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FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF THIS GREAT UNION, OUR LIBERTIES 
HAVE BEEN SECURED BY THE COURAGE OF THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
OUR ARMED FORCES. THE SACRIFICES HAVE BEEN BORNE BY THOSE ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD AND BY THEIR FAMILIES THAT STOOD BY THEM THROUGH 

THICK AND THIN. THESE GREAT AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE OFTEN STOOD 
ALONE WAITING FOR THE HOME COMING, OR HAD TO BEAR THE TERRIBLE 
LOSS OF THEIR LOVED ONES. WE ALL OWE A DEBT OF GRATITUDE AND A 
MORAL RESPONSIBILITY TO THIS SPECIAL GROUP OF AMERICANS. NOWHERE 
IS THIS RESPONSIBILITY MORE EVIDENT THAN IN OUR DUTY TO OBTAIN 
THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING OF AMERICANS MISSING-IN-ACTION. 

THE VIGILANCE AND DETERMINATION THAT YOU HAVE SHOWN IS AN 
INSPIRATION TO US ALL. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DEMAND THAT HANOI LEAD 
THE WAY, WITH FULL AND OPEN DISCLOSURE, ACCOUNTING FOR THE OVER 
2300 AMERICANS STILL MISSING. EACH OF YOU HERE TODAY HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO OUR BEST EFFORT. YOUR PRESENCE HERE ONLY REAFFIRMS THE 
DETERMINATION TO GET ANSWERS TO THAT ACCOUNTING. 

WITH THE SWEEPING CHANGES p0VING ACROSS THE WORLD TODAY, WE 
ARE TOLD THAT THERE ARE GREAT

,
GAINS TO BE MADE IN COMPROMISE, 

AND THE FORGETTING OF PAST HOSTILITIES. BUT IT HAS TO BE A TWO 
WAY STREET. WE ARE ASKED TO GIVE, AND FORGIVE AND FORGET. 

WE CAN, AND HISTORY HAS PROVEN TIME AND AGAIN THAT WE ARE THE 
MOST GIVING AND FORGIVING NATION THERE HAS EVER BEEN. BUT THERE 

IS NO REASON WHY WE MUST SACRIFICE OUR IDEALS IN THE PROCESS. 
IF THE NATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN OUR ENEMIES WANT OUR HELP, THEN 
THEY MUST STEP FORWARD IN GOOD FAITH. THE MOST IMPORTANT LESSON 
OF THE POST WORLD WAR TWO ERA HAS BEEN THAT WE MUST STICK 
TOGETHER AND SEND A CLEAR MESSAGE TO OUR RIVALS. THE SAME COURSE 
THAT SECURED THE NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN AFRICA, EUROPE, AND SOUTH,, 
AMERICA, MUST BE THE SAME FOR VIETNAM. WE MUST HANG TOUGH. \ 

WE MUST STICK TOGETHER ON THE ISSUE OF OUR MISSING-IN-ACTION. 
YOUR PRESENCE HERE TODAY IS A CLEAR AND STRONG MESSAGE THAT WE 
WILL HANG TOUGH. WITH THE HELP OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE AND EACH 
OF YOU HERE TODAY, WE REMIND ALL AMERICANS THAT WE WILL NOT 
FORGET THE BRAVE AMERICANS WHO HAVE GIVEN SO MUCH. 
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