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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FRIDAY, MAY 4, 1962

PRESS RELEASE FRCM THE OFFICE OF
CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE (R-KANSAS)

IXll.e today releas ed the follow ing statem ent:

"When is Orvill e Freeman going to meet the press?
silent
"The usuall y volub le Secret ary of Agric ulture has been strang ely
since the Billie Sol Estes case hit the headli nes.
press confer ence March 30.

Mr. Freeman had his last

His office report s that he has no press confer ence

schedu led for the immed iate future .
on' s
"Isn't the Depart ment of Agric ulture covere d by the Ad.mini strati
pledge to lift the veil of secrec y from government activi ties?
have a right to know what goes on in such Depart ments as

Do the people

Comm~rce

and Interi or

but not in Agricu lture?
tment' s
"The news blacko ut which Mr. Freeman has imposed upon his own Depar
unprec edente d.
invest igatio n of certai n of its own employees and operat ions is
courts in
The public has been forced to rely upon facts develo ped by state
availa ble upon
Texas and by enterp rising report ers for whate ver inform ation is
emplo yees.
the dealin gs of Billie Sol Estes with U.S. Depart ment of Agric ulture
"cong ress, which appro priate s the funds and writes the legisl ation
on that agenc y's
admin istered by the Depart ment, is also gettin g its inform ation
n persis ts in
operat ions largel y from newsp aper clippi ngs. If Secre tary Freema
keepin g it that way, he at least owes it to the press, the public

and the

Congre ss to hold a press confer ence immed iately. "
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