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It is custmary, of course, to begin these affairs with praise for Abraham Lincoln.
But this year, I think what we would say aboot Lincoln is less important than what he
would say about us. Unfortunately, that must be a matter of conjecture: President
Lincoln, unlike some more recent occupants of the Oval Office, did not tape his converstions there. Apparently, he cared less about history than some of his successors.
Sadly, we'll never know what he thought about Mary Todd's bills for handgloves, or how
the strategic decisions that preceeded Gettysburg and Antietam were arrived at.
Yet so far, at least, this shocking disregard to later historians has not prevented
Lincoln from earning a pretty fair position in our national life. Who knows, some day
even Arthur Schlesinger may attempt a Lincoln biography? But until then we are left with
little more than Lincoln's words and deeds by which to judge the man-- or ask him to
judge us.
"The Dogmas of a quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present," he said in the second
year of the Civil War. "The occasion is piled high with difficulty-- and we must rise
with the occasion. We must disenthrall ourselves, and then we shall save our country."
In the last year, we have begun to cast aside many of the dogmas of a past no longer
relevant to the stormy present. We have disenthralled ourselves from the exhausted -remedies of yesterday. And we have begun to move out from the shadow of an attitude
that enshrined government as the only force capable of solving our problems or realizing
our dreams. Fifty years ago, in the center of another storm, the American people turned
to their government for the first time for food, shelter, and a ray of hope in a world
gone dark. That government responded with emergency measures. We survived the Great
Depression. We won a great World War. But for government, that was not enough.
The innovations of the thirties became the dogmas of all the years to follow. Government
i4self became one gigantic assembly line of mass-produced virtue. It pursued compassion
w{th a vengeance -- and forgot that compassion without competence is a formula for
economic disaster. It confused our dreams with mere sleepwalking. It grew too big, too
remote, too mired in its own bureaucratic spider's webb. It became the single biggest
negative factor in an economy dulled to the point of non-competitiveness, and a foreign
policy composed mostly of wishful thinking and crossed fingers.
That was America a little more than a year ago -- before Ronald Reagan assumed office
and exerted leadership. There's an old saying in politics, that the best way to stop a
politician dead in his tracks is to elect him. Obviously, whoever said that never met
President Reagan.
Suddenly, the old dogmas were being replaced with new experiments. The country responded,
and why not? Stop to think: In barely a year, one man has managed to restore luster to
the Presidency, direction to government, and the first installment of about $750 billion
to the pockets of the American taxpayer. Not a bad start, I think you'll agree.
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And that's only the beginning. A year ago, the inflation rate hovered about 12 percent.
Today, it's below 9 percent -- and headed still lower. A year ago, interest rates were
topping out at 21 percent. Today, they're five points lower -- and with a little luck,
and more than a little restraint on the part of the Federal Government, they should fall
another point or two by mid-year. A year ago, the federal budget was growing at an
annual rate of 14 percent. Today, the figure has been cut nearly in half -- without
sacrificing the truly needy, or shedding the safety net stretched out by a compassionate
people.
A year ago, American business was drowning in a sea of red tape -- and American consumers
were being saddled with an annual regulatory bill of a hundred billion dollars or more.
Today, the Federal Register is 30 percent slimmer -- American enterprise has a capital
pool three-to-five billion dollars larger -- and taxpayers have been saved at least
$2 billion in fraud, waste, and abuse. For the first time ever, the regulators are
being regulated themselves.
A year ago, mesmerized by Soviet expansion, America lurched her way through a confused
and contradictory foreign policy. Today, the myth of Soviet invulnerability is at last
being challenged. America once again is be~aving like a great nation, with great
responsibilities. We know that peace is our paramount objective, but we also understand
that military strength is the only sure means of preserving it. With his sweeping proposal to control nuclear arms in Europe, the President has stirred fresh hope in the
world. With his performance at summit meetings in Canada and Cancun, he's displayed a
gift for common sense diplomacy -- without striped pants.
All those accomplishments are on the record. But even they don't convey the scale of
change now underway. First and foremost, the Presidency is the bully pulpit Teddy
Roosevelt announced it to be. It's an office where moral authority outweighs political
expediency. And therein lies Ronald Reagan's greatest single contribution thus far.
This President does not duck, straddle, or dodge issues. If you doubt that, talk to an
Air Traffic Controller who broke the law and walked out on the public. Ask the little
girl in Iowa whom he rescued from a cruel tangle of medicaid regulation. Check back with
Tip O'Neill, who a year ago advised the new President that he was in the big leagues-only to find that it was he, not the President, who got sent to the showers early. Ask
the friendly folks who brought you a trillion dollar deficit, double-digit inflation,
stubborn unemployment, and carping criticism in lieu of constructive opposition.
These are the same guys who for 40 years have played the shell game of giving back to the
voters with one hand only part of what inflation and bracket-creep steal away with the
other. They wouldn't know a surplus if it jumped over the Washington Monument. They've
forgotten how to pronounce words like profit and incentive-- if they ever knew how to in
the first place. And now, with inflation subsiding and the economy poised for recovery
this summer, they've taken to shedding crocodile tears over deficit spending.
These incredible people say the President's new budget contains too large a deficit.' They
also insist that we can't afford any more cuts in government spendi~g. Well, which is it?
Surely, it can't be both.
Of course, we have problems. Unemployment is high and probably headed higher before the
recession bottoms out this spring. In interest-- sensitive industries like autos and
housing, finding an optimist is about like finding a golfball in a snowbank. Farmers
are hurting, the cities bemoan their chronic poverty, and special interests from here to
Timbuktu are climbing back on their feet and preparing to wage a scorched-earth campaign
against anything that threatens their entrenched power. Meanwhile, the press keeps a
st~ady drumfire of criticism aimed at spending cuts that are actually reductions in
planned rates of interest.
All of these problems are for real. But who created them? What we confront are the
aftereffects of a forty-year fiscal job ride. Indeed, if Ronald Reagan had not come
along to take the wheel, we might well have gone off the road and over the cliff. For
half a century, government behaved as if it could repeal basic laws of suppy and demand
with all the economic damage that inflicted on our ability to create jobs and compete
in the world marketplace.
Now we have abandoned those dogmas.
solutions for long-range problems:

In their place, we have embraced long-range
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We are cutting taxes and the share of national wealth sucked into the federal vacuum
cleaner. We are putting more dollars in the pockets of more investors large and small.
We are hacking away at the jungle of regulatory crabgrass choking businesses large and
small. We are rebuilding the capital and savings markets. And we are sticking to a
consistent policy of slow but steady growth in the monetary supply.
Now, solutions bring problems of their own, especially in an election year. And the
Democrats are pretty good at deflecting blame for their own failures. They have to be
how else would they have survived this long? They may not have an economic program of
their own -- but they sure can grab a headline or score a debating point with the best
of them. You can expect a lot of that in 1982, when you and I enter an election year
under some pretty stiff obstacles.
But nothing fundamental has changed since 1980. The American people want Ronald Reagan
to succeed. They see potential where the critics see only problem. They want to expolit
the new beginning and extend the new opportunities.
Lincoln understood such opportunities. "We hold the true Republican position." He told
Congress in 1848. "In leaving the people's business in their hands, we cannot be wrong."
Today's Republicans are working to restore the people's business to the people's hands.
We're putting more money in their pockets, and more responsibility in the councils of
local and state government. Not because we believe in trickle down-- but because we
believe in building up from the grassroots of America the fresh ideas that can overcome
hardship and restore us to our proper leadership.
The President has come forward with a sweeping New Federalism, that promises to inject
new life into local gover,nmentand new incentive for the people themselves to take charge
of their destinies. There is bound to be months, maybe years, of debate and dispute
over all this. Yet even its presence on the agenda of national concerns is persuasive
evidence that this President has revolutionized politics as usual.
For the first time, there's a consensus that the old nostrums have not only failed, but
contributed to the pain and suffering of those they were designed to help. For the
first time, government is being defined as the servant and not the master of those who
pay its bills. For the first time, people are talking about enterprise zones to create
jobs for the jobless and restore hope to hopeless in our cities. They're accepting more
responsibility for solving the problems of their neighbors.
Yet the toughest decisions still lie before us. Can we reform the way we spend our
resources? Can we vote no when purely political instincts tell us that the popular
thing wou~d be to vote yes? Can we get a handle on entitlement programs -- which have
more than doubled as a percentage of national spending over the last 25 years?
Can we take on the interest groups, and make the painful but necessary choices that will
reduce budget deficits and keep the President's economic recovery program from being
aborted at takeoff? Can we keep up the pressure on Congress not to slide back into the
old and comfortable ways of pump-priming and moon-promising?
The answers to all these questions are by no means certain. Until they are, then the
new beginnings of the last 13 months.. llke _,the Republican march toward Majority Party
status, will remain a tantalizing possibility. The answers lie in many hands: in mine
and those of my colleagues in Washington, in yours and millions of others stretched out
in friendship toward a President and an Administration that represents positive change
ahd the prospect of better days ahead.
So on this Lincoln Day, when the future hangs in the balance and history demands both
vision and sacrifice, let us not take refuge merely in remembering the founder of our
party. Let us instead make the lessons of his life relevant to our own. Let us live
up to his example, and so conduct ourselves that, a hundred years from now, future
Lincoln Day speakers might say of us that we, too, found the courage to rise to the
occasion and to save our country when she entrusted her fortunes to us. Lincoln would
expect it. Our consciences dictate it. And the American people demand it. Together,
we will satisfy all three.
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