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Room 244, House Office Bldg. For Immediate Release 

July 26, 1963 CA 4-3121, ~xt. 2715 

Congressman Bob Dole joined nineteen other Republican House 

members today in urging quick enactment of wheat legislation for 1964. 

Dole, along with Congressmen Albert Quie, of Minnesota, and Don Short, 
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of North Dakota, had been working with other GOP House members on a con-

structive alernative to the Administration's rejected wheat program long 

before the referendum was held. All three men are members of the House 

Committee on Agriculture. Quie is the senior GOP member of the Livestock 

and Feed Grains Subcommittee: Dole, a member of the Wheat Subcommittee, 

represents the largest wheat district in the u.s. Congress; and Short is 

a member of both of these Subcommittees. 

Dole said, "The legislation introduced by twenty Republicans on 

May 23 represents a significant improvement over any program advanced by 

the Administration." He further pointed out, "While some of the 20 bills 

introduced vary in details, the basic principles involved in all measures 

are the same. These basic principles are: 

"First, the program would be voluntary. Price support and diver-

sion payments would be available only to those who retire acreage from 

production. 

"Second, it would require land retirement and conservation as a 

condition of eligibility for program benefits. A minimum 20% would be 

required with an optional and additiona~ 30% reduction allowed. 

"Third, it would use only payment-in-kind for making diversion 

payments. The Secretary could, however, advance the producer cash in 

anticipation of the sale of grain, but there would be no direct payments, 

as provided under the present feed grain program. 
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"Fourth, it would be based on a market economy . The CCC release 

price for surplus grain in inventory could not be less than 105% of current 

support price, plus reasonable carrying charges. ~fuen the supply of grain 

is back to a •normal' supply, this release price would be 115% of the 

current support price, plus reasonable carrying charges, and CCC would be 

required to make equivalent market purchases for grain which has been sold 

as bing 'out of condition.'" 

Dole, a member of the Wheat Suhcommittee, pointed out to members 

of this committee that new legislation should either be enacted promptly 

or amendments should be made to existing law so that farmers would have 

some real assurance within the next 30 days. 

Dole stated, "Year after year the wheat farmers of America become 

involved in a guessing game with Congress and the loser is always the 

wheat producer in winter wheat areas, who many times works the ground and 

sows his wheat without knowing just what the program may ultimately be. 

If we intend to do nothing, then we should stand up and tell the farmer 

this. Hearings, speeches, and press releases are meaningless unless the 

Administration is willing to forget its defeat on May 21 and close ranks 

with Republicans in an effort to enact sound legislation." 
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