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A LAYMAN 1S RESPONSIBILITY TO HIS CHURCH 

The tirlt ~ ot this topic that shoulc be taken care of, I 

t.hink, ia the negat1v• aapeet. There ia a aenae in which the leyraan, 

taldng part 1n public lite as s. c1t1aen or aa an otf'icial, has no 

napoD81bil1ty toward the churdl, as an orgcn1zed body or denomination, 

to 1'4U.ch be belongo • It 1• obvious, but needs clear .tating tor all 

that, that aan in public lite has no buainess doing any special 

.tavora tor hi• church, or its interests, or his corellglonists. A.a 

legislator, or execu.ti•• or Judge, ho at look upon h1• own. church, 

.equally 'With 8'A1' other cbnrch, as a body of citia.na, organized for 

legitimate pu:rposea, 80ll\8 or Wioh may ind.deut.ally provide public 

benef'ita, such ae education, youth training, hospitals, and varioua 

cb&rit.able works. 

In lbort, a lA3JD.8ll :in public l.U'e does not MpreHnt hia church 

in the 8eD8e in which a Representative repre~s his aoneti ente. Ii. 

ill not. bound to Mek the advantage of hie church, o be 1L bound to aeek 

the advantap o.t bia coutituenta. He ia, on the contrary, .torbiddeu 

by t.lw principlea on which tb.1• Natl on was founded, and also by the 

ba&ic religious principle of Justice, to 61ffk any epecial advantage for 

hia church. 

Bti.t 1n another una,, and a veq important aenee, the ~'lllan in 

public lite do a have a l"8eponsibWty toward hia church, and does 

repreetelt hie church.. lie muot be, lidleti.r be witthes it or not, an 

exam.pl• berore the world or- how a member ot that church ac~pts and 
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earn t. public ruponaibilitiu. Io blic office, be 1a ebow 

piece of hi• danominati , and ma11o1 people will be 1ncllned to ~dp 

partievlarl;.r \be spir.1:t of Jua\j.ce, that be shows in the conduct ot h1e 

otn.e.. 

origin to the datel1d.ne.t1011 ot the Wul ya, Wbltafiel.d, 8lld tboae u-

sociat.d "1.tb tbam, to make the Gospel spirit pe ate the vbclo bod7 of 

a>o1ety, •d tUl the *>le lite o.f' each mm. Mltt.hodism we a revolt 

qa1nst a c'*1P4t1'MJlted aoelety, and ap1net the compartmented 11.te of 

tbe illd1Yidual. 1Jl tbe latabllabed Qiurcb ot the eleya• Um, the 

poor did i.ot have the Oospol preacbed to them, mid the laym.n waa 

hardly cted to think, apoak~ or act :i.:pon b1a religion. 'l'1le maJor 

portion ot aoc1ety, end tbe Jor po 10D ot 9tlch men •a 1na!:vi.dual 

ur •• vu compl tely ved tro11l the in.fl 08 of nligio· • 

It ia to 'b credited, I th1.nk, la CfAy to tho tbodi•t revival, 

Br1d to ita ·1Dtl ca on llWr.Y' 1ndividual1, churche11, and aocial 

organiaati cut.side or iitthodism itaalt, that 'W8 generally t"eCOpi• 

today th• need or making~ pet>vaaJ:ue in tb$ lite of each man, and 

in th organS.z lion and t\1notior.d.Dg or society. There ie, aa the popular 

saying flP •• •thod in our madness. 1 '!'here ia method in ur eSD1 ty, too. 

12» e8Hllce t tbia J:ll(ltlod is it• ill-1.ncluld.venesa. In our v.\.ew, wb.1.ch 

I ea 11.ad to ... perma :ting society, the religious man is allot a p1 ce, 

and bi• 8"9rf action is based upon or guicled by religioua &111 UK) 

oouidemtiona. 
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In tb1e sptrlt, t.Mretore. I say tbat t.ti. Mlltbodift la,.an ia ctiaf 
aa a Mathod.ilt, 8Dd ia l'9Pl"!HleCt1ni b1' .rch in ttw tullut and beat 

HDM t wben eanin cur 1nt.o public ll~ the mor prlneipl• 

loamed 1a b1a ~a.df.ac ot tM Gctapela. 1n bi• attftZ:ltiw l1atclhig to 

the preaal'dq of o:rd!d.Md ld.dstere, 1n tbe ~roat1on of etl:d..aully 

conoermd Menda, elld in h1JJ oc pr~rtul tho· pt am mditation. 

It 1e by acting ill tbi• ooaacientlou mancer that tb~ ~in ~bU.c 

lit• fult.Uls h1a nepowd'b1litt' to the c ch .. 

Tom.my people, JX>lltiea 1a a bad word. It nt!tSd not be.. 1be 

oE po11t1oe,. 4Dd the trd.~ of s:>~1 c atltute e. legt~ t1eld 

ot ~ <X>nuem and actinty. Polit.tea baa a bad ll8lllt hoe ae,, 

throupthe ~' l1G11Mdl haw tskaa ad~ ot political oppo,-tunttua 

.for U. iu:aJtuJtr Miaure of ~tape. I tbould noi be surprised if 801l9 

of ... Jll811 JM.d. be4l8 11Ubtl7 intellipnt tlJIOup to aee 80JDe advcntap to 

t.llaaal-. 1a -1Dteirrlng ·the bad ~P. 'kttion ot the whole .U.ss or 

poUtlea. For the oorl"!l,Pt polit1c1en, it 1• eertaialr a.d~oua \bat 

SPOd ebUdren ~d be brought up '4th tha -notion that the field or 
pol!ttca 1• too vU a world tor \ham to a.tlt6 • '11- t:raditi.on that 

p:rotaaaiou.al polit.ictaaa QN ~ wlcked, tW.cl that the oceuion&l. mora 

politid.e.n is inviu.i.abl.1 a bunglhlg Uiao~, ia a t.ra<lition tba\ 

bsa P1'0v$d ot SW1ltimM vah.8 w manr a political. macb.tDe, 1n eitiea and 

Sta-tu* '1'btf eM1nt1el. tact ia that tb polltidau ia taking on a ai..ty 

the.\ belenp to bia, es a man and a e Cbmstian. He t cow d1ff1cu1Uea 

~ &lngera, and high cmong thee& &ulgera ~a aet ol temptdicna, 

~1·ate vitb tba 1.Q,port.sce of t1:aia oppo JU.ti•• before blm. 
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l shoul.4 like to cite, u $1 indiapute.bl• authority on tba relation 

t.tween relig:l®s pl'incipl.e and political act.f:vity, our first Preaident, 

Gaorge w~,. led OUJ." ei-miu to vietoey 1n tho War tor 
lndttp$ndeW • \4x> presided with wisdom and ~ration owr the dellberetion. 

or crur Constitutional Convention, and 'Who g-..1:tded our ~g Uation, e.s 

Ghief llfeout.1w. tlln.:tgb the first year• ot it.8 exi&ttnce tJnder the 

Conslitution. ID Waabington•a recorded lll)fda deeds. there is a 

atrona and atee.dy cu~, at once ot !'~ roligiaue faith and l'lk)ral 

pri.AcipJ.e, and ot ~roua re:tpect £or tho ~ "'ligiouG faiths and 

rl.tuala 0£ other peopl.a. These are the memorable wrds Waehington spoke 

bl bis Farewell Ad<.U1tesi 

n •• • ot all tb.e d1apoeitiou and Ju..bita which lead to polltica1 

proeper.lf.7, a.liglon and morality are illdia~e eiuppoi-ts.. ln vain 

'WO'Uld that man cl.d.nl the tribute ot Patriotism~ who should labour to 

subvert theft sreat Pillars or bu.man haPPiMP I these f11'!?8st props 

of the dutiea ot menaand citizens. 'J.'b& mer41 Politician.. equally 

with ti. pj.oue man ought to rtuspeet. an..i to cberiab them. A wlume 

could not traoe all tbei1· conneotion& with private And p1.1blic felicity. 

Let it~~ a•d whe:.~ :1$ tba security fo:x· pl'(lperty1 for reputa-

iliou. fur l!f'e, it the~ of rellg;l®s obli1atioo d•G the oatha, 

which a.re the in~anta of inw$tigation in Courts 0£ Jufltioe? tt 

'rbe M•tbodtat ~' l,..ia!-Rol'.t .ha& in it.a Usu& for ~cember, 1965, 

a tho~ article by' Congressman John Bradartas, a Democratic 

Bepreeentntive from Indiana, ealled ~lChdatJ.en Responaibility in the 
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Pc.lit! Order. · I i 

~ I llk• to bl"1z>c 

~ 1Jl i\icau wt ccn.0: ~s. 

Uos, seea tl'C1il Chrlatian rspeoti , be 

:tdon jut.ti • @: o ~ a min11ter or m.1.saiotllt..1', 

bD p.roOM4a 0 ~ tolloldag l 

i. D ia aa JHUl9Jed w a o. imo mi11 at.ie,to, lat tUutm w 
m11YM· 

2. ~l..JlalWllio.Jilil.IS&..:2&;..Jiil~IQJi!...A..;Jclii!i.ii.JllSW... ..... '' 

an election y ~Y l7S para · , tte4't t a politicia 

~ tile ~· , opport of l'ellg1oti to ata11:l b1m. p.tnat . p-

"3 .. m t5J'9if•· wdla •. mllJ2Rl'B,\1a, •m 53.J J&!UilsWml m 
~be 

ab • b Chr!stian in 

UlOreliO I al~ 

Ii pO)J:tJ.cal. cht ~f;$ 1 ~\>Ui.MU.i"l,IO 

erea~r etto:·t. 1 con tlO'll'&t' !>a "'tiaflod. 

4. Dlt 2Ja,Q$QD .iQ .m#.lllst at& a py:t;,m3gg n!N :wit A.Stu.GI 

-~,'tel n . w 
~ug. Ii° :a. ., 

ett~w.a ~ Be ~st . 
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"'· JJae CkJ.AJ.• ta .~wa .11 mwJ. WILD •at»3 wt , ·w31u·a;e1 ar . 
cig Wm 111\>'D• refi.11~ tbat Jaall ia in~ imaaa of A . # ye\ 

pl"ideM; . tba rcle of aelf'-J.nteretst in politiefl, ot h111 

O'WO. ea Will ~ that o£ oU.ra.. tie kmwe ~t, as active participe:rt 

1n polit.10#1 bl often v:lll nm h1mselt tn morally t.ab1si;-:oue eJ:fu atione. rl 

In this , • • otee an John e. on the Chd.atien 
11~rie.nce of gr ce or,gl naaa re t7.," 

tinal oe of U-. S 'a rtlel,. a mi~ 

~Of the saentially Chr1fitian att.1 ~ W:ll°d any vCation1 

ttit .b tbie rg1 villg l0;ve ot God wbleh abo'W all vUl au.at,ain the 

Cbria\1• in lit1cs a.a -1.l aain everu 'Other r lite." 

l ads::ias'• atatevleu1- of a 

share. 1'J»re 1• rol bflals tor tm ctian that vory 

Chri.atd.n ~ utont, a min:lator.. I~ h ~ tunotion c:~ 

le.y Chr!Riana; well •of tho o~, to 1'1'J' spread the tO#pel 

to tboae have t d 1ta divtno l'll$.&a Sit fell ~ 

~ 1n tbe1 effort l!w good Ohrl.stian li . re than thiaJI 

pery Cbrlat1an, ~r laJman 6JJ.ke, mueit be .-raon iA ~ 

thl'O"'.Jak wbom gr, oe of' Oe>d operatea. If a mania not Gbrl..utian in 

all VWlp, bit Dlf'J wll be ooDa16ared to Christs.an in~. 
Tbe Ghrletian orth into the rld ot mn-1nto m~s:tns:ss1 or 

]itioe, r ci ... ,u a CbrlaUsn. The re 
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ot hi• Chri.u..tt.1 is tbe ~or hi• st.nnctb1 u ...U. u ti. 

ct, h1a viedom end., allty. 

Ith a ccmtoJl aQine that *'buldmN 

!t. 1• a ~ on. on the lii:- or tbofl9 

l'ti.11lo# doa•t. mix. 

uld lcnov bttrter. 

God t.Mqa that am God'••" Peopi. eager~~ tblir llb.9rp 

<Jad.1qa Wore tbair om coudeDoaa and bttore tMJ.r· t.Uow men t,:ey 

that w forget or ipore at uar peril. 1'ltdW•; att aa ac\S:dt7 ot 

man, ia aub~ecito t1tAt ao.ral lava tut ecm.Utuw the dil'9ct application 

ot nl.iglon to b.1lllm Ute. tblt Suadfq-ouly Nlipon. the reJ.1&1on of 

pnto.cJW:ac sDd p.nqing, · t mt ct do!Jag, ia a em\Ue\al ad IV'Pocr1Ucal 

attai:r not wrill ta a\tention ot a 1m1. Baltpon, 1f it 1• tu be 

~ at all, JIUSt be ~ ot actioa, and not Just of ...... 

ot our ac1;1ona, but ot the \iliol.e action ot ou.r U.ves. You caimot 

atand up and lace. youraelt 1 l•t. al.on• Jt>Ur God, it yau tey to keep a 

eo ot tinder-tl:Le-oounter ....,..t ot jC\lJ' buaimaa rrot alb3ect to the 

clecr acl"'JtinJ' ot Chdet181.l coucieace. 

The rel.ationlbip ot buablua to nlig:lon, 11Jte tho lat10Ullbip 

or Caeaar to Go , u, tr 
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et1 ve otil.y ~ Da1u~et 1 or put no but 

,. re · hie boa 0£ :re:U.gi. 1n 

b1ilC tob eoud'Jct ot bit ra.lJ..ilon, s ot ti» ut ot hiis llfe, 

tbe light of the 17 irl.t to be hie de, and tm tire of the 

Holy pirlt tive force. m. w k 1• a way ~ mking 

t tmd hie .f'omily, ot oo , tbttt ia undera ... 4 

Ul1Ji18o-...o'ut, IO l'ar U it is humanl.7 poaei li 1 bs ........,,u..L>..L 

bo~a­

bitJ tellov 

riw (lt bie 

t1 to the better ti t ee.rvlce to God 

• ut atentation,, vithctilt id&, be ~uld 

rk w1 th coJ:l8Cio· anee ~ ·What d it coo accomplish 

.fQr otbDra. t l at w what it 1$ lUi:>;. to hnve doctor vhP baa ,., 

warm t~oa Ot" ~u, old ~;cy di cted Mt the 

diaeue that 111 ~cldng ~; 'fO'J. kn .. ~ it. is 1i \) t o i'i.l. 1/ith 

at.!)1'."6lcMper 'till:lo la 1nte~ ill tidW.t you ;t med, will 

go of hi• bel.p o p't .it.; u 'Vbat it 1a likG when 

t.he pl.\:mber hi r.riee pt, r drtdna flo~ e.gi,1n, or tbs 

el•eVidan w restore t:.'l~, or the pr~ to tAlt )"OUr ca.:r in 

ronl'l'i.og order. ~ ie WID'tl mid joyM :teeling, ~~& and oeyoud 

fO'..\r rel.1 r 1.n having the Mod.a aemce dent. 1n knowing tbtlt. tho 

plraon ubo d it t.ivated by pnui.ne bumun ~tl\1" ana 

1'ellov fi li . \t.'1lat. I cm \:ropo~ 1 that w nll ftT;. and SP on 
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bu~. It, \iOll't U, think1.nf abeut it,. by 

an:! ccnatde on of ®et~ ,and logtc, but it nay be done lr'.I 

t.1.t?" ce.ll1zic upon God to wam. t\Ur eold bcert lid.: th-.- Ure 0£ His 

cllar.1 ty.. t>p llllot IWY• bl I.dam &.t&H n1 •v& ~ pretty 

clear. evar s1.uee ! · a y;,.'UCI •un, as. ntligl.on•o s~ cietJ:d.nfl Ql.111 

boaiO.s notion.a. It 1-'t. •tioDe set ple doin~ the right 

th!.ng--it• s ~np. b 

It i bnented by the 

'¥1 etory-Viae la r titd ~at. \o'l '® ! at.rcngth, tbe· 

strength or ·God :bimmlt Ju~ to mir ~ #tN~h--and vi~ is 

t~es tWd. wm~. 

To dolilll to -0wn ~, the ~as ot !'Jl$U ill ·ol~d 

in the a>ve ot thi$ put CO"..,atey, in preG!lnt1ng the 

interests ot the. eit.1 !Jf th9 Fi~ st District ot ~I =-et · 
approach Ude nN:a in. n $P!rl.t o ta1 ~ aU.on. l ~ 

awroach it With pr t\lrM ekrvotien, ..imd with te~r ot e 

~ry, with tbla le~ apt t cit l'll:l poatle. We~ 

otte.n of tb$ eeparatlo11 ot cbut"ch 4\nd IRc.te} and 1t is indeed a 

vital pdXlc1pJ. of mr Amrl.o~ -wy ol Ute~ ... . cberiahisd and 

defa~d. SU:t this ~ti'On ~snot by o,ny •ans edpity tM 

sep:tration 01· rJY soul trom Cbrl.-t, Gr tho purat on or c»Il.due.t, 

publie. mi private, trw saent141 Cbri..tlan PrlAcl.pl • ~ co 

" ' 
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or Ohriatianity, tbs ~ ot the Goepel., is l;o leason ot otrlct 

justice aJld eq al love to W\'$1"'.f man, vonan and chUd o.n earth .. 

It does no harm to, and easts uo slig}lt pon, the psopl~ or erq 

other creed.. lt looks with equal «>1lUe'$ uporJ tlwao ot all ooloPS 

and ra~e. N Jew, no papn~ m Budahiat or f.io-Glem, need t..i b.irltself 

injured by the association ot Anerica with this Chrl.a'W.antty. 

I beliew that the maturity of otir Chri titm tel~~ as wll 

gbam'etQA, not mrely adW.t, th• right or others to differ from us .. 

I aocept the ea6fm.UQ.l right.n, as poll ti cal. pbilo~ and aa a 

gv.ide to p actioal action, pf tho statement of Justice kiuis l). Bnndeitu 

"~ca htls believed that in dlfi"erttntiation, t in unitomiity, 

lies tbo pnth of pl'f)_gresa. It bas acted on thi& beU.eti it mus 
advsnoad b:1man happin~, end 1t baa p:roe ored." There.fore, ill 

many a political controversy~ I nru.st bold m.>'Hlf to tb$ attivJ.de 

expr8$tlf.Jd in w attribu.Wd to 'bl~ren "! disn:pprow. of tirhat 

YO'"l ~y, but .r "411 aetend tc~ death your right to aay it .. 11 M:r 

own £reedom depetldu upon yo~.1our. f~dol:ll dept,.tnds upon mine. 

'thls Amerieen Clu'iatian ,faith is a llving, fighting, growing 

.f&itb.J a faith to Uva by and a faith to die tor. !t is the 

~ t~t makes our tree enterm• capitalism aura- .torvard 1n 

mighty trltunp}la of' warfare aul ot _peaceful production. !t ia 

the spirit. tilt; t sende fort.h Oi. doctorG, teachers. m:lerrl.-onariea,, 
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t0<r the healing, t.be education, and the aal.vation of th':! vorld. It 

io tb$ Spirit ot God wo:rldng in ue and through us. end it we, 

ind.1.vidually and natioMl.17,- OJ:'ib?" oui.- liws 1n that love of God 

'Which 1e religion, am in that love oE ll&1pbor which is patrioti:sm, 

then w may indMd. proclaim in all confidence, for ourMlves 

individv.ally and !or OUl' Country, n.In God We T1"\lstl 11 In tbie 

sp:trit, ve can pledge e.llepance to ~..tr co try u trcl.y "under 

God." 
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FIRST METHODIST CHURCH DINNER 
SALINA, KANSAS 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 1966 
REMARKS OF CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE 

"A LAYMAN 1 S RESPONSIBILITY TO HIS CHURCH" 

THE FIRST ASPECT OF THIS TOPIC WHICH SHOULD BE MENTIONED PERHAPS IS 

THE NEGATIVE ASPECT. IN A SENSE, THE LAYMAN TAKING PART IN PUBLIC LIFE AS A 

CITIZEN OR AS AN OFFICIAL HAS NO RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD THE CHURCH, AS AN ORGAN-

IZED BODY OR DENOMINATION, TO WHICH HE BELONGS. IT IS OBVIOUS, BUT NEEDS 

CLEAR STATING FOR ALL THAT A MAN IN PUBLIC LIFE CANNOT JUSTIFY DOING ANY 

SPECIAL FAVORS FOR HIS CHURCH, OR ITS INTERESTS, OR HIS CORELIGIONISTS. AS 

A LEGISLATOR, EXECUTIVE, OR JUDGE, HE MUST LOOK UPON HIS OWN CHURCH, EQUALLY 

WITH ANY OTHER CHURCH, AS A BODY OF CITIZENS, ORGANIZED FOR LEGITIMATE PURPOSES, 

SOME OF WHICH MAY INCIDENTALLY PROVIDE PUBLIC BENEFITS, SUCH AS EDUCATION, 

YOUTH TRAINING, HOSPITALS, ANO VARIOUS CHARITABLE WORKS. 

IN SHORT, A LAYMAN IN PUBLIC LIFE DOES NOT REPRESENT HIS CHURCH IN THE 

SENSE IN WHICH A REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENTS -HIS CONSTITUENTS. HE IS NOT BOUND 

TO SEEK THE ADVANTAGE OF HIS CHURCH, AS HE 12_ BOUND TO SEEK, UNDER PROPER 

CIRCUMSTANCES, THE ADVANTAGE OF HIS CONSTITUENTS. HE IS, ON THE CONTRARY, FOR-

BIDDEN BY THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THIS NATION WAS FOUNDED, AND ALSO BY THE 

BASIC RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE OF JUSTICE, TO SEEK ANY SPECIAL ADVANTAGE FOR HIS 

CHURCH. 

BUT IN ANOTHER SENSE, AND A VERY IMPORTANT SENSE, THE LAYMAN IN 

PUBLIC LIFE DOES HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD HIS CHURCH, AND DOES REPRESENT 

HIS CHURCH. HE MUST BE, WHETHER HE WISHES IT OR NOT, AN EXAMPLE BEFORE THE 
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JAN 7 1955 
-2-

WORLD OF HOW A MEMBER OF THAT CHURCH ACCEPTS AND CARRIES OUT PUBLIC RESPON-
SIBILITIES. IN PUBLIC OFFICE, HE IS A SHOW PIECE OF HIS DENOMINATION, AND 
MANY PEOPLE WILL BE INCLINED TO JUDGE THAT DENOMINATION BY THE COURAGE, THE 
MORAL STAMINA, THE GOOD WILL, AND PARTICULARLY THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE, THAT 
HE SHOWS IN THE CONDUCT OF HIS OFFICE. 

AS WE ARE ALL DEEPLY CONSCIOUS, THE METHODIST CHURCH OWES ITS ORIGIN 
TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE WESLEYS, WHITEFIELD, AND THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH 
THEM, TO MAKE THE GOSPEL SPIRIT PERMEATE THE WHOLE BODY OF SOCIETY, AND FILL 
THE WHOLE LIFE OF EACH MAN. METHODISM WAS A REVOLT AGAINST A COMPARTMENTED 
SOCIETY, AND AGAINST THE COMPARTMENTED LIFE OF THE INDIVIDUAL. IN THE ESTAB-
LISHED CHURCH OF THE WESLEYS' TIME, THE POOR DID NOT HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED 
TO THEM, AND THE LAYMAN WAS HARDLY EXPECTED TO THINK, SPEAK, OR ACT UPON HIS 
RELIGION. THE MAJOR PORTION OF SOCIETY, AND THE MAJOR PORTION OF EACH MAN'S 
INDIVIDUAL LIFE, WAS COMPLETELY REMOVED FROM THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGION. 

IT IS TO BE CREDITED, I THINK, LARGELY TO THE METHODIST REVIVAL, AND 
TO ITS INFLUENCE ON MANY INDIVIDUALS, CHURCHES, AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS OUTSIDE 
OF METHODISM ITSELF, THAT WE GENERALLY RECOGNIZE TODAY THE NEED OF MAKING 
RELIGION PERVASIVE IN THE LIFE OF EACH MAN, AND IN THE ORGANIZATION AND 
FUNCTIONING OF SOCIETY. THERE IS, AS THE POPULAR SAYING GOES, "METHOD IN 
OUR MADNESS. 11 THERE IS METHOD IN OUR SANITY, TOO. THE ESSENCE OF THIS 
METHOD IS ITS ALL-INCLUSIVENESS. IN OUR VIEW, WHICH I AM GLAD TO SEE PER-
MEATING SOCIETY, THE RELIGIOUS MAN IS ALL OF A PIECE, AND HIS EVERY ACTION IS 
BASED UPON OR GUIDED BY RELIGIOUS AND MORAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

IN THIS SPIRIT, THEREFORE, I SAY THAT THE METHODIST LAYMAN IS ACTING 
AS A METHODIST, AND IS REPRESENTING HIS CHURCH IN THE FULLEST AND BEST SENSE, 
WHEN HE CARRIES OVER INTO PUBLIC LIFE THE MORAL PRINCIPLES LEARNED IN HIS 
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READING OF THE GOSPELS, IN HIS ATTENTIVE LISTENING TO THE PREACHING OF 
ORDAINED MINISTERS, IN THE CONVERSATION OF ETHICALLY CONCERNED FRIENDS, 

AND IN HIS OWN PRAYERFUL THOUGHT AND MEDITATION. IT IS BY ACTING IN THIS 

CONSCIENTIOUS MANNER THAT THE LAYM\N IN PUBLIC LIFE FULFILLS HIS RESPON-
SIBILITY TO THE CHURCH. 

TO MANY PEOPLE, POLITICS IS A BAD WORD. IT NEED NOT BE. THE ART 
OF POLITICS AND THE SCIENCE OF GOVERNMENT, CONSTITUTE A LEGITIMATE FIELD 
OF CHRISTIAN CONCERN AND ACTIVITY. POLITICS HAS A BAD NAME BECAUSE THROUGH 
THE YEARS MANY MEN HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF POLITICAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
THE UNJUST SEIZURE OF ADVANTAGES. I SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF SOME OF 

THESE MEN HAD BEEN SUBTLY INTELLIGENT ENOUGH TO SEE SOME ADVANTAGE TO THEM-
SELVES IN MAINTAINING THE BAD REPUTATION OF THE WHOLE BUSINESS OF POLITICS. 

FOR THE CORRUPT POLITICIAN, IT IS CERTAINLY ADVANTAGEOUS THAT GOOD CHILDREN 

SHOULD BE BROUGHT UP WITH THE NOTION THAT THE FIELD OF POLITICS IS TOO EVIL 
A WORLD FOR THEM TO ENTER. THE TRADITION THAT PROFESSIONAL POLITICIANS 

ARE ALL WICKED, AND THAT THE OCCASIONAL REFORM POLITICIAN IS INVARIABLY A 

BUNGLING INCOMPETENT, IS A TRADITION THAT HAS PROVED OF IMMENSE VALUE TO 
MANY A POLITICAL MACHINE, IN CITIES AND STATES. THE ESSENTIAL FACT IS THAT 

THE POLITICIAN IS TAKING ON A DUTY THAT BELONGS TO HIM, AS A MAN AND AS 
A CHRISTIAN. HE FACES DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS, AND HIGH AMONG THESE 
DANGERS RANKS A SET OF TEMPTATIONS, COMMENSURATE WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
OPPORTUNITIES BEFORE HIM. 

I SHOULD LIKE TO CITE, AS AN INDISPUTABLE AUTHORITY ON THE RELATION 

BETWEEN RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE AND POLITICAL ACTIVITY, OUR FIRST PRESIDENT, 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, WHO LED OUR ARMIES TO VICTORY IN THE WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE, 

WHO PRESIDED WITH WISDOM AND MODERATION OVER THE DELIBERATIONS OF OUR 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, AND WHO GUIDED OUR YOUNG NATION, AS CHIEF 

EXECUTIVE, THROUGH THE FIRST YEARS OF ITS EXISTENCE UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. 

IN WASHINGTON'S RECORDED WORDS AND DEEDS, THERE IS A STRONG AND STEADY 

CURRENT, AT ONCE OF FIRM RELIGIOUS FAITH AND MORAL PRINCIPLE, AND OF GEN-

EROUS RESPECT FOR THE VARYING RELIGIOUS FAITHS AND RITUALS OF OTHER PEOPLE. 

THESE ARE THE MEMORABLE WORDS WASHINGTON SPOKE IN HIS FAREWELL ADDRESS: 

11 
•••• 0F ALL THE DISPOSITIONS AND HABITS WHICH LEAD TO 

POLITICAL PROSPERITY, RELIGION AND MORALITY ARE INDISPENSABLE 

SUPPORTS. IN VAIN WOULD THAT MAN CLAIM THE TRIBUTE OF PATRIOTISM, 

WHO SHOULD LABOUR TO SUBVERT THESE GREAT PILLARS OF HUMAN HAPPI-

NESS, THESE FIRMEST PROPS OF THE DUTIES OF MEN AND CITIZENS. THE 

MERE POLITICIAN, EQUALLY WITH THE PIOUS MAN OUGHT TO RESPECT AND TO 

CHERISH THEM. A VOLUME COULD NOT TRACE ALL THEIR CONNECTIONS 

WITH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC FELICITY. LET IT SIMPLY BE ASKED WHERE 

IS THE SECURITY FOR PROPERTY, FOR REPUTATION, FOR LIFE, IF THE 

SENSE OF RELIGIOUS OBLIGATION DESERT THE OATHS, WHICH ARE THE 

INSTRUMENTS OF INVESTIGATION IN COURTS OF JUSTICE?" 

THE METHODIST MAGAZINE, TOGETHER, HAS IN ITS ISSUE FOR DECEMBER, 

1965, AN ARTICLE BY DEMOCRAT CONGRESSMAN JOHN BRADEMAS, CALLED "CHRISTIAN 

RESPONSIBILITY IN THE POLITICAL ORDER." MANY OF YOU MAY HAVE READ THE ARTICLE, 

BUT I SHOULD LIKE TO REVIEW THE "GUIDELINES TO CHRISTIANS IN POLITICS'' DIS-

CUSSED THEREIN. DECLARING THAT "POLITICS, SEEN FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE, 

CAN BE A CHRISTIAN VOCATION JUST AS MUCH AS BEING A MINISTER OR MISSIONARY, 11 

CONGRESSMAN BRADEMAS PROCEEDS TO OFFER THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 
11 1. IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN TO BE EFFECTIVE IN 

POLITICS. YOU MUST ALSO BE A GOOD POLITICIAN -- THAT IS, KNOW YOUR JOB. 
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11 2. YOU MUST HAVE OR DEVELOP A THICK SKIN ..... 11 HERE HE QUOTES 

FROM A SERMON PREACHED BY NATHAN STRONG, HARTFORD,CONNECTICUT, ON AN 

ELECTION DAY NEARLY 175 YEARS AGO, TO THE EFFECT THAT A POLITICIAN NEEDS 

THE STRENGTHENING SUPPORT OF RELIGION TO SUSTAIN HIM AGAINST TEMPTATIONS, 

TROUBLES, CRITICISMS, RIVALRIES, AND ENMITIES. 
11 3. ALL POLICIES, SOCIETIES, GOVERNMENTS, AND ALL POLITICIANS ARE 

UNDER GOD'S JUDGMENT. NONE MUST BE ABSOLUTIZED OR DEIFIED AS INCARNATING 

GOD'S WILL -- FOR NONE IS RIGHTEOUS -- NO, NOT ONE. THE CHRISTIAN IN 

POLITICS WILL, THEREFORE, ALWAYS LIVE UNDER TENSION, ALWAYS AWARE THAT HE 

MEASURES POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS BY STANDARDS THAT REQUIRE EVER GREATER EFFORT. 

HE CAN NEVER BE SATISFIED. 
11 4. THE CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS MUST BE OUTGOING AND MUST ACTIVELY SEEK 

JUSTICE AND COMBAT INJUSTICE. I SHOULD ADD, HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS NO MANDATE 

ON HIM TO RIDE AT FULL ARMOR INTO EVERY BATTLE THAT COMES ALONG. IF HE DOES, 

HE WILL SOON DEPLETE HIS FORCES AND DIMINISH HIS EFFECTIVENESS. HE MUST MAKE 

REALISTIC JUDGMENTS ON WHEN AND WHERE TO MOVE. 
11 5. THE CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS IS ARMED WITH A UNIQUE UNDERSTANDING 

OF HUMAN NATURE. HE REALIZES THAT MAN IS MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD, YET 

PRIDEFUL ; HE IS AWARE OF THE ROLE OF SELF-INTEREST IN POLITICS, OF HIS OWN 

AS WELL AS THAT OF OTHERS. HE KNOWS THAT, AS AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN POL-

ITICS, HE OFTEN WILL FIND HIMSELF IN MORALLY AMBIGUOUS SITUATIONS. 11 

IN THIS CONTEXT, THE ARTICLE CONTAINS A QUOTATION FROM DEAN JOHN C. BENNETT 

ON THE CHRISTIAN "EXPERIENCE OF RECEIVING GRACE AND FORGIVENESS WHILE THEY 

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY. 11 

THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH A SUMMATION OF THE ESSENTIALLY CHRISTIAN 

ATTITUDE TOWARD ANY VOCATION: "IT IS THIS FORGIVING LOVE OF GOD WHICH ABOVE 

ALL WILL SUSTAIN THE CHRISTIAN IN POLITICS AS WELL AS IN EVERY OTHER WORK 

OF LIFE. II 
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I WHOLEHEARTEDLY SHARE THIS VIEW. THERE IS SOUND SCRIPTURAL 

BASIS FOR THE CONVICTION THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN MUST BE, TO SOME EXTENT, 

A MINISTER. IT IS THE FUNCTION OF LAY CHRISTIANS, AS WELL AS OF THE 

ORDAINED, TO ATTEMPT TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT HEARD 

ITS DIVINE MESSAGE, AND TO ENCOURAGE FELLOW-CHRISTIANS IN THEIR EFFORT TO 

LIVE GOOD CHRISTIAN LIVES. MORE THAN THIS, EVERY CHRISTIAN, MINISTER AND 

LAYMAN ALIKE, MUST BE A PERSON IN WHOM AND THROUGH WHOM THE GRACE OF GOD 

OPERATES. IF A MAN IS NOT CHRISTIAN IN ALL THINGS, HE MAY WELL BE CON-

SIDERED TO CHRISTIAN IN NOTHING. 

THE CHRISTIAN GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD OF MEN -- INTO BUSINESS, 

OR POLITICS, OR SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS -- MUST GO AS A CHRISTIAN. THE 

NATURE OF HIS CHRISTIANITY IS THE SOURCE OF HIS STRENGTH, AS WELL AS THE 

GUIDE OF HIS WISDOM AND MORALITY. 

IT IS A COMMON SAYING THAT "BUSINESS AND RELIGION DON'T MIX." 

IT IS A SAYING OFTEN ON THE LIPS OF THOSE WHO SHOULD KNOW BETTER. SOMETIMES 

IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH MATTHEW XX III, 21: "RENDER THEREFORE UNTO CAESAR 

THE THINGS WHICH ARE CAESAR'S; AND UNTO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD 1 S. 11 

PEOPLE EAGER TO JUSTIFY THEIR SHARP DEALINGS BEFORE THEIR OWN 

CONSCIENCES AND BEFORE THEIR FELLOW MEN TRY TO CONVINCE THEMSELVES AND 

OTHERS THAT BUSINESS AND RELIGION BELONG IN SEPARATE COMPARTMENTS OF 

LIFE, AND HAVE NO PROPER RELATIONSHIP. BUT BUSINESS AND RELIGION DO HAVE 

A RELATIONSHIP, AND A RELATIONSHIP THAT WE FORGET OR IGNORE AT OUR PERIL. 

BUSINESS, AS AN ACTIVITY OF MAN, IS SUBJECT TO THE MORAL LAWS THAT CON-

STITUTE THE DIRECT APPLICATION OF RELIGION TO HUMAN LIFE. THE SUNDAY-ONLY 

RELIGION, THE RELIGION OF PREACHING AND PRAYING, BUT NOT OF DOING, IS A 
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SENTIMENTAL AND HYPOCRITICAL AFFAIR NOT WORTH THE ATTENTION OF A MAN. 

RELIGION, IF IT IS TO BE ANYTHING AT ALL, MUST BE A DYNAMO OF ACTION, 

AND NOT JUST OF SOME OF OUR ACTIONS, BUT OF THE WHOLE ACTION OF OUR 

LIVES. YOU CJl.INOT STAND UP AND FACE YOURSELF, LET ALONE YOUR GOD, IF 

YOU TRY TO KEEP A SORT OF UNDER-THE-COUNTER SEGMENT OF YOUR BUSINESS NOT 

SUBJECT TO THE CLEAR SCRUTINY OF A CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE. 

THE RELATIONSHIP OF BUSINESS TO RELIGION, LIKE THE RELATIONSHIP 

OF CAESAR TO GOD, IS, FRANKLY AND FULLY, SUBORDINATION. THIS IS NOT SAID 

OF RELIGION IN A SECTARIAN SENSE, AS THOUGH A MAN SHOULD CONDUCT A STORE 

ATTRACTIVE ONLY TO BAPTISTS, OR PUT NONE BUT PRESBYTERIAN ELDERS ON HIS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, BUT OF RELIGION IN ITS BROADEST AND STRONGEST AND MOST 

POSITIVE SENSE. A MAN SHOULD BRING TO THE CONDUCT OF HIS RELIGION, AS OF 

THE REST OF HIS LIFE, THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE HIS GUIDE, AND 

THE FIRE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE HIS MOTIVE FORCE. HIS WORK IS A WAY OF 

MAKING A LIVING FOR HIMSELF AND HIS FAMILY, OF COURSE, THAT IS UNDERSTOOD 

AND INEVITABLE --- BUT, SO FAR AS IT IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE, HE SHOULD 

USBORDINATE THAT MOTIVE TO THE BETTER MOTIVE OF SERVICE TO GOD AND HIS 

FELLOW MAN. WITHOUT OSTENTATION, AND WITHOUT PRIDE, HE SHOULD DRIVE AT HIS 

WORK WITH A CONSCIOUSNESS OF WHAT GOOD IT CAN ACCOMPLISH FOR OTHERS. 

YOU KNOW WHAT IT IS LIKE TO HAVE A DOCTOR WHO HAS A WARM FONDNESS FOR YOU, 

AND A COLD FURY DIRECTED AGAINST THE DISEASE THAT IS ATTACKING YOU; YOU KNOW 

WHAT IT IS LIKE TO DEAL WITH A STOREKEEPER WHO IS INTERESTED IN WHAT YOU 

WANT AND NEED, AND WILL GO OUT OF HIS WAY TO HELP YOU GET IT; YOU KNOW WHAT 

IT IS LIKE WHEN THE PLUMBER HURRIES TO GET YOUR DRAINS FLOWING AGAIN, OR THE 

ELECTRICIAN TO RESTORE CURRENT, OR THE GARAGEMAN TO PUT YOUR CAR IN RUNNING 

ORDER. THERE IS A WARM AND JOYFUL FEELING, ABOVE AND BEYOND YOUR RELIEF 
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IN HAVING THE NEEDED SERVICE DONE, IN KNOWING THAT THE PERSON WHO DID IT 

WAS MOTIVATED BY A GENUINE HUMAN SYMPATHY AND FELLOW FEELING. WHAT I AM 

PROPOSING IS THAT WE ALL TRY, AND GO ON TRYING, TO PUT THAT SPIRIT OF 

RELIGION, HUMAN AND DIVINE, INTO OUR BUSINESS. IT WON'T BE DONE BY 

THINKING AND TALKING ABOUT IT, BY ANY CONSIDERATION OF DOCTRINE AND 

LOGIC, BUT IT MAY BE DONE BY OUR CALLING UPON GOD TO WARM OUR COLD HEARTS 

WITH THE FIRE OF HIS CHARITY. AS GEORGE ELIOT SAYS IN ADAM BEDE: 

11 I 1 VE SEEN PRETTY CLEAR, EVER SINCE I WAS A YOUNG 'UN, 

AS RELIGION'S SOMETHING ELSE BESIDES NOTIONS. IT ISN'T NOTIONS 

SET PEOPLE DOING THE RIGHT THING---- IT'S FEELINGS. 11 

IT IS A CALUMNY INVENTED BY THE WEAK AND WICKED THAT IDENTIFIES 

VIRTUE WITH LANGUOR AND WEAKNESS. VIRTUE IS THE STRUGGLE AND THE VICTORY --

VICE IS SURRENDER AND DEFEAT. VIRTUE IS STRENGTH, THE STRENGTH OF GOD 

HIMSELF JOINED TO OUR HUMAN STRENGTH -- AND VICE IS FEEBLENESS AND WAVERING. 

TO COME DOWN TO MY OWN BUSINESS, THE BUSINESS OF A MAN INVOLVED 

IN THE GOVERNING OF THIS GREAT COUNTRY, AND IN REPRESENTING THE INTERESTS 

OF THE CITIZENS OF THE FIRST DISTRICT OF KANSAS -- I MUST APPROACH THIS 

BUSINESS IN A SPIRIT OF TOTAL DEDICATION. I MUST APPROACH IT WITH 

PRAYERFUL DEVOTION, AND WITH THE FERVOR OF A MISSIONARY, AND WITH THE 

LOVING SPIRIT OF AN APOSTLE. WE SPEAK OFTEN OF THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH 

AND STATE; AND IT IS INDEED A VITAL PRINCIPLE OF OUR AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE, 

TO BE CHERISHED AND DEFENDED. BUT THIS SEPARATION DOES NOT BY ANY MEANS 

SIGNIFY THE SEPARATION OF MY SOUL FROM CHRIST, OR THE SEPARATION OF MY 

CONDUCT, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE, FROM ESSENTIAL CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES. THE 

CORE OF CHRISTIANITY, THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL, IS A LESSON OF STRICT 
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JUSTICE AND EQUAL LOVE TO EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD ON EARTH. IT DOES NO 

HARM TO, AND CASTS NO SLIGHT UPON, THE PEOPLE OF ANY OTHER CREED. IT LOOKS 
WITH EQUAL CONCERN UPON THOSE OF ALL COLORS AND RACES. NO JEW, NO PAGAN, NO 
BUDDHIST OR MOSLEM, NEED FEEL HIMSELF INJURED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
WITH THIS CHRISTIANITY. 

I BELIEVE THAT THE MATURITY OF OUR CHRISTIAN TOLERANCE AS WELL AS 

OF OUR AMERICAN BELIEF IN FREEDOM IS SHOWN BY OUR READINESS TO CHAMPION, 

NOT MERELY ADMIT, THE RIGHT OF OTHERS TO DIFFER FROM US. I ACCEPT THE 
ESSENTIAL RIGHTNESS, AS POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY AND AS A GUIDE TO PRACTICAL 

ACTION, OF THE STATEMENT OF JUSTICE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS: 11 AMERICA HAS 

BELIEVED THAT IN DIFFERENTIATION, NOT IN UNIFORMITY, LIES THE PATH OF 
PROGRESS. IT HAS ACTED ON THIS BELIEF; IT HAS ADVANCED HUMAN HAPPINESS, 

AND IT HAS PROSPERED. 11 THEREFORE, IN MANY A POLITICAL CONTROVERSY, I 
MUST HOLD MYSELF TO THE ATTITUDE EXPRESSED IN WORDS ATTRIBUTED TO VOLTAIRE: 
11 I DISAPPROVE OF WHAT YOU SAY, BUT I WILL DEFEND TO THE DEATH YOUR RIGHT 
TO SAY IT. 11 MY OWN FREEDOM DEPENDS UPON YOURS -- YOUR FREEDOM DEPENDS 
UPON MINE. 

THIS AMERICAN CHRISTIAN FAITH IS A LIVING, FIGHTING, GROWING 

FAITH; A FAITH TO LIVE BY AND A FAITH TO DIE FOR. IT IS THE DYNAMO THAT 
MAKES OUR FREE ENTERPRISE CAPITALISM SURGE FORWARD IN MIGHTY TRIUMPHS OF 

WARFARE AND OF PEACEFUL PRODUCTION. IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT SENDS FORTH OUR 
DOCTORS, TEACHERS, MISSIONARIES, FOR THE HEALING, THE EDUCATION, AND THE 

SALVATION OF THE WORLD. IT IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD WORKING IN US AND THROUGH 

US, AND IF WE, INDIVIDUALLY AND NATIONALLY, ORDER OUR LIVES IN THAT LOVE OF 

GOD WHICH IS RELIGION, AND IN THAT LOVE OF NEIGHBOR WHICH IS PATRIOTISM, THEN 

WE MAY INDEED PROCLAIM IN ALL CONFIDENCE, FOR OURSELVES INDIVIDUALLY AND FOR 
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OUR COUNTRY, 11 IN GOD WE TRUST! 11 IN THIS SPIRIT, WE CAN PLEDGE 

ALLEGIANCE TO OUR COUNTRY AS TRULY 11 UNDER GOD 11
• 
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