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BOB DOLE

Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kans as) today said Secreta ry of Agricul ture Orville L.
inFreeman "still smarting from my role in exposing the Estes scandal, has now chosen to
ject himself into the First Distric t Congres sional race in Kansas."
"Last week I called Mr. Freeman 's attentio n to newspap er reports that wheat was
Dole
being moved from Kansas and adjoinin g states for storage in West Coast warehou ses,"
said.

"In my letter to the Secretar y, I stated, "It seems to me that wheat should remain

be
in the general area where it was produced , if storage space is availab le, and should
moved only to meet domestic and export needs.'

I further inquired as to the amount of

wheat which would be moved under this relocati on ·program .
"Normal ly, the Secreta ry doesn't respond to officia l inquirie s from me.

He has

been
unanswe red letters from me on various phases of the Billie Sol Estes scandal which have
on his desk for months.
"This time, however, he replied by special messeng er and also apparen tly wired
a copy to my opponen t, Congressman Breeding who is in Kansas compaig ning while Freeman
acts as his "hatche t man" in Washing ton.

Within an hour after Freeman 's letter was received

I bad written again requesti ng the same informa tion.
"In his initial reply, Mr. Freeman deliber ately distorte d the nature of my inquiry
the
and falsely accused me of opposing wheat market developm ent program s and of favoring
'storage of grain rather than moving it to Japan."
"I have always favored the efforts of Wheat Growers and other groups to expand
and promote the marketin g of farm products abroad.

This program was inaugur ated long before

Mr. Freeman became Secreta ry of Agricul ture and I expect it will continue long after he is
out.
"What Kansas farmers cj.:Jject to, is moving wheat from their own bins and from coundemand
try elevato rs to ptace it in storage in other position s except where there is a market
to justify such a movement.

A year ago, I opposed his plan to spend $47 .2 million to move

grain from the Midwest into storage near metropo litan centers.

I objected , also, to the move-

warement of 5.2 million bushels of wheat from the Kansas City area to the Billie Sol Estes
houses in Plainvie w, Texas.

This was outrigh t favoriti sm.

It cost the governm ent hundred s

of thousand s of dollars and I don't wish to see it repeated .
"Mr. Freeman has never yet replied to my letter of May 15, 1962·, to him in which

to move
I asked what was the approxim ate cost of moving this wheat and who issued the orders
it.
"The Secreta ry's obvious distorti on of the facts concerni ng my inquiry concern ing
Ameriwheat shipmen ts and his ill-cons idered politic al attack upon me demonst rates what the
tration.
can farmer is up against under this Adminis
"I intend to do everythi ng I can to protect and advance the best interes t of the
ry
people of Western Kansas despite politic al attacks by Freeman or Breedin g. If the Secretadoes,
be
tly
apparen
and
,
campaign
the
in
ant
particip
of Agricul ture wishes to become an active
senI will be happy to have him, his misguid ed farm program and his proposed fines and jail
fight
will
I
meantime
the
In
Kansas.
of
t
Distric
tences for farmers as issues in the First
votes afmy mm battles and carry out my respons ibilities in Washing ton by being present for
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