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'&"f is too old to be the next pres-
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7 “His age is a big factor,” Mec-
;' Kay said at his appliance repair
y shop. “I've seen them go in look-
ing young and come out looking
old. l'd hate to see Dole go in at
73. He'd start looking 90 right
away.”
Leo Belliveau agreed with
McKay.

age should disqualify a candidate

Dole as remarkab fit.

WASHINGTON - Not long
ago, Senate Majority Leader Bob
Dole launched a personal war
against prostate cancer, the dis-
ease that kills 40,000 American
men a year. The Republican from
Kansas spoke frankly about his
recovery from the disease — and
struggled to widen the govern-
ment’s commitment against it.

blood test.

It is a test that Dole has cred-
ited with saving his own life.

But Dole faces a double
quandary: First, requiring the
government to pay for the
prostate test would cost at least
$2 billion a year — at a time when
Dole and the rest of the
Republican congressional leader-
ship are pledging to reduce

while consistent with Dole’s past
efforts — would draw renewed
attention to his age and health.
Now 72, Dole would be the old-
est man elected to a first presi-
dential term, and the only one to
win after acknowledging having
bhad cancer. While Dole has not
hidden either his age or his 1991
cancer surgery, neither has he
called attention to them. Polls

The prostate cancer legisla-
tion is being sponsored in the
Senate by a handful of lawmak-
ers who, like Dole, are survivors
of the disease. Among the back-
ers are Republican Sens. Richard
C. Shelby of Alabama and Ted
Stevens of Alaska.

Dole, in addition to his efforts
to change federal policy, has host-

Rockefeller IV, D-W.Va,, suid
October when the Senate unn
mously voted to attach the
prostate drug coverage to the fid
eral budget bill.

The PSA test itsell is cointr
versial, not only because ol i
cost, but also because som
health experts believe that it
could do more harm than goud.

"Look at Reagan,” Belliveau Today, the policy fight Dole . il
said. “He got too gld and we didn’t started so resolutely is nearing Medicare’s costs by billions of dol-  indicate that his age and health ed meetings of a prostate cancer Prostate cancer primarily
find out until later fruition. Legislation now pending lars each year. Broad use of the remain campaign danger areas.  support group. affects men older than 60. In

The issue of Dol'” age was in Congress, which supporters test also is fiercely debated by As a result, the fate of the The contrast between trying many cases, however, those men
raised’ last week hope to attach to the massive fed- health experts, who disagree over  prostate cancer legislation has to cut Medicare’s overall costs carry tumors that are not apres:
when & Dart: eral budget-balancing measure, whether it would cause more become an example of the pres- while providing new coverage for  sive and do not spread bevond
mouth College *  harm than good. sures Dole faces as he balances prostate cancer drug treatments the prostate.

poll, conducted
for WMUR-TV,
found an under-
current of nega-
tive comments
about Dole's age.
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D vid Willman Medi fi acclaimed, yet Secondly, taking a high-profile  the job he has as Senate ma]onty as g |
doea nos hesitate Bob Dale, ‘he BylﬂnaAngolmTimes contr(:)a\fe‘ersi(;; ar;;rostat,e canﬁr role in pushing the legislation — leader with his pursuit of the job  this amendment has a virtuous
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n, dispute th

mmuum

Hfor Dole

msﬂ the mg’;?ﬂnﬂt; Continued from page 1-A The prostate cancer legislationis  October when the Senate unanimous- passed at tracking the status of
1 ralhu"lhlnltdvq ek iir;l:'tl being sponsored in the Senate by a ly voted to attach the prostate drug prostate cancer once a tumor has
Mm‘&d y t;i)!l- the test also is fiercely debated by handful of lawmakers who, like Dole,  coverage to the federal budget bill. been diagnosed.
,F't mnhis s me should dis health experts, who disagree over are survivors of the disease. Among “But I would be very surprised, Proponents who are urging Dole
hhnﬂm" i ugi q nﬂ , t whether it would cause more harm the backers are Republican Sens. quite frankly, if we can in Medicare and Congress to approve the
By y 04 o wha LOOkt 5 a than good. Richard C. Shelby of Alabama and buy a single new aspirin —much less increased Medicare coverage say the
1 Clinton, g fo g e's Second, taking a high-profile role  Ted Stevens of Alaska. prostate cancer and breast cancer test is needed for early detection of
- done — "““8 iy in pushing the legislation — while Dole, in addition to his efforts to remedies” with the Medicare spend-  the disease and to prevent unneces-
1 orG nid’ mthatyma&h he it o Ol consistent with Dole's past gﬂ'orls — change federal policy, has hosted ing restraints Republicans have pro-  sary deaths. Backed by celebrities
to;l o amnd s <l would draw renewed attention to his  meetings of a prostate cancer support posed, he added. who have contracted the disease, they
' Clin t'own e ct o fol;rm - age and health. group, sharing his experiences of The PSA test itself is controversial, note that prostate cancer has trailed
Dole’s young Now 72, Dole would be the oldest recovery. not only because of its cost, but also other maladies, including breast can-
ase should not man elected to a first presidential Supporters of the proposed because some health experts believe  cer, in winning federal funding.
term, and the only one to win after “Prostate Cancer Diagnosis and that it could do more harm than good. The American Cancer Society esti-
acknowledging having had cancer. .- Treatment Act of 1985” have sought to Prostate cancer primarily affects mates that there will be 244,000 new
While Dole hasn't hidden either his attach parts of it to the various ver- men older than 60. In many cases, cases of prostate cancer diagnosed
age or his 1891 cancer surgery, neither  sions of the overall federal budget bill however, those men carry tumors that  this year and that a man has a 1-in-8
has he called attention to them. Polls - that are now the subject of intense aren't aggressive and don’t spread chance of developing the disease. For
indi:rnte that his age a:_ndltllhealth : negoﬂations li)etw[efn ;he White House ggy:nd the prostate. But wide-scale ~ men, it is the No. 2 cancer killer.
[ remain danger areas for his campaign. - and congressional leaders. testing, critics say, would cause Dole‘introduced or co-sponsored
{ THE TOPEKA CAPI‘I'AL'IOUM m m 1, I.“ oF As a result, the fate of the prostate The legislation now pendinginthe  many of those men to seek surgery —  legislation that would have provided
S RET o D p B "‘., ; cancer legislation has become an Senate and the House would expand  exposing them to side effects that can = millions of federal dollars for PSA
C ' example of the pressures Dole faces ~ Medicare's coverage and pay forthe . include impotence, incontinence or, teotlng in the United States and
Omnumlent po as he balances the job he has ds blood test, called PSA (for prostate  in some cases, death. - |
Senate majority leader with his pur-  specific antigen) for all men 65 or - Among those skeptical of the broad Doie ha: aniwed the ma;lufletur-
d]l f suit of the job he wants — president.  older, regardless of whether they application of the test are experts at ers’ backing during his Senate cam-
emmas Or 0 e According to congressional aides have symptoms. If the test discovers  the National Cancer Institute. Dr. paigns and his 1968 run for the presi-
and friends, Dole has decided that an elevated level of PSA, an enzyme  Barry Kramer, an associate director = dency. Records show that Dole’s No. 2
By DAVID WILLMAN federal budget-balancing mea- because of the sensitivity it poses for  found in the prostate, a patient is of the institute who is overseeing a donor among drug makers has been
Los Angeles Times sure, would guarantee coverage his candidacy, he will publicly say as.  believed to be at greater risk. long-term prostate study of 35,000 Schering-Plough Corp., one of the two
under Medicare foran little as possible about prostate can- The bill also would require men, warned Dole at a March 1092 companies whose prostate drugs
ASHINGTON — Not acclaimed, yet controversial, cer. Medicare to cover certain oral drug meeting “that the risk of dying from would be eligible for Medicare cover-
long ago, Senate - prostate cancer blood test. - Dole was unavailable for comment, treatments for patients with (unnecessary) clinical treatment for  age under the pending legislation.
Majority Leader Bob It is a test that Dole has credit- and his spokesman declined to speak  advanced prostate cancer. An esti- prostate cancer is higher than the Dole also has a personal financial
Dole launched a personal war ed with saving his own life. ‘on his behalf. Others who have talked mate by the Congressional Budget risk of dying from the disease itself,”  stake in Schering-Plough, according
against prostate cancer, the dis- But Dole faces a double with Dole about the subject, however, Office shows this provision would according to a summary of the meet- - to his Senate income-disclosure state-
ease that kills 40,000 American quandary: First, requiring the provide a consistent explanation. benefit two drug manufacturers, ing prepared by the National Cancer  ments, which show he purchased
men a year. The Republican from government to pay for the : “Right now, he's got anelection.1  whose prescription treatments aren't  Institute and obtained under the between $1,000 and $150000f
Kansas spoke frankly about his  prostate test would cost at least . think he doesn't want to call too much  now paid for by Medicare, and cost Freedom of on Act. Kramer  Schering-Plough stock in both 1993
recovery from the disease —and  $2 billion a year — at a time attention to the fact thatheisa $1.2 billion over seven years in addi-  estimates it would cost $12billionto  and 1904. :
struggled to widen the govern- when Dole and the rest of the promleemer{smvimr),"mdbr tion to the $2-billion annual cost for ~ administer the PSA test to most
ment’s commitment against it, Republican congressional lead- ! . PSAblood tests. Amrl men older than 50. :
Today, the policy fight Dole ership are pledging to reduce mmmmm& of cancer specialists pre- ™= T
started so resolutely isnearing  Medicare's costs by billions of Medicare’s overall costs while pro- mld'eone!udmin ;
fruition. Legislation now pend- da!!muehyur Broad use of report this year to Congress’ Office of.
~ ing in Congress, which support- Technology Assessment. :
ers hope to attach to the massive wﬂn'—"'_“.‘l Yet even those who oppose
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