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SENATE CONFIRMS ERNEST GARCIA FOR SERGEANT AT ARMS POST
WASHINGTON -- The Senate today confirm ed Ernest E. Garcia to
be the new Sergea nt at Arms. Mr. Garcia has served as the Deputy
Sergea nt at Arms since Feb. 26, 1985. The appoint ment will become
effecti ve on June 3, 1985.
"Ernie Garcia has been, and I know will continu e to be, a
fine public servan t in his new capaci ty as Sergea nt at Arms,"
Senate Majori ty Leader Bob Dole said.
"It's always good to have
anothe r Kansan in the Capito l."
The Sergea nt at Arms is the Senate 's chief law enforce ment
and protoc ol office r. There are approx imately 1600 employ ees
under his jurisd iction . Mr. Garcia will be respon sible for a $75
million budget .
In additio n, the Sergea nt at Arms acts as the Senate
coordi nator for all officia l visits by the Presid ent of the
United States and visitin g foreign dignit aries. He advises the
Majori ty and Minori ty Leader s on all securi ty matter s affecti ng
the U.S. Capito l, the Senate Office Buildi ngs, and the person al
securi ty of the Member s of the Senate . And he is in charge of
all policie s govern ing the securi ty of the Senate .
Prior to his appoint ment on Feb. 26, 1985 as Deputy Sergea nt
at Arms, Mr. Garcia served as Deputy Assista nt Secreta ry of
Defens e at the Pentag on.
In 1981, he was a specia l assista nt to
Presid ent Reagan at the White House.
Garcia was born in Garden City, Kansas in 1946, and holds
residen cy in Wichit a, Kansas . He attende d Wichit a State
Univer sity and the Univer sity of Kansas , where he earned his
underg raduate and two gradua te degree s. Garcia joined the United
States Marine Corps in 1966 and receive d his honora ble dischar ge
in 1972. He curren tly is an office r in the Marine Corps
Reserv es.
Ernie and his wife Ana Maria Graner os have o ne son, Felipe .
Mr . Garcia has held severa l key positio ns on Senato r Dole's
staff, includi ng admini strativ e assista nt in Kansas from
1980-1 981. Accord ing to the Maj or ity Leader , Mr. Garcia is the
first Hispan ic ever to s8 i· ve as Sergea nt at Arms.
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