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AND RETAINS THE MOST ENDURING FORM OF GOVERNMENT IN THE WORLDu 

THE MOST EMULATED, AND THE ONLY SYSTEM THAT HAS EVER BEEN ABLE 

TO BRING A SIGNIFICANT MEASURE OF OPPORTUNITY, FREEDOM , PROGRESS , 

AND MATERIAL COMFORTS TO THOSE IT GOVERNS 0 

AS I THINK OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL CITIZENS OF OUR LAND , I 

FIND THERE ARE CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS THAT ALL SEEM TO POSSESS 

IN COMMON 0 TAKE A DOZEN OR A SCO~~F;REALLY SUCCESSFUL LIVES 

CHOSEN AT RANDOM AND MAKE THEM A SUBJECT OF EARNEST STUDY AND 

COMPARISONo IN OUTWARD CIRCUMSTANCES AND CONDITIONS OF LIFE 

YOU WILL FIND THEIR LIVES WIDELY AT VARIANCE 0 ONE PERSON HAS 

BEEN A CHILD OF FORTUNE AND ANOTHER HAS HAD THE SEVEREST STRUGGLE 

WITH POVERTY 0 ONE BEARS AN HONORED NAME WITH GENERATIONS OF 

CULTURE AND ACHIEVEMENT BEHIND. ANOTHER IS OF OBSCURE ORIGIN, 

WITH LITTLE HELP FID M FAMILY OR EARLY ENVIRONMENT 0 THEIR 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS HAVE TAKEN VARIED ROADS. YET IN ALL WORTHY 
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LIVES THERE ARE CERTAIN CLEARLY DEFINED COMMON CHARACTERISTICSo 

I THINK ALL THE SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE I HAVE KNOWN OR KNOWN 

OF, HAVE HAD A DEFINITE PURPOSE IN LIFE. THEY HAVE CHOSEN THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO SUCCEED, WHICH IS SECURED THEM BY OUR FREE 

SOCIETY 0 AND THROUGH INDIVIDUAL EFFORT AND DETERMINATION, THEY 

HAVE PROGRESSED TOWARD A CHOSEN GOAL, REGARDLESS OF ENTICEMENTS 

BY THE WAY. 

IT IS NOW UP TO YOU YOUNG PEOPLE TO SERIOUSLY CONSIDER 

YOUR DEFINITE PURPOSE AND GOAL IN LIFE. THE PREPARATION OF 

HIGH SCHOOL -- THE GUIDANCE OF PARENTS, TEACHERS, FRIENDS --

SUSTAINS YOU, A FREE SOCIETY PROFFERING EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND 

FREEDOM OF INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION AND ENTERPRISE AWAITS 0 IT 

IS NOW UP TO YOU TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR A USEFUL AND 

PRODUCTIVE CAREERoc/ IT IS NATURAL THAT YOU ARE PRIVATELY 

WORRIED ABOUT LEAVING THIS SCHOOL AND THE FRIENDS YOU HAVE 

KNOWN 0 IN SPITE OF SELF~CONFIDENCE AND AMBITION, YOU ARE 
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UNCERTAIN OF THE YEARS AHEAD. HOWEVER EACH ONE OF YOU, 

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER HE OR SHE BEGINS TO IDRK FULL-TIME, GOES 

ON TO COLLEGE OR TRADE SCHOOL, BECOMES A HOMEMAKER OR A 

SECRETARY, IS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BEGIN WITH THE IMMEDIATE 

TASKS AT HAND 0 YOU MUST APPLY YOURSELF TO ACCOMPLISH THESE TASKS 

TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY 0 AS EXPERillENCE AND SKILL PREPARE 

YOU FOR GREATER RESPONSIBILITY AND GREATER TASKS, YOU WILL 

DISCOVER NEW CHALLENGES YOU MUST MEET. MUCH OF WHAT YOU 

ACCOMPLISH WILL DEPEND UPON A STRONG CHARACTER. IT WILL 

DEPEND UPON YOUR DETERMINATION TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR TASKS 

HONESTLY AND TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY. IT IS OFTEN SAID 

THAT STRONG CHARACTER IS A BY-PRODUCT OF HARD IDRK WELL DONE. 

IN YOUR DAY BY DAY WORK EXPERIENCE, YOU WILL PROBABLY 

COME IN CONTACT WITH MANY MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY -- YOUR 

EMPLOYERS, CUSTOMERS AND FELLOW IDRKERS 0 BY DEMONSTRATING 
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YOUR WILLINGNESS TO BE DEPENDABLE AND RESPONSIBLE ABOUT YOUR 

DUTIES 0 YOU BEGIN TO ESTABLISH YOURSELF AS INDIVIDUAL WORTHY OF 

RESPECT. J:tl "DUTY AS SEEN BY LINCOLN", • POINTS OUT THE 

IMPORTANCE OF SELF-RESPECT: 

"IF I WERE TO TRY TO READ 0 MUCH LESS ANSWER 0 ALL 

THE ATTACKS MADE ON ME , THIS SHOP MIGHT AS WELL 

BE CLOSED FOR ANY OTHER BUSINESS 0 I DO THE VERY 

BEST I CAN; AND I MEAN TO KEEP DOING SO UNTIL THE 

END 0 IF THE END BRINGS ME OUT ALL RIGHT, WHAT IS 

SAID AGAINST ME WON'T AMOUNT TO ANYTHINGo IF THE 

END BRINGS ME OUT WRONG, TEN ANGELS SWEARING I WAS 

RIGHT WOULD MAKE NO DIFFERENCE. " 

I HOPE THE GRADUATES OF 1~65. WILL NOT FEEL FOR ONE 

-rb"Vv 
MOMENT THAT THEY ARE NOT CAPABL/ e ASSUMING DEFINITE RES_ 

PONSIBILITIES IN THIS TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE WORLD AWAITS YOUo 
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GREAT MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL AGES HAVE BEEN A·~oNG THE YOUNG OF 

THEIR COUNTRIESo 

AT SIXTEEN BACON SKETCHED HIS PHILOSOPHY. 

AT SEVENTEEN WALTER RALEIGH HAD GONE TO FIND NEW WORLDS. 

AT FOURTEEN NAPOLEON WROTE HOME FROM MILITARY SCHOOL TO 

HIS MOTHER8 
11 WITH MY HOMER IN MY POCKET AND MY SWORD AT MY SIDE, 

I WILL FIGHT MY WAY TO THE TOP 0
11 

AT TWENTY-ONE WILLIAM OF ORANGE, THE WASHINGTON OF ENGLAND, 

COMMANDED THE ARMY OF CHARLES V 0 

AT 32 ALEXANDER WEPT FOR OTHER WORLDS TO CONQUER 0 

GEGRGE WASHINGTON WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THE MEMORABLE MISSION 

TO THE FRENCH AT AGE 21 AND FLASHED HIS SWORD AT FORT NECESSITY 

AT 22. 

AT 36 MOZART HAD SUNG HIS SWAN SONG - BUT LEFT A PRICELESS 

HERITAGE OF MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON WAS ELECTED TO THE VIRGINIA HOUSE OF 

BURGESSES AT THE AGE OF 25, BECAME A MEMBER OF THE CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS AT THE AGE OF 32, AND AT AGE 33 WROTE THE DECLARATION 

OF INDEPENDENCEo 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, JEFFERSON'S GREAT RIVAL, WAS DIS-

TINGUISHED AS A SPEAKER AND WRITER AT THE AGE OF SEVENTEEN, 

WAS A LIEUTENANT COLONEL IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY AT TWENTY-ONEo 

HE TOOK HIS SEAT IN CONGRESS AT 25, AND WAS SECRETARY OF THE 

TREASURY AT THE AGE OF 32. 

JAMES MADISON WAS A MEMBER OF THE FIRST CONSTITUTION CONVENTION 

OF VIRGINIA AT THE AGE OF 25. 

PATRICK HENRY BECAME FAMOUS AT THE AGE OF 27 IN MAINTAINING 

THE CAUSE OF THE PEOPLE, AND AT 29 IN THE VIRGINIA HOUSE OF 

BURGESSES MADE A SPEECH IN DEFENSE OF THE RIGHTS OF THE COLONIES 

THAT CAUSED GEORGE III TO TREMBLE ON HIS THRONEo 
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SO - YOUTH CAN BECOME THE MAINSPRING OF THE UNIVERSE. 

MAY I ASK THIS GRADUATING CLASS - WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO 

DO WITH THE PRICELESS TREASURE OF THE FUTURE WHICH IS YOURS 

TODAY? 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT OTHER GENERATIONS HAVE FOUND GUIDANCE 

AND COURAGE FROM GREAT MEN AND WOMEN OF THE PAST - THOSE WHO 

FOUNDED THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION - THOSE WHO DEVISED THE MEANS 

OF ESTABLISHING THESE UNITED STATES. 

BUT YOU WILL ALSO FIND GUIDANCE FROM THOSE WHOSE NAMES MAY 

NOT BE WRITTEN IN BOLD CAPTION IN HISTORY - THOSE WHO HAVE DAY 

BY DAY UPHELD THE MORAL CODE OF OUR SOCIETYo AMONG THIS GROUP 

MOST ASSUREDLY SHOULD BE PLACED HIGH ON THE LIST, YOUR PARENTS, 

YOUR TEACHERS 0 YOUR NEIGHBORS, IN THIS GOOD AND FRIENDLY 

COMMUNITY, YOUR PASTORS, YOUR FRIENDS. 

YOU WILL NEED THE HELP OF ALL THESE IDNDERFUL PEOPLE. YOU 
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BUT IT'S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY, IT'S STILL UP TO YOU, TO SEIZE THE 

OPPORTUNITY 0 TO CHOOSE GOALS USEFUL TO OUR FREE SOCIETY AND TO 

PURSUE THEM WITH ALL YOUR ABILITY AND ENERGYa 

-30-
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