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DOLE SHEPHERDS McCONNELL FUNDING THROUGH SENATE
$71.5 MILLION FOR Bl WORK OKAYED
(Washi ngton, DC) --

The U.S. Senate today approve d funding

reques ted by Kansas Senato r Bob Dole to begin major constru ction
work at Wichit a's McConn ell Air Force Base in prepar ation for a
Bl bomber wing.
The vote was 94 to 1 in favor of the $71.5 million McConn ell
funding , which was include d in an $8.6 billion militar y
constru ction approp riation s bill. The House of Repres entativ es
had earlie r passed its own version of the bill. A House- Senate
Confere nce Commit tee will soon meet to reconc ile the two version s
before a final bill can go to the Preside nt for his signatu re.
Kansas Senato r Bob Dole said the funds - once consid ered to
be in jeopard y - would be used to constru ct new or adapt existin g
facilit ies at McConn ell in anticip ation of the arrival of the Bl
fleet there in Decemb er, 1987.
The work will include constru ction of facilit ies for Bl
avionic s mainte nance, commu nication s and operat ions; weapon s
storag e, mainte nance and inspec tion; and roadway and utility
The constru ction is expecte d to genera te hundred s
improv ements .
of new jobs in the Wichit a area, accordi ng to Dole.
"Earlie r this year, there was concern that McConn ell would
not be used by the Air Force as the home base for a new Bl bomber
"My first job, then, was to get the Dept.
wing," said Sen. Dole.
of Defens e on board with their public suppor t for the Bl mission
Once that was accomp lished, we needed to persuad e
at McCon nell.
member s of both the Senate Armed Service s and Approp riation s
Today' s
commit tees that McConn ell was essent ial for the Bl.
."
efforts
these
of
s
succes
the
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action reflec ts
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