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. co;nACT: JAi'lET AilDEnSOi~ 

DOLE CALLS FOR CIJ:'lGRESSl ·) ;!f'\l,. St PP'.JRT OF E . :~RGY C~ i 1PR0 : 1ISE 

!Jashington~ D.C. -- Senator i.lob Dole praised President Ford's willing-

ness to compronise on the oil tariff iss~e and ur1ed Congress to meet him 

ha lf\•tay. On February 11 ,. Do 1 e first. riroposed a conpromi se t~1a t v:oul d perrni t 
. ' ' the Ad[i]inistration's February 1st $1 iriport tal'.'iff increas~ to stand wi1ile 

suspending until :tay 1 authority for t ;ie :iarct1 1st increase the President 
- . 

planned. Today the P.r·~sident took that action. on i1is O\'tn authority in hopes 

of reaching ~ meaningful compromise. 

Followina is a statement made py s~nator Dole concerning Ford'~ announce-

m~nt of his action: 
11 !lr. President$ it is the understanding of the junior Senator from Kansas 

that the PresiJent has nade a compromise on the imported oil duty whic~ will 
Je 1 ay increasing the tariff to $2 per barrel until f:lay l. I. am pl eased to 
hear that the President is maki11a t;lis conpromise and support his Hillingness 
to seek. an accommodation witi1 Congress in tl1is matter. 

Follows Earlier Proposal 
·- ' "On February 10, 1975, I suCJgested the need and possibility for a com-

promise on the oil import duty:. · T:lc nature of that compromise, as described 
in t he Record at t:1at tir.ie, was to freeze ti1e imJorted oil tariff at $1 per 
barrel until May 1. · 

"On Fr.?brua.ry 13, .amendment fi ll to iLR. 1767, vr;1ich incorporated t:1at 
compromise, was laid on the desk and ordered to be printed. For several days, 
support was sought for this compromise a~endment. ~o member of the Senate 
Finance Cornr.ii ttee was \Ii 11 i nq to 1 enJ any support to my coi71promi sc proposa 1. 

"On February 17, 1J75, the Finance Comr.littt'0 reported H.R. 1767 to t iie 
Senate. fly sup;Jl ementa l views again spoke of t ile need for compromise and 
t !1e need to move promptly tm1ard a conprehensi v2 :Jroqram to reduce our 
dependence on foreirin oil. Those remarks spoke of the time lost in a con-
frontation betwee11 t ;1e Preside.it and Congress, of the rhetorical support for 
compromise by a nuriber of Se;1a tors but \·Ii th an absence of any specific action, 
and of the urgency of finding solutions to our economic and energy problems. 

11 011 February 19, when H. R. 17C7 \Jas passed by tie Senate, there was 
again no support for freezi.1g t~·1e $1 ;:ier barrel tariff until [lily 1. The 
amendment was withdrawn without a roll call vote. 

Support in Conqress 

;iDuring the debate or. H.R. 1767 on February 19, the senior Senator from 
Rhode Island (i1r. Pastor~~) \:Jas adanantly opposed to any compromise on t;1e oil 
import duty, as !1c 1 ·as ~ ·:1Gn t:1e comproni sc !Jroposa 1 v1as spoken of on 
February 11, as the Record shot is. The junior Senator from .,ansas no\'J under-
stands that the senior Senator from R~ode Island is \Jilling to support a 
fraeze of the $1 per barrel tariff until . :ay 1. The Senator from Kansas is 
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pleased to sec the Senator from R:1ode Island Join in the compromise. In 
addition, th~ junior Senator frvlil Kansas is pleased to note tiat his colleague 
from Del a1;1are ( f 1r. Rot:1) is nm-1 able to support this compromise. 

;' It is also the un Jers -~andi ng of the junior Senator fron Kansas that the 
majority and r:iinority foadcrs :1ip of Co ;1grcss is now prepared to accept a com-
promise of freezing the tariff at $1 until ~ay l. It is regrettabla this 
compromise could not have been a~reed on nearly one Month ago ~ .. 1i181l it Has first 
consiJe:red so tnat VK! could ;1avc already .spent tl.1at tir.ie ·in consi<laration of a 
comprc:1ens i ve program to reduce our de ,xrnJence on forei '.Jn oil. Hov1ever, this 
ne1;: 1 1illingness to cor.ipromise is qreatly beneficial and hopefully it is a sign 
that Congress can now mov2 fon ra rd and work together with the Presidc~t toward 
achieving i ;1dependence in_ en~rgy_ production. and toward an , end of our dep.enclencc 
on foreian oil. -

"Perhaps the Pres i deri.t ~Jas corr~ct in . 1;1a it i 1CJ un ti f nm1 to offer this com-
prorni se soluti.:::1 . . Duri-ng earlier .consideration of H.R. 17::>7, feeJings on both .· 
sides of t~e aisle were too polarized to reach a miJdlc ground. It only seea3 
reClrettabJe that we must have a confr_o,ntation betwe.en ,;Congress.· and the President 
and use up the time involved in that confrontation before l!Je cai1 reac!1 a com-
promise~ ·· _ 

. Problem oLConfidence · 
11 This. Sena.tor . b~lieves tbat t :12 l~merican people \l'Jant' to. see some meani~ngful 

progress tm·JarJ abdev1ng 'encrl)y in.Jependence anJ a reduction of our dependence 
on foreign oil. T:1e American people \'.'Ould like to ·see som2thing beside.s· the · 
great deal of rhetoric that has been stated during the more ~ian GOO days • ,_, · 1 I . s 1 nee t11e _ 01 · emuarqo. :. · 

"There :1as been a great deal of testimony in the Senate Finance Committee 
and other Corrnitees that i :~ dicates we need to move as promptly as possible to 
stop t:le drain o.f. our n~ :t ;i:a.ri.:al .\:ealth goinq f<>r .oil imports .. ·de need to stop 
the outflm1 of dollars that -means .a loss o_fjobs and loss of real .income for 
the Amerj ca'n r~pple . . That tqstimo,n:; a}sv; :indicates \rm need to reduce . th2 
threat to our national .security i·t:1tc_fl. .. any potential o·il embargo \<JOuld i10ld for 
our economy ~ since more thanr.3_5 ;::iercent Qf our .petroleum consumption comes from 
imported oil. 

11 T:1e en~r9y proposals of wc'· · ·Pteside.~t and t lw ·tariff orJer he issued was 
an initiati;ve ,that has., s~tjmul;at;ed_ .a: great de.~ .l of action- in Congress. The 
viev1s .of - ~h.is - .. Se;n;itor were expre.s~ed in~t ~1e Cor.imit~ee . Repo.rt on H.R •. 1767 t:1at 
a comoror.i5e ,is ne.eded to l\eer that initiative going. It is my hope th~ middle 
grounJ of freezing the import tariff at $1 until !lay l will accoriplis,1 that 
purpose. 

• • ~ . I. . 

II It is also my~ bop~ .~he :' ~ongre~:S. wil 1 acqept J};~t ~i ~Jl~ gr-0und. Other-
\r!i se; it. is. my . conc.~rn th~ t .t:1e American peop.~ e will continue to l()se con-
fidence in the ab;i l i ty of the.i .r novernmen,t to. find mean.ingful so 1 uti ons to 
their econonic and ener~y problems. 

.., '. 

11 The. dialogue that )s and has bee.n t·akinq .. place on ,:_energy proposals is .. · 
good. As stated before, the junior; Senator from Kansas hopes acceptance .of 
the compromise the Presi dent · has. ma~e. 1li 11 be an i ndi cation that \II~ can move 
fon:1ard togetl1er toward a meanin0ful and comprehensive program to reduce our 
dep~ndence ~m foreign oi 1. 11 
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