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MEETING A STARTING POINT IN UNDERSTANDING 11 NEW RELIGIONS, 11 DOLE SAYS 

WASHINGTON -- Following are the introductory remarks of Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.) 

at today's informational meeting on 11 new religions:" 

Let me say, as I stated on February 18, 1976, I firmly believe that every member of 
Congress desires and strives to be responsive to the needs and concerns of his or her 
constituents. Oftentimes, however, because of the lack of basic understanding of issues, 
whether simple or complex, we fall short in providing answers to their inquiries. 

It is for this reason that I, alonq with Senator Edward Zorinsky, and Representatives 
Robert Fiaimo, Richard Ottinger, Hamilton Fish, and G. William Whitehurst, have arranged 
this informal meeting on so-called cult gruops in this country. 

Some have misinterpreted our intentions. I want to make it very clear that this proceeding 
is not a Congressional hearing; it is not an investigation; it is not a public speech-making 
forum; it is not a 11 medi a-event"; and above a 11 , it is not a debate between opposing points 
of view. 

This meeting should not be looked uporr to provide soiotiuns and all the a11swers to the many 
concerns and questions regarding this issue. It is instead, our desire that this be a 
starting point for members in their search for a thorough understanding of this very 
sensitive and complex issue. 

Nothing in this meeting should give the slightest comfort to those who would weaken our 
religious freedom. Those liberties remain absolute and inviolable. Indeed, we might all 
ponder the words of Thomas Jefferson, who wrote to his friend John Adams, 11 ! never told my 
own religion, nor scrutinized that of another. I never attempted to make a convert, nor 
wished to change another's creed. I have ever judged of others• religion by their lives. 
for it is from our lives and not from our words, that our religion must be read. 11 

That is the sentiment underlying this meeting. There are to be no judgments made here. 
There are, instead, only questions to ask and understanding to be gained. 

In 1976, I sponsored a similar meeting based on a petition I received signed by over 
14,000 parents from the state of Kansas, which requested an opportunity to have their 
concerns regarding cult groups heard and discussed. In recent years particularly, there 
has been a need for this country to know and understand this very complex issue. While I 
am aware of the sensitivity of this issue, we must not fail to address it. Were we to do 
so, we would be ignoring a sociological development of profound significance for the 
American family and individual. 

THE SO-CALLED CULT PHENOMENON 

We have heard of unfamiliar groups and 11 new religions", all purporting to supply their 
followers with answers to personal problems. Courts are choked with cases involving 
questions of coercion, kidnapping, conservatorships. New words describe strange procedures. 
For some, deprogramming means the salvation of their sons and daughters in these so-called 
"new religious groups"; for others it means flagrant violation of personal freedom. Parents 
claim their children's minds have been "taken over 11

• Accused organizations protest. Civil 
libertarians and major religious groups express concern that protests against these so-
called 11 new religious qroups 11 encroach upon First Amendment freedoms. 
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THE NEED FOR A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 

And, as the number and prominence of so-called 11 new religious groups" rises, so does 
America's need to know and understand this development. There are questions that need 
answers. For instance, do these groups promote the spiritual liberation of true religion 
or the slavery of a psychological trap? In addition to what appears to be a very lucrative 
business, is deprograrnning a synonym for kidnapping and a violation of an individual's 
First Amendment right to freedom of religion? Are we, by granting tax exemptions for 
certain groups, actually subsidizing activities prohibited under our tax laws? What, if 
any, responsibility do representatives of the American people have in addressing this issue? 
Hopefully, today's proceedings will provide us a starting point in understanding and 
formulating answers to these and numerous other questions concerning this issue. 
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