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WAR ON DRUGS MEANS WAR ON CRIME ~-- SO WHERE IS THE CRIME BILL??
EVEN DEMOCRATS ADMIT "TAX RESPONSE" TO PRESIDENT'S PLAN IS A BOMB
DOLE TO LOOK AT BYRD BUDGET-CUTTING PROPOSAL TO FUND DRUG WAR

DOLE FLOOR STATEMENT:

PRESIDENT WINS POLL WAR WITH CRITICS

IT WILL BE A WEEK AGO TONIGHT THAT PRESIDENT BUSH SOUNDED THE
CALL TO ARMS ON AMERICA’S WAR ON DRUGS. IN AN OUTSTANDING OVAL
OFFICE ADDRESS, THE PRESIDENT CALLED FOR NATIONAL UNITY AND
OUTLINED A TOUGH, NO-NONSENSE STRATEGY TO BEAT THE PUSHERS AND
THE THUGS.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE -- JUDGING BY EVERY POLL I HAVE SEEN; AND
THERE HAVE BEEN PLENTY OF THEM -- ARE GIVING THE PRESIDENT SKY
HIGH MARKS FOR HIS ANTI-DRUG OFFENSIVE.

UNFORTUNATELY, SOME OF HIS CRITICS DIDN'T GET THE MESSAGE;
AND DIDN’T QUITE SEE IT AS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DID. THE CRITICS
WERE DUMPING ON THE PRESIDENT'S PLAN. THEY CAME BACK WITH A
LAUNDRY LIST OF NEGATIVISM: A LIST OF WHAT WE CAN'T DO AND WHY WE
CAN'T WIN.

MR. PRESIDENT, THAT’S NOT A WAR ON DRUGS -- THAT IS A
RETREAT.

DEMOCRAT TAX IDEA BOMBS OUT

EVEN WORSE, SOME CRITICS WERE SAYING THE PRESIDENT'S PLAN WAS
DOOMED BECAUSE HE REFUSED TO RAISE TAXES! THAT CONGRESS COULDN'T
CUT ANYTHING IN THE BUDGET, SO THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER SHOULD PAY
FOR THE WAR ON DRUGS WITH NEW TAXES. WELL, WE DON'T NEED A POLL
ON THAT ONE -- THAT IDEA WENT OVER WITH TAXPAYERS LIKE A LEAD
BALLOON.

EVEN DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHAIRMAN RON BROWN ADMITTED THE TAX
OFFENSIVE WAS A BOMB.

AND LATE YESTERDAY, ANOTHER DEMOCRAT -- THE DISTINGUISHED
CHAIRMAN OF THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE -- CALLED FOR ADDITIONAL
FUNDING FOR THE WAR ON DRUGS -- AND NOT WITH MORE TAXES.
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MR. PRESIDENT, SINCE THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED HIS NEW
COMPREHENSIVE DRUG STRATEGY TO THE NATION LAST TUESDAY, THE AIRWAVES,
PRINT MEDIA, AND CERTAINLY THIS CHAMBER AND THE RADIO/TV GALLERY
UPSTAIRS HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH STATEMENTS, PROPOSALS AND DECLARATIONS
OF WAR ON EVERYTHING FROM DRUGS TO BUDGET CUTS AND EVEN THE AMERICAN
TAXPAYER.

SOME HAVE CALLED THE PRESIDENT A CHEAP WARRIOR, OTHERS SAY HE
LACKS COMMITMENT, SOME HAVE EVEN SUGGESTED WE SHOULD DECLARE DEFEAT
AND OPEN THE DOOR TO LEGALIZED, INEXPENSIVE ADDICTING NARCOTICS.

QUITE FRANKLY, I AM CONCERNED THAT THE CONGRESS MAY LOOK MORE
LIKE A TANK FULL OF STARVING PIRANHA BEING FED PRIME KANSAS CITY
STEAK, THAN A RESPONSIBLE BRANCH OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED THAT WE UNITE -- TO FIGHT THIS BATTLE
TOGETHER. AND TO BE SUCCESSFUL, THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT MUST OCCUR.

BYRD AMENDMENT

MR. PRESIDENT, I UNDERSTAND THE DISTINGUISHED CHAIRMAN OF THE
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE HAS DRAFTED AN AMENDMENT TO FUND THE DRUG
STRATEGY WRITTEN BY THE PRESIDENT AND HIS DIRECTOR OF DRUG CONTROL,
BILL BENNETT. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE AMENDMENT WOULD GO ONE
BETTER -- ADDING $2.2 BILLION MORE THAN THE PRESIDENT REQUESTED FOR
HIS UNPRECEDENTED $8 BILLION FEDERAL EFFORT TO FIGHT THE SCOURGE OF
DRUGS .

I KNOW SENATOR BYRD IS COMMITTED TO ELIMINATING DRUGS IN OUR
SOCIETY. I WAS PLEASED TO JOIN HIM IN SPONSORING BOTH THE 1986 AND
THE 1988 DRUG BILLS, THE BACKBONE OF THE DRUG STRATEGY. AND I KNOW
THE SENATOR WANTS TO RESPONSIBLY FUND THE WAR ON DRUGS, AND HE MAY
HAVE THE BEST SOLUTION ON THE FUNDING SIDE OF THE EQUATION.

CRIME BILL

BUT THIS IS ALSO A FIGHT AGAINST CRIME. CRIME COMMITTED BY THE
HIGH ROLLING DRUG TRAFFICKERS AND CRIME COMMITTED BY THE STREET
CORNER DRUG DEALING THUGS WHO TERRORIZE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS. IT'S ALSO
ABOUT THE CRIME COMMITTED BY DRUG USERS, WHETHER IT'S BURGLARY AND
ROBBERY OR EVEN PROSTITUTION TO PAY FOR DRUGS TO CHILD ABUSE OR
ENDANGERING THE LIVES OF OTHERS BY THE ACTIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE UNDER
THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS.

SO THE REPUBLICANS IN THE SENATE AND THE PRESIDENT CONGRATULATE
THE DEMOCRATS FOR COMING TO THE TABLE WITH A PROPOSAL TO FUND THE
PRESIDENT'S STRATEGY ON DRUGS. WE ARE LOOKING AT IT NOW, AND IT
MAYBE SOMETHING WE CAN WORK OUT.

AND THE REPUBLICANS WILL ALSO LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH THE
DEMOCRATS ON COMPLETING THE PACKAGE, BY INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT'S
CRIME BILL IN OUR WAR ON DRUGS AND CRIME.

THE BILL WAS SENT TO THE CONGRESS IN JUNE, AND YET I UNDERSTAND
THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY HASN'T BEEN ABLE TO EVEN HOLD A HEARING ON
IT YET. WHILE ARMED CRIMINALS ARE ROAMING THE STREETS, RANDOMLY
KILLING COMPETITORS, DEBTORS AND EVEN INNOCENT BYSTANDERS, WE HAVE
SAT BACK AND WATCH DUST COLLECT ON THE PRESIDENT'S CRIME BILL. BUT
NOW MAYBE WE HAVE THE INITIATIVE TO GET IT CONSIDERED BY THE SENATE.

PROVISIONS

MR. PRESIDENT, THERE ARE MANY ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS IN THE CRIME
BILL THAT WILL GIVE POLICE, PROSECUTORS, JUDGES AND THE PENAL SYSTEM
THE ADDITIONAL TOOLS AND RESOURCES NEEDED TO APPLY A CHOKE HOLD ON
THE CRIMINALS RUNNING LOSE -- EVEN THOSE RIGHT OUTSIDE THIS BUILDING.

(MORE)

Page 2 of 2
s-press_031_015_045.pdf



	xftDate: s-press_031_015_045.pdf


