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NEWS..
U.S. Senator
Bob Dole

(R.—Kans.) New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 225-6521

FOR TIMEDIATE RELEASE COUTACT: JANET AIIDERSON
TUESDAY, !IARCH 4, 1975 - :

DOLE CALLS FOR COMGRESSIDIAL SLPPIRT OF E.IERGY COIIPROIIISE

‘fashincton. D.C. -- Senator Bob Dole praised President Ford's williﬁg-
ness to compronise on the oil tariff iséue and urazd Congress to meet him
nalfway. On February 11, Dole First.ﬁrﬁposed a cohpromise that would permit
the Administration's Febfuarj 1st Siiiﬁﬁorﬁ tari%f fncreasa to stand vnile
suspending until [lay 1 authority for the ﬁarch 1st increase the President
planned. Today the Pres{dent.tobk that action.on nis dwn authority in hopes
of reaching a meaninéfui camprgni;e. '

Followina jis a statement héde_by Senator Dole concerning Ford's announce-
ment of his action:

"lr. President, it is the understanding of the junior Senator from Kansas
that the President has made a compromise on the imported oil duty which will
delay increasing the tariff to $2 per barrel until ilay 1. I am pleased to
near that the President is making tais compromise and support his willingness

to seek an accommodation withi Congress in this matter.

Follows Earlier Proposal

"On February 10, 1975, I sungested the need and possibility for a com-
promise on the oil import duty. Thc nature of that compromise, as described
in the Record at that time, was to frecze the imported oil tariff at $1 per
barrel until ifay 1.

“On February 13, amendment #11 to il.R. 1767, which incorporated that
compromise, was laid on the desk and ordered to be printed. For several days,
support vas souont for this compromise amendment. [lo member of the Senate
Finance Committee was willing to lend any support to my compromise proposal.

"On February 17, 1375, the Finance Committeo reported H.R. 1767 to the
Senate. lly supplemental views again spoke of tiie need for compromise and
the need to move promptly toward a comprehensive nrogram to reduce our
dependence on foreiaon oil. Those remarks spoka of the time lost in a con-
frontation between tie President and Congress, of the rihetorical support for
compromise by a number of Senators but with an absence of any specific action,
and of the urgency of finding solutions to our economic and energy problems.

"On February 13, when H.R. 17G7 was passed by tae Senate, there was
again no support for freezing the $1 per barrel tariff until llay 1. The
amendment was withdravn without a roll call vote.

Support in Conaress

“During the dabate on H.R. 1767 on February 19, the senior Senator from
Rhode Island (iir. Pastorz) was adamantly opposad to any compromise on the 01l
import duty, as he 1:as .men the compronise proposal was spoken of on
February 11, as the Record shows. The junior Senator from ..ansas now under-
stands that the senior Senator from Rhode Island is willing to support a
freeze of the $1 per barrel tariff until ay 1. The Senator from Kansas is
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pleased to see the Senator from Riode Island join in the conpr0n1se. In
add1t1on, the junior Senator from Kansas is pleased to note tiat nis colleague
from Delaware (iir. Roth) is now able to support this compromise.

"It is also the understanding of the Jun10r Senator from Kansas that the
ma30r1tj and minority leadersiaip of Conaress is now prepared to accept a com-
promise of freezing the tariff at $1 until ilay 1. It is regrettable this
compromise could not have been agrzed on nearly one month ago when it was first
considered so tnat we could have already spent that time in consideration of a
comprenensive program to reduce our desendence on foreian oil. Hovever, this
new villingness to compromise is qreatly beneficial and hopefully it is a sign
that Congress can now move forvard and work together with the President toward

aciiievina independence in enaray jroduct10n and toward an.end of our dependence
on foreian oil.

“Perhaps the President was correct in waiting until now to offer this com-
promise solutica. - During earlier consideration of H.R. 1767, feelings on both
sides of the a15]g were too polarized to roach a middle qround It only seens
rearettable that we must have a confrontation between.Congress-and the President

and use up the time 1nvo1ved in tlat confrontat1on before we can reach a com-
pronise.

Problem of Confidence

"This Senator believes that tie American people want to see some meaningful
progress toward achieving encrgy independence and a reduction of our dependence
on foreign 0il. The American people would Tike to sce somathing besides the -
great deal of rhetoric that has been stated during the more than 500 days
since the oil embargo.:

"There has been a great deal of testimony in the Senate Finance Committee

and other Commitees that i:dicates we need to move as promptly as possible to
stop the drain of our natiopal wealth goina for 0il1 imports. +le n2ed to stop
the outflow of dollars that means a loss of jobs and loss of real income for
the American people. That tuSt1ﬂOnj als9. indicates we need to reduce the
thrzat to our national security which-any potential oil embargo would hold for
our economy, since more thap;35 percent of our petroleum consumption comes from
imported oil.

"The eneray proposals of tiie President and the tariff order he issued was
an initiative that has stimulated a great deal of action in Congress. The
views of this Senator were exoressed inythe Committee Report on H.R. 1767 that
a comoromise is needed to keen that initiative qo1nq It is my hope the middle
ground of freezina the import tariff at 51 until ! fay 1 will accomplisa that
purpose.

IS also my hope the C01qresa w1]1 acqept tnat n1ddl» ground gther-
vise, it is my concern that the American people will continue to lose con-
fidence in the ability of the1r agvernment to find meaningful solutions to
their econon1c and eneray problems.

"The d1alonue that is and Has been tak1n0 p]ace on energf proposals is
good. As stated before, the Ju11or Senator from Kansas hopes acceptance of
the compromise the President has made will be an indication that w2 can move
forvard together toward a naan1nnfu1 and comprehensive pr09ran to reduce our
depaendence on foreign oil.
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