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Congressman Bob Dole (R-Kansas) stated today that reports
of the sale of “duruam” wheat to Russia announced late Friday by the
U.8.D.A. indicate behind the scenes manipulations by the Johnson
Adainistration to pleass Khrushehev.

Dole said "President Johnson's daily pronouncements sbout
economy in government are hard to recousile with the sale of 13 milldon
bushels of durum wheat to Russia since the sale involves a "double sube
sidy” totalling nearly $9% million on a class of spring wheat which has
frequantly been treated specially legislatively because il was supposedly
in short supply. Americans are entitled to know why the "durum“, export
subsidy jumped 13 cents a bushel (frow 59 « T2 cents) in just 2 weeks
and vhy the durum export subsidy is suddenly 9 to 22 cents per bushel
higher than on other classes of wheat such as Kansas Hard Red winter,
soft white, ete.
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of hard red winter wheat and only a 46 wmillion bushel earryover of durum,
the sale of "durum" was obvicusly to conoeal the fact the additional 13
cents, per bushel subsidy will be used to subsidize "ocean freight rates”.

American taxpayer will now pay a “double subsidy”, the reg-
ular "export subsidy” plus the "ocean freight subsidy". The freight
subsidy, in effect, violates conditions anncunced by the late President
Kennedy, October 9, that one-halfl of all wheat sold to Comminist Countries
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bas in any vay indicated the difference between Amsrican and foreign
freight rates would be borne by the taxpayer thru a “transportation

© subsidy”.
If this is a part of Johnson's "Peace Offensive” then
Amsricans are éntitled to a full disclosure of every detail.
1. Vhy vas "durun” whest, not in "surplus” to any dagree, sold
to Russia?
2. Why was the "durva" export subsidy increased 13 cents e
bushel in a 2 week period?
3: What are the terms of the “"Sale™?
k. Why 414 only one grain "exporter” (Continemtal Grain Co.)
bod on the "export subsidy"?
5. Why is Ruseia permitted to purehase wheat for 78.5 aillion
vhen the same Quantity would cost dowsstic purchasers $9.5 aillien
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