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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1980 (202) 224-8947
SENATE APPROVES DOLE AMENDMENT CHANGING NAME OF TOPEKA V.A. HOSPITAL
{ASHINGTON -- Late Tast night, the Senate approved an amendment by Senator Bob

-Kan.) authorizing a change in the name of the Topeka Veterans Administration

Hospital to honor Harry Colmery and Ralph O'Neil, two outstanding Kansans who have

devoted their lives to improving the lot of vetlerans across > United States. Under
the legisiation, the name would be changed to the "Colmery-0'Neil Veterans Administra-
on Hospital."

The tesk of choosing only two men to immortalize at our Kansas vetzrans' hos-
pital was ext ely difficult,” Dole said. "I have to acknowledge the valuable support
in this effort given by veterans' organizaticns., the military and indzpendent citizens
across Kansas. Their help has been crucial. Aiso valuazble have been the efforts of
Sznator Nancy Kassebaum., who was a cosponsor of this ent.
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"In a state that has such a strong tradition of veterans continuing in service
to their fellow men, Harry Colmery and Raiph O0'Neil stand especially tall.

:‘:61'"?"'\’ W. Colme ery.
“Harry Colmery devoied his entire life to championqng the cause of the ve teran
During his ”ii"erv duty he served as instructor of officers in infantry drill regu!
tions, scuadron ccmmander, assistant adjutant and acting adgubert of Carrothers rlt]d.
and as iudce advocate and defense counsel before general and special courts martial.
He aiso served in the O7ficers Reserve Corps, Air Service.

ﬁr past national commander of the American Legion, Harry provided the inspira-

tion and leadership which have become the cornerstonz of this veterans' organization.
larry Coimery is also regarded as one of the principal dratiers of the G.I. Bill of
Rignts and one who also spent much of his life crchestrating erans' benefit programs.

fhe insight and compassion evident in this important document are typical of
the forces that guided his 1ife. No matter what the undertaking, Harry pursued it
with a spirit of reaching out to help his fellow man.

; He fTurthered displayed his commitment to the principles. which made this country
reat through his active participation in numerous civic and professional graups.
erry vas also an active member and leader in the Republiican Party. He was a member

of the National Republican Policy Committee, a delegate to the 1926 National Republica
convention -- at whicnh Aif Lardon was inatad -- and 3 Repubiican priiary czndidste
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3 involvement in veterzns' affairs. His sterlino career in the miiitary was only
5 His services as e soldier can be summarized by the statoment that he served
and 1 L det of A S
which ¢ sed the Meuse River near the historic city of Sedan and established the. bridge
head at Dun-sur-Meuse. Ralph was gassed, injured in action, cited for galianiry 1in
action on the field of battle, recommanded for the D.S.C., dacorated with the Silver
Star and with the Order of Commander of the Crown of Italy.
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NG 1ed o the improvement of ' medical ca Ralpn traveled throughout the
country urging that we needed 'l iting veterans, not veterans -ing ds.'
His concern and diligent efforts a provision by Cengress that established sOme
8,000 additional hospital s for erans. A 1ifelong r of tic






