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Ten GOP members of t he Ho use
letter to Secretary of

1965

Agric ul t ure Committee today se n t the following

Agriculture Orville Freeman:

�onorable Orville Freeman
Secretary of Agriculture
p epartmen t of Agriculture
Dear Mr.

Secretary:

this opportunity to exp res s to

We wan t to take

you our concern about HR 10518,

the

pending legislation dealing with minimum wages for agriculture, and to urge you to
take a more active role in defending the interests of fa rmers .
Actually we are quite surp r ise d that you have remained silent on this
issu e .

important

Your voice in the councils of the Administration and in the halls of Con

gress has o f t en been heard on many other i ssu es ,

but on this very

important leg

islation you have be en unusually mute.

As you may know, the Chairman of t he House Committee on Agriculture, Mr. Cooley of
North Caro lina
has described this legislation as a bill which wo uld be "disas t rou s
to farm workers
as well as c rea tin g "a rise in food costs of subs tantial por
tions throughout the nation
and
causing a new migration of unemployed farm
workers to our cities, to create poverty faster than it can be cured."
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We hope you will
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speak up for agriculture before it is too late.
S in c erely yours
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Paul Dague,

Pennsylvania

Page B e lch er,
Albert Quie,

Oklahoma

Minneso ta

Catherine May, Washington
Delb er t Latta, Ohio
Ralph Harvey,

Indiana

P aul Findley,

Illinois

Bob Dole,

Kansas

Laurence Burton,

Utah

Prentiss Walker, Mississippi

