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SENATOR DOLE'S REPUBLICAN PLJ\TFORN COMl-1ENTS 

THE FOLLO!IHNG IS TI!E TEXT OF SENATOR I30J3 DOLE'S ( R_:KANSAS) COl>1i'1ENTS 
AT THE REPUI3LIC1\N PLl\TFORr-1 DISCUSSION HF.LD I3Y SENA'fOR LO\'JELL \•iEICKER 
{R-CCNNECTICUT) ON JULY 30, 1~84: 

"THF. ECONOMY: t"\UILOJNG ON 1\. STRONG PJ.ATFOP-1-1" 

"'lTl\Ni~ YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY '.:.'0 COH~1EN'l' ON ISSUES TH1\.T CONCERN 
ALL M~EIUCt.~rs. \·ii!J\T THE FEDER AT_, GOVERN~1ENT DOES OR DOES NOT DO HI'!'lt 
RCSPE:C1' TO THE ECCNOHY OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEl\RS WILL IIELP DETEm.UNE 
~·lf!E'I'fii.:R 71IE RECOVERY \'lE ARE NOW ENJOYING Hl\S .Ll\STING OENEFJTS FOR OUR 
CI':'I ZEiJS, OliR CC!JNTRY , AND THE WOf~LD ECONOi·iY . TilE l\r·1EHICAN PEOPLE 
DESERVE TO Ki';m~ 'i:£!1\T WE AS RE~'UDLIC/\NS Pl,OPOf>E '.:.'0 PRESERVE AND BUILD 
ON WEl\T li~S REEN ACHIEVED . 

PAST SUCCESS 

C'lj\J~E r:O i'-!ISTAKE l\£30UT IT, PRESIDENT RE.'\Gl\N 'S REVER::;J\L 01" OUR 
f.~O:·:;c:IC FORTUNES IS A HISTORICAL, RECORD-OP.F.AKitJG 1\Cil!EVEHENT. IN 
1980 t;n:; C!Il\LLENGED TilE VOTERS TO ACCEPT 1\. NE\•l l\PPHOACH TO OREAKHlG 0UT 
OF '.:.'!·!E S'f!,GFLATION DEADLOCK. THEY ACCEPTED 'riTE CH/\LLENGE M·lD THE l1ET 
HAS PAID OFF HANDSOMELY. FROM RISING INFLATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT IN 
1980 ilE W\VE ~·10VED TO DECLINING INFLATION AND RISING EMPLOYMENT IN 
1984. ~·lE l\RE Rl\PIDLY REVERSING THE '• ~RND TO~HD DISINVESTHENT IN THE 
U.S., THE DOLLAR IS STRONG, AND THE \·JORLD MARVELS AT OUR l\THLI'i'Y TO 
RISE FR0!\1 THE DEPTHS OF' RECESSION AND CREATE NE'tl .. JODS AT RECORD Pl,TES. 

CHALLEN3!:: 7\HE.l\D 

BUT \"lE FACE A NE\tl CHALLENGE THIS YEAR, AND ~iP. HUS'f OFFER THE 
1\.:.~F.RICl\N PEOPLE NE\'i OPPORTUNITIES IN THE YEJ\.RS i\CIEl\D. \'IE vll\NT A 
NA'i'ION T~!AT OFFERS MORE AND P.ETTER OPPORTUNITIES '1'0 ~VORK, TO CRE1\TE, 
TO RAISE l\ FNHLY, TO LEARN, l\ND TO GROW. NE ~'ll\NT TIICSE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO BE AVl\ILl\.OLE EQUALLY TO ALL At-1ERICANS, 'l'O ALL RACES, RELIGIONS, AND 
WALKS OF LIFE, TO MEN AND WOMEN ALIKE. 7\ND WE EXPECT SUCH 
OPPORTUNITIES TO FLOURISH BEST \'>/HEN GOVERNHEtJT INTEI~FERES LEl,ST, 
FOSTERING ECONOMIC STl\IliLI'l'Y AND GIVING FUT.L RCICN '!'0 THE CREATIVE 
ENERGIES OF 7\.LL l\r1ERICANS • 

THEREFORE OUR FIRST AND FOREr·lOST OOLIG/\TION IS TO SUSTAIN OUR 
ECONOlliC PROGHESS nY ACTING S\'liFTLY TO REDUCE TlJE FEDER!\L RED HlK TH.l\T 
THRE.'\'l'ENS OUR FUTURE . THERE IS REALLY NO DISAGRED-1EN'J' 1\00UT TIJ.I\T: 
THE O~U.Y QUESTION IS HOW TO GO ABOUT IT--1\ND \'IllY SHOULD VOTERS ~RUST 
REPUBLICANS TO DO 'i'HE JOB Rl\'l'IIER TJIAN OUR "NE\~LY REALISTIC" DENOCR/'.'I'IC 
COLLl':T\GTJES . 

RESTRAINT ON SPRNDING GR0WTH 

I 13ELIEVE THE l\NS\'JER IS SINPLE. \'JE Hl\VE TO TACKLE EVERY ASPECT OF 
THE BUDGET IF \vE \tll\NT TO REDUCE THE DEFICIT. THERE ARE COUNTLESS 
OPTIONS TO CONSIDER . FOR INSTANCE, l\ FREEZE ON FEDERAL SPENDING FOR 
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0:-JE YEl~R, ALLOWING FOR 5 PERCENT REAL GROWTH IN DEFENSE, COULD SAVE 
I~BOU'I' $150 BILLION OVER THREE YEARS. AND THAT IS JUST ONE OPTION. 
SPENDH~G MUST REMAIN OUR FIRST LINE OF ATTACK. WHILE REVENUES AT 
ABOUT 19 PERCENT OF GNP ARE IN LINE WITH RECENT HISTORY, SPENDING AS A 
PERCENTAGE OF GNP IS NOT: IT REMAINS AT 24-25 PERCENT, HUCH TOO HIGH 
FOR PEACETIME . 

THIS JOB CAN BE DONE. WALTER MONDALE CLAIMS TO HAVE DISCOVERED A 
"1\E\v F~r:.~,LISN"-;--i3UT PRESIDENT REAGAN AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAVE 
DE~·!ONSTR;TED THE OLD REALISH--COHMON SENSE--FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS. 
I::: '.:'Hi: FINANCE CO!'-!MITTEE ALONE, \vE HAVE CUT ABOUT $96.3 BILLION FROM 
f')C:Dr::G PROGRAHS IN OUR JURISDICTION OVER THE PERIOD 1982 TO 1986 . 
~'HERC IS NO REASON \'lHY ANY PROGRAM OR POLICY SHOULD BE REGARDED AS SO 
SACROS!-.NCT THAT IT IS FREE FRm1 SCRUTINY. 

TAX FA! RNESS 

?0 THE EXTENT WE FALL SHORT ON THE SPENDING SIDE, WE WILL HAVE TO 
LOOK AT REVENUES. BUT WE WILL DO SO IN A FAIR, H1AGINATIVB', AND 
CP.EATIVE viAY. \"lALTER MONDALE WANTS TO TURN BACK THE CLOCK TO THE DAYS 
\·:m:!J EPJ\CKET CREEP RAISED REVENUES BY SLEIGHT-OF-HAND. THAT VIOLATES 
fU~:OAtlE~JTAL FA! &.'lESS TO LO\v AND MODERATE INCm1E TAXPAYERS, AND \•IE WILL 
NOT P.ENEGE ON TAX INDEXING, OUR NUMBER ONE TAX REFORt-1. NOR \'TILL HE 
F:"'.LL BACK ON SURCHARGES AND RATE INCREASES THAT PENALIZE \vORK EFFORT 
1,::0 CREATE PRESSURE FOR NEW LOOPHOLES. 

IF \vE NEED NE\v REVENUES, WE WILL GIVE THE TAX LA\vS A FRESH LOOK: 
F.rFORHING, SINPLIFYING \.VHERE WE CAN, CUTTING OUT OBSOLETE INCENTIVES 
A:.: o SPECIAL PRIVILEGES. \'lHILE IT BAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO OVERHAUL THE 
Et·~·nr:E TAX CODE NEXT YEAR--THAT IS A HUGE UNDERTAKING--WE REPUBLICANS 
S!!OUJ.D BE COMHITTED TO ENTERTAINING ONLY THOSE TAX CHANGES THAT NAKE 
TEE SYSTEH MORE EFFICIENT, MORE FAIR, f,ND MORE EFFECTIVE, CONSISTEN'l' 
\li';'ii A LONG-TERM STRATEGY FOR TAX REFORM. 

LET THE DENOCRATS MOVE BACKWARD IF THEY WILL. ON TAX POLICY WE 
I!.~\·:~ FORGED AHEAD UNDER PRESIDENT REAGAN, AND THAT IS WHAT HE t-'IUST 
CO~,'l'IKUE TO DO TO RESTORE AMERICAN CONFIDENCE IN THE BASIC EQUITY OF 
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