-

The Contihding'Soviet Occupation of Afghanistan

Remarks by Senator Rohert Dole in the
Senate of the United states

Mr. President, on Sunday, March 21, all across the United
States, Americans will be observing "Afghanistan Day" as a way
of honorlng the reSLStance of the Afghan people to intolerable
aggression. IS : .

'As Co-Chalrman of the Commission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe, which monitors and encourages GOmpllance with the 1975
Helsinki Accords, I must ‘emphasize that the invasion: and continued
occupation of Afghanlstan is a blatant violation of all ten of the
Principles guldlng relations between states which 31gned the
Helsinki Final Act. Most blatantly violated are principles dealing
with respect for soverexgn equality, refraining from the- threat
or use of force, the inviolability of frontlers, the territorial
1ntegr;ty of states, hon~intervention in internal affairs and the
equal rights and selﬁ determination of peoples. The Soviet
invasion and occupation of a formerly independent and non-aligned
state has seyerely damaged the international climate, has done
great harm to Eaﬁt—WéSt relations and has seyerely reduced the
" leyel of trust and secuixty among all states.

Repeated efforts by the Soviet Union and others to Jjustify
this invasion and continued occupation--which has gent one-fifth
of the‘entlre'natiqn'into exile~~have been rejected by virtually
all. ob;ectlve pbservers. No one can seriously believe that a
small, neutral, nonﬂallgned country in any way threatened the
‘securxt of the Soviet Union, The fictitious Soviet claim that
its forces were - ;nvlted into Afghanistan by the Afghan government
pursuant to the Sov1et-afghan Treaty of 1978 was ironically’
ighted by the munrder of the Afghan Chief of State shortly.thereafter.

THIRD-WORLD_JOINS-IN CONDEMNATION OF USSR

Efforts to defend the Soviet invasion and occupation are as
hollow- and unconyincing today as they were in January and November,
1980 and Noyember, 1981 when the United Nations General Assembly
approyed three resolut;ons calllng for the immediate withdrawal
of foreign -~ that is to say, Soyiet —- troops from Afghanistan,
‘the restoratxon of Afghanistan's non~aligned status and respect for
Afghanistan's right to self-determination.

Widespread and spontaneous resistance by the Afghan people
continues, yividly demonstrating the hatred and defiance which
the Soviet occupation and the Babrak Karmal regime have evoked.
Mass defections from the Afghan Army, the persistent inability
of the Babrak regime to develop viable political support and the
cqntlnued act1v1ty of Mus freedom fighter units, leave the

unmistakable- impression of the disintegration of polltlcal and
social stabll;ty‘

GAS WARFARE ON CIVILIANS

ing to counter this instability, the ngle? OCCu?atlon
forcegtﬁzggtregorted ‘to increasing violence. Tactilcs %ncludlng the.
bombing of villages, the destruction of crops, and helicopter gunship
attacks on innocent civilians have been used from the start of the
invasion and are well-documented. There are recent reports that
such tactics have escalated and there is increasing evidence of
other forms of warfare being used -- forms of warfare banned for

years-by international law.

new ex anded ‘Soviet pollcy of repression has caused’
widesggzzd mlserg among the Afghan people. Villages and mountain
yalleys have been denuded of .their populatlons. Whole villages have
been reduced tO rubble and their populatlons subjected to reprisals
for allegedly aldlng or harborlng Freedom Flghter unlts.



The world -has been -shocked by.reports of the use of chemical
and biological warfare in Afghanlstan. On March 8, the United
States announced that it had firm evidence that at least 3,000
people in Afghanistan.had been killed by poison gas and other o
chemical weapons in 47 separate incidents between the summer of
1979 and the summer of ‘1981, The possession 'and use of toxins is .
a violation of both the 1925 Geneva Protocol and the 1972 Blologlcal 3
Weapons Conventlon as well as ‘the rules . of customary international
law of armed conflict =~ and the Soviet. occupation of Afghanistan
can be charactexized as nothzng hut armed conflact. .

From the Aﬁghan Freedom Flghters themselves comes eyidence
that weaponry mtilized by Soviet occupation forces has been
devastatlng.‘ "Reports of the use of lmmobillzlng gas bombs, -
incendiary bombs and camouflaged bombs in the form of toys and
pens- are- prolmﬁeratxng, These Weapons are being employed by the
Soviet Union in dixect contravention of agreed proyisions of a
confent;on noy- awaiting xatlflcatlon! which prohibits the use of
land mlnes,‘bogby traps and incendiary bombs against civilians.
Reliable reports have been received of the use of a variety of

-gas bombs and nagalm—llke substances which have caused continual

Crylng, hausea, | emporary paralyszs, loss of consciousness gnd
death,

In the more thﬁt two years since the invasion, the Soviet
Union has not taken even the first step towards d;sengagem&nt and,
in fact, has. ;ncreased its presence and.the level of violence it
has employed in total d;sregard for its obligations undex inter-
national law ﬁnd the Helsinki Final Act. Thousands of political
prlsoners haye appaxently died while in the custody of the Babrak
regime and many thousands more have simply "disappeared”. Torture

-and arbgtrqry arrests and 1mprlsonment continue unabated, while

.

about three million Afghans, nearly onenfifth of the pre—lnva51on
populat;on, haye fled the country:.

The United States continues to favor a political settlement
which would lead to restoration of a genuinely independent,.
neutral non-aligned Afghanistan with a government acceptable and
responsible to its people. I emphasize that this can only be .
accomplished by putting an end .to the massive violence and terrorism
no being employed against .the Afghan people and by the prompt and
total withdrawal of all Soviet troops. Otherwise, the Soviet
Government makes a mockery of its international obligations and,
indeed, of the Helsinki process itself.

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues and fellow citizens to
remember the brave resistance of the Afghan people, whose struggle
against their Russian invaders is now well into the third year. .
This ‘Sunday-‘has been set aside as a day to mark and honor their
struggle by President Reagan and the Congress, and is being observed
by other nations all over the world. Let the day serve as a re-
minder to those who cherish liberty of its fragility, and as a
warning to those who have tried to crush it.





