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NEWS~ 
U.S. Senator 
Bob Dole 

• 
(R.-Kans.) New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 225~521 

TilE FI)Ll01·1WG ARE EXCERPTS nF RE'1AR~S BY SF."'ATOR ROB DOlE ( ~. -KA.'IS) OEliVEREf> 
AT THE lEGACY OF PARKS OEOICATI~~. OLATHF., KJI'fSAS, .AIXlUST 13 1~73: 

Today' s cere<nony is t ... e latest step foJ'Iolard in the le<Jacy of Parks Pro
gram the President initiated in 1971. As he state~, this proqram is desiqned 
to help states and local governments to Provide parks and recreational 
areas not just for today's llmericans, but for tomorrow's as \"ell". 

I have been a long-time sup~rter of the leqacy of Parks Program. 
recall in July of last year oarticipating in one of the earlv leqacv of 
Partes conv~ances in Topeka. Thirteen MOnt. ... s later, that project has pro
ven to be a clear success. The property is n0\'1 bei119 used b.v the children 
in the community for football an•1 baseball activities and as a qeneral
purpose playqround. 

So, I am hopeful that a year fron nm1 th~ 240 acres of land being con-
veyed today • be vte\lled by the citizens of Johnsof'l County and the r.ity 
of Oe Soto as an equally successful examnle of federal government plannin~ 
and cooperation. 

The President deserves hroad recognition for achievinq an outstanding 
measure of success with this proqram. last t~ednesdav, he announced qrants 
of 19 ne~-r properties. This brinqs to 345 the total n:~~~ber of parks anti 
recreational areas conveyed to state and local governments for use by 
their cfttzens over the past three years. ~ltooether, t~ese properties 
are valued at over $155 million an~ cover snme 57,~~ acres. 

This prograM ts one of the best exam!'les of qootf oovernment at wortc. 
The Federal Property Council recommends to the President the highest 
and best use for surnlus federal prooert". It ~10r1<s closelv with the 
General Services 1\ctninistration. the TlepartMent of thP. Interior and local 
citizens to make this land available and assist in developino oarks for 
t~e people of this area. 

~s I have said, 1 support this orogram and ~ill continue to sunDOrt 
it. This program is a major steo toward establishinq a stron~er national 
philosophy of reverence t01'1ards t"e use of our nrecious resources. ~le 
must treat these gifts of nature -- Nater, air. the forests, and especially 
the land - · l"ith the care that they rost have. And ~Je rust assure that 
they are being used for the ~~erican people's greatest benefit . 
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