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WICHTA . Kan. (Soecial)-~U.S, Sen. Bob Dole {R.-Kan,) has urged the nation's
energy chief to remember the "sufferng and sacrifices of many Americans last winter"
before coproving new oronane oricing regulations.

Aitemoting to head-off another winter of exoibitant increases in the orices of
orovane.. Sen, Dole . has urged Federal Energy administrator John Sawhiil to demon-
strafe "a human kind of concem for Ameri can consumers, esoecially for rurcl residents
and for elderly oeople with fixed incomes. "

Sen, Dole, in communications with Sawhill, charged the Federal Energy Admin-
istration would be shirkirg its responsibility of keeping propane orices at a reasonable
tavel if new regulafions become law. Sawhille's Federal Energy Agency submitted
regulotion revision procosals Seot, 5 and 10,

The senator suggests those revisions would pemit increases in croduct costs passed on
in the price of vrocone to be based on the value of the liouids removed from the natural
gas stream,

“To o nrofit=oriented businessman. " Sen. Dole said, "the value of hisoroduct is the

. best orice he can get. In the ghsence of comoetition unds-price regulations. this orovis-

ion would nemit o repeat of the exorbitant niices from st winter. Such a receat would
be unacceotable." -

Sen. Dole has advised Sawhiil that, hetwesn Sentember of 1972 end Jonuary of
1974, the orice of orooane skyrocketed fouifoid. Sevenly cer cent of Kansos nro=-
eone is frem netural gas and the price of this orimary sourca obviously did not increete
by @ mulliole of four, he emohasized,

"Prices comearable fo thoss of last winter would also ba disastrous to the retdl
nroocne ‘ndustry. " Sen. Dole said, He said that inliisstate. the retail indushiy be~
came the whinoing boy for the high orices chorged by most major nroducers.

"Most Konsas retail dealers attemoted to keeo honest and reasoncble crofi* margins
ond tcke care of tha oropane recuirements of their customers while ~at the same time--
/ trying to cooe with comolex federcl regulations and ohiair on adecuate amount.cf nroduct
in order to stay in business.," Sen, Dole told Sawhill,

"For this custemer loyelty and resnonsible atiitude, many dealers were rewarded withs

Internatl Revenue Scivice inspeciors scrutinizing records for violations of regulations
few neoole could understonid. A repat of this situaticn must elso be cvoided.”
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