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W J SHINGTON — Bob Dole
ro guessed wrong about Wa-
{. W W tergate.

% H_gi-,_thought it would all blow over
‘and; according to newly opened pa-
pers of Richard Nixon, sought a pri-
vate meeting with the president “to
offer his personal encouragement.”
| That was on May 22, 1973. Less than
A& month earlier, Nixon, attempting to
Save his presidency, threw overboard
White House Chief of Staff H, R.
{ﬂ'ﬂdeman and domestic adviser John
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Dole was loyal to eX—i)residet

Kansan played down
Watergate, was critical
of Walter Cronkite

By Tho Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Bob Dole
guessed wrong about Watergate.
He thought it would all blow over
and, according to newly opened
papers of Richard Nixon, sought a
private meeting with the presi-
dent “to offer his personal encour-
agement.”

That was on May 22, 1973. Less
than a month earlier, Nixon, at-
tempting to save his presidency,
threw overboard White House
Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman and
domestic adviser John Ehrlich-
man, -calling them “two- of the
finest public servants it has been
my privilege to know.” He also
went on television to declare,

D, Ehrlichman, calling them “two of
the finest public servants it has been
my. privilege to know." He also went
on television to declare, “There can be

no whitewash at the White House.” -

Nixon resigned 15 months later.

Among thousands of papers opened
to the public for the first time Tuesday
by the National Archives, where they
were sent after Congress passed a law
taking possession of the papers from
Nixon, were others that shed light on-

the role played by Dole, then a young
senator and now the front-runner in
the race for the Republican presi-
dential nomination.

In January 1973, Dole had been
forced out as chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee.

But Dole remained loyal to Nixon.

Nixon’s congressional liaison, Wil-

liam E. Timmons, sent Nixon a memo

‘laying the ground for a meeting be- -

“Dole wants to see you alone for a
few minutes,” it read, the “alone”
underlined. “He considers himself a
loyal, old friend and wants to offer his
personal encouragemen _
lieves Watergate is not nearly as big
an issue outside Washington.”

Another memo, dated Feb. 15, 1971,
chastised Dole for being too loyal —
and for criticizing Walter Cronkite,
the CBS anchorman who had such a

sional talk

ent. Bob be-

ixon

1) .

strong following that there was occa-
_' ng alk of him as a Democratic
mbwight Chapin, Nixon’s appoint-
ments secretary, wrote the president’s

political adviser, Lyn Nofziger. He

"noted that Dole, in attacking televi-

sion'coverage of the Republican Par-
ty, had said, “Walter Cronkite can’t
even pronounce Republicans,”

“This is strictly my own feeling,"

‘Chapin wrote. “However, taking on

Walter Cronkite cannot do us any good
whatsoever. It is like attacking the
Lord himself.” Z R

'

WASHINGTON

“There can be no whitewash at the

White House.”

Nixon resigned 15 months later.

Among thousands of papers
opened to the public for the first
time Tuesday by the National
Archives, where they were sent af-
ter Congress passed a law taking
possession of the papers from
Nixon, were others that shed light
on the role played by Dole, then a
young senator and now the front-
runner in the race for the Republi-
can presidential nomination.

In January 1973, Dole had been
forced out as chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee and
replaced by George Bush, who
preferred a diplomatic job instead.

But Dole remained loyal to
Nixon.

Vv ABORTION

The Associated Press

Sen. Bob Dole, shown here campaigning earlier this month in New Hampshire, was an adamant sup-
- porter of former President Richard Nixon In the early '70s.

Nixon's congressional liaison,
William Timmons, sent Nixon a
memo laying the ground for a
meeting between the Kansas sena-
tor and the president.

“Dole wants to see you alone for
a few minutes,” it read, the
“alone” underlined. “He considers
himself a loyal, old friend and
wants to offer his personal en-
couragement. Bob believes Water-
gate is not nearly as big an issue
outside Washington.”

Another memo, dated Feb. 15,
1971, chastised Dole for criticizing

Walter Cronkite, the popular CBS
anchorman who had such a strong
following that there was occasional
talk of him as a Democratic presi-
dential candidate. :

Dwight Chapin, Nixon's ap-
pointments secretary, wrote the
president’s palitical adviser, Lyn
Nofziger. He noted that Dole, in at-
tacking television coverage of the
Republican Party, had said, “Wal-
ter Cronkite can’t even pronounce
Republicans.”

“This is strictly my own- feel-
ing,” Chapin wrote. “"However,

Dole defends anti-abortion record

By The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — Senate
Majority Leader Bob Dole on
Tuesday defended his anti-abor-
tion record and aides accused ri-
vals of trying to “distort the is-
sue.”

ways will be” opposed to abortion
except in limited cases and would
back constitutional provisions to
restrict the procedure, Iowa cam-
paign manager Darrell Kearney
said, . ;

Kearney issued a statement af-
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Dole “alwdys.has',been..and al- .

“ter Dole was pounded by social
conservatives for comments he
made during the weekend that
were seen as moderating his posi-
tion on abortion. =

“Senator Dole’s position is clear
and consistent,” Kearney said.
Appearing on a weekend televi-

sion program, Dole said he has.

backed a constitutional amend-
ment banning abortion but
“would not do so again” because
there should be exceptions carved
out where abortions are allowed.

That drew attacks from reli-
gious conservatives and rival Re-

publican presidential candidates,
who charged Dole with abandon-
. ing the anti-abortion cause.

Kearney moved guickly to quell
the flap, issuing a statement he
said was intended to clarify Dole’s
position.

Dole would favor a constitution-
al amendment designed to. over-
turn court decisions legalizing
abortions “except in the rare cases
of saving the life of the mother,
rape and incest,” Kearney said. .

“So long as it allows for those

exceptions” Dole would back the
amendme_nt, Kearney said. .

taking on Walter Cronkite cannot

do us any good whatsoever. It is
like attacking the Lord himself.”

“I can see the merit in keeping
the heat on the networks, but I
think to take on an individual
such as Cronkite may be a mis-
take,” Chapin added.

The files give no indication
whether Dole was given the mes-
sage. At the time, the networks
were under broad administration
attack. Vice President Spiro T. Ag-
new qccused CBS of “propagandis-
tic manipulation.”
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A sampling of Dole’s words to Nixon

. ‘Sunday morning worship
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Richard Nixon in January 1974
Watergate is not nearly as big

and would soon blow over ...

Seven months later, Nixoﬁ resigned
and waved goodbye to an active role
in American politics.

Nixon’s files

show Dole as

a rising star

By Tom Webb and Aaron Epstein
Eagle Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Newly released files depict the polit-
ical ascendancy of Bob Dole — from a novice senator bad-
gering the Nixon White House for a few patronage
crumbs, to a key partisan role as a trusted Nixon ally.

Nixon's files, released Tuesday by the National
Archives, captures a moment now 25 years past, when the
young, hard-working and sometimes hot-headed senator
from Kansas first tried stepping on to the national stage.
The files were revealed in response to media requests.

Dole was at the time an unwavering Nixon loyalist:
backing the president’s legislative agenda, vigorously sup-
porting the Vietnam War, fiercely attacking the “liberal”
media, and declaring that the Republican Party had “noth-
ing to fear” from the Watergate scandal.

The memos show, however, that Dole also privately
bristled at slights from the Nixon administra-
tion. In 1969, for instance, he complained that the admin-
istration had hired almost no Kansans.

“I can tell you, in confidence,” Dole wrote to a Nixon
aide, “that we do have an inside track on a janitor’s job at
the USDA — we lost out on the doorman.”

Later, Dole did land some administration posis for
Kansans and lobbied the White House on behalf of Kansas
firms,

A 1970 staff memo to national security adviser Henry
Kissinger said Dole had been informed that two Wichita
aircraft man Cessna Aircraft and Learjet,
would be permitted to sell millions of dollars worth of

planes to South Africa — despite an arms embargo then
effect. '

Dole was told, the memo said, that “it was in the inter-
of the companies as well as the government that there
no publicity regarding this decision.”" Otherwise, the

the Sunday morning worship services and with the prac-
tice thus far of serving no hard liquor at White House func-
tions.”

being made several days ago...
"“As you know, I believe in hitting hard on the issues but
wmummsmm in American poli-

White House aides also thanked Dole for criticizing CBS
andNBmeswl:aageasﬂantedagalthlmupom
A May 1970 telegram from Dole to CBS President Frank

=™ NIXON

From Page 1A
Stanton castigated a decision to put a

Johnson administration holdover —

“a disgruntled fifth-level” federal
worker, Dole said. — on “Face the
Nation.” ] : =

~about Dole’s idea that Nixon speak at
~Kansas State University's Landon
Lecture Series in 1970. White House

black official and setting up a meet-
ing of black cfficials and the black
press in Topeka. Haldeman's reply,
“Good God!” :
Most of the thousands of memos in
the Dole-Nixon files are routine: Dole
seeking small favors for a constituent,

‘Hm:senlﬂsetmnmmee.seutaﬂw

page letter seeking an internship. He
was

words of Pat Buchanan, one
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