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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MONDAY, APRIL 30, 1962

FROM THE•OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN BOB DOLE
244 HOUSE OlrNICE BUILDING~
.
WASlr~GTON f(' D.C.

Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kansas) said today that Attorney General Will Wilson of Texas,
a Democrat, who spearheaded the state investigation of the collapsed Billie Sol Estes
business-agriculture empire, would welcome an opportunity to appear before the House
Agriculture Committee or the Subcommittee on Departmental Oversight and Consumer Relations
to present what information he has on this case.
Dole, a member of both Committees, said he had talked by telephone with Mr. Wilson
at his office in Austin, Texas, today.

The Kansas Congressman said he is advising Chair-

man Harold Cooley and Subcommittee Chairman Paul Jones of Wilson's offer to meet with
either or both groups.
"During our conversation," Dole said, "Mr. Wilson emphasized that he had been handicapped in the conduct of the Texas investigation by the fact that he lacked the power to
subpoena witnesses and records from out of state.

He pointed out, for example, that Mr.

Emery Jacobs, who resigned as Deputy Director of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service during the Estes investigation, had been invited to come to Texas to testify but had never put in an appearance."
There was testimony during the Texas hearings that Jacobs and other U.S. Department
of Agriculture Employees had accepted expensive gifts from Estes.
"After talking with Attorney General Wilson," Dole said, "I am more convinced than
ever that only a Congressional investigation will clear the air.

Congress has the power

to subpeona the records and the witnesses required to prove or disprove the many charges
and accusations which have been raised in the Texas hearings and in numerous newspaper
reports dealing with the Estes case.
"What disturbs me is that up to now virtually all of the disclosures of alleged improprieties by USDA officials have come not from the Department itself but from state
courts of Inquiry and from enterprising reporters.

The evidence seems to be overwhelming

that top US:UA officials have been aware of some fa:cets of the Estes case for many months,
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tran sfer of cott on allo tmen ts to Este s. The
espe cial ly the matt er invo lvin g the ille gal
wit h the job of inve stig atin g itse lf. That
Depa rtme nt clea rly shou ld not be entr uste d
prov ides the fund s for USDA's acti viti es and
job belo ngs in the hand s of Cong ress whic h
ates .
writ es the legi slat ion unde r whic h it oper

lutio n (House Reso lutio n 600) for an
"I call agai n for imm ediat e acti on on my reso
e Agr icul ture Committee or the Subcommittee
inve stig atio n of the enti re matt er by the Hous
on Leg islat ive Ove rsig ht.

icul ture Orv ille L. Freeman, aski ng spec i"Two weeks ago I wrot e to Secr etar y of Agr
info rmat ion on Este s' rela tion ship s with USDA
fica lly whe ther his agen cy had any furt her
I aske d Mr. Freeman if it were true , as reemployees whic h had not yet been made pub lic.
to the Dep artm ent's Cott on Adv isory Cou ncil
port ed in the pres s, that Este s was appo inted
ion and was perm itted to rema in as a member
over the obje ctio ns of USDA's pers onne l sect
red char ges. I also aske d if legi slat ion is
unt il afte r his indi ctme nt in Texa s on frau
allo tmen ts as were unde rtak en by Este s.
quir ed to prev ent such tran sfer s of cott on
Freeman.
"To date , I have rece ived no repl y from Mr.
Kennedy, inqu iring as to whe ther the
"I have also writ ten Atto rney Gen eral Rob ert
e
ges of favo ritis m to Este s, even thou gh ther
FBI inve stig atio n of the case cove red char
atio ns of U.S. law. I have not hear d from
migh t be no evid ence of brib ery or othe r viol

Mr. Kennedy eith er.

remove the clou d of susp icio n whic h has
"Onl y a prom pt inve stig atio n by Cong ress can

11
been rais ed over USDA.
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