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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS ~.6i.,,. 1/....._ I\ ·'\~ 

KANSAS STATE CONVENTION .r- J_),X.. v" 
DODGE CITYt SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1964 31 

{Congressman Bob Dole) :", 

"TRUE AMERICANISM" 

True -- memories of our wa.r dea.d a.re pa.inful to ma.ny. 

Nor, is it plea.sa.nt to be reminded daily tha.t we a.re a few 

of more than four-million men who still bea.r the sea.rs a.nd 

disabilities of our struggles to keep America free. And 

wha.t a.bout the American soldiers who have been killed or 

wounded in combat in the jungles of Viet Na.m? -- Wha.t 

about their widows, their children? 

Ma.ny Americans a.ppea.r to ta.ke blood-bought freedom 

for gra.nted -- often forgetting those who bore the brunt 

of wa.r -- a. few cynically regard veterans benefits a.s 

welfa.re or relief -- ma.king a mockery of sacrifices, ma.de 

for their country. 

It is fitting therefore tha.t we, as disabled veterans, 

consider exa.ctly wha.t freedom mea.ns -- the freedom for 

which so many ha.ve died, a.nd so many ha.ve given of them-

selves. Let's try to a.na.lyze it for a. moment. 

Freedom ha.s two facets, sepa.ra.te a.nd yet each pa.rt 

of the other, there is external freedom, freedom from 
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"foreign domination. There is internal freedom, freedom 

from poli tica.l domination. These two facets a.re pa.rt of 

a.n inseparable whole. Those who died -- died a.s much for 

one a.s the other. 

There is a. double danger to every war that is fought. 

There is danger that we ma.y never get back those internal 

liberties we have temporarily loaned to the Federal 

government, and, of course, there's danger of defeat of 

becoming a. slave nation ruled by a. foreign power. 

Rationing, price-control, compulsory military service 

its elf, a.11 these a.re liberties lost temporarily during 

wartime. No patriot questions them. They a.re sacrifices 

that must be ma.de if victory is to be won. 

But in every one of these loans there a.re two in-

herent dangers. First~ they accustom the individual to 

Federal control. They accustom the individual to accept 

Federal dicisions. They weaken independent thinking. 

They start the ha.bit of looking to the Federal government 

to solve interna.l problems rather than solving them by 

independent, local or private effort. 

And, second• it takes a. major and determined effort--

concerted effort by the American people -- to force the 
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Federal government to return these liberties a.t wa,r~s end. 

Excuses, dela.ysg procra.stina.tions a.re the inevitable a.fter-

ma.th of victory. Burea.ucra.ts fight bitterly to retain the 

wartime powers granted them, because to give them up means, 

in effect, cutting their own throats. 

Those who died, the disabled a.nd a.11 other veterans 

recognize comfort a.nd security a,re wonderful things to ha.ve, 

but not a.t the price of burea.ucra.tic dictatorship. Because 

in the end• our comforts will disa.ppea.r 11 our security will 

become peonage. 

It ha.s become the custom today to belittle patriotism, 

to deride sincere a.nd pa.ssiona.te love of country. The 

ringing phrase, "Give me l~berty or give me dea.th, 11 ha.s 

been rewritten, it seems to "Give me sta.lema.te or nothing." 

This country wa.sn 1 t born out of a, sta.lema.te. Its existence 

a.s a, na,tion ha.s not resulted from sta.lema.te wa.rs. 11 Un-

condi tiona.l surrender" wa.s our demand a.nd our a.im when we 

raised the mightiest a.rrny in history to fight -- a.nd win 

World Wa,r II. 

Those who died• fought fiercely to win. They died 

praying tha.t their country would be victorious. They 

knew tha.t the a.rms they fought with were second to none; 

the ships a.nd planes tha.t carried them to battle, second 
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to none. The fighting spirit that they showed wa.s second 

to none. "Only the best for those who fight" wa.s our 

na.tiona.l slogan. Our while nation was mobilized for the 

greatest war-effort of a.11 time. We took pride in the 

victory that we achieved. It was a matter for nation-wide 

rejoicing. We were deeply proud of those who fell in battle. 

Toda.y,, it seems men don't"fall in battle." They 

disa.ppea.r in "police a.ct ions." There a.re no casualty lists 

bordered in bla.ck. There is a hush-hush quality a.bout 

every Federal press release that has to do with wa.r, as 

though we were sending out our men to engage in something 

shameful. 

Why? I don't know. But I do know that death does 

not differentiate between men fighting a war that is 

"declared", and therefore 1 called a. war, a.nd those fighting 

in a. so-called "police action. 11 Both deserve the best 

possible training and equipment, both deserve the full 

support of the u. S. Government. There should be, in short, 

no less honor for those who give their lives training a weak 

nation's armies to fight off communist a.gression. They all 

leave behind mothers or widows and children. 
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Now6 it~s only na.tura.l tha.t a.11 of us would like to 

feel tha.t the wa.rs a.re over a.nd pa.id for. But this simply 

doesn't ta.lly with the fa.cts. 

These a.re the facts today: There a.re an estima.ted 

four-million wa.rtime-disa.bled veterans in this country 

plus countless widows a.nd orpha.ns of those who died on the 

ba.ttlefields or a.s the result of service-connected a.ilments. 

These survivors need more tha.n shallow sentimenta.lity. 

The progress a.nd welfa,re of the men who fought so 

va.lia.ntly for our country in time of trouble should be of 

concern to every thinking America.n man a.nd woman today. 

When we remember, we should ba.ck up with a.ction our debt of 

gra.ti tude to those who never ca.me ba.ck a.nd to those who did 

come back ill, ma.imed, crippled. We must remember --to 

provide for those killed or injured in "hot spot" fla.reups 

in the cold wa.r today, such a.s Viet Na.m. 

Those cold-blooded critics who term wa.r vetera.ns a.nd 

wa.r widows of both pa.st wa.rs a.nd present "cold" wa.rs 

a.s welfa.re or relief ca.ses a.re fa.r, fa.r a.stra.y from the 

America.n tradition. The fa.ct is -- vetera.ns benefits a.re 

equally as much a. part of the direct cost of wa.r as the 

1964 
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cost of ma.king bullets, ta.nks, a.irpla.nes a.nd rockets. We 

must remember the terrible cost of wa.r -- including the 

cost in men 1 s lives a.nd disa.bilities a.nd ma.ke certa.in 

theirs wa.s not a. useless sa.crifice. 

We must preserve freedom a.nd to do so requires bold 

a.ction. Those who ta.ke up the ga.ge of ba.ttle will be the 

rea.l frontiersmen of the la.st ha.lf of the twentieth cen-

tury. 

More tha.n 700 yea.rs a.go the grea.t Ita.lia.n poet, Da.nte, 

sa.id: "The hottest pla.ces in hell a.re reserved for those 

who, in a. period of mora.l crisis, ma.intain their neutra.lity." 

At the close of the Constitutiona.l Convention, Benja.min 

Fra.nklin predicted that the Federa.l Union "ca.n only end in 

despotism, a.s other forms ha.ve done before it, when the 

people sha.11 become so corrupt a.s to need despotic government, 

being inca.pa.ble of a.ny other. 11 And when a.sked by a.n anxious 

citizen, "Well, Doctor, wha.t ha.ve you given us, a Republic 

or a. mona.rchy?" Fra.nklin replied, "A Republic -- if you 

ca.n keep it." 

"How long will the Republic endure?" a.sked the la.te 

Da.vid Sta.rr Jorda.n, President of Stanford University. He 

a.nswered his own question: "So long a.s the ideas of its 

founders rema.in domina.nt." 
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Where lies our duty in this crisis? Wha.t is true 

America.nism? - Let me answer tha.t question by rela.ting a. 

true storyo In 1919, after the rmistice of the First 
Ck,~ ~ ~~ 

World War, Awere endless, but one statement is particularly 

impressive and I repeat it now. It reads as follows: 

"America. must win this wa.r. Therefore, I will work; 

I will sa.ve; I will sacrifice; I will endure; I will fight 

cheerfully a.nd do my utmost, as if the issue of the whole 

struggle depended on me a.lone." 

This statement wa.s found on the flyleaf of the diary 

of Ma.rtin Treptow, Iowa. boy killed a.t Chateau-Thierry in 

1918." 

Ar·e you a.nd I willing to dedicate our whole selves 

to an even greater cause, the restoration a.nd preserva.tion 

of our freedoms? 

If so we shall, in my opinion, be pra.cticing "True 

Americanism." 

30 
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