KANSAS
FARMER, THE LARGEST POTENTIAL MARKET FOR FARM PRODUCTS LIES IN THE LESS DE-
VELOPED NATIONS OF THE WORLD.

ONLY 30 OF THE WORLD'S COUNTRIES HAVE A PER CAPITA ANNUAL INCOME OF
$500 A YEAR OR MORE. ONLY TWO OF THESE ARE IN ASIA -- ISRAEL AND JAPAN.
ONLY ONE IS IN LATIN AMERICA. NONE IS IN AFRICA.

THE REST CONSTITUTE THE LESS DEVELOPED WORLD. THE DEMAND FOR IMPORTS
IN THESE COUNTRIES IS LIMITED BY LOW INCOMES AND SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE.
MOST OF THESE COUNTRIES BUY U. S. AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES UNDER WHAT IS
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KNOWN AS PUBLIC LAW 480, OR MORE POPULARLY KNOWN AS THE "FOOD FOR PEACE"
PROGRAM, ON CONCESSIONAL TERMS; THAT IS, ON LONG-TERM ARRANGEMENTS FOR
THEIR LOCAL CURRENCIES. JUST TO INDICATE HOW THINGS CHANGE, LET'S CON-
SIDER THAT BEFORE WORLD WAR II, THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WERE NET EX-
PORTERS OF 3 MILLION METRIC TONS OF GRAIN A YEAR, BUT THEY ARE NOW IMPORT-
ING MORE THAN 30 MILLION TONS A YEAR.

WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE LESS DEVELOPED WORLD AS A WHOLE, ONE RECENT
STUDY BY THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ECONOMISTS SHOWS THAT $100 PER
YEAR PER CAPITA INCREASE IN INCOME WOULD EXPAND AMERICAN COMMERCIAL AGRI-
CULTURAL EXPORTS BY $1.5 BILLION A YEAR. THIS IN ITSELF SHOULD ENCOURAGE

ALL OF US TO LOOK FOR SOLUTIONS TO BUILD THE ECONOMIES OF LESS DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES -- YES, BECAUSE OF HUMANITARIAN MOTIVES, BUT ALSO FOR ECONOMIC
REASONS. IT IS A WELL-KNOWN FACT THAT AMERICA CANNOT FEED THE WORLD,
THOUGH WITHOUT QUESTION, WE WILL HAVE THIS RESPONSIBILITY, OR A LION'S
SHARE OF IT, FOR MANY YEARS TO COME. IT IS MY OPINION THAT EXPANSION OF
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IS A VITAL PART OF THE LONG-TERM PROGRAM TO
ASSIST DEVELOPING NATIONS. ONE OF THE GREATEST ASSETS WE HAVE IS OUR
TECHNICAL CAPABILITY. THIS INCLUDES OUR AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, OUR SYSTEM
OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION, AGRICULTURAL CREDIT, MARKETING "KNOW HOW",
MANAGERIAL CAPABILITIES, AND OUR IDEAS OF THE INTER-RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
OPERATING FARMERS, AGRIBUSINESS FIRMS, AND GOVERNMENT.

THERE IS ONE IMPORTANT PART OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
THAT I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE. NOTWITHSTANDING THE EXPERTISE WE POSSESS
IN THE BROAD FIELD OF AGRICULTURE, WE FREQUENTLY FAIL IN GETTING IMPORTANT
FACTS, METHODS, KNOWLEDGE, ETC., TO THE PARTICIPATING FARMER IN THE DEVEL-
OPING NATION. TO OVERCOME THIS, I PROPOSED AN AMENDMENT TO THE FOOD FOR
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PEACE ACT OF 1966 LAST YEAR WHICH BECAME SECTION 406 OF P. L. 480. THIS
PROPOSAL IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE "“BREAD AND BUTTER CORPS" OR THE "FARMER-
TO-FARMER" PROGRAM.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PROGRAM WOULD BE TO TEACH THE PEOPLE FOOD-SHORT
FREE WORLD COUNTRIES HOW TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. MANY OF
THESE NATIONS HAVE THE SOIL, THE MANPOWER, AND THE CLIMATE TO PRODUCE ENOUGH
FOOD FOR THEIR OWN NEEDS. WHAT THEY LACK PRIMARILY IS TECHNICAL “KNOW HOW",
WHICH CAN BE SUPPLIED AT A SMALL FRACTION OF THE COST OF THE FOOD ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS. EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, OR AS IMPORTANT, IS THE NEED TO ULTIMATELY
DEVELOP COMMERCIAL MARKETS IN THESE COUNTRIES.

YOUR GENERATION CANNOT TURN ITS BACK ON HUNGER, STARVATION, AND
DEPRIVATION AROUND THE WORLD, AND IF I WERE 1i ASéiaHAT I CONSIDER TO BE
THE GREATEST CHALLENGE IN THE NEXT 30 YEARS, SOLVING THE WORLD FOOD PROBLEM
WOULD RANK VERY NEAR THE TOP.

COMMUNISM -- ITS 50TH YEAR
YOU MAY LONG REMEMBER 1967 AS THE YEAR YOU GRADUATED FROM ST. MARY
OF THE PLAINS, BUT YOU MAY RECALL THAT IT ALSO MARKED THE 50TH YEAR OF
COMMUNISM --- THE GREATEST SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CANCER TO BE
FOUND IN THE ENTIRE RECORD OF HISTORY. 50 YEARS IS A LONG TIME -- MORE
THAN ENOUGH FOR A FUNDAMENTAL ASSESSMENT. THE RECORD, SINCE 1917 ALONE,
PROVIDES MORE EVIDENCE THAN ONE CAN USE TO SHOW THAT COMMUNISM IS A FRAUD,

A DELUSION, A CONSPIRACY, WHICH HAS EXPLOITED THE IGNORANCE, APATHY, AND
INERTIA OF MASSES OF THE PEOPLE.

COMMUNISM IS NOT THE NAME OF A POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY. IT DOES NOT
IDENTIFY A RELIGION. IT DOES NOT PROVIDE THE LABEL FOR AN ECONOMIC SYSTEM.
IT DOES NOT IDENTIFY AN ALTERNATIVE TO CAPITALISM. IT IS NOT WHAT If IS
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SUPPOSED TO BE. IT IS NOT AS REPRESENTED. IT IS NOT ESTABLISHED BY, NOR
RUN FOR, THE BENEFIT OF THE WORKING PEOPLE. IT IS NOT FOR THE BENEFIT OF
ANYONE, IN MY OPINION, EXCEPT A FEW LEADERS, TEMPORARILY IN FRONT OF IT,
AND A FEW HUNDRED CONSPIRATORS TEMPORARILY BEHIND IT AS A FRONT.

50 YEARS OF RESULTS OF ANYTHING INVOLVING SO MANY PEOPLE SHOULD
PROVIDE MORE EVIDENCE FOR AN ASSESSMENT THAN CAN BE USED. A FEW OF THE
HIGH POINTS WITH RESPECT TO COMMUNISM SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT.

FIRST, AND FOREMOST, IS THE FACT THAT COUNTRIES WITH POPULATIONS
APPROACHING ONE BILLION HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UNDER THE TYRANNY OF COMMUNISM
AND KEPT UNDER IT FOR MANY YEARS. ARE THE PEOPLE OF THESE COUNTRIES BETTER
OFF IN 1967 THAN THEY WERE IN 19177 NOT ONE COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, I CAN
THINK OF, THAT HAS COME UNDER COMMUNISM IS BETTER OFF THAN IT WAS BEFORE.

HAS THE CAUSE OF PEACE BEEN ADVANCED? THE ANSWER MUST BE NEGATIVE.
THERE IS LESS PEACE IN THE WORLD IN 1967 THAN IN 1917. CONVERSELY, THERE
IS MORE WAR IN THE WORLD THAN THERE WAS IN 1917.

SO-CALLED "ACHIEVEMENTS" OF COMMUNISM INCLUDE: DESTRUCTION OF THE
RUSSIAN EMPIRE AND THE CULTURES, ECONOMIES, AND WEALTH OF SATELLITE NATIONS;

ENSLAVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF RUSSIA AND ALL SATELLITE NATIONS --

OVER 900 MILLION;

ESTABLISHMENT OF PERPETUAL WAR, REVOLUTION AND CHAOS IN MOST OF THE
WORLD -- VIETNAM IS A GLARING EXAMPLE;

ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSION OF A WORLDWIDE WAR ON CHRISTIANITY AND
RELIGION.

AND THESE ARE ONLY A FEW.

THE RESPONSIBLE FORCES IN OUR COUNTRY IN THE YEARS AHEAD MUST WRESTLE
WITH THE PROBLEM OF COMMUNISM AND THE GENERAL PROBLEM OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS.
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I KNOW OF NO ONE WHO DOES NOT HOPE AND PRAY THAT THE DAY WILL COME WHEN
THE WORLD WILL LIVE IN PEACE. THERE ARE MANY, MANY WELL-INTENTIONED
PEOPLE WHO NOW SEEK TO "BUILD BRIDGES". BILLS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED IN
CONGRESS KNOWN AS THE EAST-WEST TRADE RELATIONS ACT. IS THERE A CHANCE
TO IMPROVE EAST-WEST RELATIONS AND EASE THE TENSION BETWEEN WORLD POWERS
BY EXTENDIN@ NON-STRATEGIC TRADE? WHAT IS "NON-STRATEGIC" TRADE? SHOULD
WE FOLLOW THIS COURSE AND TRADE WITH COUNTRIES WHO SUPPORT THE CAUSE OF
OUR ENEMIES IN VIETNAM? THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY "NO" --- CERTAINLY NO
DURING THIS CRITICAL PERIOD OF HISTORY. THEY SAY NO -- AND I ADMIT BEING
IN THIS CATEGORY -- BECAUSE THE ENEMY WOULD BE INDIRECTLY AIDED IN VIETNAM;
THE COMMUNIST ECONOMIC SYSTEM WOULD BE STRENGTHENED; WE WOULD BE OFFERING
PRODUCTS THAT ARE UNIQUELY OURS %0 OFFER.

OTHER WELL-INTENTIONED PEOPLE SAY "YES", WE SHOULD EXTEND TRADE,
BECAUSE THE EASTERN COUNTRIES CAN GET OUR PRODUCTS ELSEWHERE -- BECAUSE
STABILIZATION OF THEIR ECONOMY WILL RAISE THE STANDARD OF LIVING AND PRO-
DUCE A KIND OF COMMUNISM THAT IS MORE CONSUMER-ORIENTED -- AND, FINALLY,
THAT AN EASING OF TENSIONS NOW SUPPORTS THE CHANCE OF PEACE LATER. THESE
QUESTIONS ALMOST DEFY ANSWER. OUR GENERATION CAN CERTAINLY NOT POINT

WITH PRIDE TO ANY SIGNIFICANT EASING OF TENSIONS OVER THE YEARS, AND YOUR
GENERATION -- AND PERHAPS SOME OF YOU -- ARE CONFRONTED WITH A COMMUNIST
INSPIRED AND SUSTAINED WAR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THIS QUESTION ALONE SHOULD
ENCOURAGE EVERYONE HERE TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN THEIR GOVERNMENT -- BUT
IT WILL NOT.

LET ME ADD THAT -- BEFORE YOU CLAMOR TO BUILD BRIDGES -- REMEMBER
THAT PRACTICALLY EVERY AMERICAN PLANE THAT HAS BEEN SHOT DOWN OVER NORTH
VIETNAM HAS FALLEN VICTIM TO SOVIET-MADE AND SOVIET-SUPPLIED SURFACE-TO-AIR
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MISSILES, PLANES, OR ANTI-AIRCRAFT BATTERIES. IT HAS BEEN RECENTLY ESTI-
MATED THAT APPROXIMATELY 80% OF THE WEAPONS AND STRATEGIC MATERIALS OF
WAR HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED BY COMMUNISTS IN VIETNAM, NOT BY THE RED CHINESE,
BUT BY THE SOVIET UNION AND THEIR EASTERN EUROPEAN SATELLITES. YES,

TRADE CONCEIVABLY MIGHT BE A USEFUL TOOL IN OUR REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO
BRING PEACE TO THE WORLD, BUT LET US, IF WE MUST USE IT, USE IT AS A

TOOL OF PEACE AND NOT AS AN EXPEDIENT, ONE OF WHOSE BY-PRODUCTS IS TO
PERMIT THE ENEMY TO CONTINUE WAR. LET US USE TRADE INTELLIGENTLY IN
PURSUIT OF PEACE, BY AT THE VERY LEAST DEMANDING AND OBTAINING MEANINGFUL
CONCESSIONS THAT WILL BRING THE WORLD A STEP CLOSER TO PEACE. LET US
DEMAND OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE EASTERN SATELLITES THAT THE PRICE

OF TRADE IS A CLEAR DEMONSTRATION THAT PEACE, NOT WAR, IS THEIR INTENTION.
BUT ABOVE ALL, AT THIS TIME, IT SEEMS HARDLY CONSISTENT TO THINK SERIOUSLY
ABOUT "BUILDING BRIDGES" WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, WHILE WE BURY YOUNG

MEN DAILY WHO HAVE DIED FIGHTING COMMUNIST AGGRESSION.

RIGHT TO DISSENT

NEVER BEFORE HAS OUR COUNTRY BEEN SO TOLERANT OF DISSENT -- ESPECIALLY
IN WAR TIME. THIS FACT IS ALL THE MORE IMPRESSIVE WHEN MEASURED AGAINST
THE COUNTRY'S HISTORY. ACCORDING TO MY RESEARCH, DISSENT HAS FLOURISHED
IN ALL U. S. WARS EXCEPT WORLD WAR II, WHEN PEARL HARBOR UNIFIED THE NATION.
ONE-THIRD OF COLONIAL AMERICANS OPENLY SUPPORTED BRITAIN IN THE REVOLUTION;
NEW ENGLAND ALMOST SECEDED IN THE WAR OF 1812; THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR
WAS LOUDLY SCORNED BY SUCH CONGRESSMEN AS ABE LINCOLN; DURING THE CIVIL WAR,
LINCOLN HIMSELF WAS SO REVILED THAT AT ONE POINT ONLY ONE CONGRESSMAN
BACKED HIS REELECTION AS PRESIDENT. KOREA BECAME "TRUMAN'S WAR".

OUR COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED BY FERVENT BELIEVERS IN FREE EXPRESSION --
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WHO ALMOST IMMEDIATELY IGNORED THEIR OWN FIRST AMENDMENT. IN 1789, CON-
GRESS ENACTED THE ALIEN AND SEDITION ACTS EMPOWERING THE FEDERALISTS TO
RUTHLESSLY PROSECUTE REPUBLICAN EDITORS FOR, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CRITI-
CIZING THE GOVERNMENT'S UNDECLARED NAVAL WAR WITH FRANCE. LINCOLN DID
NOT EVEN CONSULT CONGRESS IN 1861, WHEN HE SUSPENDED THE RIGHT OF HABEAS
CORPUS FOR ANYONE HIS GOVERNMENT DEEMED DISLOYAL. DURING WORLD WAR I's
ANTI-GERMAN HYSTERIA, THE 1918 SEDITION ACT PRESCRIBED 20 YEARS IMPRISON-
MENT FOR WAR DISSENTERS. SUPER PATRIOTS BANNED THE TEACHING OF GERMAN
IN 25 STATES, CHEERED SWEEPING FEDERAL RAIDS ON 60,000 "RADICALS" IN 1920,
AND EVEN PUT OVER PROHIBITION AS A "WAR MEASURE". IN WORLD WAR II, THE
SUPREME COURT ITSELF APPROVED THE MOST DRASTIC INVASION OF CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHTS IN HISTORY -- THE 1942 "RELOCATION" IN SEMI-CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF
112 WEST COAST JAPANESE, 2/3 OF THEM U. S. CITIZENS BY BIRTH.

FOR ALL THAT, FREEDOM OF DISSENT HAS MADE STEADY PROGRESS, PARTIC-
ULARLY SINCE THE SUPREME COURT EXTENDED THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE STATES
IN 1925.

I CAN ATTEST TO THE FACT THAT THE RIGHT TO PUBLICIZE PUBLIC OFFI-
CIALS IN PRINT, IN SPEECH, AND IN THE STREETS IS NOW FIRMLY ROOTED THROUGH-
OUT U. S. LAW. THE DRAFT CANNOT BE USED TO CONSCRIPT CRITICS; A CONSCIEN-
TIOUS OBJECTOR CAN RELY ON ANY GOD HE CHOOSES. THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
HAS TAUGHT AMERICANS TO ACCEPT NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE PURSUIT
OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. YES, THE FREEDOM OF DISSENT HAS MADE STEADY
PROGRESS, THOUGH THERE IS ALWAYS A CHANCE THAT THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS MAY
CHANGE AS VIETNAM CASUALTIES MOUNT AND THE WAR COMES CLOSER AND CLOSER
TO MORE AND MORE HOMES.

WHILE FIRMLY ENDORSING FREE SPEECH, SECRETARY OF STATE RUSK POINTS
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OUT, "HANOI IS UNDOUBTEDLY WATCHING THE DEBATE AND DRAWING SOME CONCLU-
SIONS FROM IT. IF WE WERE TO SEE 100,000 PEOPLE MARCHING IN HANOI
CALLING FOR PEACE, WE WOULD THINK THE WAR WAS OVER." TO RUSK, AS TO
MANY OTHERS, THE INESCAPABLE CONCLUSION IS THAT U. S. DISSENTERS ARE
HELPING PROLONG THE VERY WAR THEY DECRY. HISTORY ALSO REVEALS THAT
SUCH LOGIC IS NOT NEW, NOR DOES IT STIFLE DISSENT ANY MORE NOW THAN IT
HAS IN THE PAST.

NOT TOO LONG AGO, PRESIDENT JOHNSON, WHO BOWS TO NO MAN IN VOCAL
DEFENSE OF DISSENT, OBVIOUSLY TOOK A DIM VIEW OF IT IN PRACTICE. HE RE-
FERRED TO HIS CRITICS AS "NERVOUS NELLIES" AND IMPLIED THAT ALL DISSENTERS
--- EVEN MEN OF REASON --- ARE KILLING AMERICAN BOYS.

“WHEN A NATION SILENCES CRITICISM AND DISSENT," SAYS HISTORIAN
HENRY STEELE COMMAGER, "IT DEPRIVES ITSELF OF THE POWER TO CORRECT ITS
ERRORS."

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT CANDOR FROM WASHINGTON IS PERHAPS THE BIGGEST
SHORTAGE IN THE VIETNAM WAR, AND WHILE THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD PROVIDE MORE
CANDOR, SO THE DISSENTERS NEED A STRONG DOSE OF REALISM IN RESPONSIBILITY.
DEMONSTRATERS WHO GLORIFY THE VIET CONG, BURN FLAGS OR DRAFT CARDS, URGE
THE WORLD IN GENERAL TO "MAKE LOVE, NOT WAR", ARE INDULGING IN DISSENT
FOR DISSENT'S SAKE. THEY ARE STAGING A MINDLESS HAPPENING DEVOID OF
RATIONAL IDEAS. FEW NATIONS WOULD TOLERATE THE BLATANT BURNING OF DRAFT
CARDS AND THE NATIONAL FLAG. WHILE OUR AMERICAN IDEALS ARE BASED ON THE
POSITION THAT MAN SHOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE HIS OPINIONS, MANY
AMERICANS TODAY ARE DISTURBED BY THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE ANTI-WAR, ANTI-
AMERICAN MOVEMENT HAS REACHED. TO SOME, THE RIGHT TO DISSENT HAS BEEN
SUBTLY REWORKED UNTIL ANY DISSENT BECOMES RIGHT.
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IN EVERY WAR WHICH AMERICA HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN THIS CENTURY, WE
HAVE HAD THIS SAME DIFFICULT QUESTION -- HOW CAN WE DEFEND FREEDOM ABROAD
WITHOUT DENYING FREEDOM AT HOME?

LANDMARK CASES IN THE SUPREME COURT HAVE DEALT WITH THIS PROBLEM.
AMERICA'S GREATEST JURISTS HAVE OFTEN DIVIDED DEEPLY AND SOMETIMES EVEN
BITTERLY ON WHERE THE LINE SHOULD BE DRAWN BETWEEN FREEDOM AND SECURITY.
THERE IS CONFUSION AND UNCERTAINTY AS TO WHAT AMERICA'S WAR GOALS ARE.
THIS IS AMERICA'S FIRST FOREIGN WAR IN WHICH OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES HAVE
NOT ONLY REFUSED TO ASSIST US IN FIGHTING THE ENEMY, BUT HAVE CONTINUED
TO AID THE ENEMY BY TRADING WITH HIM.

TO THOSE WHO DISSENT BY WELCOMING VICTORY FOR THE ENEMY, I WOULD
RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THEY DO NOT KNOW THE ENEMY. ANYONE, BE HE PUBLIC
OFFICIAL, TEACHER, STUDENT, OR WHATEVER, WHO USES THE FORUM OF A COLLEGE,
A PUBLIC MEETING, OR ANY OTHER ASSEMBLY TO PROCLAIM THAT HE WELCOMES
VICTORY FOR THE ENEMY IN A SHOOTING WAR CROSSES THE LINE BETWEEN LIBERTY
AND LICENSE. IF WE ARE TO DEFEND FREEDOM -- THE RIGHT TO DISSENT -- FROM
ENCROACHMENT, WE MUST ALSO DEFEND IT FROM ITS OMN EXCESSES.

I BELIEVE IT IS TIME THAT WE DEMONSTRATE TO THE WORLD THAT WHILE
AMONG OURSELVES WE SPEAK WITH MANY VOICES, WE ARE AS ONE; THAT EVEN THOUGH
WE MAY DISAGREE WITH OUR GOVERNMENT, WE STILL DO NOT SUPPORT THE ENEMY;
THAT ALTHOUGH WE MAY NOT AGREE WITH THE DECISION TO WAGE WAR, WE WILL NOT
PUBLICLY PRAY FOR THE DEFEAT OF OUR COUNTRY, WILL NOT GIVE ACTIVE ASSIST-
ANCE TO THE OTHER SIDE, WILL NOT REFUSE TO SERVE IN OUR COUNTRY'S ARMED
SERVICES, WILL NOT DESTROY OUR NATIONAL SYMBOL, OUR FLAG, THAT WE WILL
INSTEAD CONFINE OUR OPPOSITION TO THOSE AVENUES PROVIDED BY OUR SYSTEM
ITSELF -- CRITICISM, NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS, AND FREE ELECTIONS.
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IN CONCLUSION, THEN, THESE ARE SOME OF THE "CHALLENGES OF OUR TIMES".
THE BASIC INGREDIENT THAT MAKES POSSIBLE A SUCCESSFUL GOVERNMENT AND A SAT-
ISFYING LIFE FOR THE CITIZENRY IS FUNDAMENTAL HONESTY. REMEMBER, THE INDI-
VIDUAL IS ENTITLED TO FREEDOM, BUT NOT LICENSE.

THE PROBLEMS THAT AMERICA, AND YOU AS LEADERS, WILL FACE IN THE
NEXT SEVERAL DECADES ARE BOUND TO BE COMPLEX, BUT THEY CAN BE SOLVED IF
THERE IS AN INHERENT SENSE OF MORALITY. THIS IS NOT A TIME FOR PESSIMISM
OR FOR OPTIMISM, BUT FOR REALISM. WE NEED, AS ALWAYS, WORDS OF CAUTION
AND CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM. FACTS MUST BE FACED AND DECISIONS COURAGEOUSLY
MADE. ABOVE ALL, AS YOU SCATTER ACROSS THE COUNTRY, THE CHALLENGES OF
YESTERDAY CANNOT BE FORGOTTEN, FOR THEY REMAIN THE CHALLENGES OF TODAY
AND TOMORROW.
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