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The Ccmtirming · Soviet ~ccupatiqn of Afghanista~ 

Remarks by Senator Robert .Dole in the 
.. Senate of the United States 
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' 
Mr. President, on Sunday, March 21, all. across the United 

States; ~eriqans will. be observing "Afghanistan Day" as a way 
of honoring.the resistance of the Afghan people to intolerable 
aggression. .·. · · · · 

.. ·. 

.· 

As. co-Chairman . of the Commission on · Security ~n·d Cooperation 
in Europe, which mo~itors and encourages compliance with the 1975 
Helsinki Accords, I must~mphasize that the invasion : and continued 
occupation of· At9hanistan · is a blatant violation of all ten of the 
;l?rinciples guidlng · relations between states which signed the · 
Hels~nki rinal ~ct~ Most olatantly violated are principle s dealipg 
with ·respect fo~ ~ove~e;f:gn equality, refraini~g from the -threat 
or use Q£ t.orce, the ~ny~olqbility of frontiers, the territorial 
integ;r,\ty oj; states~ .. non,...intervent;i_on in internal affairs and the 
equ<\·1 ·r~ghts and ~e;t;;t;.-determ;ination of peoples.. The Soviet 
invapi_on and occupati,on of, a formerly independent and non-aligneo 
state has . ~eyerely dam~ged the internat;ion·al climate, has done 
g;reat hq;z:-m · to :J::~~t--We~t ;r:e;J.at;ions and ha·s severely· reduced the 

· level. oj; trust pnd secu;i~ty among all states. 

~epeated e~~or,ts by the ·soviet Union and others to justify 
th~s ~nyas~on ~nd cont~nued occupation--which has ~erit one-t~fth 
0~ the entire ·n.at~qn' ;i.nto ex;i.le ........ have be'en rejected by virtually 
all . 9bjectiye :pb~eryer~~ · No one can seriously believe that a 
sm~ll, neutr~l, ,Jlon.,....~l~gned . country ~n any way- threatened the 
-~~cur~t~ o~ the ~oy~et ·un~on, The fictitious Soviet claim that 
;its ~orce~ were ·~ny;i.teq ;.nto A~ghanistan by the A_f;ghan. government 
p~,t;su~nt to the ·~ovi~t~AFc;Jha_n Treaty o~ 1978 \-las i .r _onically · 
l~ghted by the ~u~per o~ the A~ghan Ch~ef of State shortly . therea~ter. 

TU~gD WORLD . ~O~NS · I~ CONDE~lli~TION OF USSR 

:J::~~oxts tq defend the ?oviet invasion and occupation a~e a$ 
hollow· anq uncony~ncing .tpday as they were in January and November, 
1980 and Noyember, 1981 when· the United. Nations Generql A~sembly 
approved th.ree re~9),ut;i,9n~ ·calling for the immediate \"'ithdra\val 
o~ f.or~i..9n -.,..., th.;\t is · to ·~aY., .?oviet -- troops from A:fghanistan, 
·the re~torat~on of. A~gh~n;istan~s non~al~gned · status and respect for 
A~ghan~stqn~s r~9ht tQ. sel~~determin~tion. 

Widespread ~nd s~ntaneous resistance by the Afghan people 
cont~nues, vividly de~onstrating the hatred and de~iance which 
the Soyiet occupat~on ~nd the Bab;z:-ak Karmal regime have evoked. 
~~ss defect~ons f.rom the A~ghan Army, the persistent inability 
of the Bab~ak ~eg~me ·to. develop viable polit ical support and the 
c9ntinued acti_v~ty of Mu~ freedom ;fiCiJht er units; .leave 'the 
~nmistalcable .. ~mpress~.on . of; the di,sintegr ation of political and 
~oci,al ~tab~l~ty~ 

GAS WARFARE ON CIVILIANS 

Attempting to counter this inst~bility, the S~vie~ occu~ation 
forces have resorted ·t~ increasing v~ol~nce. Tact~cs ~nclud~ng the. 
bombing of villages, the destruction of crops, and helicopter gunsh~p 

ttacks on innocent ci vi.lians have been used from the start of the 
!nvasion and are· well~documented. The:e ~re rec7nt re~orts that 
such tactics · have escalated and there~~ ~ncreas~ng ev~dence of 
other forms of warfare being used -- forms of warfare banned for 
years - by internati~nal law. 

'This new e~panded · Soviet p~licy of repre~sion has caused· - . · 
wides read misery amon·g · th~ A~gh~n_people .. V1.llages ~~d .mounta1.n 
valleps have been denuded of . the~r popul~t~ons. _who~e v~llage~ have . 
been ~educed to ·rubble .and their populatl.on~ subJect~d to repr~sals _ · 
~or allegedly aid;ing 9 r . harbori!lg Freedom F;tghter un1. ts. . .. - . ~ 
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The world -has beeri ·shocked by xeports of the u~e ot chemical 

qnd b;i.ol~g:f.cal wa;r;f;are 'in · A~ghanistan~ On March· ·a, the United 
~tC\tes announced th~t ~t had firm evidence that at· least 3,000 · ·· 
people in A~ghan~stan.had been · killed by poison. gas ~nd other 
chem,i,cA;l we~pons ;in.-47. separate ·incidents between the sununer of 
1979 a,nd the ~lU,U}tler. o1; -~1981" The possession ·and use o~ toxi,ns· is 
a, violation ·o!; bot!\ ·~he .·1925 ~enev.a Protocol and ·the. 1972 Biol!=>gical -
WeF\pon~ Conven·t~pn as weJ:l as ·the ·rules·. of customary international . 
law .Q~ ~;r;cq.ecl conflict ·,...:: · i'\nd the ~ov.i,et.occupatj,on o~ )\~ghan.i,stan 
can be ·cha:z;a.t:te;r;;.zed ·· a~ no~hi!l~ ·but armed contli.ct~ · · 

. . . 
~;rom the A;fglian ~;reed·om :F~ghters themselves c;:omes evidence 

th~t weapon~x .. ut~l.~zed by ~oviet occupation· forces has been . 
deyastat~ng: . · ·~eports ·a~· the ·use of ;immobilizi.n·g g~s bombs, · 
incendiar.Y bo~~ and camou~laged bo~s in the ~or~ o~ toys ~nd 
~en?· are · p-rol~~er~ti!lgp Tne·~ weapons are being· e~loyed by the 
~ov.i,et Union: ~n d;i~e.ct contravention· o~ agreed· pl;"oyi_si.ons o~ a 
con~ept~Qn, _now: -~~~i.t;i,ng p~~~~i,catiqn, which prohi:h~.ts the .use of 
;l.ft~ncl JIP...ne~, ,boQby- ·t;~;.aps ancl incendiary bombs ~gainst cj,yilians! 
~el;i.?ole repo):-ts ha-ye been received of the use ·of a var.i,ety of 

· gas bomb~ and n~pa~~-l.i,ke ~ubstances wh~ch have CC\USed continual 
· c~yi~9, .nau~ea, .teJt\}?O:t'ary paralysis, loss of consc~ousness ;:t.nd 
death! 

;r:n the mo;r;-e th..at two yea,rs since the ·invas~on, .the sov~et 
Uni.Qn h~ not t?\"Ken even the ,fj..:r:st step .towards d.i.~e!l9~Se~erit pnd r 
7-.n ~act, h~~ - -1,ncJ;"e~~ed ~-t~ pres·ence ~nd.· the level oi; vi.olence j, t 
ha,s eJll;t>loyed . ~.n .tQt~l d~~~~gard for its obli.gation~ UJ?.der _inter­
national law· P.Pd the llel~i.nki Fi.nal Act. Thousands of. political 
pr;i.~one;I"s h~ye ·~ppa;J;"ently . d~ed wh.i,le in the ·custody o,f the Babrak 
I.-e9~Jt\e ~nd ftl"'ny th.ous!=lnd.~ Jt\Ore have si.mply "disappeared". Torture 

·And. Arb;i.trf!try. a,;r-~es.ts and ~.mpr~SOI1l11ent -continue unabated, while 
~bout th;~;ee Jqj.,ll;i,on A,fgha"ns, .nearly one-=-,f:i.fth of ·the p:r:e-inva.sion 
populat~on! h~ye -~~eo· th~ countr~. · 

The United States continues·to favor a political settlement 
which would lead _to restoration of a genuinely independent,. 
neutral non~aligned Afghanistan with a government acceptable and 
respons.ible to · its people. r emphasize that this can only he 
accomplished by putting an end .to the massive violence and terrprism 
no being employed against .the Afghan people and by the prompt and 
total withdrawal of all Soviet troops. OtheD~ise, the Soviet 
Government makes a mockery of its international obligations and, 
indeed, of -the Helsinki process itself. 

. . . 
Mr. President, r urge my . colleagues and fellow citizens to 

remember the · brave resistance of the Afghan people, whose struggle 
against their Russian invaders is ~ow well into the third year . . 

1 This :Sunday· ·has .been set aside a.s a day to mark and honor their 
struggle by Presid ent· Reaga n and the Congress, and is being observed 
by other .nations all over the world. Let . the day serve as are­
minder to those \-lho . cherish liberty of its fragility, and as · a 
\Y'arning to those who have tried to crush it. 




