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Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kansas), announced today that the push 
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for Congressional action dealing with Reapportionment of State Legisla­

tures will begin Wednesday. Dole, a member of the Reapportionme~~-~ 
mittee cor.1posed of four Democrat and four Republican Congressmen, stated, 

"The fteering Committee has agreed on presentation of a plan proposing 

a Constitutional Amendment which would permit one House of a Bicamer3l 

legislature to be apportioned on factors other than population. 

"Briefly, the strategy will be to secure united bi-partisan 

support for the reapportionment proposal introduced by Democrat Congress-

man Wright Patman. Patman, senior member of the 23 member Texas dele-

gation introduced reapportionment measures last year and early this year. 

"The Steering Committee agreed any reapportionment proposal 

should include a provision requiring approval by the electorate of a 

State of a reapportionment plan. The Patman bill will be amended to ~dd 

_, 
this provi~ion. 

Dole further stated, "That Congressman Emanuel Celler, Chairn.a•"l 

of the Judiciary Committee, strongly opposes any action and in all 

t=-roba~.:..lity \'li ll keep ~he numerous reapportionment measures now pendi1:g , 

bottled up in his Committee. To overcome this ta~tic, Congressman Patman 

will file a Discharge Petition on Wednesday and if 218 Members sign it, . 

Celler's Committee will be unable to block House action. 

Congressman Dole stated, "Emphasis will be completely non-

partisan as there is growing recognition among Democrats and Republicans 

that the court erred in its ruling last June 15 that both Houses of 

Bicameral Legislative bodies must be apportioned on a purely mathematical 

basis. Every member of the Steering Committee agrees the vital issue 

should not become bogged down in partisan politics. The provision re~ 

quiri~g that apportionment plans be approved by the voters leave the 
opp6nents of "balanced" representation very little to complain about", 
Doie co:-:ch~·:~ :~d. 
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Other members of the Steering Committee are: 

Congressman John F. Baldwin, Rep. California 

Congressman Bernard Sisk, Dem. -- California 

Congressman Carleton King, Rep. -- New York 

Congressman Richard !chord, Dem. -- Missouri 

Congressman Wright Patman Dem. -- Texas 

Congressman William McCulloch, Rep. Ohio 

Congressman Don Fuqua, Dem. -- Florida 
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