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COLE URGES IMMEDIATE ACTION TO AID REFLX;EES

WASHINGI'ON, D.C. -- Senator Bob Dole(R.-Kan sas) made the follCNJing staterrent at
a press conference at the Capitol:
"On June 18, the National Coalition for Refugee Resettlerren t held an all-day rreeting
to report to Congress on the refugees in Southeast Asia and in Europe . The rreeting
sought to highlight the situation, to identify the problerrs, and to exchange views. If
it could not add to our already acute awareness of the tragedy that is unfolding before
our eyes, it did, ho~ver, point to the urgency of the problem that is confronting the
world and needs to be addressed by no less urgent rreasures.

"As of September 30 , 1978 , approxirrate ly 144 , 000 Indochinese refugees were in first asylum
countries, while waiting for resettlerren t. The figure is now up to 330,000 in Thailand,
.Malaysia, Indonesia, HOng Kong , SingafX)re and the Philippines . The number is exr:ected to
reach half a million or ITDre by September, 1979 .
"As we know, Thailand has refused to accept any rrore boat people. Malaysia and Indonesia
are follCNJing suit . HCNJ much longer l:::efore Hong Kong, Singapore and the Philippines decide
that they too have reached their saturation point? The problem is expected to be further
aggravated by the anticipated expulsion of about one million ethnic Chinese in Vietnam,
who are considered by the Hanoi governrrent to be a dangerous elerrent of the population because of alleged sympathies with Peking.

"When a building is on fire, one does not call for a rreeting to determine the cause of the
fire . Instead, one calls the fire departrrent for help, and all efforts are deployed to try
and save the people trapped inside the building. While legislation designed to help refugees in the future is in order, the problem before us cannot wait until legislation is passed
and laws are enacted. We must act n0t1. Each rrorrent that goes by rreans ITDre lives lost.
We are dealing not with issues but with human beings , rren, worren and children, who are forced
back on boats , with no place to go and limited supplies of food and medicine aboard . It
was reported that 80,000 Cambodian refugees were forced back across the border with Thailand.
"We are all too familiar with the painful rerrembrance of ships loaded with European Jews
seeking refuge, during the Nazi period and in the aftennath of World War II. I do not
need to remind you of the fate of rrany of these ships, nor of the ultinB.te fate of the people
they carried towards mpe. Instead, m:my found death after being herded from one port to
the other. The tragedy of the unfortunate passengers of these ships is irreversibl e . The
fate of the Indochinese refugees l:::eing shuffled from one shore to the other is not. It is
my hope that we have learned frc:rn the past a lesson that we shall apply to the future.
"Pending legislation that is designed to address the issue on a long-term basis, and in an
atterrpt to deal with the prc:blem imrrediately , I am introducing today , along with Mr . Solarz,
my colleague from New York, a concurrent resolution to express the sense of the Senate to
direct the President to use all influence at his discretion , to persuade the internation al
comnunity to increase its assistance and resettlerren t of refugees by the United States. It
also asks that the Attorney General provide for a substantial increase in the number of
refugees paroled into the United States in conjunction with consultatio n with the appropriate
corrmittees of the Congress. The United States in the past has done ITDre than its share in
this effort, although this does not lessen the need we address nCNJ . All nations must respond
to it.
-.M)RE-

Page 1 of 2
s-press_023_001_025.pdf
s-press_023_001_025_A1b.pdf

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-2-

se in the number of
"I am not unawar e of the p'.)tent ial source s of op:r=osition to an increa
hONever, that an
e,
refugee s we are prepar ed to accept in the near future . I do believ
, and with the
policy
increas e in our assista nce Y-.Duld be in keeping with our hurran rights
condemning the
c:bliga tions created by an intern ationa l tragedy . Let us not be hasty in
refugee s attemp first asylum countr ies for declar ing that they Y-.Duld no longer accept more
Indone sia are
and
d
ting to land on their shores or cross their border s. Malays ia, Thailan
nation s must
already straini ng their resourc es with the refugee s they have nON. Other
in the number
accept the res:rx:i nsibilit y to shift the burden . The United States is third
, Sweden
Canada
lia.
Atistra
and
France
behind
,
of refugee s it has accept ed and resettl ed
accept .
to
g
willin
are
tffiy
s
number
the
in
e
increas
and Israel have already announ ced an
of the economic
The Presid ent is expect ed to addres s this issue in Tokyo today, as part
my hope that the
is
it
,
tion
resolu
summit with the Japane se governm ent. By introdu cing this
discre tion in
his
at
pc:wer
every
Congre ss will go on record urging the Presid ent to use
fare share of
their
accept
to
world
the
order to get our allies and other nation s around
these unfortu nate refuge es.
for the United States
"Hurran decency dictate s that human itarian concer ns transce nd all else
was built upon the
nation
Our
a;m.
and other nation s who will join their efforts with our
They have enriche d
dents.
descen
lal:or of genera tions of refuge es and imnigr ants , and their
its cultur al
d
the economic tapestr y of the United States , as much as they have enriche
heritag e.
of.the United
"By allowin g waves of imnigr ants and refugee s to swell the :r=opul ations
That investn ent,
States , we have tine and again investe d in the future of our countr y.
justice has paid off. Let us not allo.v the
mm of the ethica l princi ples of freedomourandhistory
to dry out. Instead , let it be forspirit of corrpas sion that has pernea ted
and were willing
tified by the exampl e of our forebe arers who found a haven on these shores
Let us not betray
to share it with all those in need. Let us not forget our ONn roots.
our past.
nent to what I
"Before conclu ding, I should like to let it knONn that so dep is my cc:mnit
is my intenti on
consid er a gesture of justice as v.iell as of corrpas sion and duty, that it
n and to my colistratio
Admin
the
to
e
rressag
my
to not miss a single opport unity to bring
tion as well."
legisla
to
ent
arrendrr
an
as
tion
resolu
this
cing
league s in Congre ss, by introdu
-30-

Page 2 of 2
s-press_023_001_025.pdf
s-press_023_001_025_A1b.pdf

