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DOLE SPONSORS ROCK ISLAND RELIEF EFFORT
Washington, D. C. -- Senator Bob Dole announced today that he had sponsored legisla
tion
author izing the Secreta ry of Transp ortatio n to make a loan of $100 million to the
financ iallytroubled Rock Island Railroad.
The bill, introduced late Friday night by Dole and 13 other Midwestern Senato rs,
was the
product of a Thursday meeting at which it was concluded that "no other approach would
be adequate to insure continu ation of the service s now provided by Rock Island , while
avoiding wide-

scale economic disloc ation."

''Although many have been willing to let the Rock Island die and be picked over by
comp ( ting lines," Dole said, "I did not believe that represe nted a very sound and respon
sible solution to the immediate problem. When we start talking about grain elevato rs left
with no rail

service whatsoever, and small communities with 50 percen t unemployment, we have
to react in
terms of an emergency.
11

I 1 m not interes ted in rushing to the aid of bankrupt corpor ations, " he continued,
but
the picture changes somewhat when a vital element of our transp ortatio n system -affecti
ng
more than 550 indust ries and 8,300 workers in Kansas alone -- is at stake. Moreov
er,
by
contra st with the hundreds of million s of dollars in outrig ht subsid ies this Congre
ss has
made to the Penn Central network, a $100 million loan -- with full repaym
ent
provisi
ons -seems entirel y reasonable for a carrie r serving 13 States . 11
11

Dole explained that the Rock Island loan, if approved, would not only establi sh
the railroad's financ ial stabil ity, keep all its trains running, and maintain its curren
t
work
force,
but would also enable it to institu te a comprehensive rehabi litatio n program to
increas
e
its
overall efficie ncy. "That in itself is going to create about 5,000 new jobs -a
great
man.v
of them in Kansas -- and to me that's a worthwhile investm ent."
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