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Sen~ Robert Dole (R-KS), Co-Chairman of the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe which monitors compliance with 
the 1975 Helsinki Final Act, appeared at a joint press conference 
with the U.S. based Conmittee in Support of Solidarity and the 
AFL-CIO on the first anniversary of Polish martial law. Sen. 
Dole said that 11martial law has been institutionalized now in 
everyday Polish life and civil law under another name. 11 The full 
text of his remarks follows: 

CX\1 THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF POLl SH lViARTIAL LAW 

CX'IIE YEAR AGO, CX\1 DECEMBER 13, 1981, WAR WAS DECLARED Q'J THE 
POLl SH PEOPLE. THE POLISH GENERALS FLOOTED SOLEMN COviVll ThlENTS OF 
THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT TO RESPECT HltVlAN RIGHTS AND FUNDA.'vlENTAL 
FREEL0\1S BY DECLARING MARTIAL LAW AND SUSPENDING THE POLISH TRADE 
UNION, SOLIDARITY. A SOVIET GENERAL, MARSHALL KULIKOV, \\AS IN 
WARSAW THAT DAY TO OVERSEE THE OPERATICX'II, SPURNING HELSIN<I 
PRQ~ISES TO RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF SOVEREIGN STATES, INCLuDING 
THOSE OF THE WARSAW PACT ALLIES OF THE SOVIET UNIQ'J. 

AND t-¥::NI THE POLl SH GENERALS TELL THE \r.GRLD THAT lW\RTIAL LAW 
IS (ALNDST) OVER. I SUSPECT, HOWEVER, THAT FAR FRO~ BEIKG OVER, 
MARTIAL LAW HAS BEEN MADE PART OF EVERYDAY POLISH LIFE ~~OF 
POLISH CIVIL LAW. 

WHAT HAS MARTIAL LAW MEANT TO THE POLISH PEOPLE? 
PROBABLY BEST K!'O;VN IS THE FREEZE EFFECT THIS WAR HAS HAD Q\1 
POLISH CIVIL LIBERTIES, IN BLATANT VIOLATICX\1 OF HELSINKI Huv~~ 
RIGHTS PLEDGES: 

SUSPENS ICX\1 CR RESTRICT Ia-J OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSQ\IAL Il\iVllJNI TY; 

VIOLATION OF THE INVIOLABILilY OF PLACES OF RESIDENCE; 

MAJOR RESTRICTICl'JS Cl'J FREEIXl\li OF CORRESPQ\IDENCE; 

DENIAL OF THE RIGHT TO FREEIXM OF SPEECl-l, PRESS AND ASSEiviBLY; 

SIXTY PERCENT OF POLISH INDUSTRY HAS BEEN PUT UNDER DIRECT 

.. 

MILITARY ca-TfROL, AND GEN. JARUSELSKI 1 S M.1\IOUNCI:AtiENT LAST NIGHT 
i'viADE IT CLEAR THE lViiLITARY WCULD REJ.W\IN IN Cl-IARGE OF THE ECQ'\U\liC 
SECTCR. 

ACCORDING TO I NFORMAT I Q\i IN THE NEW HEL S INK I CQ\M I S S I Q~ 
IMP LEiviENT AT I 0-.J REPffi T, I S SUED LAST FRIDAY Q'J Hl.l\iAN RIGHTS DAY, 
UNDER THE MILITARY REGIME AT LEAST 30,000 POLES hAVE BEEN ARRESTED 
AND/ffi SENTENCED TO TERMS RANGII\"G FRQ'vl SEVERAL iv.ONTHS TO TEN 
YEARS. AN01HER 100,000 POLISH CITIZENS 'WERE DETAINED Al"\D/OR FINED 
Fffi VIOLATIQ\IS OF IVAATIAL LAW. 

THE POLISH MILITARY HAS APPLIED MASSIVE FORCE AGAINST 
PEACEFUL PROTESTffiS THROLGH THE SPECIAL RIOT POLICE (ZaviO). I~ 

JARUSELSKI 1 S BATTLE AGAINST PEACEFUL STREET DEt'vlQ\ISTRAT IQ~S -- WITH 
ZOvO TANKS, CLUBS, TEAR GAS, kUBBER BULLETS AND WATER CAi'\.t"'\O:~S 

HUNDREDS OF POLES HAVE BEEN INJURED AI\JD AT LEAST TWEt\iTY-FOLR 
PEOPLE HAVE D I ED -- MURDERED BY THEIR OWN GOVERl't\1\ENT. 
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AND WHAT OOES 11iE "LIFTING" 00. SUSPENDING OF MARTIAL LAW 
ACTUALLY MEAN? A CAREFUL EXAMINATIQ\1 OF RECENTLY ENACTED LAWS IN 
POLAND SI-DWS THAT l'v\A.RTIAL LAW, IN EFFECT, HAS BEEN 
INSTITUTIONALIZED. 

-- IN OCTOBER, THE POLISH PARLIN~ PASSED A NEW TRADE UNIQ\1 LAW 
WHICH f\OT Q\ILY OUTLAWS SOLIDARITY, BUT EXCLUDES TRADE UNIQ'\IS FRQ'vi 
WAGE NEGOTIATIQ\IS. THIS NEW LAW OOES NOT EVEN DEFINE WHAT CQ\ISTI
TUTES A TRADE UN I Q'\J, WHILE IT G I VES COURTS THE RIGHT TO OUTLAW ANY 
TRADE UNIQ'\1 AT AN'( TIME. IN FACT, THE PROVISICNS OF THIS LAW 
PARALLELS ALL THE l'v~TIAL LAW PROVISIQ~S WHICH NULLIFIED SOLI
DARITY GAINS, AND IN EFFECT PERPETUATES MARTIAL LAW UNDER Af\OTHER 
NMlE. 

-- THE NEW CENSOO.SHIP LAW, PASSED IN SEPTEt"VlBER, GIVES THE STATE 
CRWELLIAN roVER TO CENSeR ANY WIATERIALS DEEMED "THREATENING TO THE 
PUBLIC AND POLITICAL CRDER OF THE POLISH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC." ANY 
VESTIGES OF THE RIGHT TO A FREE PRESS HAVE BEEN WIPED AWAY BY THIS 
LAW. 

-- A NEW LAW ON PUBLIC ORDER IN UNIVERSITIES PROHIBITS FREEDO~ OF 
ASSEiViBLY AND EXPRESS ION AND OUTLAWS INDEPENDENT STUDENT ORGANIZA-
TIQ~S. RUSSIAN AND ffiVM.JNIST IDEOL<XiY ARE REINSTITUTED AS OBLIGA-
TORY COURSES. 

-- THE PARASITISM LAW, PASSED IN OCTOBER, OBLIGES ANY l.J't'-iEMPLOYED 
POLISH WORKER TO ACCEPT ANY JOB OFFERED TO HIM, REGARDLESS OF 
HEALTH, FAMILY, LOCATia.J, OR PREVIOUS ElvlPLOYNIENT. ANY WCRKER WHO 
REFUSES TO ACCEPT SlU-I JOBS CAN BE SHIT AWAY FOR fviiLITARY 
TRAINING OR SERVICE. 

-- THE EMERGENCY POWERS BILL, WHICH IS EXPECTED TO BE PASSED SOON, 
CLOSES THE LOOPHOLES IN POLISH CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES. 
A:vll'\IG ITS OiliER REPRESS I VE PROV I S I Q~S , TH I S ACT PERMITS THE 
11\DEFINITE IN'TERI\l""VlENT OF ANY POLISH CITIZEN \'VHO IS SUSPECTED OF 
VIOLATING "PUBLIC ORDER." 

IN CLOSING, I URGE THE POLISH GOVERNMENT TO HEED THE VOICE OF 
SOLIDARITY, WriiCH IS A VOICE FCR PEACEFUL REFa<lvi, AND TO 1-iQ'\JCR THE 
POLISH CQ\-MITiViENTS UNDER THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. WHEN THE PEOPLE 
00 f\OT LIKE THE GOVERi'lvlENT THEY HAVE, THE GOVERl~viENT CANi\OT HOPE . 
TO ELECT A NEW PEOPLE, UNLESS l'v~SSIVE fu~ RELENTLESS REPRESSIQ'\1 IS 
USED. GENERAL JARUSELSKI MAY CALL HIS NEW REGIME BY AI'.JOTHER NAlViE 
T.l-iAN MARTIAL LAW, BUT IF IT LOOKS THE SAVIE, Ai~D SOUNDS THE SAME, 
AND HAS THE SANE EFFECTS, IT WILL NEVER SERVE AS A BASIS FOR 
RAPPROCHE.t\tiENT BETWEEN THE GOVERi\Jlv'iENT AND THE PEOPLE. 




