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FROM: THE OFFICE OF U.S. SEN. BOB DOLE 
NEW ~gNATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20~10 

(202) 225-652l 

WASHINGTON, D.C., Feb. 18 ---Wichita's economic development 

problems associated with cutbacks in aerospace employment will 

be the subject of a hearing in Wichita, Feb. 26, U.S. Sen. Bob 

Dole (R-Kans.) said today. 

Dole, a member of the Economic Development Subcommittee of 

the Senate Committee on Public Works, will chai~ the hearing. 

11 The Subcommittee, .. Dole explained, 11 is studying both short and 

long-term solutions to under-employment and unemployment problems 

in preparation for drafting legislation for a national economic 

deveJ.opment prograrn. 11 11 Field hearings are being conducted through-

out the country, .. Dole said, 11 but we are particularly interested in 

the Wichita experience. 11 11 It wlll provide us with an opportunity 

to examine the proper Federal response to situations where plant 

closings, loss of vital natural resources, or elimination of govern­

ment facilities created economic distress, .. the Kansas Senator 

explained. 
11 Leaders in the Wichita area, 11 Dole continued, ''are making 

strides in overcoming many of the problems. They are, however, 

facing many of the same problems in the application of Federal pro- , .. 

grams that are being encountered in other areas of the country. 11 

Dole said: 

The Subcommittee is looking at new ways to promote economic 
development. It is concerned with such questions as what 
constitutes proper development, how to determine the devel­
op~nt goals and objectives of state and local governments, 
and how the federal government could be structured to better 
assist state and local governments in meeting these respon­
sibilities. 

There are indications, Dole said, that economic development 

programs need thorough re-evaluation, and possibly re-structuring. 

Although the Subcommittee's study is still in very early states, it 

seems possible that more emphasis on state programs could be part 

of its recommendations, Dole said. 

(MORE) 
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Invitations to appear as witnesses have been extended to 

Kansas Governor Robert B. Docking, U.S. Sen. James B. Pearson, 

U.S. Rep. Garner E. Shriver, and more than a dozen public officials, 

businessmen and citizens. 

The hearing will be held in the auditorinm of the Wichita 

Public Library, 223 S. Main Street, Wichita, beginning at 10 a.m. 
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