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DOLE GAINS VICTORY FOR FARMERS ON NEW GRADING STANDARDS 

Washington, D.C. - - Senator Bob Dole (R-KS) today called the 
'' S . Departme nt of Agriculture ' s (USDA ' s) decision not to 
l~ scount inse ct-damaged wheat stored on the farm under loan prior 
t May l a welcome victory for farmers. USDA's decision followed 
1 letter jointly signed by Senators Dole , David Karnes (R-Neb), 
Oon Ni c kles (R-Okla), David Boren (D-Okla) , Lloyd Bentsen (D- Tex) 
1nd Na ncy Kassebaum (R-Kan) regarding May l regulati o ns on 
3- ad i ng insect-damaged wheat. 

" We ar e pleas ed USDA has agreed with us that b o th farmers and 
elevato r operat o rs should be protected on wheat under loan prior 
to May 1. Farme rs d o n't need discounts of as much as $1 per 
bushel . This will give many farmers one less hassle to worry 
3bout a s harvest g e t s underway," said Dole . 

Dole's letter had urged USDA to protect farm e rs as well as 
Jr ai n e levators fr om the new regulations which lowered the 
cr iteri a for ins e ct-damaged wheat to samples containing less than 
one perce nt. Prio r to the decision , USDA had indicated that only 
0 evators wo uld be protected on grain stored under contract. 

Specifically , Dole ' s letter asked Secretary Lyng to ensure 
t1at producers holding wheat stored on-farm be compensated for 
t1e differe nce between the value of the original grade and the 
"sample grade" resulting from the insect damage r egulations . 

Wheat p ledge d as collateral for 1987 or prior crop years 
j~live r ed to the Commodity Credit Corporation in settlement of an 
outsta nd ing loan or purchase agreement and d e termined t o be 
1nsect- d amaged und e r the new grading standards will receive a 
se tt l ement v a l ue based on standards in effect o n April 30 , 1988. 

" This decision will allow the entire . inventory of 
n sect -d amaged wheat in both commercial and on-farm s t o rage to be 
,rketed into non- human consumption without penalizing either 

produce r s or war e housemen , " concluded Dole. 
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