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FROM THE OFFICES OF:
Rep. Robert F. Ellsworth (R .. of Kans.)
439 House Office Building
Washingt on Z~, D. C.

Rep. Garner E. Shriver (R. of Kans.)
1222 House Office Building
Washingt on 25, D. C.

Thursday PM, May 17, 1962
FOR IMMEDIA TE RELEAS E
GOP CONGRE SSMEN HIT "40 DAYS OF COVERU P" IN ESTES CASE
The House of Represen tatives was told today that it must take "a
part of the blame for the 40 days of coverup" in the Billie Sol Estes case· because
of its failure to launch a thorough investiga tion of the matter.
Reps. Robert F. Ellsworth (R.. of Kans.) and Garner E. Shriver
(R. of Kans.), participa ting in "Project Uncover ," a series of House speeches on
the Estes case, charged that the Administ ration has "tried to keep the lid on this
mess•• since Estes' arrest on March 28th.
The Kansan noted that Presiden t Kennedy had stated on October 19,
1960, that "an official in the governm ent of the United States must have one
allegianc e, and one allegianc e only- -a complete dedicatio n to the interests of our
National Governm ent."
"Just the shipment of grain from l'<ansas to Estes' storage
11
facilities in Texas has cost the taxpayer s a fortune, Represen tative Ellsworth
said. "This very fact alone makes a shambles of Secretar y Freeman 's statemen t
that the Estes scandal had not cost the taxpayer s one cent."
Citing the Agricultu re Secretar y's appointm ent of Estes to the
Advisory Council after Estes had been fined $48, 000 for violatCotton
National
Departm ent regulatio ns, and Freeman 's "attempt s to coverup a
re
ing Agricultu
much greater scandal than the mink coats and deep freezers of the Truman era,"
Ellsworth charged that "the Secretar y's alibi that Estes had not cost the govern11
ment any money" is the final straw. "Freema n, he declared, "should be fired
out of hand. 11
The Kansas Republic an reiterate d the demand made by other GOP
xrn'!mbers of "Project Uncover" that the House Agricultu re Committ ee instigate
a "complet e investiga tion of this scandal 11 and he introduce d a resolutio n to that
effect. He complete d his remarks by saying that developm ents in this case to
date make obvious at lea st three facts:
l) That the Presiden t, instead of sending telegram s praising the
Secretar y should fire him outright; Z) That the loss of public confidenc e in the
Departme nt of Agricultu re demands a sweeping investiga tion of the Estes case
by this body, and 3) That the Administ ration, up to this point, has given the
impressi on that it will exert every effort to keep the truth in the Estes matter
from the America n people and this impressi on should be dispelled ."
11

Rep. Shriver, who also introduce d a resolutio n empower ing the
of the Estes case
House Agricultu re Committ ee to make a full scale investiga tion
11
tion.
investiga
l
called for a "relentle ss but fair and impartia
Shriver said that he was disturbed by Secretar y Freeman 's failure
to direct immedia te actions against Estes and Departm ent officials until "the spot-light of publicity• • had been focused upon the finacier' s activities by Texas authorities.
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"I concur fully with this statement made by the President,"
I hope that the Congress will fulfill its responsibility in ferretsaid,"and
Shriver
ing out all of the facts in this case. We must be assured of the integrity of all
public servants -- including Members of Congress -- if we are to retain the
confidence of the American people. 11
Kansas has felt the impact of Estes 1 influence upon agriculture
officials in Washington, Shriver said. There is evidence that Kansas grain
storage interests last year lost 5 million bushels of grain.. Texas Attorney
General Will Wilson has discovered receipts for Kansas grain in Estes' files,
Shriver noted.
Shriver concluded by saying, "As a final thought Mr. Speaker,
I note that over 5 million bushels of wheat were moved from Kansas, Missouri,
Colorado and Nebraska to Billie SQl Estes in Texas last yea~. lt might be well
for the Colorado Congressional delegation to introduce a resolution, which I
would support, prohibiting the moving to Texas of that beautiful and spacious
Rocky Mountain National Park -- which is also known as Estes Park."

# # #
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