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VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11, 1965
GARDEN CITY, KANSAS
REMARKS OF CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE
FACING OUR NATION TODAY IS A CRITICAL SITUATION IN VIET NAM,
THE UNITED STATES HAS ONCE AGAIN BEEN DRAWN INTO A MILITARY CONFLICT
AND HAS ASSUMED THE ROLE OF GATEKEEPER OF FREEDOM -- NOT BY CHOICE
SO MUCH AS BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER NATION IN THE WORLD WITH THE"
CAPABILITIES TO PERFORM WHAT ROLE,
WE, VETERANS, HAVE KNOWN THE RAVAGES OF WAR, BUT WE HAVE ALSO
KNOWN THAT PARTICULAR MOMENTARY GLORY WHICH NOT ALL MEN HAVE AN OPPOR-
TUNITY TO EXPERIENCE, THAT PERSONAL GLORY WHICH A MAN KNOWS WHEN HE
HAS BEEN CONFRONTED BY THE ENEMY THREAT AND HAS RISEN TO THE OCCASION
WITH FULL PERSONAL COMMITMENT, THE UNITED STATES NOW HAS A COMMITMENT
IN VIET NAM, WHICH IT MUST FULFILL AND WILL FULFILL IN ORDER TO PRE-

SERVE ITS DIGNITY AS A NATION,

P4 N

WHAT IS THIS COMMITMENT, AND WHY ARE WE INVOLVED IN VIET NAM?
OUR POLICY OBJECTIVES WITH REGARD TO SOUTH VIET NAM HAVE BEEN REITER-
ATED MANY TIMES: 1) TO CONTAIN THE EXPANSION OF COMMUNISM WITHIN ITS
PRESENT BORDERS; 2) TO STRENGTHEN THE VIABILITY OF SOUTH VIET NAM
AND TO GUARANTEE ITS RIGHT OF SOVEREIGNTY, FREE FROM EXTERNAL AGGRES~
SION AND INTERFERENCE,

WE ARE FULLY COMMITTED TO THESE STATED POLICY OBJECTIVES BE-
CAUSE OF THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF SOUTH VIET NAM TO THE UM|TED
STATES TODAY, THE QUESTION IS NOT THAT OF THE STRATEGIC LOGATION OF A
SMALL NATION HALFWAY ACROSS THE WORLD -« ALTHOUGH IT IS STRATEGICALLY
LOCATED IN THE SENSE THAT IF IT WERE TO FALL BEHNSD THE BAMBOO CURTAIN
(RED CHINESE CONTROL) OR PERHAPS, BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN, LAOS,
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CAMBODIA, AND EVEN THAILAND MIGHT WELL TOPPLE AFTER IT, MORE VITAL
IS THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES COULD NOT AFFORD AN EXTENSION OF
THE COMMUNIST STRANGLEHOLD NOR A GROWING DOUBT OF AMERICAN ABILITY
TO LEAD AND PROTECT THE FREE WORLD, SMALLER, NON-ALIGNED NATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD MIGHT CEASE TO BELIEVE IN AMERICAN ASSURANCES
OF PROTECTION AND THROUGH FEAR AND THE GROWING CONVICTION, AS ONE
NATION FOLLOWED ANOTHER, THAT COMMUNISM IS THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE,
MIGHT FOLLOW SUIT, LOSING THEIR WILL TO RESIST,

NONE OF OUR ALLIES COULD ALONE WITHSTAND A MAJOR COMMUNIST
ONSLAUGHT, THE BORDERS OF THE FREE WORLD MIGHT SHRINK CLOSER AND
EVER CLOSER TO THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES, WE WOULD INDEED THEN BE+
"PORTRESS AMERICA," BUT PERHAPS WITH INADEQUATE STRENGTH TO FORTIFY
THAT FORTRESS, WITH THE INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILES AND THE
RAPIDLY ADVANCING TECHNOLOGY OF OUR PRESENT WORLD, NO NATION IS IN
REALITY FURTHER FROM OUR BORDERS THAN IS CUBA, COMMUNIST AGGRESSION
AGAINST AND INFILTRATION INTO ANY SMALL NATION OF THE WORLD SHOULD
NOT BE CONSIDERED ANY LESS A THREAT TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY THAN
\ms'r THOSE IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO OUR mnon./

HAVISG BRIEFLY EXAMINED OUR POLICY OBJECTIVES AND THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE VIET NAM SITUATION, I WOULD LIKE TO REVIEW THE HISTORY OF OUR
INVOLVEMENT IN VIET NAM,

AT THE TIME OF THE GENEVA ACCORDS OF 1954 WHEN VIET NAM WAS
DIVIDED AT THE 17TH PARALIEL INTO TWO ZONES, WASHINGTON OFFICIALS WERE
ALREADY FORESEEING POSSIBLE COMMUNIST AGGRESSION FREM THE NORTH INTO
SOUTH VIET NAM, HO CHI MINH HAVING ESTABLISHED A COMMUNIST REGIME IN
NORTH VIET NAM, THE UNITED STATES, THEREFORE, AGREED TO EXTEND ECON-
OMIC AND MILITARY AID TO SOUTH VIET NAM, IN ADDITION, WE INITIATED
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOUTHEAST ASTIA TREATY ORGANIZATION -- A
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SECURITY ALLIANCE FOR THE MUTUAL AID OF THE SIGNATORIES IN CASE OF
ARMED AGGRESSION AGAINST ANY SINGLE MEMBER, THIS WAS PRIMARILY
ESTABLISHED FOR THE OTHER SMALL NATIONS OF THE AREA, VIET NAM BEING
PROHIBITED BY THE GENEVA ACCORDS OF 1954 FROM JOINING ANY SUCH ALLIANCE,+

FROM 1954 TO 1960, THE UNITED STATES MILITARY PERSONNEL IN SOUTH
VIET NAM AMOUNTED TO A FEW HUNDRED MEN ACTING IN THE CAPACITY OF A
MILITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY GROUP, IT WAS THEN, IN 1960, THAT THE
NGO DINH DIEM GOVERNMENT WAS BESIEGED BOTH BY INTERNAL CONFLICT AND
BY INCREASED ACTIVITY OF THE VIET CONG,+

BY DECEMBER, 1961, DIEM WROTE TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY, "VIET NAM
IS NOT A GREAT POWER AND THE FORCES OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM NOW
ARRAYED AGAINST US ARE MORE THAN WE CAN MEET WITH THE RESOURCES AT HAND,"
THE UNITED STATES RESPONSE TO THIS PLEA FOR HELP WAS TO GREATLY INCREASE
THE LEVEL OF OUR ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH VIET NAM,

WE ARE ALL AWARE OF THE EVENTS OF THE PAST FEW YEARS -~ THE
OVERTHROW OF THE DIEM GOVERNMENT, THE TONKIN GULF INCIDENT, THE AIR
STRIKES NORTH OF THE 17TH PARALLEL -~ THE INCREASING INVOLVEMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES IN ORDER TO REVITALIZE THE SOUTH VET NAM GOVERNMENT
AND MILITARY FORCES AND "TO PUT THE BRAKES ON" THE EVER-INCREASING
MOMENTUM OF VIET CONG STRENGTH AND VICTORIES,

IN ORDER TO THWART THE COMMUNIST GOALS IN SOUTH VIET NAM, WE
HAVE WREN/BASYINE/TYL# DECISIVELY INCREASED OUR MILITARY STRENGTH IN
VIET NAM, AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR THE NUMBER OF AMERICAN MILITARY
MEN IN VIET NAM WAS AROUND 22,000, THE LATEST ESTIMATES OF AMERICAN
MILITARY PERSONNEL THERE REACH 144,784 WITH A CONTEMPLATED INCREASE
TO 225,000 IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THE CASUALTY FIGURES ARE SADDENING,
SINCE JANUARY 1, 1961, NEARLY 1000 AMERICAN BOYS IN AN UNDECLARED WAR

AND UNDER PEACETIME DRAFT CONDITIONS HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES IN FUL-
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FILLMENT OF THE AMERICAN COMMITMENT IN VIET NAM, FOUR THOUSAND,
TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY NINE (4,259) HAVE BEEN WOUNDED, IN THIS YEAR
m,asowmzau.gamvnnmnmmrggggmvzm
WOUNDED,

JUST YESTERDAY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED THAT CASUALTIES
FOR THE PREVIOUS WEEK WERE 70 KILLED AND 239 WOUNDED, A RECORD HIGH,
AND IN FACT THE CASUALTIES IN THIS WEEK EXCEED THOSE OF ANY PREVIOUS
ONE-MONTH PERIOD, JUST 3 DAYS AGO YOU MAY HAVE READ OR HEARD THAT
7 AMERICAN PLANES WERE SHOT DOWN, SOME AS A DIRECT RESULT OF CONTACT
WITH RUSSTIAN MISSILES IN AND AROUND HANOI., THIS WAS THE WAY IT WAS
REPORTED BY ASSOCIAI ED PRESSs "U, S, PLANES BLASTED ANOTHER MISSILE
SITE IN NORTH VIET NAM TODAY, THE SEVENTH RAID ON THE SOVIET-BUILT
AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM IN FOUR DAYS, BUT THE SERIES OF ATTACKS, WHICH
DESTROYED TWO SITES AND DAMAGED FIVE OTHERS, TOOK A TOLL OF FIVE U, 8.
PLANES AND TWO HELICOPTERS, WITH SIX AMERICAN AIRMEN LISTED AS MISSING
IN ENEMY T .''" JUST 3 DAYS AGO RUSSIA DENOUNCED THE UNITED
STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS, AND JUST 4 DAYS AGO WE WERE DENCUNCED
BY RUSSIA AS SHE CELEBRATED THE 48TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOLSHEVIK
REVOLUTION, I MENTION THESE THINGS SO THAT WE MAY REALIZE THAT RUSSIA
IS OUR MORTAL ENEMY IN VIET NAM, EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD
CLOSE THEIR EYES TO THIS FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER, IT WILL BE 32 YEARS
THIS NOVEMBER 17 SINCE THE UNITED STATES OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED THE
COMMUNIST REGIME IN MOSCOW AS THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE,
RECOGNITION OF RUSSIA WAS CERTAINLY CONTROVERSIAL THEN, AND THE CON-
TROVERSY IS STILL VERY MUCH ALIVE, NEEDLESS TO SAY, THERE WERE MANY
REASONS "PRO AND CON" FOR RECOGNIZING RUSSIA AND, AS YOU MIGHT GUESS,
ONE OF THE MOST FORCEFUL ARGUMENTS FOR RECOGNITION WAS THE POSSIBILITY
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OF INCREASED TRADE WITH SOVIET RUSSIA, IN FACT ON JUNE 14, 1933,
MAXIM LITVINOV, SOVIET COMMISSAR FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ADDRESSED
HIMSELF CHIEFLY TO THE UNITED STATES AND DANGLED THE FIGURE OF
$1 BLILION WORTH OF RUSSIAN ORDERS AS BAIT. THERE WERE OTHERS IN
THE ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION WHO BELIEVED THAT BEFORE WE RECOGNIZED
RUSSIA, ALL OUTSTANDING ISSUES BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS SHOULD BE
SETTLED, THESE INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:
(1) MOSCOW MUST SEVER ALL CONNECTIONS WITH COMMUNISTS IN THE
UNITED STATES,
(2) RUSSIAN DEBTS MUST BE SETTLED,
(3) THE LEGAL RIGHIS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN RUSSIA MUST BE
CLEARLY DEFINED AND AGREED UPON,
(4) ASSURANCES MUST BE GIVEN THAT THE RIGHTS OF AMERICANS IN
RUSSIA TO OBSERVE THE RITUALS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE CHURCHES
"WITHOUT ANNOYANCE OR MOLESTATIONS" WOULD BE SCRUPULOUSLY
OBSERVED,

THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY OTHER NEGOTIATIONS, BAl TOP LEADERS OF
BOTH COUNTRIES AND INCLUDED PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS ABETWEEN PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT AND LITVINOV, AND IT SEEMED THAT THEY WERE RESOLVING ALL
DIFFERENCES EXCEPT THE ONE WITH REFERENCE TO UNPAID DEBTS, ON THIS
SCORE, THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF PREPARED A "GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT" FIXING
THE AMOUNT TO BE PAID BY RUSSIA AT "NOT LESS" THAN $75 BILLION IN
PAYMENT OF A DEBT OF $188 MILLION,

WE HAD GIVEN THE SOVIET UNION $10.8 BILLION IN LENDLEASE IN
WORLD WAR II AND NEVER SOUGHT REPAYMENT FOR LEND-LEASE GOODS USED UP
IN THE WAR, BUT THE VALUE OF LEND-LEASE MATERIEL KEPT IN RUSSIA FOR
PEACETIME USE IS ESTIMATED AT MORE THAN $1 BILLION, WE OFFERED TO
SETTLE FOR $800 MIILION, BUT NEGOTIATIONS FELL THROUGH IN THE 50's,
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AND IF THERE HAVE BEEN FURTHER EFFORTS TO SETTLE THIS DEBT SINCE THEN,
THEY HAVE NOT BEEN MADE PUBLIC, MEANWHILE, MOSCOW HELD ONTO 84
MERCHANT SHIPS AND 49 WATERCRAFT WHICH WERE RETURNABLE UNDER LEND-LEASE,
AS WAS STATED BY LOUIS P, LOCHNER IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF THE AMERICAN
LEGION MAGAZINE, "ONE OF THE SADDEST FOOTNOTES TO THIS HISTORY IS THAT
IT WAS ESSENTIALLY BUSINESS PRESSURES IN THE UNITED STATES, LURED BY
THE PROMISE OF BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN EXPORTS TO RUSSIA, WHICH CARRIED
THE DAY IN 1933 OVER ALL THE OBJECTIONS TO THE SOVIET UNION AS AN
INTERNATIONAL OUTLAW, YET OSR EXPORTS TO HER NEVER CAME CLOSE TO THE
AMERICAN PREDICTIONS OR SOVIET HINTS OF 1933, IN ALL 32 YEARS OF OUR
RECOGNITION OF THE USSR, OUR TRADE EXPORTS HAVE COME ONLY TO $1.3 BILLION,'
THE SAME PRESSURES ARE BEING EXERTED TODAY, BUT TODAY AMERICANS
ARE BEING KILIED IN A CONFLICT NOT OF THEIR OWN MAKING AND BY AN
ENEMY DIRECTLY AIDED BY COMMUNIST RUSSIA, THE ISSUE OF TRADE IS A
SENSITIVE ONE, PARTICULARLY SINCE BUSINESSMEN HAVE BEEN CARRYING ON
TRADE = TO SOME LIMITED EXTENT -~ WHILE FARM PRODUCTS HAVE NOT BEEN
SOLD BECAUSE OF CERTAIN SHIPPING RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY THE MARITIME
UNION, WITHOUT QUESTION, THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TRADE WITH ANY
COUNTRY WHO WILL PURCHASE OUR GOODS AND COMMODITIES FOR DOLLARS SHOULD
BE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED, THE UNREALISTIC SHIPPING RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED
UPON FARM PRODUCTS SHOULD BE REMOVED, BUT THEN, IN MY OPINION, WE
SHOULD FACE UP 'TO WHAT I CONSIDER TO BE A REAL ISSUE OF TRADE WITH
ANY COUNTRY == COMMUNIST OR NON-COMMUNIST - WHICH MIGHT BE ENGAGED
IN HELPING THE ENEMY IN VIET NAM, PERHAPS ON VETERANS DAY, AT LEAST
THIS MATTER CAN BE MENTIONED WITHOUT ANYONE ACCUSING THE SPEAKER OR
ANY OTHER VETERAN WHO RAISES THE QUESTION OF ENGAGING IN “FLAG WAVING".
WITHOUT QUESTION, WE LIVE IN A FAST AND COMPLICATED WORLD, AND THE
ISSUE OF TRADE WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES IS PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AT A
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TIME SUCH AS THIS, BUT WHY IS IT THE WHOLE ISSUE CANNOT BE DISCUSSED
IN A CALM AND DISPASSIONATE MANNER,

DOES ANYONE BELIEVE THAT RUSSIA IS OUR FRIEND IN THE VIET NAM
STRUGGLE? DOES ANYONE CLATM THAT RUSSIA IS NOT AIDING THE ENEMY IN
NORTH VIET NAM? DOES ANYONE CLATM THAT RUSSIA DOES NOT HAVE MISSILE
SITES IN VIET NAM OR THAT THEY DO NOT SUPPORT COMMUNIST CUBA? DOES
ANYONE CLAIM THE ULTIMATE RUSSIAN OBJECTIVE "TO BURY US" HAS BEEN
CHANGED? WHAT WILL IT TAKE BEFORE WE RECOGNIZE THE WAR IN VIET NAM
1S A DEADLY SERIOUS CONFLICT, AND HOW MANY KANSANS MUST BE KILLED OR
WOUNDED BEFORE TRADE WITH RUSSIA OR ANY COUNTRY AIDING OUR ENEMY 1S
QUESTIONED? A STATEMENT HAS BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO LENIN THAT WHEN
COMMUNISM HANGS CAPITALISM, THERE WILL BE TWO AMERICANS COMPETING
WITH EACH OTER TO_SELL THE ROPE.

LAST WEEK I SPENT 4 DAYS ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES IN KANSAS VISITING
WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN AN EFFORT TO LEARN JUST WHAT THEY WERE THINKN G
ABOUT AND HOJ/ THEY VIEWED THE STRUGGLE IN VIET NAM, THE YOUNG MEN ARE
CONCERNED -= NOT AFRAID, BUT CONCERNED ~- BECAUSE IF DRAFTED, IT WILL
MEAN AN INTERRUPTION OF THEIR EDUCATION; AND, OF COURSE, WHEN THE
YOUNG MEN ARE CONCERNED, THE YOUNG WOMEN ARE CONGERNED, ALL IN ALL,
1 WAS DEEPLY IMPRESSED WITH THE ATTITUDE OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, AND
WHILE IN CALIFORNIA AND NEW YORK WE READ WITH DISGUST ABOUT ANTI-
AVERICAN AND ANTI~VIET NAM DEMONSTRATIONS, I WOULD GUESS THAT IT WOULD
BE DIFFICULT TO FN D A HANDFUL OF YOUNG KANSAS STUDENTS WHO WOULD ENGAGE
IN ANY SUCH ACTIVITY, THE DRAFT CALLS ARE INCREASING, THE CASUALTY
LIST IS GROWING, AND IF THE WAR CONTINUES EVEN FOR ANOTHER YEAR, IT
1S QUITE LIKELY THAT EVERY AMERICAN FAMILY WILL HAVE BEEN DIRECTLY
OR INDIRECTLY AFFECTED, SO CERTAINLY, TODAY WE CANNOT JUST MEET FOR
AN HOUR ~- PAY OUR RESPECTS TO AMERICAN VETERANS AND THEN GO MERRILY
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ON OUR WAY UNTIL NEXT AT THIS TIME,

SO LONG AS THERE ARE NATIONS WHICH ARE READY TO EMPLOY COERCION
TO ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS, WORLD STABILITY AND, THEREFORE, PEACE CANNOT
BE ACHIEVED EXCLUSIVELY BY MORAL CRUSADING, NO MATTER HOW SINCERE
THE CRUSADERS, THE SOVIET UNION AND COMMUNIST CHINA ARE BOTH GREAT
POWERS AND HAVE SET OUT TOGETHER WITH THEIR VARIOUS SATELLITES AND
ALLIES, TO CHANGE THE WORLD BY COERCION AND REVOLUTION, INCREASINGLY,
THEIR STRATEGIES DIVERGE, 1IN PART, THIS IS DUE TO THEIR DIFFERENT
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC SITUATIONS; IN PART, THEIR NATIONAI, AND IDEOLOGICAL
INTERESTS CONFLICT, HOWEVER, EACH CONTINUES TO EMPLOY FORCE OR THE
THREAT OF FORCE IN SOME DEGREE, IT IS THIS THREAT WHICH MUST BE MET
AND OVERCOME ON A REALISTIC BASIS IF A PEACEFUL WORLD BASED UPON
LAW IS EVER TO MATERIALIZE .+

J. EDGAR HOOVER, IN HIS RECENT BOOK, "A STUDY OF COMMUNISM",
STATED, "IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, IT IS THE DUTY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO
KEEP THE PEOPLE INFORMED, IT IS EQUALLY THE DUTY OF EACH CITIZEN TO
INSURE THAT HE IS INFORMED, IT IS OBVIOUS, OF COURSE, THAT NO REAL
DEFENSE CAN BE MAINTAINED AGAINST COMMUNISM UNLESS OUR GOVERNMENT
CONTINUES TO MOVE POSITIVELY AND FIRMLY TO PROTECT OUR FREEDOMS."

IN OTHER WORDS, WE MUST BE REALISTIC, NOT OVERCOME BY THE
INTENSE PROPAGANDA BARRAGE CONCERNING PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE, WE OWE
IT TO QURSELVES AND FUTURE GENERATIONS, IN ADDITION TO TODAY'S VET-
ERANS, TO MAKE CERTAIN THE DOLLAR SIGN DOES NOT CLOUD OUR THINKING
IN DEALING WITH INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM, AMERICANS WANT, MORE THAN
ANYTHING ELSE, LASTING PEACE, I SUGGEST THIS WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED
AS LONG AS CONCESSIONS ARE MADE ON A UNILATERAL BASIS, BUT ONLY WHEN
RUSSIAN LEADERS ARE WILLING TO DEAL WITH FREE WORLD COUNTRIES AT ARM'S
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LENGTH, 1ET US NEVER FORGET AS WE PAUSE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN
VETERANS, LIVING AND DEAD, THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN RUSSIA'S
GENERAL POLICY OF “BURYING US".
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VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11, 1965
GARDEN CITY, KANSAS
REMARKS OF CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE

K i\\ FACING OUR NATION TODAY IS A CRITICAL SITUATION IN VIET NAM,
THE UNITED STATES HAS ONCE AGAIN BEEN DRAWN INTO A MILITARY CONFLICT |
AND HAS ASSUMED THE ROLE OF GATEKEEPER OF FREEDOM -- NOT BY CHOICE |
SO MUCH AS BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER NATION IN THE WORLD WITH THE
CAPABILITIES TO PERFORM THAT ROLE.?\

WE, VETERANS, HAVE KNOWN THE RAVAGES OF WAR, BUT WE HAVE ALSQ
_KNOWN THAT PARTICULAR MOMENTARY GLORY WHICH NOT ALL MEN HAVE AN OPPOR-

HAS BEEN CONFRONTED-BY THE ENEMY -RISEN-TO-THE OCCASION

/
~__TUNITY TO EXPERIENCE, THAT PERSONAL GLORY WHICH A MAN KNOWS WHEN HE
o f

WITH FULL-PERSONAL COMMITMENT. (THE UNITED STATES NOW HAS A COMMITMENT
' IN VIET NAM, WHICH IT MUST FULFILL AND WILI FULFILL IN ORDER TO PRE-
SERVE ITS DIGNITY AS A NATION.

/1) WHAT IS THIS COMMITMENT, AND WHY ARE WE INVOLVED IN VIET NAM?

OUR POLICY OBJECTIVES WITH REGARD TO SOUTH VIET NAM HAVE BEEN REITER-
ATED MANY TIMES: 1) TO CONTAIN THE EXPANSION OF COMMUNISM WITHIN ITS
PRESENT BORDERS; 2) TO STRENGTHEN THE VIABILITY OF SOUTH VIET NAM
AND TO GUARANTEE ITS RIGHT OF SOVEREIGNTY, FREE FROM EXTERNAL AGGRES-
SION AND INTERFERENCE,

WE ARE FULLY COMMITTED TO THESE STATED POLICY OBJECTIVES BE=-
CAUSE OF THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF SOUTH VIET NAM TO THE UNITED
STATES TODAY. THE QUESTION IS NOT THAT OF THE STRATEGIC LOCATION OF A
SMALL NATION HALFWAY ACROSS THE WORLD -- ALTHOUGH IT IS STRATEGICALLY
LOCATED IN THE SENSE THAT IF IT WERE TO FALL BEHIND THE BAMBOO CURTAIN
(RED CHINESE CONTROL) OR PERHAPS, BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN, LAOS,
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CAMBODIA, AND EVEN THAILAND MIGHT WELL TOPPLE AFTER IT. MORE VITAL
IS THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES COULD NOT AFFORD AN EXTENSION OF
THE COMMUNIST STRANGLEHOLD NOR A GROWING DOUBT OF AMERICAN ABILITY
TO LEAD AND PROTECT THE FREE WORLD, SMALLER, NON-ALIGNED NATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD MIGHT CEASE TO BELIEVE IN AMERICAN ASSURANCES
OF PROTECTION AND THROUGH FEAR AND THE GROWING CONVICTION, AS ONE
NATION FOLLOWED ANOTHER, THAT COMMUNISM IS THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE,
MIGHT FOLLOW SUIT, LOSING THEIR WILL TO RESIST.

NONE OF OUR ALLIES COULD ALONE WITHSTAND A MAJOR COMMUNIST
ONSLAUGHT. THE BORDERS OF THE FREE WORLD MIGHT SHRINK CLOSER AND
EVER CLOSER TO THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES, WE WOULD INDEED THEN BE
"FORTRESS AMERICA," BUT PERHAPS WITH INADEQUATE STRENGTH TO FORTIFY
THAT FORTRESS, WITH THE INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILES AND THE
RAPIDLY ADVANCING TECHNOLOGY OF OUR PRESENT WORLD, NO NATION IS IN
REALITY FURTHER FROM OUR BORDERS THAN IS CUBA, COMMUNIST AGGRESSION
AGAINST AND INFILTRATION INTO ANY SMALL NATION OF THE WORLD SHOULD
NOT BE CONSIDERED ANY LESS A THREAT TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY THAN

2 2

AGAINST THOSE IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO OUR NATION:/}( 5) b N0, 17, (T35
: P _TO OUR NATION s

HAVING BRIEFLY EXAMINED OUR POLICY OBJECTIVES AND THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE VIET NAM SITUATION, I WOULD LIKE TO REVIEW THE HISTORY OF OUR
INVOLVEMENT IN VIET NAM.

AT THE TIME OF THE GENEVA ACCORDS OF 1954 WHEN VIET NAM WAS
DIVIDED AT THE 17TH PARALLEL INTO TWO ZONES, WASHINGTON OFFICIALS WERE
ALREADY FORESEEING POSSIBLE COMMUNIST AGGRESSION FROM THE NORTH INTO
SOUTH VIET NAM, HO CHI MINH HAVING ESTABLISHED A COMMUNIST REGIME IN
NORTH VIET NAM, THE UNITED STATES, THEREFORE, AGREED TO EXTEND ECON-

OMIC AND MILITARY AID TO SOUTH VIET NAM, 1IN ADDITION, WE INITIATED
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOUTHEAST ASTA TREATY ORGANIZATION -- A
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SECURITY ALLIANCE FOR THE MUTUAL AID OF THE SIGNATORIES IN CASE OF
ARMED AGGRESSION AGAINST ANY SINGLE MEMBER, THIS WAS PRIMARILY
ESTABLISHED FOR THE OTHER SMALL NATIONS OF THE AREA, VIET NAM BEING
PROHIBITED BY THE GENEVA ACCORDS OF 1954 FROM JOINING ANY SUCH ALLIANCE.
FROM 1954 TO 1960, THE UNITED STATES MILITARY PERSONNEL IN
SOUTH VIET NAM AMOUNTED TO A FEW HUNDRED MEN ACTING IN THE CAPACITY
OF A MILITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY GROUP., IT WAS THEN, IN 1960, THAT
THE NGO DINH DIEM GOVERNMENT WAS BESIEGED BOTH BY INTERNAL CONFLICT
AND BY INCREASED ACTIVITY OF THE VIET CONG.
BY DECEMBER, 1961, DIEM WROTE TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY. "VIET NAM

IS NOT A GREAT POWER AND THE FORCES OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM NOW
ARRAYED AGAINST US ARE MORE THAN WE CAN MEET WITH THE RESOURCES AT HAND."
THE UNITED STATES RESPONSE TO THIS PLEA FOR HELP WAS TO GREATLY INCREASE
THE LEVEL OF OUR ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH VIET NAM,

~ WE ARE ALL AWARE OF THE EVENTS OF THE PAST FEW YEARS -- THE
OVERTHROW OF THE DIEM GOVERNMENT, THE TONKIN GULF INCIDENT, THE AIR
STRIKES NORTH OF THE 17TH PARALLEL -- THE INCREASING INVOLVEMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES IN ORDER TO REVITALIZE THE SOUTH VIET NAM GOVERNMENT
AND MILITARY FORCES AND "TO PUT THE BRAKES ON" THE EVER-INCREASING
MOMENTUM OF VIET CONG STRENGTH AND VICTORIES.

IN ORDER TO THWART THE COMMUNIST GOALS IN SOUTH VIET NAM, WE

HAVE DECISIVELY INCREASED OUR MILITARY STRENGTH IN VIET NAM, AT
THE BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR THE NUMBER OF AMERICAN MILITARY MEN IN
VIET NAM WAS AROUND 22,000, THE LATEST ESTIMATES OF AMERICAN MILITARY
PERSONNEL THERE REACH 144,784 WITH A CONTEMPLATED INCREASE TO 225,000
IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THE CASUALTY FIGURES ARE SADDENING. SINCE
JANUARY 1, 1961, NEARLY 1000 AMERICAN BOYS IN AN UNDECLARED WAR AND

UNDER PEACETIME DRAFT CONDITIONS HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES IN FUL-
)
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FILLMENT OF THE AMERICAN COMMITMENT IN VIET NAM. FOUR THOUSAND,

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY NINE (4,259) HAVE BEEN WOUNDED. IN THIS YEAR

ALONE , OF OCTOBER 11, 551 HAVE DIED AND NEARLY 2735 HAVE BEEN

ED \ W
AR :}‘3\'&
// JUST YES®SERPAY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED THAT CASUALTIES
FOR THE PREVIOUS WEEK WERE 70 KILLED AND 237 WOUNDED, A RECORD HIGH,

AND IN FACT THE CASUALTIES IN THIS WEEK EXCEED THOSE OF ANY PREVIOUS
(o
ONE-MONTH PERIOD, JUST & DAYS AGO YOU MAY HAVE READ OR HEARD THAT

7 AMERICAN PLANES WERE SHOT DOWN, SOME AS A DIRECT RESULT OF CONTACT

WITH RUSSIAN MISSILES IN AND AROUND HANOI. THIS WAS THE WAY IT WAS
REPORTED BY ASSOCIAT ED PRESS: "U. S. PLANES BLASTED ANOTHER MISSILE

SITE IN NORTH VIET NAM TODAY, THE SEVENTH RAID ON THE SOVIET-BUILT
AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM IN FOUR DAYS., BUT THE SERIES OF ATTACKS, WHICH

DESTROYED TWO SITES AND DAMAGED FIVE OTHERS, TOOK A TOLL OF FIVE U. S,
E-d
PLANES AND TWO HELICOPTERS, WITH SIX AMERICAN ATIRMEN LISTED AS MISSING

|

O
IN ENEMY TERRITORY." JUST & DAYS AGO RUSSTA DENOUNCED THE UNITED

N )
STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS, AND JUST L’ DAYS AGO WE WERE DENOUNCED

BY RUSSIA AS SHE CELEBRATED THE 48TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOLSHEVIK
REVOLUTION, I MENTION THESE THINGS SO THAT WE MAY REALIZE THAT RUSSIA
IS OUR MORTAL ENEMY IN VIET NAM, EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD
CLOSE THEIR EYES TO THIS FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER, IT WILL BE 32 YEARS
THIS NOVEMBER 17 SINCE THE UNITED STATES OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED THE
COMMUNIST REGIME IN MOSCOW AS THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE.
RECOGNITION OF RUSSIA WAS CERTAINLY CONTROVERSIAL THEN, AND THE CON=-
TROVERSY IS STILL VERY MUCH ALIVE.*E?EEDLESS TO SAY, THERE WERE MANY
REASONS "PRO AND CON" FOR RECOGNIZING RUSSIA AND, AS YOU MIGHT GUESS,
+ONE OF THE MOST FORCEFUL ARGUMENTS FOR RECOGNITION WAS THE POSSIBILITY
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OF INCREASED TRADE WITH SOVIET RUSSIA. 1IN FACT ON JUNE 14, 1933,
MAXIM LITVINOV, SOVIET COMMISSAR FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ADDRESSED

HIMSELF CHIEFLY TO THE UNITED STATES AND DANGLED THE FIGURE OF

$1 BILLION WORTH OF RUSSIAN ORDERS AS BAI { THERE WERE OTHERS IN

THE ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION WHO BELIEVED THAT BEFORE WE RECOGNIZED
RUSSTA, ALL OUTSTANDING ISSUES BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS SHOULD BE
SETTLED, THESE INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:
(1) MOSCOW MUST SEVER ALL CONNECTIONS WITH COMMUNISTS IN THE
UNITED STATES.
(2) RUSSIAN DEBTS MUST BE SETTLED.
(3) THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN RUSSIA MUST BE
CLEARLY DEFINED AND AGREED UPON,
(4) ASSURANCES MUST BE GIVEN THAT THE RIGHTS OF AMERICANS IN
RUSSIA TO OBSERVE THE RITUALS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE CHURCHES
"WITHOUT ANNOYANCE OR MOLESTATIONS"™ WOULD BE SCRUPULOUSLY
OBSERVED.,
THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY OTHER NEGOTIATIONS, BY TOP LEADERS OF
BOTH COUNTRIES AND INCLUDED PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT AND LITVINOV, AND IT SEEMED THAT THEY WERE RESOLVING ALL
| DIFFERENCES EXCEPT THE ONE WITH REFERENCE TO UNPAID DEBTS., ON THIS

/

4 SCORE, THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF PREPARED A "GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT" FIXING

| THE AMOUNT TO BE PAID BY RUSSIA AT "NOT LESS" THAN $75 MILLION IN
PAYMENT OF A DEBT OF $188 MILLION,

WE HAD GIVEN THE SOVIET UNION $10.8 BILLION IN LEND-LEASE IN

\WORLD WAR II AND NEVER SOUGHT REPAYMENT FOR LEND-LEASE GOODS USED UP
IIN THE WAR. BUT THE VALUE OF LEND-LEASE MATERIEL KEPT IN RUSSIA FOR

%EACETIME USE IS ESTIMATED AT MORE THAN $1 BILLION. WE OFFERED TO
SETTLE FOR $800 MILLION, BUT NEGOTIATIONS FELL THROUGH IN THE 50's,
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AND IF THERE HAVE BEEN FURTHER EFFORTS TO SETTLE THIS DEBT SINCE THEN,
THEY HAVE NOT BEEN MADE PUBLIC. MEANWHILE, MOSCOW HELD ONTO 84
MERCHANT SHIPS AND 49 WATERCRAFT WHICH WERE RETURNABLE UNDER LEND-LEASE.
AS WAS STATED BY 1OUIS P. LOCHNER IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF THE AMERICAN

LEGION MAGAZINE, /"ONE OF THE SADDEST FOOTNOTES TO THIS HISTORY IS THAT
IT WAS ESSENTIALLY BUSINESS PRESSURES IN THE UNITED STATES, LURED BY
THE PROMISE OF BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN EXPORTS TO RUSSIA, WHICH CARRIED
THE DAY IN 1933 OVER ALL THE OBJECTIONS TO THE SOVIET UNION AS AN
INTERNATIONAL OUTLAW., YET OWR EXPORTS TO HER NEVER CAME CLOSE TO THE
AMERICAN PREDICTIONS OR SOVIET HINTS OF 1933, 1IN ALL 32 YEARS OF OUR

RECOGNITION OF THE USSR, OUR TRADE EXPORTS HAVE CO}E‘M $1.3 BILLION!
. Y )
X THE SAME PRESiUREE BEING EXERTED TODAY, BUT TOBAY RICANS
Oanl U A
ARE BEING KILLED IN A CO ICT NOT OF THEIR OWN MAKING AND BY AN

AN

ENEMY DIRECTLY AIDED BY CO%T RUSSIA, THE ISSUE OF TRADE IS A
N
SENSITIVE ONE, PARTICULARLY SINCE 'I\BUSINES MEN HAVE BEEN CARRYING ON

NS

TRADE -- TO SOME LIMITED EXTENT -~ WHILE FARM PRODUCTS HAVE NOT BEEN
SOLD BECAUSE OF CERTAIN SHIPPING RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY THE MARITIME
| UNION, WITHOUT QUESTION, THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TRADE WITH ANY
. COUNTRY WHO WILL PURCHASE OUR GOODS AND COMMODITIES FOR DOLLARS SHOULD

|BE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED, THE

__/Upor ARM—PRODUCT as D _BE REMOVED, BUT BHEN, IN MY OPINION, WE

| "N T A

_SHeELD ‘\FA E UP TO Lo ISSUE OF TRADE WITH
| ANY COUNTRY =-- COMMUNIST OR NON-COT‘&{EN}ST -- WHICH MIGHT BE ENGAGED
/| IN HELPING THE ENEMY IN VIET NAM, !PERHAPS ON VETERANS DAY, AT LEAST
El THIS MATTER CAN BE MENTIONED WITHOUT ANYONE ACCUSING THE SPEAKER OR
\ ANY OTHER VETERAN WHO RAISES THE QUESTION OF ENGAGING IN "FLAG WAVING".
\WITHUUT QUESTION, WE LIVE IN AVAST AND COMPLICATED WORLD, AND THE
\ISSUE OF TRADE WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES IS PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AT A
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' TIME SUCH AS THIS, BUT WHY IS IT THE WHOLE ISSUE CANNOT BE DISCUSSED

| IN A CéLM AND DISPASSIONATE M?ﬁEEF. fﬂykw““;fw(ih'
DOES ANYONE BELIEVE THATTEUSSIAjféféHgMEFIE?ﬁflﬁ THE VIET NAM
¢ C M AL (AL
HSTHUGGLE? DOES ANYONE CLAIM THAT RUSSIAﬂ5§¥¥”QH%EEf§F,E%F,EH?MY IN
}NORTH VIET NAM? DOES ANYONE CLAIM THAT RUSSIAﬂD@ﬁ? NOT HAVE MISSILE
HSITES IN VIET NAM OR THAT THEY DO NOT SUPPORT COﬁ%ﬁNIST CUBA? DOES

\

| ANYONE CLAIM THE ULTIMATE RUSSTAN;OBJECTIVE "TO BURY US" HAS BEEN

| CHANGED? WHAT WILL IT TAKE BEFORE WE RECOGNIZE THE WAR IN VIET NAM
IS A DEADLY SERIOUS CONFLICT, AND I;?W{MNY KANSANS MUST BE KILLED OR

\ VOUNDED BEFORE TRADE WITH RUSSIA%E)R Mb&%ky AIDING OUR ENEMY IS

—
QUESTIONED? A STATEMENT HAS BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO LENIN THAT WHEN

COMMUNISM HANGS CAPITALISM, THERE WILL BE TWO AMERICANS COMPETING

\\. WITH EACH OTEER TO SELL THE ROPEJ =

LAST WEEK I SPENT 4 DAYS ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES IN KANSAS VISITING
WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN AN EFFORT TO LEARN JUST WHAT THEY WERE THINKN G
ABOUT AND HOV THEY VIEWED THE STRUGGLE IN VIET NAM, THE YOUNG MEN ARE
CONCERNED -- NOT AFRAID, BUT CONCERNED -- BECAUSE IF DRAFTED, IT WILL
MEAN AN INTERRUPTION OF THEIR EDUCATION; AND, OF COURSE, WHEN THE
YOUNG MEN ARE CONCERNED, THE YOUNG WOMEN ARE CONCERNED. ALL IN ALL,
I WAS DEEPLY IMPRESSED WITH THE ATTITUDE OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, AND
WHILE IN CALIFORNIA AND NEW YORK WE READ WITH DISGUST ABOUT ANTI=-
AMERICAN AND ANTI-VIET NAM DEMONSTRATIONS, I WOULD GUESS THAT IT WOULD
BE DIFFICULT TO FN D A HANDFUL OF YOUNG KANSAS STUDENTS WHO WOULD ENGAGE
IN ANY SUCH ACTIVITY. THE DRAFT CALLS ARE INCREASING, THE CASUALTY
LIST IS GROWING, AND IF THE WAR CONTINUES EVEN FOR ANOTHER YEAR, IT
IS QUITE LIKELY THAT EVERY AMERICAN FAMILY WILL HAVE BEEN DIRECTLY
OR INDIRECTLY AFFECTED, SO CERTAINLY, TODAY WE CANNOT JUST MEET FOR
AN HOUR -- PAY OUR RESPECTS TO AMERICAN VETERANS AND THEN GO MERRILY
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ON OUR WAY UNTIL NEXT YEAR AT THIS TIME,

SO LONG AS THERE ARE NATIONS WHICH ARE READY TO EMPLOY COERCION
TO ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS, WORLD STABILITY AND, THEREFORE, PEACE CANNOT
BE ACHIEVED EXCLUSIVELY BY MORAL CRUSADING, NO MATTER HOW SINCERE
THE CRUSADERS, THE SOVIET UNION AND COMMUNIST CHINA ARE BOTH GREAT
POWERS AND HAVE SET OUT TOGETHER WITH THEIR VARIOUS SATELLITES AND
ALLIES, TO CHANGE THE WORLD BY COERCION AND REVOLUTION. INCREASINGLY,
THEIR STRATEGIES DIVERGE, 1IN PART, THIS IS DUE TO THEIR DIFFERENT
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC SITUATIONS; IN PART, THEIR NATIONAL AND IDEOLOGICAL
INTERESTS CONFLICT, HOWEVER, EACH CONTINUES TO EMPLOY FORCE OR THE
THREAT OF FORCE IN SOME DEGREE, IT IS THIS THREAT WHICH MUST BE MET
AND OVERCOME ON A REALISTIC BASIS IF A PEACEFUL WORLD BASED UPON
LAW IS EVER TO MATERIALIZE,

J. EDGAR HOOVER, IN HIS RECENT BOOK, "A STUDY OF COMMUNISM",

STATED, "IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, IT IS THE DUTY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO
KEEP THE PEOPLE INFORMED. IT IS EQUALLY THE DUTY OF EACH CITIZEN TO
INSURE THAT HE IS INFORMED. IT IS OBVIOUS, OF COURSE, THAT NO REAL
DEFENSE CAN BE MAINTAINED AGAINST COMMUNISM UNLESS OUR GOVERNMENT
CONTINUES TO MOVE POSITIVELY AND FIRMLY TO PROTECT OUR FREEDOMS,"

IN OTHER WORDSJ?%E MUST BE REALISTIC, NOT OVERCOME BY THE
INTENSE PROPAGANDA BARﬁLGE CONCERNING PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE., WE OWE
IT TO OURSELVES AND FUTURE GENERATIONS, IN ADDITION TO TODAY'S VET-
ERANS, TO MAKE CERTAIN THE DOLLAR SIGN DOES NOT CLOUD OUR THINKING
IN DEALING WITH INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM. AMERICANS WANT, MORE THAN
ANYTHING ELSE, LASTING PEACE. I SUGGEST THIS WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED
AS LONG AS CONCESSIONS ARE MADE ON A UNILATERAL BASIS, BUT ONLY WHEN

RUSSTAN LEADERS ARE WILLING TO DEAL WITH FREE WORLD COUNTRIES AT ARM?'S
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LENGTH. LET US NEVER FORGET AS WE PAUSE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN
VETERANS, LIVING AND DEAD, THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN RUSSIA'S
GENERAL POLICY OF "BURYING US”\.7

Page 18 of 18
c019_002_031_all_Alb.pdf



	xftDate: c019_002_031_all_A1b.pdf


